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NOTE  TO  VOLUME  II. 

The  author  haB  delayed  the  publication  of  this 
work  that  he  might  have  access  to  the  volumes  of  the 
"  Official  Becords  of  the  Civil  War," — so  far  as  they 
relate  to  General  Polk — in  their  completeness.  This 
was  necessary  for  the  correction  of  errors  of  state- 
ment occurring  in  nearly  all  histories  of  the  war 
issued  prior  to  the  completion  of  the  volumes  deal-  . 
ing  with  the  Atlanta  campaign  [1891],  and  in  some 
of  more  recent  date. 

As  an  illustration,  the  author  would  refer  particu- 
larly to  the  valuable  work  of  that  distinguished  for- 
eigner, the  Comte  de  Paris,  and  also  to  Professor 
Coppee's  "  Life  of  General  Thomas." 

He  begs  leave  to  return  his  especial  thanks  to 
Major  George  B.  Davis,  of  the  Board  of  Publication, 
and  also  to  General  Marcus  J.  Wright,  of  this  bureau, 
to  whom  every  Confederate  soldier  owes  a  debt  of 
gratitude. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

THE  STRUGGLE  FOB  flOSSOtrEI  AND  KENTUCKY. 
July  to  Octobbb,  1881. 

Leonldaa  Polk  mBJor-genentl  Id  the  Confederate  army,  asdgned  to  com- 
niBnd  of  Department  No.  2,  Jul;  i,  1S61.—  Its  Importance.— Tennessee 
troops. —  Geoeral  Gideon  Pillow.— General  ZoUicoSer.— Union  feebng 
in  East  TenneBsee.—  Proposed  invasion  of  Ulssourt.—  Generals  Hardee, 
HeCullough,  and  Price.— Battle  of  Wilson's  Creek.— General  Polk's 
command  enlarged. —  Plans  (or  defense  of  Mississippi  IUtot. —  Een- 
tncky'a  neutrality. —  Seizes  Columbus,  Kentucky, — Protest; — Answer. 
—  Correspondence. —  General  Hardee  ordered  to  the  river. —  General 
Jeff,  Thoropson.— General  Polk's  movements  contribute  greatly  to 
Price's  success  in  MissonrL 

On  the  25th  of  June,  1861,  Leonidas  Folk  was  com- 
missioned a  major-general  in  the  provisional  army  of 
the  Confederate  States,  and  on  July  4  he  was  assigned 
to  the  command  of  Department  No.  2,  with  headquar- 
ters at  Memphis,  Tenn.  This  department  embraced  the 
whole  of  what  was  known  as  West  Tennessee ;  the  town 
of  Corinth,  Miss.,  with  the  adjacent  country ;  a  small 
strip  of  Alabama  extending  &om  the  town  of  Waterloo 
on  the  west  to  that  of  Stevenson  on  the  east ;  the  coun- 
ties of  the  States  of  Mississippi  and  Arkansas  adjacent 
to  the  Mississippi  River;  the  riparian  parishes  of  Loui- 
siana north  of  tlie  Bed  River;  and  a  section  of  the 
State  of  Arkansas,  including  the  counties  bordering 
the  Mississippi  and  the  districts  lying  to  the  north  and 
east  of  the  White  and  Black  rivers.  To  the  general  in 
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2  AN  IMPORTANT  POSITION.  [1861 

command  of  this  department  the  Confederate  Govern- 
ment committed  the  defense  of  the  Miseissippi  River. 

General  Polk  was  well  aware  that  he  had  been  assigned 
to  the  most  important  military  position  in  the  Confed- 
eracy. He  felt  sure  that  the  sou^ern  States  could  with- 
stand any  force  that  might  be  brought  against  them  from 
other  directions ;  but  he  knew  that  their  strength  would 
be  tased  to  the  utmost  if  the  invading  forces  should 
advance  from  the  Northwest  by  the  way  of  the  Missis- 
sippi. That  the  invasion  would  ultimately,  if  not  imme- 
diately, be  made  on  that  liue,  he  was  fully  persuaded, 
because,  as  the  event  proved,  it  was  the  line  which  good 
military  judgment  would  select,  and  eilso  because  the 
people  of  the  Northwest  were  Edreeidy  crying  out  against 
the  closing  of  the  Mississippi,  which  obstructed  their 
commerce  and  depressed  their  industries,  as  well  as  of- 
fended their  pride.  He  was  not  insensible  to  the  honor 
which  had  been  done  him  by  the  government  in  assign- 
ing him  to  the  command  of  that  department ;  but  while 
he  appreciated  the  confidence  reposed  in  his  judgment 
and  capacity,  he  would  have  preferred  that  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Mississippi  should  be  conunitted  to  General 
Albert  Sidney  Johnston  or  to  General  Lee.  He  made 
tlie  strongest  representations  to  President  Davis  that 
one  of  these  accomplished  soldiers  should  have  that 
appointment ;  and,  for  reasons  which  were  urged  with 
great  clearness  and  force,  he  expressed  his  belief  that 
General  Johnston  should  be  preferred  for  that  particular 
work.  Unfortunately,  the  services  of  General  Johnston 
were  not  immediately  available,  as  that  officer  was  then 
making  his  long  journey  overland  from  California,  and 
the  date  of  his  expected  arrival  was  uncertain.  General 
Lee  was  needed  in  Virginia,  Eind  the  support  of  Genered 
Joseph  Johnston  and  General  Beauregard  was  felt  to  bo 
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indispensable  in  view  of  the  then  impending  attack  on 
Biehmond.  President  Davis  therefore  insisted  that  Gen- 
eral Folk  must  accept  command  in  the  Department  of 
the  Mississippi,  at  least  until  Gleneral  Albert  Sidney 
Johnston  should  arrive ;  and,  relying,  as  we  have  seen, 
on  the  assurance  that  he  should  be  relieved  at  the  ear- 
liest time  which  should  be  consistent  with  the  public 
safety,  he  assumed  command  on  July  13,  1861. 

The  difficulties  with  which  he  had  to  contend  were 
yery  great.  The  militia  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  had 
not  yet  been  transferred  to  the  Confederate  army,  and 
the  only  troops  which  were  legally  under  his  authority 
were  a  few  regiments  at  Corinth  and  some  unarmed  com- 
panies in  Memphis  and  Vicksburg;  but  until  a  regular 
and  legal  transfer  could  be  made,  the  Tennessee  author- 
ities consented  that  the  State  troops  should  serve  under 
General  Polk's  orders.  Within  the  limits  of  the  Depart- 
ment there  were  about  ten  thousand  men  of  this  descrip- 
tion, but,  notwithstanding  the  most  energetic  efforts  of 
their  commander.  General  Pillow,  many  of  them  were 
without  arms,  and  ordnance  supphes  of  all  sorts  were 
still  entirely  inadequate.  To  these  deficiencies  General 
PoDt  first  turned  his  attention,  and,  with  the  assistance 
of  Captain  Richai'd  Hunt  as  ordnance  officer,  he  soon 
had  that  branch  of  the  service  in  working  order.  Com- 
missariat supplies  were  more  easily  provided,  as  the 
crops  were  abundant ;  but  the  supply  of  money,  or  any 
substitute  for  money,  was  so  insufficient  that  Polk  was 
obliged  to  purchase  many  necessaries  for  the  troops  on 
the  faith  of  his  personal  credit ;  and  for  some  time  the 
only  money  at  his  disposal  for  that  purpose  was  obtuned 
by  discounting  his  personal  notes  of  hand. 

While  on  his  way  from  Richmond  to  assume  com- 
mand of  his  department,  General  Polk  passed  through 
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"East  Teunessee,  and  he  availed  himself  of  that  oppor- 
tunity to  investigate  the  condition  of  affairs  there. 
Unlike  the  middle  and  western  portions  of  the  State,  the 
people  of  Elast  Tennessee  had  been  generally  opposed  to 
secession,  and  after  the  adoption  of  the  Ordinance  of 
Secession  a  majority  of  them  showed  a  strong  disposi- 
tion to  resist  tlie  union  of  their  puir  of  the  State  with 
the  Confederacy.  "With  few  exceptions,  the  mountain- 
eers of  Kentucky  and  Western  Virginia  were  in  active 
sympathy  with  the  Unionisia  of  East  Tennessee  in  their 
liostility  to  the  Confederacy.  The  principal  railroad 
connecting  Polk's  department  with  Vii^inia  passed 
through  the  disaffected  region;  and  it  was  therefore 
of  the  first  importance  that  the  administration  of 
that  district  should  fee  committed  to  competent  hands. 
On  reaching  Nashville,  therefore,  he  held  a  consultation 
with  Governor  Harris,  after  which  he  sent  a  telegraphic 
dispatch  to  the  Confederate  Government  urging  that  no 
time  should  be  lost  in  sending  a  sufficient  force  under  a 
good  commander  into  East  Tennessee.  The  officer  whom 
General  Polk  recommended  was  General  Zollicoffer,  a 
man  of  quiet  and  reserved  demeanor,  under  which,  how- 
ever, he  concealed  an  abundance  of  real  kindness  and 
humanity.  He  was  a  man  with  whom  no  one  of  any 
rank  would  be  likely  to  take  a  liberty,  and  yet  there 
was  not  a  soldier  in  his  command  who  would  have  hesi- 
tated to  approach  him  with  a  complaint  of  any  real 
grievance,  or  who  doubted  that,  if  he  did  so,  he  would 
be  heard  with  patience  and  treated  with  justice.  ZoUi- 
coffer  was  a  man  of  method,  and  his  habits  of  order 
were  speedily  applied  to  the  conduct  of  public  affairs  in 
the  delicate  position  to  which  the  government,  at  Gen- 
eral Polk's  request,  appointed  him.  He  esired  little  for 
temporary  popularity,  and  he  was  one  of  thOse  men 
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whose  merits  are  best  seen  in  times  of  trial  and  danger. 
He  fell  on  the  field  of  battle  before  he  had  had  an  oppor- 
tunity to  prove  his  military  talente,  but  many  of  his 
contemporaries  believed,  and  some  of  them  still  believe, 
that  he  was  the  ablest  military  commander  whom  the 
State  of  Tennessee  at  that  time  gave  to  the  cause  of  the 
Confederacy.  His  appointment  was  a  great  rehef  to  Gen- 
eral Polk,  whose  most  pressing  anxieties  at  that  moment 
were  connected  with  the  condition  of  affairs  in  East 
Tennessee  and  in  Missouri.  Having  provided  for  the 
former,  he  proceeded  to  Memphis  with  a  sense  of  secu- 
rity, at  least  upon  his  right  flank.  He  desired,  however, 
that  this  security  should  be  estabUshed  by  moral  inilu- 
ences  rather  than  by  military  force ;  and  on  his  arrival 
at  Memphis  he  lost  no  time  in  inviting  a  deputation  of 
citizens  belonging  to  the  western  part  of  the  State  to 
visit  and  confer  with  the  le&ders  of  the  disaffected  party 
in  Eastern  Tennessee.  In  a  letter  to  the  gentlemen 
whom  he  selected  for  this  delicate  mission,  he  wrote : 

I  am  satisfied  tiiat  many  of  onr  feUow-conntrymen  in  East 
TennesBee  have,  by  the  course  of  events,  been  forced  into 
oc«np)^g  a  position  in  regard  to  the  question  pending  be- 
tween the  North  and  the  South  which  is  hardly  in  keeping  with 
their  natcual  relations,  and  from  which  it  is  our  daty,  in  a 
spirit  of  mi^iianunity,  to  do  what  we  can  to  relieve  them. 
Withont  entering'  into  the  question  at  issue,  I  feel  confident 
that,  if  they  are  assured  by  their  southern  fellow-countrymen 
of  their  disposition  to  treat  them  with  kindness,  and  to  re- 
spect their  manly  feelings,  while  they  are  making  provision 
for  the  protection  of  our  own  Tennessee  soil  afirainst  invasion 
from  the  North,  they  will  have  no  reason  to  feel  aggrieved 
by  the  presence  of  troops  in  their  midst.  They  must  see  that 
the  pohcy  of  the  United  States  Government  is  to  overrun 
and  subjugate  us,  and  they  also  know  that  they  are  threaten- 
ing to  do  this  through  the  passes  of  the  Tennessee  Mountains. 


b>  Google 
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What  aie  we  to  do,  then  1  But  one  thin^  is  left  us,  and  that 
is  to  phice  troops  at  all  o£  those  points  at  which  we  are  most 
e^osed.  This,  assuredly,  in  the  face  of  the  faots  aUaded  to, 
should  form  no  just  ground  for  complaint  on  the  part  of  any 
candid  men  of  sense.  It  is  upon  every  aoconnt  desirable  that 
no  irritating  language  or  any  offensive  bearing  should  be  mani- 
fested by  the  troops  toward  the  citizens  of  East  Tennessee  or 
elsewhere,  and  the  commanders  will  doubtless  see  that  this  is 
not  done.  Your  well-known  character  and  portion  in  rela- 
tion to  the  public  questions  which  have  agitat«d  ua  make  It, 
in  my  opinion,  a  very  proper  office  for  you  to  perform,  to  go 
to  our  fellow-citizens  of  East  Tennessee,  and,  with  fraternal 
words  and  unfeigned  kindness,  to  endeavor  to  advise  them 
to  waive  their  opposition  to  the  decision  of  the  majority  of 
the  voters  of  the  Stato,  and  to  become  hereafter,  as  hereto- 
fore, with  us  a  unitod  band  of  brothers. 

Neither  Missouri  nor  Kentucky  had  been  included  in 
General  Folk's  department;  and  although  he  had  re- 
ceived no  epeclfie  orders  concerning  those  States,  it  was 
understood  that  they  were  not  to  be  entered  by  Confed- 
erate troops  unless  such  a  movement  should  be  rendered 
necessary  by  some  action  of  the  Federal  Government. 
In  Kentucky  the  State  authorities  were  still  maintaining 
an  attitude  of  neutrality,  which  for  the  present  offered 
some  slight  guarantee  of  security  in  that  quart«r ;  but 
Missouri  was  practically  in  the  hands  of  the  Federal 
Government.  Price  had  been  driven  with  the  State 
forces  into  the  southwestern  comer  of  Missouri,  where 
he  had  formed  a  junction  with  the  Confederate  troops 
under  McCullough.  Polk  saw  that  it  was  necessary  to 
create  a  diversion  in  Price's  favor,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
to  turn  the  atttmtion  of  the  Federals  as  much  as  possible 
away  from  the  Mississippi  River,  in  order  to  gain  time 
to  perfect  his  preparations  for  its  defense.  He  therefore 
determined  to  threaten  St.  Louis  from  the  direction  of 
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the  IroBton  Railroad.  Hardee,  who  had  just  been  aa- 
signed  to  the  command  of  northern  Arkansas,  agreed  to 
cooperate  in  the  movement  to  the  extent  of  his  ability, 
and  Pillow  was  ordered  to  occupy  New  Madrid  on  the 
Missouri  shore,  from  which  point  he  would  have  before 
him  the  mqst  practicable  road  into  the  interior.  While 
these  preparations  were  in  progress,  the  Governor  of 
Missouri  arrived  at  Memphis,  on  his  way  to  Richmond, 
for  the  purpose  of  securing  a  prompt  interference  by 
the  Confederates  in  the  afFairs  of  his  8tat«.  He  came 
directly  from  the  camps  of  McCullough  and  Price ;  and 
Polk,  fully  accepting  his  account  of  their  forces  as 
authentic  and  reliable,  agreed,  in  the  terms  of  the  fol- 
lowing letter  to  the  Confederate  Secretary  of  War,  to 
extend  the  scope  of  the  campaign : 

July  23. 
The  Governor  of  Tennessee  is  still  waiting  for  information 
he  has  been  sohciting,  as  I  understand  him,  from  the  W^ 
Department  as  to  certain  details,  before  he  transfers  his 

In  the  mean  time  be  consents  to  allow  tiiat  army  to  be  di- 
rected by  me  in  certain  operations  I  deem  now  expedient 
in  Missoori.  I  have  therefore  directed  Qeneral  Pillow  to 
detach  from  the  force  in  the  western  district  of  Tennessee  a 
column  of  6000  troops  of  various  arms,  and  to  make  a  move- 
ment on  Missouri  throt^h  New  Madrid.  He  will  be  joined, 
so  soon  as  he  lands,  by  3000  Missourians,  now  posted  near 
that  place,  and,  as  he  goes  forward,  by  other  forces  that  are 
prepared  to  come  to  him.  Governor  Jackson  arrived  here 
yest«rday  while  my  preparations  were  in  progress,  and  I  shall 
find  him  willing,  I  think,  instead  of  proceeding  to  Richmond, 
as  he  was  intending,  to  return  to  Missouri,  to  aid  in  raising 
and  concentrating  his  people.  (Since  writing  the  above  the 
^vemor  gives  his  consent  to  return  to  Missouri  with  our 
troops.)  I  am  advised  by  General  Hardee  that  he  is  at  Poca- 
hontas, and  will  soon  have  a  column  of  7000  men  ready  to 
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coSperate  with  PUIow'b  eolumii.  There  are  about  2500  Mb- 
sonrians  near  him  who  will  join  him.  Governor  Jackson 
left  McCuUough'a  «amp,  on  the  Arkanaas  line,  on  the  12th. 
MoCultough'B  force  consisted  of  6000  men — Loui^anians  and 
troops  from  Arkansas.  He  was  expecting  every  moment  a 
Texas  r^ment  and  an  additional  Arkansas  raiment.  His 
force,  I  leara,  is  well  distributed  as  to  the  different  descrip- 
tions of  arms.  Near  him  ie  General  Price,  twelve  miles  dis- 
tant, with  a  force  of  12,000  Missonrians,  ready  to  cooperate 
with  him.  This  column  of  25,000  men  I  am  in  communi- 
cation with.  They  will  advance  on  the  enemy's  position 
(Spring^fleld),  where  I  learn  General  Lyon  has  concentrated 
the  principal  part  of  his  force,  say  10,000  or  12,000  men.  Tn 
the  mean  time  I  shall,  on  Saturday  next,  direct  the  column 
of  which  I  have  spoken,  under  General  Pillow,  to  cross  the 
river  to  New  Madrid,  and  take  up  the  line  of  march  into 
Uissonri  for  Irouton.  He  will  be  joined  by  3000  Missourians, 
now  near  New  Madrid,  very  fairly  armed  and  equipped,  and 
by  the  time  he  is  ready  to  move  I  shall  send  bim  two  other 
regiments  (Martin's  and  Bowen's),  both  of  which  are  nearly 
ready  for  the  field.  With  this  force  of  11,000,  having  as 
a  part  of  its  appointments  three  batteries  complete,  with  two 
extra  guns,  he  will  find  oo  difficulty  in  reaching  the  point  in- 
dicated. At  that  point  he  will  be  joined  by  General  Hardee, 
with  a  column  of  7000,  who  will  move  about  the  same  time 
from  Pocahontas.  They  are  directed  to  pass  in  behind  Lyon's 
force  by  land,  or  to  proceed  to  St.  Louis,  seize  it,  and,  tak- 
ing possession  of  the  boats  at  that  point,  to  proceed  up  the 
river  Missouri,  raising  the  Missourians  as  they  go,  and,  at 
such  point  as  may  appear  most  suitable,  to  detach  a  force  to 
cut  off  Lyon's  return  from  the  West.  Any  supporting  force 
that  may  become  necessary  I  will  draw  from  Arkansas,  from 
whence  I  am  promised  10,000  additional  troops  at  an  early 
day.  I  shall  draw  three  of  the  regiments  to  go  with  Pillow 
from  Union  City,  and  shall  order  up  the  three  Mississippi 
regiments,  under  General  Clark,  to  replace  them.  General 
Clark's  headquart«rs  will  be  transferred  to  Union  City. 
General  Cheatham  will  accompany  General  Pillow. 
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As  to  the  force  on  this  side  the  river,  Governor  Hairia  ia 
increaeiiig  it  by  fresh  Acceasioiis,  and  it  will  in  a  few  days  be 
as  strong  as  it  was  before  we  sent  forwud  the  five  regiments 
you  called  for.  I  find,  too,  I  could  strengthen  it  veiy  mate- 
rially by  drawii^  men  from  Kentnoky  and  organizing  them  on 
the  border,  and  I  may  add  that  every  man  we  draw  out  of 
Kentucky  relieves  us  from  drawing  by  bo  much  on  Tennessee 
and  the  States  south  of  us.  I  submit  to  the  Department, 
therefore,  whether  facilities — eitra  facilities — should  not  be 
placed  at  our  disposal  for  drawing  s  force  from  Kentucky. 

Aa  to  Bird's  Point  and  Cairo,  1  know  the  exact  force  there 
to  be  about  five  thousand  men,  divided  between  the  two 
places.  I  have  also  information  that  they  are  short  of  men  in 
Illinois,  Indiana,  and  Ohio,  who  could  be  spared  now  to  give 
support  to  Cairo.  Besides  that,  they  are  without  arms.  I 
have  no  apprehentdon,  therefore,  of  any  strong  support  being 
sent  to  that  point  while  I  am  operating  in  Miasonri,  or  that 
they  could  send  in  any  force  strong  enough  in  my  rear  to  be 
formidable.  Added  to  that,  niy  forces  at  Union  City  and 
Randolph  will  bold  them  in  check.  If,  as  I  think,  I  can  drive 
the  enemy  from  Missouri  with  the  force  indicated,  I  will  then 
enter  Illinois  apd  take  Cairo  in  the  rear  on  my  return.  With 
the  prestige  of  your  great  success  at  Manassas,  the  spirits  of 
our  troops  are  high,  and  we  trust  we  may  count  on  favorable 

Ob  July  28  General  Pillow  occupied  New  Madrid  witli 
a  force  of  six  thousand  men,  defectively  oi^nized,  and 
80  incompletely  armed  that  several  regimente  were  almost 
without  a  gun.  These  deficiencies  were  accepted  as  de- 
fects which  might  be  speedily  remedied,  but  other  ob- 
stacles of  a  more  serious  nature  were  now  encountered. 
No  sooner  bad  tlie  step  been  taken  than  General  Polk 
began  to  see  that  there  were  serious  if  not  insuperable 
difQculties  in  the  way  of  an  extended  movement  into 
Missouri  at  that  time.  The  only  forces  under  his  own 
direct  command  were  Pillow's  column  at  New  Madrid. 
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Hardee  and  MeCullongh  were  in  command  of  indepen- 
dent departments,  and  reported  directly  to  Richmond ; 
and  while  they  would  no  donht  have  been  permitted  to 
move  into  Missouri,  their  orders  looked  only  to  defen- 
sive measures  on  their  respective  fronts.  Hardee  was 
willing  to  cooperate  with  Polk,  but  upon  closer  examtua- 
tion  he  found  his  resources  so  far  short  of  what  he  had 
anticipated  and  felt  to  be  necessary  to  success,  that  he 
was  constrained  to  a^k  for  more  time.  It  was  learned 
that  Price's  force  was  barely  half  as  strong  as  Governor 
Jackson  had  reported ;  and  MeCullongh,  declaring  tbat 
he  had  no  confidence  either  in  Price  or  in  bis  army, 
which  he  described  as  a  mob  without  a  leader,  positively 
declined  to  cooperate  with  them.  In  this  state  of  affairs 
General  Polk  was  compelled  to  return,  for  the  moment, 
to  Ms  original  design.  He  therefore  made  the  following 
report  to  the  Secretary  of  War : 

July  28. 
I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  you  a  few  days  ago,  inform- 
ing you  of  a  tnovement  I  was  contemplating  on  Missouri.  I 
submitted  a  statement  of  what  I  miderstood  to  be  the  force 
which  had  been  collected  by  Generals  MeCullongh  and  Pearce, 
of  Arkansas,  General  Price,  of  Missomi,  and  General  Hardee. 
The  information  aubmitted  was  based,  as  far  as  the  commands 
of  the  first  three  generals  are  concerned,  on  information  I 
obtained  from  Governor  Jackson,  of  Missomi,  who  came 
directly  from  their  respective  camps.  The  force  under  Gen- 
eral Hardee  I  obtained  from  a  letter  from  himself.  My  let- 
ter ooDtaining  the  plan  of  the  campaign  I  submitted  was 
written  upon  the  supposition  that  this  informatiou  was  cor- 
rect. Since  dispatchiDg  that  letter  I  have  directed  General 
Pillow  to  move  a  column  of  six  thousand  across  the  river  to 
New  Madrid.  The  details  of  the  movement  have  been  left  to 
him,  and  the  forces  employed  were  exclusively  those  hitherto 
belonging  to  his  command.  Part  were  taken  from  Randolph 
and  part  from  Union  City.     General  Cheatham  accompanied 
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him,  find  I  have  ordered  General  Clark  to  move  up  £rom 
Corinth  to  Union  City  the  two  Missisfuppi  regiment*  at  that 
place,  to  replace  those  withdrawn,  aud  himself  to  replace 
General  Cheatham  in  the  command  of  that  poet.  I  have  not 
as  yet  heard  from  General  Pillow  the  result  of  the  movement 
beyond  Randolph,  The  boats  with  troops  from  that  point 
left  there  last  night. 

Since  yesterday  I  have  had  to  arrive  at  headquarters  the 
gentleman  who  is  the  bearer  of  this.  Colonel  Little,  adjutant- 
general  of  the  forces  of  Missonri.  He  comes  directly  from 
General  Price's  camp.  From  him  I  learn  that  the  force  Eitated 
to  be  imder  the  command  of  the  respective  generals  above,  as 
stated  by  Governor  Jackson,  is  greatly  exaggerated,  to  the 
extent,  indeed,  of  one  half.  As  a  miUtary  man,  he  would,  of 
course,  be  likely  to  be  more  accnrate  than  the  governor,  and 
his  position  of  adjutant  would  compel  him  to  know  the  extent 
of  his  own  immediate  force.  The  governor,  I  do  not  doubt, 
was  deceived,  andwithalnotperhaps  very  critical  as  to  details. 

This  abatement  of  the  force  disposable  for  the  invasion  of 
Missouri  has  caused  me  to  pause  in  the  execution  of  the  plan 
indicated.  I  shall  proceed  to  fortify  my  position  at  New 
Madrid  with  a  view  of  making  it  a  base  of  operations,  and 
will  move  forward  as  soon  as  circumstances  may  allow. 

My  opinion  ia,  nevertheless,  that  now  b  the  time  to  operat« 
in  Missouri,  if  we  are  to  do  anything  toward  setting  her  on 
her  feet  again ;  and  I  am  also  satisfied  that  the  enemy  in 
Vii^inia  will  be  content  for  some  months  to  come  with  their 
experiences  at  Manassas,  and  that  they  will  make  no  forward 
movement  there  very  soon.  That  will  set  them  free  to  act  in 
the  West,  and  they  will  most  probably  commence  active 
operations  in  Missouri.  In  that  event  we  must  have  addi- 
tional troops,  and  I  submit  whether  I  be  not  authorized  to 
collect  a  force  in  Tennessee  and  from  the  States  below 
sufficient  to  enable  us  to  act  vigorously  in  Missouri,  while  we 
maintain  a  strong  position  in  front  of  Kentucky,  ready  for 
any  contiagency  that  may  arise  in  that  quarter.  I  shall  find 
no  difficulty  in  getting  the  force  I  need  around  me  if  I  have 
the  requisite  authority. 
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By  the  7th  of  August  General  Hardee  hsd  ot^auized 
a  force  of  about  3000  men  and  moved  up  to  Greenville 
Id  Missouri,  reporting  to  General  Polk  that  he  was  ready 
to  cooperate  with  General  Pillow  in  the  movement  into 
that  State.  Pillow  was  immediately  directed  to  aban- 
don New  Madrid  and  to  join  Hardee ;  and  General  Polk 
notified  McCullough  of  the  movement,  expressing  the 
hope  that  he  might  now  see  his  way  clear  to  an  advance 
of  his  troops  with  a  view  to  the  concentration  of  all  the 
forces  in  Missouri  according  to  the  original  plan. 

WMle  the  military  situation  was  thus  shaping  itself 
in  southeastern  Missouii,  General  Lyon  was  concentratr 
ing  his  forces  for  an  attack  upon  General  Price,  who  lay 
to  the  south  of  Springfield,  in  the  southwestern  part  of 
■the  State.  Price  had  vainly  endeavored  to  secure  McCuI- 
lough's  aid  in  an  attack  upon  the  Federal  forces ;  but 
upon  the  receipt  of  General  Polk's  dispatch  McCullough 
consented  to  take  command  of  all  the  troops  to  be  en- 
gaged in  the  movement.  General  Lyon,  however,  did 
not  wait  for  his  approach,  but  advanced  to  meet  him, 
and  on  August  10  fought  the  battle  of  Wilson's  Creek, 
which  resulted  in  a  crushing  defeat  of  the  Federal  army 
and  the  death  on  the  field  of  its  gallant  commander. 
Meanwhile,  Pillow  luui  thrown  forward  his  cavalry  to 
Benton,  and  his  advance  column  of  infantry  had  reached 
SykestoQ;  and  as  General  Polk  was  fully  occupied  in 
his  special  duty  of  preparing  for  the  defense  of  the 
river,  tlie  details  of  tiie  after-conduct  of  the  campaign 
were  necessarily  left  to  Hardee  and  Pillow.  These  gen- 
erals found  it  difficult  to  agree  on  a  plan  of  operations. 
Pillow  urged  a  combined  attack  on  the  forces  at  Cape 
Girardeau  and  Bird's  Point,  opposite  Cairo,  preparatory 
to  an  advance  upon  St  Louis;  while  General  Hardee, 
dechjiing  this  movement,  urged  a  concentration  in  front 
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of  IrontoD,  the  capture  of  that  point,  and  then  an  advance 
into  the  interior  of  the  State,  with  the  expectation  of 
cooperation  from  Price  and  McCullough.  The  latter 
was  tmqnestionably  the  proper  movement,  and  General 
Polk  again  ordered  Pillow  to  move  out  and  join  Hardee 
in  front  of  Ironton.  Before  this  junction  was  efiEeoted, 
however,  General  Hardee,  who  doubted  harmony  of  ac- 
tion with  General  Pillow,  whom  he  ranked,  wrote  to  Polk 
on  August  20 :  "I  do  not  see  much  prospect  of  striking 
a  blow.  I  apprehend  that  we  are  all  too  weak,  combined, 
to  march  on  St.  Louis ;  "  bnt  he  added,  "  I  am  ready  and 
anxious  to  attempt  anything  which  may  afford  the  pros- 
pect of  success,"  This  dispatch,  together  with  the  more 
detailed  statements  of  Colonel  Borland,  who  came  as 
General  Hardee's  envoy,  and  was  empowered  to  speak 
for  him,  satisfied  Polk  that  Hardee,  although  prepared 
for  the  movement,  was  really  opposed  to  a  further  ad- 
vance at  that  time,  because  he  had  little  coufidence  in 
the  voluntary  cooperation  of  the  several  commands  upon 
which  success  depended.  Hardee  was  not  within  Polk's 
military  jurisdiction ;  he  had  shown  from  the  first  a 
ready  willingness  to  aid  in  the  campaign  to  the  full  ex- 
tent of  his  ability ;  and  Polk  felt  that,  under  the  existing 
circumstances,  Hardee's  judgment  as  to  bis  own  move- 
ments must  be  final.  Meanwhile,  in  spite  of  the  victory 
at  Wilson's  Creek,  General  McCullough  reported  that  he 
was  in  no  condition  to  advance,  or  even  to  repel  an  attack 
of  the  enemy  if  it  shoiild  be  made,  and  that  he  would 
therefore  be  compelled  to  fall  back  upon  Arkansas. 
Thus,  by  the  end  of  August  the  campaign  which  Polk 
had  projected  for  the  relief  of  Missouri  came  to  an 
end.  His  own  opinion  of  the  cause  of  its  failure  was 
expressed  in  a  letter  which  he  wrote  to  Mr.  Davis  on 
Augost  29 : 
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I  have  DOW  had  ample  opportnuity  to  judge  of  tbe  field  you 
have  asaig:ned  me,  as  well  as  of  the  fields  around  me  which 
have  been  aesigned  to  other  officers  as  theat«rs  for  defensive 
operations,  and  I  Am  well  satisfied,  from  the  workings  of  the 
existing  arrangements,  that  a  change  is  necessary. 

For  these  operations  to  be  directed  wisely,  harmonionsly, 
and  suceeasf ully,  they  should  be  combined  from  west  to  east 
serosa  the  Mississippi  VaUey,  and  placed  under  the  direction 
of  one  head ;  and  that  head  should  have  large  discretionary 
powers.  Such  a  position  is  one  of  great  responsibility,  in- 
volving and  requiring  large  experience  and  extensive  miUtary 
knowledge,  and  I  know  of  no  one  bo  well  equal  to  the  task  as 
our  friend  General  Albert  Sidney  Johnston.  8uoh  an  ap- 
pointment would  cover  all  the  commands  of  the  generals  now 
operating  in  fields  nearest  the  enemy  in  the  West,  and  would 
give  nniversa]  satisfaction.  Indeed,  actual  experience  shows 
that  all  the  generals  now  in  the  western  fields,  having  sepa- 
rate commands,  operate  to  groat  disadvanti^e,  in  consequence 
of  the  want  of  a  single  head. 

I  am  informed  our  friend  Gtenend  Johnston  is  daily  ex- 
pected. I  beg  very  respectfully,  but  earnestly,  to  ui^  upon 
you  the  expediency  of  this  appointment.  The  success  of  onr 
campai^  in  this  valley  may  depend  upon  such  an  arrange- 
ment, and  I  know  of  no  man  who  has  the  capacity  to  fill  the 
position,  who  could  be  had,  but  General  Johnston. 

The  reply  to  this  communication  was  an  order,  dated 
September  2,  extending  Polk's  command  so  as  to  em- 
brace the  State  of  Arkansas  and  all  military  operations 
in  f3ie  State  of  Missotiri,  and  with  this  order  came  the 
following  letter  from  the  President : 

BiCEHOND,  Va.,  September  2, 1861. 

Ml/  dear  General :  The  order  assigning  you  to  the  command 
of  all  operations  of  tbe  three  oolumns  west  of  tbe  MisHssippi, 
is  designed  to  give  a  single  head  to  the  campaign  for  the 
defense  of  Arkansas  and  tbe  reUef  of  Missouri, 

Unity  was  a  foreseen  necessity,  and  that  constituted  a 
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suffloient  reason  for  non-oomplianee  with  the  numerous  ap- 
plioatioas  made  to  me  to  ^ve  to  one  of  yonr  brigadiers  the 
same  rank  which  you  hold. 

I  regret  to  learn  that  you  find  an  unwiUin^fnesB  to  volunteer 
for  the  war.  You  know  the  disadvantage  of  the  constant 
repetition  of  the  scenes  of  sickness  and  sorrow  attendant 
upon  the  encampments  of  raw  troops.  The  efficiency  of 
seasoned  and  instructed  troops  can  alone  ensure  success  to 
our  army.  The  enemy  are  profiting  by  their  first  lessons. 
Would  that  our  people  would  learn  from  their  example. 

The  great  ^fflculty  is  to  supply  arms;  we  can  get  more 
men  for  the  war  than  we  can  arm  and  equip,  so  that  we  can- 
not aSord  to  arm  men  for  shorter  terms.  If  troops  oSer  to 
you  for  twelve  months,  armed  and.  equipped,  you  can  accept 
them  for  that  term ;  but  first  you  would  do  well  to  e^lain  to 
them  that  it  were  better  for  them  and  for  the  cause  in  which 
we  are  engaged,  that  they  should  enter  for  the  war.  Yon 
must  have  a  more  cordial  ooSperation  of  the  tiiree  columns, 
and  to  this  end  employ  any  one  who  disturbs  the  harmony  of 
joint  action  upon  some  service  near  to  your  headquarters 
and  under  your  more  immediate  supervision. 

Get  all  the  troops  you  can  raise  with  their  hunting-rifles; 
they  win  make  your  best  skirmisbers  if  properly  oi^nized 
and  commanded.  If  General  Pillow  be  necessary  with  the 
batteries  for  river  defense,  you  have,  in  General  Cheatham, 
a  brave  and  zealous  officer  who  will  lead  a  column  and  fully 
codperate  with  any  other  commander  with  whom  he  may 
happen  to  do  duty,  and  whose  rank  will  entitle  him  to  com- 
mand the  whole.  Keep  me  better  advised  of  your  forces 
and  purposes.  It  is  only  when  forewarned  that  I  can  meet 
your  wishes  or  yonr  wants.  In  proportion  as  our  means  are 
small,  so  do  we  need  to  have  long  notice. 

I  have  been  quite  dck,  and  have  not  before  attempted  to 
write  a  letter  since  my  convalescence. 

Uay  God  have  you  in  his  keeping,  and  bless  your  efforts 
with  all  deserved  success.  Sincerely  your  friend, 

Jeffebboh  Davis. 

Majob-Qknbbal  L.  PoiiE. 
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The  opportunity  for  an  aggressive  movement  into 
Missouri  had  by  this  time  passed.  To  meet  the  advance 
of  General  Pillow  and  General  Hardee,  General  Fremont 
had  collected  a  considerable  force  at  Cairo  and  the  adjsr 
cent  posts  of  Gape  Girardeau  and  Bird's  Point.  Several 
gunboats  had  been  added  to  the  Federal  force,  so  that, 
as  the  Confederates  were  without  a  single  boat,  this 
force  was  in  a  position  to  make  a  descent  upon  the  river 
at  any  moment. 

Island  No.  10  had  been  occupied  for  about  two  weeks, 
but  the  demands  upon  the  Ordnance  Department,  first 
for  Pillow's  movement  and  next  for  Zollieoffer's  new 
department  in  East  Tennessee,  had  left  only  six  guns  to 
be  placed  in  position  at  that  point.  Fort  Pillow  was 
better  prepared,  but  it  could  have  offered  only  a  feeble 
resistance  to  a  combined  attack  by  water  and  land.  K 
•General  Polk  had  had  at  his  disposal  but  5000  of  the 
troops  which  were  then  being  sent  to  Virginia,  or  which 
were  held  on  the  coast  by  States  whose  safety  depended 
upon  the  strengthening  of  his  line  of  defense,  he  would  . 
have  been  able  vigorously  to  prosecute  the  campaign  in 
Missouri  without  jeopardizing  his  position  on  the  river, 
and  without  risk  to  the  important  interests  of  his  depart- 
ment in  the  direction  of  Kentucky,  His  correspondence 
shows  that  he  was  keenly  alive  to  the  possibilities  of  the 
situation  and  to  their  importance  to  the  Confederacy. 
In  a  dispatch  dated  July  28  he  had  m^d  the  necessity 
of  reinforcements,  but  they  were  not  sent.  In  these  cir- 
cumstances it  was  evident  that  he  must  now  devote  his 
entire  energies  to  the  defense  of  the  Mississippi,  and,  for 
the  present,  to  that  alone. 

Even  during  the  abortive  movement  into  Missouri  he 
had  been  deeply  engaged  in  the  study  of  the  problems 
connected  with  the  defenses  of  the  river  above  Mem- 
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phie;  SDd  the  m^  perplexing  of  them  was  that  of 
securiDg  heavy  guns  for  the  works  whieh  it  would  be 
necessary  to  construet.  Fort  Pillow  had  been  partly 
built  before  he  took  command,  and  although  General 
Polk  was  not  wholly  satisfied  with  its  location,  its  com- 
pletion was  pressed  with  all  possible  speed.  Island  No. 
10  was  occupied  about  the  middle  of  August ;  but  it  was 
evident  to  General  Polk  that  the  State  authorities  of  Ken- 
tucky would  be  unable  to  maintain  a  position  of  neutral- 
ity, and  that  their  inability  or  unwillingness  to  keep  the 
Federal  troops  out  of  that  State  would  very  soon  make 
it  imperatively  necessary  to  the  safety  of  his  own  posi- 
tion that  he  should  occupy  certain  strategic  points 
within  the  borders  of  Kentucky.  He  was  anxious,  if 
possible,  to  occupy  Paducah,  but  Columbus  he  was 
deU^miined  to  secure  at  all  hazards.  In  preparation 
for  the  occupation  of  Columbus,  Clark's  command  was 
moved  up  from  Corinth  to  Union  City  on  the  Kentucky 
border;  and  on  August  26 — Uie  very  day  on  which  he 
suspended  Pillow's  advance  toward  Irouton — (jeneral 
Polk  su^ested  to  Hanlee  that  he  should  move  his  force 
over  to  New  Madrid  and  there  unite  the  two  commands, 
in  order  that  they  might  be  in  readiness  for  the  contem- 
plated movement  up  the  river.  Hardee,  however,  had 
fallen  back  toward  Arkansas,  and  was  too  far  distant  to 
cooperate  with  him  just  then.  For  Polk's  especial  work 
Columbus  was  more  importEint  than  Paducah ;  for  at 
Columbus,  as  he  clearly  saw,  he  must  establish  his  first 
line  of  defense,  his  second  being  at  Island  No.  10,  and 
his  third  at  Fort  Pillow.  The  position  of  Island  No.  10 
made  it  in  some  respects  the  strongest  of  the  three ;  but 
the  high  bluffs  of  Columbus  gave  a  better  command  of 
the  river.  He  determined,  therefore,  that  Columbus 
must  be  occupied,  and  that  all  the  resources  of  military 
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science  and  ordnance  should  be  applied  to  make  it  for- 
midable. From  the  time  when  this  plan  was  first  ma- 
tured until  he  was  ordered,  more  than  half  a  year  later, 
to  evacuate  Columbus,  there  was  not  a  day  on  which  he 
was  not  actively  engaged  in  some  detail  of  its  execution. 
The  attempted  neutrabty  of  Kentucky  was  one  of  the 
embarrassments  of  the  military  situation  in  the  West. 
As  soon  as  war  between  the  States  was  seen  to  be  inevi- 
table, the  authorities  of  Kentucky  proclaimed  that  their 
Commonwealth  would  observe  a  strict  neutrality  between 
the  contending  sections ;  and  in  a  feeble  way  they  began 
the  formation  of  a  "  State  Guard  "  for  the  maintenance 
of  a  neutrality  which  wEts  Ets  rational  and  feasible  as  the 
neutrality  of  wheat  betwixt  the  upper  and  nether  mill- 
stones. For  the  Federal  Government  to  resjiect  the 
neutrality  of  Kentucky  would  have  been  to  recognize 
and  concede  the  right  of  secession  in  the  more  southern 
State ;  for  the  assertion  by  a  single  State  of  the  right  to 
repudiate  its  federal  obligations  while  pretending  to  re- 
tain its  place  in  the  Union,  was  the  most  extreme  and  the 
most  offensive  —  as  it  was  certainly  the  most  illogical  — 
form  in  which  the  right  of  absolute  State  sovereignty, 
and  with  it  the  right  of  secession,  could  be  expressed. 
It  was  manifest  from  the  first  that  no  such  neutrality 
could  be  maintained,  and  its  proclamation  caused  a 
nearly  equal  embarrassment  to  both  sides.  The  Union- 
ist leaders  of  Kentucky  feared  that  an  "invasion"  of 
the  State  by  Federal  forces,  in  defiance  of  their  procla- 
mation, would  drive  it  openly  and  officially  into  tlie 
arms  of  the  South;  and  the  Confederate  authorities, 
hampered  by  the  doctrine  of  State  rights,  were  reluctant 
to  invade  a  State  which  declared  that  it  was  not  at  war 
with  them.  Meanwhile  General  Polk  was  left  by  the 
Richmond  government  without  instructions  concerning 
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the  extent  to  wMeh  Kentucky's  neutrality  must  be  re- 
spected ;  and  seeing  that  the  responsibUity  in  the  prem- 
ises rested  upon  him,  he  soon  made  up  his  mind  that  he 
would  respect  the  neutrality  of  Kentucky  just  so  long  as 
it  should  be  consistent  with  the  safety  of  his  command, 
and  no  longer.  With  this  view,  as  we  have  seen,  he 
placed  a  force  on  the  border  to  be  in  readiness  to  take 
instant  action  when  the  necessity  which  he  anticipated 
should  occur.  It  camo  sooner  than  he  expected.  On 
August  28  General  Fremont  assigned  General  Grant  to 
the  command  of  the  Federal  troops  in  southeast  Missouri, 
to  operate  against  the  force  which  General  Polk  had 
been  endeavoring'  to  push  into  that  part  of  the  State. 
In  the  letter  in  which  General  Fremont  assigned  General 
Grant  to  that  duty,  he  added  that,  in  connection  with  the 
operations  in  southeast  Missouri,  his  intention  was  to 
occupy  Columbus,  Ky.  With  that  end  in  view,  a  land 
and  naval  force  was  dispatched,  under  Colonel  Wagner, 
to  occupy  and  hold  the  town  of  Belmont  on  the  Missouri 
shore  opposite  Columbus,  and,  having  effected  a  land- 
ing on  September  2,  it  remained  there  awaiting  further 
orders. 

In  the  mean  time  General  Polk  had  moved  Pillow  back 
to  New  Madrid,  and  on  learning  of  the  Federal  occupation 
of  Belmont  he  directed  Pillow  to  move  on  Columbus. 
On  the  3d  of  September  the  troops  were  pushed  forward 
from  Union  City,  and  on  the  4th  he  occupied  Columbus 
with  his  combined  forces,  anticipating  General  Grant's 
movement  by  a  little  more  than  twenty-four  hours. 
That  officer  had  been  unable  to  effect  his  <!ombinations 
as  rapidly  as  the  occasion  demanded,  and  he  had  been 
so  completely  misinformed  of  the  movements  of  Polk's 
force,  that,  on  the  4th — that  is,  on  the  day  when  Colum- 
bus was  entered  by  the  Confederates — Grant  was  en- 
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gaged  in  preparations  to  seize  it  on  the  night  of 
the  5th.' 

It  had  been  Polk's  design  to  occupy  Padiicah  as  well 
as  Columbus.  This  purpose,  however,  he  felt  himself 
obliged  to  forego,  in  view  of  the  ease  and  rapidity  with 
which  the  Federal  troops  could  be  concentrated  for  an 
attack  on  either  place.  Their  gunboats  and  other  means 
of  river  transport,  both  on  the  Ohio  and  on  the  Missis- 
sippi, gave  them  advantages  for  massing  their  forces  at 
either  point,  with  which  Polk  knew  that,  even  on  the  short- 
est lines  at  his  disposal,  he  could  not  cope.  Meanwhile 
the  Federal  authorities,  finding  that  their  own  designs 
had  been  anticipated  aud  forestalled,  converted  the  Con- 
federate occupation  of  Columbus  into  an  excuse  for  the 
seizure  of  Paducah  and  the  occupation  of  the  Kentucky 
shore  opposite  Cairo.  There  is  nothing  to  be  said 
against  the  right  of  the  Union  army  to  occupy  those 
places  in  Kentucky,  and  it  was  doubtless  expedient  to 
offer  some  excuse  for  the  Pe<leral  breach  of  Kentucky's 
neutrality ;  but  the  excuse  which  was  alleged  was  utterly 
false.  Paducah  was  not  seized  because  the  Confederates 
had  occupied  Columbus ;  Fremont's  inetmctions  to  Grant 
show  that  the  Federals  had  fully  resolved  to  occupy  both 
Columbus  and  Paducah  in  accoidance  with  plans  that 
had  been  made,  and  in  pursuance  of  orders  that  had  been 
given,  before  the  Confederate  occupation  of  Columbus  had ' 
taken  place.  But  the  tenderness  with  which  the  Federal 
Government  affected  to  treat  Kentucky's  neutrality  was 
undoubtedly  judicious,  and  was  fully  rewarded  by  the 
material  aid  subsequently  received  from  the  leaders  of  the 
Union  cause  in  that  State,  as  soon  afterward  appeared  in 
the  correspondence  between  them  and  the  Confederates. 

1  "Official  B«eordi,War  o(  BebelUoo,"  Series  I,  toL  U],  pp.  612, 617, 
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When  it  was  known  at  Richmond  that  the  Confeder- 
ate forces  had  invaded  Kentucky,  the  Secretary  of  War 
instantly  ordered  Polk  to  withdraw  them.  The  Gov- 
ernor of  Tennessee  also  urged  him  to  retire  without  de- 
lay. Polk,  however,  referred  the  matt«r  to  Mr.  Davis, 
and  firmly  declared  his  intention,  unless  otherwise  posi- 
tively ordered,  to  hold  the  position  which  he  had  gained. 
When  the  question  was  submitted  to  Mr.  Davis,  his 
reply  was,  "  The  necessity  justifies  the  action."  Never- 
theless, the  military  situation  was  still  so  intricately  in- 
volved with  questions  wholly  political,  and  everything 
affecting  the  doctrine  of  State  sovereignty  was  regarded 
as  of  such  fundamental  importance  that  some  consid- 
erable time  elapsed  and  much  correspondence  passed 
before  Polk  was  fully  sustained  by  the  Confederate 
authorities. 

As  soon  as  time  permitted.  General  Polk  wrote,  under 
date  of  September  8,  to  Mr.  M^oiSn,  the  Governor  of 
Kentucky : 

I  should  have  dispatched  you  immediately,  as  the  troops 
under  my  commaod  toolc  possession  of  this  positioD,  the  very 
few  words  I  addressed  to  the  people  here ;  bnt  my  duties 
since  that  time  so  preoccupied  me  that  I  have  but  now  the 
first  leisure  moment  to  eommuDioate  with  you.  It  would  be 
sufficient  for  me  to  inform  you  (as  my  short  address  here  will 
do)  that  I  had  information  on  which  I  could  rely,  that  the 
Federal  forces  intended  and  were  preparing  to  seize  Colum- 
bus. I  need  not  describe  to  you  the  danger  resulting  to  West 
Tennessee  from  such  occupation.  My  responsibility  eonld  not 
permit  me  quietly  ta  lose  to  the  command  entrusted  to  me 
so  important  a  podtion.  In  evidence  of  the  accuracy  of  the 
information  I  possessed,  I  wiU  state  that,  as  the  Confederate 
troops  approached  this  pla«e,  the  Federal  troops  were  found 
in  formidable  numbers  in  portion  upon  the  opposite  bank, 
with  their  cannon  turned  upon  Columbus.    The  citizens  of 
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th«  town  had  Bed  with  terror,  and  not  a  word  oE  assnrance,  or 
safety,  or  protection  had  been  addressed  to  them. 

Since  I  have  taken  possession  of  tliis  place,  I  Iiave  been  in- 
formed by  highly  responsible  citizens  of  your  State  that  cer- 
tain representatives  of  the  Federal  Govemnient  are  setting 
up  complaints  of  my  act  of  occupying  it,  and  are  making  it  a 
pretext  for  seizing  other  positions.  Upon  this  proceeding  I 
have  no  oommeut  to  make  ;  but  I  am  prepared  to  say  that  I 
will  agree  to  withdraw  the  Confederate  troops  from  Kentucky, 
provided  that  she  will  agree  that  the  troops  of  the  Federal 
Government  be  withdrawn  simnltaneously,  with  a  guarantee 
(which  I  will  give  reciprocally  for  the  Confederato  Govern- 
ment) that  the  Federal  troops  shall  not  be  allowed  to  enter  or 
occupy  any  point  of  Kentucky  in  the  future. 

No  sooner  was  this  letter  forwarded  than  the  follow- 
ing communication  was  received  from  the  chairman  of  a 
committee  appointed  by  the  State  legislature  {Septem- 
ber 9) : 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  Kentucky,  adopted  by  tliat  body  upon  the  reception 
of  inteltigcnee  of  the  military  occupation  of  Hickman,  Chalk 
Bank,  and  Columbus  by  the  Confederate  troops  nnder  your 
command.  I  need  not  say  that  the  people  of  Kentucky  are 
profoundly  astonished  that  such  an  aet  should  have  been 
committed  by  the  Confederates,  and  especially  that  they 
should  have  been  the  first  to  do  so  with  an  equipped  and 
regularly  organized  army. 

The  people  of  Kentucky  having  with  great  unanimity  deter- 
mined upon  a  position  of  neutrahty  in  the  unhappy  war  now 
being  waged,  and  which  they  had  tried  in  vain  to  prevent, 
had  hoped  that  one  place  at  least  in  this  great  nation  mi^ht 
remain  uninvaded  by  passion,  and  through  whose  good  ofBces 
something  might  be  done  to  end  the  war,  or  at  least  to  miti- 
gate its  horrors ;  or,  if  this  were  not  possible,  that  she  might 
be  left  to  choose  her  destiny  without  disturbance  from  any 
qou^ter. 
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In  obedience  to  the  thrice-repeated  will  of  the  people,  as 
expressed  at  the  polls,  and  in  their  name,  I  ask  you  to  widi- 
drav  your  forces  from  the  soil  of  Kentucky. 

I  will  say,  in  conclusion,  that  all  the  people  of  the  State 
await,  in  deep  suspense,  your  action  in  the  premises. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant,  etc., 
John  U.  Johnson, 

Chaimum  of  CommitUe. 


To  tMs,  General  Polk,  under  the  same  date,  replied : 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  this  date,  conveying  to  me  a  copy  of  a  resolution  of  the 
Senat«  of  Kentucky,  under  which  a  committee  (of  which  you 
are  chairman)  was  raised  "  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the 
reported  occupation  of  Hickman  and  other  points  in  Kentucky 
by  Confederate  troops,  and  that  they  take  into  consideration 
the  reported  occupation  of  Paducah  and  other  points  in 
Kentucky  by  the  Federal  authorities,  and  report  thereon  " ; 
also,  that  they  be  "  directed  to  obtain  all  the  facts  they  can  in 
reference  to  the  recent  occupation  of  Kentucky  soil  by  the 
Confederate  and  Federal  forces,  and  report  in  writing  at  as 
early  a  day  as  practicable." 

From  the  terms  of  the  resolution  it  appears  your  office  as 
committeemen  was  restricted  merely  to  collecting  the  facts  in 
reference  to  the  recent  occupation  of  Kentucky  soil  by  the 
Confederat«  and  Federal  forces,  and  to  report  thereon  in 
writing  at  as  early  a  day  as  posable.  In  answer  to  these 
resolutions  I  have  respectfully  ta  say  that,  so  far  as  the  Con- 
federate forces  are  concerned,  the  facts  are  plain  and  shortly 
stated.  The  government  which  they  represent,  recognizing 
as  a  fundamental  principle  the  right  of  sovereign  States  to 
take  such  a  portion  as  they  choose  in  regard  to  their  relations 
with  other  States,  was  compelled  by  that  principle  to  concede 
to  Kentucky  the  right  to  assume  the  position  of  neutrality 
which  she  has  chosen  in  the  passing  struggle.  This  it  has 
done  on  all  occasions  and  without  an  exception.  The  cases 
alluded  to  by  His  Excellency,  Qovemor  Magoffin,  in  his  recent 
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message  as  "  raids,"  I  preatune,  are  the  cases  of  the  steamers 
"Cheney"  and  "Orr."  The  former  was  the  imauthorized 
and  unrecognized  act  of  certain  citizens  of  Alabama,  and  the 
latter  the  aet  of  eertain  citizens  of  Tennessee  and  others,  and 
was  an  act  of  reprisal.  They  cannot,  therefore,  be  charged  in 
any  sense  as  acts  of  the  Confederate  Govemmeat. 

The  first  and  only  instance  in  which  the  neutrality  of 
Kentucky  has  been  disregarded  is  that  in  which  the  troops 
under  my  command,  and  by  my  direction,  took  possession  of 
the  place  I  now  hold,  and  so  much  of  the  territory  between  it 
and  the  Tennessee  line  as  was  necessary  for  me  to  pass  over 
in  order  to  reach  it.  This  act  finds  abundant  justification  in 
the  history  of  the  concessions  granted  to  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment by  Kentucky  ever  since  the  war  began,  notwithstanding 
the  position  of  neutrality  which  she  has  assumed  and  the 
firmness  with  which  she  has  proclaimed  her  intention  to 
maintain  it.  That  history  shows  the  following  among  other 
facts:  In  January  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Kentucky 
passed  anti-coercion  resolutions  —  only  four  dissenting.  The 
governor,  in  May,  issued  his  neutrality  proclamation.  The 
address  of  the  Union  Central  Committee,  including  Kr.  James 
Speed,  Mr.  Prentice,  and  other  prominent  Union  men,  in 
April,  proclaimed  neutrality  as  a  policy  of  Kentucky,  and 
claimed  that  an  attempt  to  coerce  the  South  should  induce 
Kentucky  to  make  common  cause  with  her  and  take  part  in 
the  contest  on  her  side  "  without  counting  the  cost."  The 
Union  speakers  and  papers,  with  few  exceptions,  claimed,  up 
to  the  last  election,  that  the  Union  vote  was  strict  neutrality 
and  peace.  These  facts  and  events  gave  assurance  of  the 
integrity  of  the  avowed  purpose  of  your  State,  and  we  were 
content  with  the  position  she  assumed. 

Since  the  election,  however,  she  has  allowed  the  seianre 
in  her  ports  (Paducah)  of  -property  of  citizens  of  the  Con- 
federate States ;  she  has  by  her  members  in  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  voted  suppUes  of  men  and  money  to 
carry  on  the  war  against  the  Confederate  States;  she  has 
allowed  the  Federal  Government  to  cut  timber  from  her 
forests  for  the  purpose  of  building  armed  boats  for  the  in- 
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Tasioa  of  the  soutiiera  States ;  she  is  permitting  to  be  en- 
listed in  her  territory  troops,  not  only  of  her  own  citizens, 
but  the  citizens  of  other  8tat«s,  for  the  purpose  of  being 
armed  and  used  in  offensiTe  warfare  against  the  Confederate 
States.  At  Camp  Robinson,  in  the  county  of  Garrard,  there 
are  now  ten  thousand  troops,  if  the  newspapers  can  be  relied 
upon,  in  which  men  &om  Tennessee,  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illi-_ 
nois  are  mustered  with  Kentuckians  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  and  armed  by  that  government  for  the  avowed 
purpose  of  giving  aid  to  the  disaffected  in  one  of  the  Con- 
federate States,  and  of  carrying  out  the  designs  of  that 
government  for  their  subjugation.  Notwithstanding  all  these 
and  other  facts  of  a  similar  character,  the  Confederate  States 
have  continued  to  respect  the  attitude  which  Kentucky  has 
assumed  as  a  neutral,  and  forborne  from  reprisals,  in  the 
hope  that  Kentucky  would  yet  enforce  respect  for  her  posi- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States- 
Our  patient  expectation  has  been  disappointed,  and  it  was 
only  when  we  perceived  that  this  continued  indifference  to 
our  lighte  and  our  safety  was  about  to  culminate  in  the 
seizure  of  an  important  part  of  her  territory  by  the  United 
States  forces  for  offensive  operations  against  the  Confederate 
States,  that  a  regard  for  self-preservation  demanded  of  us 
to  seize  it  in  advance.  We  are  here,  therefore,  not  by  choice, 
but  of  necessity ;  and,  as  I  have  had  the  honor  to  say  in  the 
communication  addressed  to  His  Eseellency,  Qovemor  Ma- 
goffin, a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  enclosed  and  submitted  as 
a  part  of  my  reply,  so  I  now  repeat,  in  answer  to  your  request, 
that  I  am  prepared  to  agree  to  withdraw  the  Confederate 
troops  from  Kentucky,  provided  she  will  agree  that  the  troops 
of  the  Federal  Qoverament  be  withdrawn  ^multAneousIy, 
with  a  gaarantce  (which  I  will  give  reciprocally  for  the  Con- 
federate Government)  that  the  Federal  troops  shall  not  be 
allowed  to  enter  or  occupy  any  part  of  Kentucky  for  the 

In  view  of  the  facte  submitted,  I  cannot  but  think  the 
world  at  lai^  will  find  it  difficult  to  appreciate  tiie  "pro- 
found astonishment"  with  which  you   say  the  people    of 
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Kentnoky  reoeived  tbe  mteUigenoe   of  l^e  oooapatioii  of 
this  place. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully, 

Tour  obedient  servant,  ete., 

JjEonidas  Pole, 
XtQor-General  CoMmanding. 

A  second  commutiicatioiL  was  received,  on  September 
13,  (roni  a  committee  of  citizens  representing  the  ele- 
ment in  the  State  which  favored  a  union  with  the  Con- 
federate States.  This  letter,  together  with  the  corre- 
spondence with  the  legislatm^,  Polk  forwarded  to  Mr. 
Davis,  making  the  following  comment  upon  the  com- 
munication from  the  citizens : 

Columbus,  September  14, 1861. 
His  ExceUettcy,  Jefferson  Davis,  President,elc. :  Kncloeed  1  send 
you  a  letter  from  two  distinguished  gentlemen  of  Kentucky 
which  will  explain  itself.  My  own  opinion  is,  they  overrate 
the  importance  of  the  seizure  on  the  public  mind  of  Ken- 
tucky. This  is,  as  I  regard  it,  from  other  sources  of  informa- 
tion. They  both  agree  that  the  course  Kentucky  has  pursued 
deprives  her  of  the  right  to  protest,  and,  so  far  as  the  protec- 
tion of  Tennessee  is  concerned,  the  seizure  in  a  military  point 
of  view  was  a  necessity.  Both  deplore  the  effect  on  what 
they  think  its  political  influence.  I  beKeve,  if  we  could  have 
found  a  respectable  pretext,  it  would  have  been  better  to 
have  seized  this  place  some  months  ago,  as  I  am  convinced 
we  had  more  friends  then  in  Kentucky  than  we  have  had 
since,  and  every  hour's  delay  made  against  us.  Kentucky 
was  fast  melting  away  under  the  influence  of  the  Lineotu 
Oovemmeat.  If  we  make  the  stand  now,  and  do  it  vigor- 
ously, we  shall  find  we  have  more  allies  in  the  State  than  we 
shall  ever  have  at  any  future  day ;  and  if  our  arms  should  be 
successful  in  a  few  battles,  the  State  will  soon  abandon  the 
position  which  fear  of  the  power  of  the  Federal  Government 
alone  constrains  her  now  to  m^utain.     Give  us  armies,  with 
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more  commaaderB,  and  we  cannot  but  believe  that  the  State 
will  rally  strongly  to  onr  support  for  their  emancipation. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

L.  Polk, 
Maior-Qmeral  CommandtTtg. 

The  Governor  of  Kentucky,  in  obedience  to  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  legislature,  now  issued  a  proclamation  order- 
ing the  Confederate  troops  from  the  State.  This  action 
Polk  promptly  communicated  to  Mr.  Davis,  and  received 
the  following  reply,  dated  September  13 :  "I  desire  to 
treat  Kentucky  with  all  possible  respect ;  your  occupa- 
tion of  Kentucky,  being  necessary  as  a  defensive  mea- 
sure, will,  of  course,  be  limited  by  the  existence  of  such 
necessity."  At  the  same  time  Mr.  Davis  referred  the 
question  to  the  decision  of  General  Albert  Sidney  John- 
ston, who  had  now  arrived  and  had  been  assigned  to 
the  command  in  the  West 

On  September  15  President  Davis  wrote  to  General 
Polk: 

Your  correspondence  with  the  committee  and  the  Governor 
of  Kentucky  has  been  considered  and  approved.  Governor 
Harm  and  others  have  represented  to  me  that  the  occupation 
of  Columbus  and  Hickman  would  work  pohtioal  detriment  to 
our  cause  in  Kentucky.  It  is  true  that  the  solution  of  the 
problem  requires  the  consideration  of  other  than  the  mihtary 
elements  involved  in  it ;  but  we  cannot  permit  the  indeter- 
minate quantities,  the  political  elements,  to  control  our  action 
in  cases  of  military  neces^ty.  Such  I  regard  your  occupation 
of  Cotnmbus  to  be;  and  yourofFer  to  evacuate,  upon  a  reason- 
able assurance  that  it  would  not  be  occupied  and  other  places 
continue  to  be  held  by  the  enemy,  furnishes  all  tliat  could  be 
required  of  respect  for  the  declared  neutrality  on  the  pait  of 
Kentucky. 
.  Your  wish  for  Cteneral  A.  S.  Johnston  to  command  the 
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operations  in  the  West  has  heen  fulfilled.  He  b  now,  I  sup- 
pose, at  Nashville,  and  you  will  soon  have  the  aid  of  his 
presence  with  the  army. 

I  am  gratified  that  the  people  of  Columbus  recognized  in 
yoa  a  defender  of  tbeir  rights,  and  made  common  canse  with 
yon.  This  alone  would  suffice  to  prove  that  we  have  adhered 
to  onr  declared  abstinence  from  any  policy  of  conquest.  I 
feel  deeply  uixious  as  to  the  course  of  Kentucky,  and  sincerely 
trust  your  expectations  will  be  realized  in  relation  to  the 
people  of  the  section  in  which  you  now  are. 

The  question  was  finally  settled  by  General  Johnston, 
who,  after  a  conference  with  Governor  Harris,  and  a  full 
consideration  of  all  the  facts  of  the  situation,  wrote  as 
follows  to  the  President : 

Nashvillb,  Tenn.,  September  16, 1861. 

His  Excellency,  J^eraon  Davis:  I  am  satisfied  that  the 
political  bearing  of  the  question  presented  for  my  decision 
has  been  decided  by  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky. 

The  Legislature  of  Kentucky  has  required  the  prompt 
removal  of  all  Confederate  forces  from  her  soil,  and  the 
Qovemor  of  Kentucky  has  issued  his  proclamation  to  that. 
effect.  The  troops  will  not  be  withdrawn.  It  is  not  possible 
to  withdraw  them  now  from  Columbus  in  the  west,  and  from 
Cumberland  Ford  in  the  east,  without  opening  the  frontiers 
of  Tennessee  and  the  Mississippi  River  to  the  enemy,  and  this 
is  regarded  as  essential  to  our  present  line  of  defense  as  well 
as  to  any  future  operations.  So  far  from  yielding  to  the  de- 
mand for  the  withdrawal  of  our  troops,  I  have  determined  to 
occupy  Bowling  Green  at  once. 

Throughout  this  anxious  time,  though  the  efforts 
which  were  ma<le  to  induce  Mr.  Davis  to  order  the  Con- 
federate forces  to  evacuate  Columbus  caused  Polk  no 
little  uneasiness,  he  did  not  eiIIow  it  to  retard  his  opera- 
tions in  strengthening  his   position.     Military  works 
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were  begun  on  the  very  day  of  the  occupation,  and  they 
were  pressed  on  without  intermission  and  with  all  possi- 
ble speed.  On  September  14,  exercising  the  authority 
conferred  on  him  by  the  order  of  September  2,'  he  ordered 
Hardee  to  the  Mississippi  Eiver  near  New  Madrid,  so  that 
he  might  be  at  hand  for  any  movement  that  might  be 
necessary.  Paducah  still  occupied  his  thoughts,  and  in 
a  dispatch  of  the  same  date  to  President  Davis  he  wrote : 
'■  I  hear  the  Federalists  have  about  8000  infantry  and 
loOO  cavalry  at  Paducah,  I  moved  Cheatham's  brigade 
and  Stevens's  regiment  out  to-day  to  Mayfleld,  to  protect 
my  right  flank.  It  is  of  the  highest  importance  that 
we'  should  have  a  large  reinforcement  now  to  press  the 
enemy  before  he  has  time  to  fortify.  He  has  laid  out 
extensive  works  around  Paducah,  and  is  meaning  evi- 
dently to  make  it  his  base.  C.  P.  Smith  is  in  command." 
Writing  his  wife,  September  18,  Polk  said :  "  Wo 
should  have  had  more  force  than  we  had,  but  the  course 
of  things  has  been  such  as  to  have  taken  an  undue  pro- 
portion of  the  force  of  the  Mississippi  Valley  to  the 
east."  Again,  on  September  25,  he  wrote  her:  "You 
have  seen  why  I  came  here.  I  shall  use  this  as  a  startr 
ing-point  for  going  farther,  as  my  opinion  is  that  a  for- 
ward movement  is  the  one  for  our  cause."  But  more 
troops  could  not  be  had.  Men  were  plentiful,  for  the 
enthusiasm  of  war  was  upon  the  people ;  but  arms  could 
not  be  procured.  Zollicoffer  was  moving  into  Kentucky 
on  the  east,  and  needed  help ;  in  ceutral  Kentucky  there 
was  an  urgent  demand  for  troops  to  meet  the  move- 
ments of  the  Federal  forces  there ;  Hardee's  march  was 
therefore  continued  to  Bowling  Green,  and  Polk  had  to 
content  himself  with  the  possession  of  Columbus. 

I  "  Offldal  Records,  War  of  RebeUlon,"  voL  iii,  p.  702. 
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The  'lisappointments  of  the  situation  in  Kentucky, 
however,  were  in  a  measure  relieved  by  the  cheering  news 
which  soon  came  from  Piiee.  While  General  Polk  had 
been  occupied  with  affairs  in  Kentucky,  the  army  of  the 
State  of  Missouri,  wliiiih  he  had  tried  so  hard  to  aid,  had 
not  been  idle.  In  the  southeastern  portion  of  that  State 
there  was  a  small  force  of  cavalry  under  General  JcflE, 
Thompson,  which  kept  the  Federal  foi-ees  about  Bird's 
Point  in  a  constant  state  of  annoyance,  and  as  a  source 
of  inf(»rmation  concerning  the  movements  of  the  enemy 
in  that  quarter  was  of  much  service  to  the  garrison  at 
Oolumbns.  But  events  of  great  importance  had  occurred 
in  other  portions  of  Missouri,  which  gratified  Polk  all  Ihe 
more  by  tlie  assurance  that,  after  all,  his  movements  had 
been  of  some  service  to  the  Confederates  of  that  State. 
The  advance  of  his  troops  into  east  Missouri,  and  after- 
ward into  Kentucky,  had  caused  the  withdrawal  of  most 
of  the  Federal  forces  to  the  Mississippi  River,  and  Price, 
taking  advantage  of  this  diversion,  had  invaded  the  Stat* 
and  swept  everything  before  him  up  to  the  Missouri  Eiver. 
General  Polk  had  shai-ed  his  scanty  supply  of  war  mate- 
rial with  that-  gallant  little  army ;  he  was  still  ready  to 
aid  it  to  the  extent  of  his  ability;  and  on  October  11 
he  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  the  following  dispatch 
from  General  Price : 

Headquaktebs,  MissotTBi  State  Forces, 

Lexington,  Mo,,  September  24, 1861. 

General.-  I  have  the  honor  to  onelose  herewith  a  requisition 

for  three  million  of  musket  percuBsion-caps  that  I  much  need, 

and  which  General  Harding  informs  me  you  have  kindly 

offered  to  furnish. 

I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  I  have  with  my  army  success- 
fully reached  the  Missouri  River,  defeating  the  enemy  where- 
ever  they  opposed  my  progress  and  capturing  this  place  with 
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scarcely  any  loss.  It  is  quite  a  prize  to  us,  for,  besides  about 
3000  prisoners,  we  hare  taken  more  than  a  million  dollars' 
wori-h  of  arms,  ammiuiition,  and  other  property  most  valuable 
to  us  at  present.  My  present  force  consists  of  upwards  of 
20,000  men,  and  daUy  iucrearang.  I  have  not  yet  fully  decided 
on  my  future  movements,  which  must  depend  much  on  those 
of  the  enemy,  but  they  will  have  reference  to  an  eariy  move- 
ment on  St.  Louis.  Any  suggestions  or  information  trom 
you  win  be  thankfully  received,  and  it  will  afford  me  the 
greatest  pleasure  to  coSperate  with  you  in  any  operations  you 
may  undertake. 
I  am,  general. 

With  sentiments  of  much  respect  and  esteem, 

Sterling  Pbice, 
Major-General  Commanding. 
To  Majoe-Genbeal  L.  Polk,  C.  S.  A., 
Memphis,  Tenn. 

The  movements  of  the  Missouri  State  forces  of  which 
this  letter  tells  culminated  in  one  of  the  most  successful 
campaigns  of  the  year;  but  the  ultimate  result  was  of 
small  consequence  to  the  Confederacy,  because  it  was 
made  too  late  to  influence  the  political  status  of  the  State, 
its  entire  machinery  being  then  in  the  hands  of  those 
who  were  in  active  sympathy  with  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment. 

This  would  have  been  prevented  by  the  campaign 
planned  and  urged  by  General  Polk,  because  at  that 
time  the  friends  of  the  Confederacy  in  Missouri  were 
Buffleiently  numerous  and  active  to  secure  the  State. 
The  bearing  of  such  an  accession  upon  the  fortunes  of 
the  Confederacy,  especially  in  this  quarter,  is  readily 
seen  by  referring  to  the  documents  and  correspondence 
■  of  that  date  dealing  with  the  subject.  The  matter  of 
special  importance  in  tbia  memoir,  however,  is  General 
Polk's  attitude  in  this  crisis. 
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He  arrived  in  MemphiB  on  July  13,  and  on  the  23d, 
in  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  he  outliaed  a  cam- 
paign which  the  record  shows  was  not  only  feasible,  but 
would  have  been  carried  out  had  General  Polk  been 
empowered  to  direct  the  forces,  which  in  two  weeks  from 
the  date  of  this  letter  could  have  been  put  in  motion  in 
Missouri. 

These  facts,  together  with  the  remaining  events  chron- 
icled in  this  chapter,  show  not  only  the  comprehensive 
readiness  of  the  man  in  his  new  position,  but  also  the 
facility  with  which  he  grasped  the  situations  confront- 
ing liim ;  and  the  directness  with  which  he  moved  upon 
them  justified  the  estimate  of  his  abilities  which  the  as- 
signment to  so  important  a  command  implied. 

To  Indie&te  his  eoDDection  witli  the  erenta  of  which  this  Talnme  treats, 
the  writec  will  ssf  here,  that  he  served  as  on  artUlery  officer  flrst.  in 
UcCown'a  diriidoii  at  Colurabua.  New  Msdiid,  and  laland  No.  10,  then  in 
CUrk'a  diTitdon  at  Shlloh  and  Corinth,  and  later  in  Cbeatham'M  division 
during  the  Eentuck;  campaign,  and  at  Stone  River.  I>uriiig  the  Tolla- 
homa,  Cbickamsuga,  Ueridian,  and  Atlanta  cunp^^s,  he  served  on  the 
ataS  of  QenenU  Pol^.  In  the  subsequent  operationa  of  the  Army  in 
Tennessee,  he  served  as  odjntant  to  the  artillerj  regiment  of  Stewart's 
corps.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War  (then  aged  sixteen)  he  was  a 
cadet  at  the  Military  Inxtltuto  of  Virgliiia  (Leiingtoii),  from  which,  with 
one  hundred  and  Bfty  eadela.  he  was  detached  for  the  pnrpose  of  drilling 
the  Vir^nla  troops.  This  servlee  was  pertonned  under  the  direction  of 
Major  Thomas  3.  Jackson  {Stonewall).  Later  the  writer  was  assigned  to 
similar  duty  with  the  Tennessee  troops  under  Generat  ZoliooiTer. 
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CHAPTER  n. 

BELMONT. 
OCTOBBB  TO  DeCBHBEB,  1861. 

Ckmeral  Albert  Sidney  Johnaton  sBBumea  coiuinBDd  of  Department  No.  2. 

—  Thediffioulties  of  the  position.— Polk'seatimate  of  Johnston.— General 
Polk  commands  tbe  river  defenses. — Qeneral  Fremont  orders  Generals 
Grant  and  Smitb  to  make  »  demonstration  against  Columbns. —  Qeneral 
Grant  steams  down  the  MUflissippi  and  disembirkg  Bve  miles  above 
Belmont. — General  Polk  sends  General  Pillow  to  relief  of  camp  at  Bel- 
mont.-The  battle.  — 27th  Illinois  Be^inent.— Nonibere  engaged  on 
either  side—  General  Pillow.—  Battles  of  Belmont  and  Shiloh  compared. 
— Exchange  of  prisoners.  —  Correspondence  between  General  Polk  and 
General  Grant.— Letter  to  Mrs.  Polk.— Accident  to  General  Polk  and 
death  of  Captain  Keiter  and  Lieutenant  Snowden. — Meeting  of  the 
Confederate  and  Union  generals  .—The  toast  to  Washington. — Cheat- 
ham's way  to  a  settlement  of  the  war. — The  narrative  of  General 
Sumner's  dauehter.— A  dinner  with  President  Davis.- The  death  of 
Major  Butler. 

On  September  15  General  Albert  Sidney  Johnston 
assumed  command  of  the  Confederate  forces  in  the 
West,  including  all  which  were  then  operating  in  Mis- 
souri, Arkansas,  Tennessee,  and  Kentucky,  The  appoints 
ment  of  this  able  soldier  gave  universal  satisfaction,  and 
no  one  rejoiced  more  than  Polk  at  this  accession  to 
the  fortunes  of  the  Confederacy.  He  had  known  John- 
ston from  boyhood ;  they  had  been  room-mates  at  West 
Point,  and  in  the  intimacy  of  a  life-long  friendship  each 
of  them  had  learned  to  know  and  trust  the  abilities  and 
qualities  of  the  other.  Though  they  had  been  separated 
for  many  years,  Polk  had  never  lost  sight  of  his  friend. 
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On  his  return  from  Europe  in  1831,  lie  brought  with  him 
an  onyx-cameo  head  of  Washington,  which  he  sent  to 
Johnston  with  this  message;  "I  could  find  nothing  so 
appropriate  as  a  present  for  you,  for  I  have  never  known 
any  one  whose  character  so  closely  resembled  Washing- 
ton's in  al!  respects  as  your  own."  Many  years  later,  dur- 
ing the  war  with  Mexico,  Bishop  Polk  asked  his  kinsman, 
Mr.  Polk,  then  President  of  the  United  States,  to  reappoint 
Johnston  to  the  same  position  wliich  he  had  resigned  some 
time  before,  or  else  to  give  him  a  command  in  one  of 
the  new  regiments  then  being  raised,  Polk's  faith  in  his 
friend  never  faltered ;  and  he  was  among  the  first,  if  not 
the  very  first,  to  nominate  Johnston  for  appointment  to 
the  chief  command  in  tlie  West.  No  one  better  knew 
the  diflicnlties  of  that  position,  and  he  nominated  John- 
ston because  he  knew  them.  He  had  himself  looked 
over  the  field ;  he  had  estimated  its  difficulties,  and  be 
saw  that  they  were  greater  than  at  any  other  part  of  the 
Confederate  frontier.  The  front  to  be  covered  extended 
fi-om  Virginia  to  Kansas.  It  was  intersected  by  three 
.  great  rivers,  all  leading  into  the  very  heart  of  the  Con- 
federacy, all  comnmnicating  witli  each  other,  and  their 
communications  were  in  the  hands  of  tlie  Federals.  Ports 
might  be  built  upon  them,  but  where  were  the  heavy 
guns  with  which  to  arm  the  forts  t  After  all  his  efforts, 
Polk  had  been  able  to  obtain  hardly  enough  for  the 
defense  of  one  river.  The  rapidly  increasing  river  eraft 
of  the  Union  navy  could  pass  freely  from  one  stream 
to  the  others,  and  upon  two  of  the  three  Johnston  had 
not  a  single  gim  afloat  to  oppose  them.  His  feeble  fleet 
on  the  Mississippi  eould  do  little  more  than  guard  the 
navigation  of  the  river  below  Columbus,  and  that  small 
fleet  might  be  called  at  any  time  to  the  defense  of  New 
Orleans.     Worst  of  all,  there  was  no  visible  prospect  of 
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improvement.  Men  could  be  had,  and  river  craft  might 
be  built,  but  there  were  no  guns  with  which  to  arm 
them.  Again,  while  the  main  body  of  the  Confederate 
troops  were  engaged  in  defending  the  Mississippi  and 
other  rivers,  a  part  must  be  in  Missouri  fighting  for 
that  State  and  the  protection  of  Arkansas;  and  East 
Tennessee  must  be  held  as  if  it  were  an  enemy's  coun- 
try. The  only  means  of  communication  between  these 
widely  separated  flanks  were  common  country  dirt-roads 
on  the  west  of  the  Mississippi,  and  east  of  it  roads  of 
the  same  sort,  with  one  complete  and  one  incomplete 
line  of  railroad,  both  deficient  in  rolling-stock.  The 
enemy,  on  the  other  liand,  had  but  two  vital  points, 
Cairo  and  St.  Louis,  along  his  entire  line,  and  from  one 
end  of  that  line  to  the  other  he  had  a  continuous  water 
communication,  navigable  at  all  times,'  commanded  by 
his  gunboats,  and  floating  a  fleet  of  transports  which 
were  equal  to  the  carrying,  within  a  week's  time,  of 
50,000  men  from  onti  end  of  his  front  to  the  other. 
Granting  that  the  enemy  miglit  have  no  more  men  than 
Johnston,  Polk  saw  that  the  odds  against  the  Confed- 
erates were  far  heavier  in  that  quarter  than  elsewhere. 
But  he  had  confidence  in  Johnston's  ability  to  make  the 
best  of  the  situation  that  was  possible  to  human  wisdom, 
and  he  never  faltered  in  that  belief.  After  the  fall  of 
Port  Henry  and  Fort  Donelson,  when  disaster  swept 
over  the  whole  department,  he  felt  drawn  to  Johnston 
even  more  closely  than  before,  and  he  looked  forwai-d 
with  undiminished  confidence  to  a  day  when  his  friend 
should  be  released  from  his  defensive  position,  and,  mass- 
ing his  troops  for  an  attack,  should  move  against  the 
enemy  and  exhibit  to  the  world  a  military  genius  which 
Polk  firmly  believed  to  be  of  the  very  highest  order. 
"The  currents  of  these  two  lives  that  had  so  nearly 
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touched  toward  their  sources,  and  afterward  had  parted 
so  widely,  moved  thereEifter  with  a  commou  purpose  to 
a  GommOD  end."  ^ 

On  September  21,  when  Johnston  rearranged  his  de- 
partment, he  assigned  Polk  to  the  command  of  the  first 
division,  charging  him  speeiaDy  with  the  defense  of  the 
Mississippi  River.  Concerning  this  assignment  General 
Johnston's  biographer  has  said :  "  It  was  no  small  con- 
sideration to  feel  that  he  [General  Johnston]  had  in  so 
responsible  a  position  a  friend  to  whose  loyalty  of  heart 
and  native  chivalry  lie  could  trust  entirely,  and  one  who, 
if  long  unused  to  arms,  was  yet  by  virtue  of  early  train- 
ing and  a  bold,  aggressive  spirit  every  inch  a  soldier. 
,  .  ,  Henceforth  General  Polk  was  the  right-arm  of  his 
commander."^  The  defenses  of  tlie  Cumberland  and 
Tennessee  rivers  were  at  first  included  in  this  division, 
but  Polk  had  reason  to  know  that  the  defense  of  tiie 
Mississippi  would  now  more  than  sufficiently  tax  the 
capacity  of  any  one  commander,  and  he  desired  to  be 
left  free  to  concentrate  his  energies  upon  that  work. 
On  the  Tennessee  the  construction  of  works  at  Fort 
Henry  had  been  for  some  weeks  under  the  supervision 
of  an  efficient  officer.  Colonel  Heiman,  and  were  fairly 
well  advanced ;  but  the  works  on  the  Cumberland,  called 
Fort  Donelson,  were  in  a  much  less  satisfactory  state  of 
progress.  The  extension  and  speedy  completion  of  both 
forts  was  of  instant  importance,  and  required  the  un- 
divided attention  of  an  able  general  officer.  Therefore, 
on  October  31,  Polk  wrote  to  Johnston : 

I  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  commanding  gen- 
eral to  the  importance  of  having  some  oommauderof  lai^ 

1  Life  of  Qeneral  Albert  Sldne;  JohnatoD,  bj  Colonel  WiUlom  Preetoa 
Johnston,  p.  3ia 
*  Ibid.,  p.  322. 
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experience  and  military  efficiency  put  in  chaise  of  the  defenses 
of  the  Tennessee  and  Cumberland  rivers.  Of  the  great  impor- 
tance of  theee  channels  of  commoaication  I  need  not  speak. 
If  they  should  be  occupied  and  held  by  the  enemy,  they  must 
necessarily  prove  of  the  most  serioiiB  inconvenience  to  our 
army  in  Kentucky.  I  would  suggest  the  propriety  of  having 
Colonel  Tilghman  put  in  chai^  of  those  defenses.  The  8p&c« 
between  Qeneral  Buckner  (at  Bowling  Oreen)  aud  myself  is 
now  very  feebly  occupied. 

Polk's  reluctance  to  assume  the  defense  of  the  three 
rivers  may  have  been  caused  in  part  by  his  intention 
to  retire  from  the  army,  because,  within  a  week  after 
this  dispatch  to  Johnston,  he  forwarded  his  resignation 
to  Mr.  Davis.  The  history  of  liis  repeated  efforts  to  be 
relieved  from  military  service  has  already  been  given, 
and  it  is  sufficient  to  observe  here  that  while  his  resignar 
tion  was  pending  he  could  not  but  be  reluctant  to  under- 
take new  duties  or  to  enter  into  new  combinations  the 
practical  responsibilities  of  which  he  would  not  feel  free 
to  throw  upon  his  successor.  But  this  feeling  of  honor- 
able prudence  never  deterred  him  from  any  service  that 
was  necessary  to  the  good  of  the  service ;  and  so  long  as 
he  should  be  in  the  army,  his  high  sense  of  the  duty  made 
him  ready  and  willing  not  only  to  obey  the  orders  but  to 
be  amenable  to  the  simplest  desire  of  Ms  superior.' 

The  time  was  rapidly  approaching  when  General  Polk 
would  be  actively  and  personally  engaged  in  conflict 
with  the  enemy.  On  the  first  day  of  November,  1861, 
General  Fremont  ordered  General  Grant  at  Cairo,  aud 
General  C.  F.  Smitli  at  Padueah,  to  hold  their  commands 
in  readiness  for  a  demonsti-ation  upon  Columbus,  the  ob- 
ject of  which  was  to  cover  an  effort  to  drive  General  Jeff. 
Thompson  from  southeast  Missouri,  and  at  the  same  time 
1  See  Appendix  t«  Chapter  II. 
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to  check  the  sending  of  reiiiforcemeDts  to  Price.  On  the 
4th  and  6th  Grant  moved  Colonels  Ogleshy,  Wallace,  and 
Piummer  in  the  direction  of  the  town  of  Sykeston,  Mo., 
ordered  the  garrison  at  Fort  Holt,  x>pposite  Cairo,  to 
advance  in  the  direction  of  Columbus,  and  early  in  the 
morning  of  the  7th,  with  a  force  of  about  35O0  men  of 
all  arms,  convoyed  by  the  gunboats  "  Lexington "  and 
"  Tyler,"  he  steamed  down  the  Mississippi  Eiver  toward 
the  same  objective  point.  Smitli,  meanwhile,  from  the 
direction  of  Paducab,  threw  forward  his  column  of  2000 
men. 

The  mobilization  of  these  various  commands,  about 
12,000  men  in  all,  was  duly  reported  to  Polk,  and  with 
the  report  came  rumors  of  the  enemy's  designs.  Polk, 
however,  found  it  diflBcnlt  to  believe  that  so  extensive  a 
movement  was  re^ly  directed  a^nst  Thompson,  wliose 
entire  force  numbei-ed  not  more  than  1500  men,  and 
was  then  encamped  far  down  toward  Arkansas ;  and  he 
found  it  stiU  more  diifieult  to  believe  that  it  was  in- 
tended to  prevent  the  sending  of  reinforcements  to 
Price,  as  no  Confederate  troops  from  that  direction 
either  were,  or  were  liltely  to  be,  in  motion  to  join  Price. 
On  tlie  other  hand,  he  had  for  some  weeks  had  reason 
to  expect  a  determmed  effort  on  Grant's  part  to  dislodge 
him  from  Columbus,  and  he  inferred  that  tlie  expected 
attack  was  now  at  hand. 

The  force  at  his  disposal,  including  the  garrison  of 
Columbus,  was  then  about  10,000  men  of  all  arms.  At 
Belmont,  opposite  Columbus,  he  had  established  a  camp 
of  observation,  which  was  then  occupied  by  one  regi- 
ment of  infantry,  a  battery  of  artillery,  and  a  squadron 
of  cavalry.  In  order  to  command  the  approaches  to 
this  position  by  the  batteries  on  the  high  ground  at 
Columbus,  the  trees  had  been  felled  for  some  distance 
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along  the  west  bank,  and  the  fallen  timber  had  been  bo 
placed  as  to  form  an  abattis  capable  of  obstructing  the 
advance  of  an  enemy.  This  camp  Grant  decided  to 
attack. 

Accordingly,  at  about  eight  o'clock  on  the  morning  of 
the  7th,  he  disembEirked  his  force  on  the  Missouri  shore, 
some  five  miles  above  Belmont,  ordering  the  gunboate 
to  drop  below  and  engage  tlie  batteries  at  Columbus. 
Then,  quickly  forming  his  column,  he  pushed  for  the 
Confederate  camp. 

Polk  meanwhile  had  sent  General  MeCowan  with  a 
force  of  infantry  and  artillery  up  the  east  bank  of  the 
river,  and,  learning  that  the  enemy  had  landed  on  the 
west  shore,  he  dispatched  General  Pill()w  with  four  regi- 
ments to  the  aid  of  the  camp.  Thus  Pillow  was  provided 
with  a  force  of  2700  men,  of  all  arms,  and  little  inferior 
in  numbers  to  that  which  was  about  to  attack  him ;  but 
Polk,  being  anxious  that  he  should  have  all  the  men  he 
deemed  necessary,  sent  him  another  regiment  of  500 
men,  which  landed  on  the  Missouri  shore  at  10.30  A.M., 
just  as  the  battle  began.  The  opposing  forces  were 
virtually  equal,  and  the  engagement  became  general  a 
few  minutes  before  eleven  o'clock.  Grant,  with  his  line 
well  extended,  bore  down  upon  the  Confederate  position, 
and,  tliough  stubbornly  resisted,  he  gradually  fonght  his 
way  forward,  driving  the  Confederates  to  the  river  bank 
and  capturing  their  camp. 

Polk  had  been  deterred  in  the  first  instance  from 
sending  a  larger  force  to  meet  Grant's  attack  by  the 
reports  made  by  his  sctmts  of  the  movements  of  the 
transports  upon  the  river,  and  of  the  position  and  num- 
bers of  the  columns  advancing  from  Fort  Holt  and 
Paducah,  which  tended  to  show  that  the  landing  upon 
the  opposite  bank  of  the  river  was  a  mere  feint,  while  the 
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real  deBign  was  an  attack  upon  Columbus.  Neverthe- 
less, he  had  placed  at  Belmont  a  force  fully  equal  to  that 
of  Grant;  and  now,  finding  that  this  force  was  being 
defeated,  and  learning  at  the  same  time  that  no  enemy 
upon  the  Kentucky  shore  was  near  enough  seriously  to 
threaten  his  position,  he  promptly  moved  over  to  Bel- 
mont with  additional  reinfort^ements,  attacked  Qrant  on 
the  flank  and  rear,  drove  him  from  the  field,  and  pur- 
sued him  to  his  transports.  After  the  Confederates  had 
been  driven  to  the  river  bank,  the  heavy  guns  upon  the 
high  ground  at  Columbus  were  able  to  rake  the  Federal 
position,  and  contributed  materially  to  Grant's  discom- 
fiture. These  batteries  had  an  opportunity  in  this  action 
to  test  their  fire  upon  gunboats,  and  the  ease  with  which 
they  repulsed  two  attacks  which  the  boats  attempted 
ai^ued  well  for  the  efficiency  of  their  service.  In  clos- 
ing his  report  of  tliis  battlej  General  Polk  said : 

On  landing  I  was  met  by  General  Pillow  and  General 
Cheatham,  whom  I  directed,  with  the  regiments  of  Qeneral 
Cheatham'B  command  and  portions  of  others,  to  press  the 
enemy  to  his  boats.  This  order  was  executed  with  alacrity 
and  in  donble-quick  time.  The  route  over  which  we  passed 
was  strewn  with  the  dead  and  wounded  of  the  conflicts  of 
Colonel  Marks  and  Qeneral  Cheatham,  already  alluded  to, 
and  with  arms,  knapsacks,  overcoats,  etc.  On  arriving  at  the 
point  where  his  transports  lay,  I  ordered  the  column,  headed 
by  the  154th  Re^ment  of  Tennessee  Volunteers,  under  cover 
of  a  field  thickly  set  with  com,  to  be  deployed  along  the  river 
bank  within  easy  range  of  the  boats.  This  being  accom- 
plished, a  heavy  fire  was  opened  upon  them  simultaneously, 
riddling  them  with  balls,  and,  as  we  had  reason  to  believe, 
with  heavy  loss  to  the  enemy.  Under  this  galling  fire  he  out 
his  lines  and  retreated  from  the  shore,  many  of  bis  soldiers 
being  driven  overboard  by  the  rush  of  those  behind  them. 
Our  fire  was  returned  by  heavy  cannonading  from  his  gun- 
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boats,  which  discharged  upon  oar  lines  showers  of  grape, 
canister,  and  shell,  as  they  retired  with  their  conToy  in  the 
directiun  of  Cairo. 

Polk  v/BS  mistaken  in  concluding  that  all  the  Federal 
force  had  re-embarked.  In  the  confusion  of  the  retreat, 
the  27th  Illinois  Regiment,  under  Colonel  N.  B.  Buford, 
one  of  Polk's  old  West  Point  friends,  had  been  separated 
from  the  rest  of  the  command ;  finding  itself  abandoned, 
it  made  its  way  northward  by  a  road  that  lay  some  little 
distance  from  the  river,  and,  reaching  the  river  at  a 
point  above  that  at  which  Gteneral  Grant  had  so  pre- 
cipitately taken  to  his  boats,  succeeded,  at  about  dark, 
in  getting  on  board  a  transport  without  molestation. 
The  absence  of  the  Confederate  cavalry  and  tlie  con- 
fusion of  the  pursuit  alone  prevented  the  discovery  and 
capture  of  this  force. 

The  battle  of  Belmont  was  long  and  severe.  Begin- 
ning at  half -past  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning,  it  did  not 
end  until  sunset.  The  losses  on  both  sides  showed  the 
character  of  the  fighting.  The  Confederate  loss  was  642 
killed,  wounded,  and  missing.  That  of  the  Federals 
must  be  placed  at  about  600.  Their  dead  and  nearly  all 
their  wounded  were  left  upon  the  field.  General  Pillow 
reports  that  he  buried  295  of  them,  and  that,  under  a 
flag  of  truce,  the  Federals  were  similarly  eng^ed  "a 
good  part  of  the  day."  General  Grant  states  that  he 
carried  175  prisoners  from  the  field ;  and  General  Polk, 
that  after  a  liberal  exchange,  by  which  he  recovered  all 
of  bis  own  men,  he  had  still  100  prisoners  in  his  hands. 
The  substantial  fruits  of  victory  were  therefore  with  the 
Confederates;  and  the  Congress  at  Richmond,  in  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  fact,  passed  resolutions  commend- 
ing Polk,  his  ofScers,  and  the  troops  under  his  command) 
for  the  service  rendered. 
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The  chief  objecta  of  General  Grant's  attack,  as  stated 
by  himself,  had  been,  first,  to  assist  a  movement  H^^ainst 
Thompson's  command,  and  second,  to  brea^  up  the  camp 
at  Behnont.  If  this  be  so,  he  failed  in  both ;  for  the  camp 
was  continued,  and  the  disaster  to  his  command  compelled 
him  to  recall  the  troops  which  had  been  sent  after  Thomp- 
son. He  carried  off  two  cannon  and  a  number  of  sick  and 
wounded  Confederates  whom  he  found  in  their  camp; 
but  he  fled  the  field,  virtually  abandoning  one  of  his 
regiments,  leaving  his  dead  and  wounded,  a  large  pre- 
ponderance of  prisoners,  a  stand  of  his  colors,  one  thou- 
sand stand  of  arms,  and  the  caissons  of  his  battery,  in 
the  bands  of  the  Confederates.  His  fight,  however,  had 
been  a  gallant  one,  and  at  one  time  the  entire  Confeder- 
ate line  was  swept  before  his  onset.  He  has  estimated 
his  force  at  3114  men,  while  the  commander  of  his 
1st  Brigade  states  it  was  3500.  The  discrepancy  is,  no 
doubt,  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  five  companies 
were  left  to  guard  the  transports,  thus  leaving,  for  the 
actual  engagement,  the  nimiber  of  troops  stated  by  him- 
self. When  the  battle  began,  General  Pillow  had  in  hne 
2500  men,  exclusive  of  a  squadron  of  cavalry  and  a  bat- 
tery, and  by  eleven  o'clock  he  was  joined  by  Walker's 
regiment,  numbering  about  500,  thns  giving  tlie  Confed- 
erates a  force  fully  equal  to  that  of  their  antagonists ; 
and  yet  they  were  driven  in  much  confusion  from  tlieir 
position.  To  account  for  this,  several  reasons  were 
assigned :  the  correct  one  is  that  the  Confederates  were 
at  a  disadvantage  owing  to  the  exposed  position  in  which 
their  hne  was  formed.'  The  evidence  shows  that  most 
of  the  line  of  battle,  especially  the  center,  was  placed  in 
an  exposed  position  in  an  open  field,  with  a  heavy  wood 
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about  eighty  yards  distant  in  its  front.  Under  the 
cover  of  this  wood  the  Federal  force  moved  forward  its 
line,  and,  halting  at  the  timber's  edge,  raked  the  field 
with  its  fire.  The  Confederates  had  been  on  the  ground 
for  several  weeks,  and  the  advantageous  positions  should 
have  been  familiar  to  them.  The  force  sent  over  to  aid 
in  opposing  Grant  was  on  the  ground  quite  long  enough 
before  the  battle  began  to  have  found  out  a  better  posi- 
tion on  which  to  form,  and  it  stood  in  line  of  battle  one 
hour  before  the  Federal  attack  was  made.  There  were 
several  positions  at  hand  any  one  of  which  would  have 
been  better.  This  was  especially  the  ease  with  the  ground 
in  the  rear  of  the  abattis  of  felled  trees.'  It  is  difficult 
to'  account  for  this  error  of  formation  without  taking  into 
consideration  the  characteristics  of  General  Pillow,  the 
oflScer  commanding  upon  the  field.  Pillow  was  a  man 
of  unhmited  personal  courage,  and  upon  this  occasion, 
the  first  in  this  war  in  which  he  had  had  an  opportunity 
to  come  to  blows  with  his  enemy,  he  no  doubt  mentally 
invested  his  soldiers  with  the  same  capacity  for  resist- 
ance that  he  felt  within  himself,  overlooking  the  fact 
that  they  were  fresh  levies  and  that  it  was  their  first 
engagement.  Be  this  as  it  may,  he  soon  found  that  he 
was  unable  to  hold  his  position,  and  therefore  attempted 
to  dislodge  the  concealed  foe  by  a  series  of  gallant 
charges.  These  proved  of  no  avail,  and  after  losing 
heavily  he  had  to  give  way.  In  the  mean  time  he  must 
have  inflicted  heavy  loss  upon  the  enemy,  for  it  required 
the  pressure  of  but  two  additional  regiments,  which 
arrived  about  twelve  o'clock,  and  numbere^d  together 
but  1000  men,  to  drive  Grant  from  the  field.  The  force 
which  won  the  battle  of  Belmont  was,  then,  about  400Ci 
men.    It  is  true  that  an  additional  reinforcement  of  two 

1  "  OffiidBl  Records,  War  of  BebelliDD,"  vol.  ill,  pp.  340-342. 
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regiments  of  about  500  men  each  was  sent  across  the 
river,  but  they  arrived  after  the  Federal  force  had  been 
defeated,  and  took  part  only  in  the  pursnit. 

In  short,  it  may  be  said  that  the  battle  was  fought  by 
3114  Federals  against  4000  Confederates,  the  result 
being  a  victory  for  the  latter;  and  that  subsequently 
the  Confederates  were  reinforced  by  1000  men,  with 
whom  they  took  up  the  pursuit,  thus  bringing  their 
total  upon  the  field  to  5000  of  all  arms.  In  comparing 
this  engagement  with  otlier  battles  of  the  war,  the  points 
of  resemblance  between  it  and  that  of  Shiloh,  fought  six 
months  later  and  upon  a  more  extended  scale,  must 
strike  every  observer.  If  Shiloh  was  a  defeat  for  the 
Confederates,  then  by  a  similar  chain  of  occurrences  and 
conclusions  Grant  was  defeated  at  Belmont.  We  com- 
mend this  suggestion  to  the  writers  who  have  elmmed 
Belmont  as  a  Federal  victory. 

In  the  following  letter,  written  to  Mrs.  Polk  Novem- 
ber 12,  the  general  speaks  of  the  battle  and  describes  a 
painful  accident  by  which  he  nearly  lost  his  life : 

CoLUMBDS,  Kt,,  November  12,  1881. 
My  beloved  Wife:  I  writ*  you  a  letter  with  my  own  hand 
that  you  may  see  1  am  safe  notwithstandisg  the  battle  through 
which  we  passed  on  the  7th,  and  the  terrific  explosion  yester- 
day of  the  Dahlgren  gun  carrying  a  128-pound  shot.  I  was 
standing  withio  ten  feet  of  the  gun  at  the  moment  of  the  ex- 
plosion. The  captain  of  the  company  to  which  the  squad 
of  men  serving  the  gun  belonged  was  killed  on  the  spot ;  so 
were  the  captain  of  the  gun  squad  and  five  others,  one  of 
these  being  one  of  my  aids,  Lieutenant  Snowden.  Two  of 
the  men  were  blown  into  the  river,  a  hundred  feet  below. 
Their  bodies  have  not  been  recovered.  My  clothes  were  torn 
to  pieces,  and  I  was  literally  covered  with  dust  and  fragments 
of  the  wreck.  I  was  only  injured  by  the  stunning  effect  of  the 
coneusuon.    (It  was  about  this  time  yesterday.) 


b>  Google 


Mt.  551         GENERAL  RUCKER'S  ESCAPE.  45 

This  letter,  written  from  his  bed,  pays  leas  atten- 
tion to  the  accident  than  its  gravity  warranted;  the 
reason  lay  in  his  somewhat  bruised  condition,  a  part 
of  it  being  a  ruptured  ear  drum.  A  more  extended 
account  of  the  catastrophe  from  the  man  who,  next  to 
General  Polk,  knew  more  about  it  than  any  one  left 
alive,  is  now  given.  General  E.  W.  Rucker,  one  of  the 
picturesque  characters  of  the  war,  one  of  General  For- 
rest's most  able  brigade  commanders,  distinguished  for 
ability  and  unyielding  courage  in  the  many  combats  he 
conducted  or  shared,  writes:  "I  was  Lieutenant  of 
Engineers,  W.  D.  Pickett  was  Captain  of  Engineers.  I 
was  principally  occupied  in  mounting  heavy  artillery; 
as  an  instance,  I  built  the  little  fort  and  mounted  therein 
the  big  gun."  It  rendered  good  service  in  the  battle  of 
the  7th,  at  the  close  of  which  it  had  been  left  charged*: 
whether  any  effort  had  been  made  to  draw  the  charge 
does  not  appear,  at  any  rate  four  days  after  the  battle, 
General  Polk  making  a  general  inspection  and  accom- 
panied by  Lieutenant  Snowden  of  the  Engineers,  stopped 
at  the  gun  to  compliment  the  Captain  of  the  Battery 
(Captain  Keiter)  on  his  good  work.  The  Captain  asked 
permission  to  fire  the  charge.  Knowing  no  reason  to 
the  contrary.  General  Polk  assented.  He  then  took 
position  on  the  parapet  with  Pickett  on  his  left  and 
Rucker  on  his  right.  "We  three  had  been  standing 
there  but  a  little  while  when  Captain  Keiter  with  his 
men,  about  fifteen  as  I  remember,  came  up  and  saluted 
General  Polk,  and  s^d  he  was  ready,  and  asked  the 
General  if  he  would  not  step  to  the  windward  a  little 
in  order  to  better  observe  the  effect  of  the  shot,  which 
was  intended  to  go  up  the  river;  we  were  to  see  about 
where  it  would  fall  in  the  water:  the  gun  was  consider- 
ably elevated.    I  remember  distinctly  General  Polk's 
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reply.  He  said,  'Well,  if  it  goes  any  distance  I  will  be 
able  to  see  it.  If  you  are  ready  go  ahead.'  Captain 
Keiter  stepped  to  the  rear  and  gave  the  command 
'Fire.'  The  gunner  pullii^  the  lanyard,  the  gun  im- 
mediately exploded  and  was  broken  all  to  pieces.  Almost 
at  the  same  instant  a  magazine  which  was  built  in  the 
parapet  on  the  right  side  exploded  also.  There  were 
several  hundred  pounds  of  powder  or  more  which  ex- 
ploded. General  Polk  and  I  were  hurled  about  twenty- 
five  or  thirty  feet  back,  and  fell  tt^ther.  Where 
Colonel  Pickett  fell  I  do  not  know.  As  I  picked  myself 
up  I  felt  someone  by  my  side.  I  touched  him  and  in- 
quired, 'Who  is  this?'  and  the  answer  came,  'General 
Folk.'  It  was  as  dark  as  midnight,  or  appeared  so,  the 
smoke  and  dust  having  gotten  into  our  eyes  and  hair 
and  clothes.  I  wanted  to  help  the  General  and  took 
hold  of  him  to  try  to  help  him  up,  but  he  said,  'Let  me 
alone  a  little  while.'  The  General  was  so  disabled  that 
he  was  carried  away  to  his  quarters  and  he  didn't  get 
out  again  for  some  weeks.  Colonel  Pickett  was  dis- 
abled, I  think  for  four  or  five  days  or  a  week.  I- got 
up  immediately  and  went  about  after  the  shock,  which 
didn't  last  but  a  few  minutes.  The  General,  Pickett 
and  I  were  the  only  ones  left  to  tell  the  tale.  Captain 
Keiter,  about  nine  of  his  company,  and  Lieutenant 
Snowden  were  immediately  killed." 

The  nature  of  the  accident  cast  gloom  over  the  entire 
camp.  Both  Keiter  and  Snowden  were  exceptional  of- 
ficers and  popular  with  the  army.  Snowden's  genial 
youthfulness  tt^ether  with  his  ability  had  won  the  more 
than  kindly  regard  of  General  Folk,  as  well  as  that  of  his 
associates.  Enquiry  showed  that  the  uncertain  action  of 
the  cast  iron  of  that  day  was  responsible  for  the  disaster. 
Continuing,  the  letter  returns  to  the  events  of  the  battle. 
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As  to  the  battle  of  the  7tb,  I  telegraphed  you  I  irae  well,  as 
was  Hamilton,  and  both  onhanned.  It  was  a  sharp  affair,  and, 
I  BuppoBe,  for  the  force  engaged,  as  fierce  as  any  contest  of  the 
war.  At  the  outset  they  had  the  best  of  it,  and  I  was  really 
a&aid  they  were  going  to  balance  accounts  with  us  for  the 
Leesburg  affair.  You  will  remember  the  field  was  on  the 
other  rade  of  the  tiver,  and  I  had  to  throw  my  fences  orer  on 
steamers.  I  was  at  a  great  disadvantage  in  the  face  of  a  well- 
serred  batt«ry,  but  I  shoved  the  regiments  over  and  followed 
them.  My  own  batteries  were  turned  upon  them  from  this 
side,  and  especially  my  large  favorite  from  the  top  of 
the  hill,  whose  fate  I  deplore.  They  soon  started  from 
their  pofdtioa  and  began  to  retire.  The  regiments  held  in 
reserve  by  me  now  BUpport«d  a  flank  movement,  which  I  had 
ordered  to  be  made  by  Colonel  Marks  of  the  11th  Loniraana, 
The  rout  became  complete.  I  pressed  them  hard.  For  sev- 
eral miles  the  ground  was  Btrewn  with  their  dead,  ammuni- 
tion, knapsacks,  and  guns,  of  which  latter  we  got  about  1000. 
We  continaed  our  pursuit  to  their  boats,  which  took  them  up 
the  river.  My  own  impression  is  their  loss  in  killed,  wounded, 
and  missing  cannot  fall  short  of  1000  to  1200.  Ours  amount  to 
a  fraction  over  600.  They  acknowledge  their  defeat.  I  will 
send  you  tlieir  account  of  the  matter.  As  to  the  accounts  of 
the  affair  you  find  in  our  papers,  they  are  about  as  correct 
as  such  things  generally  are. 

In  this  same  letter  he  describes  a  pleasant  meeting 
with  Colonel  Buf  onJ : 

I  and  others  of  my  ofScers  have  spent  pretty  much  the 
whole  day  in  my  boat  on  the  river  with  Buford  (Col.  N.  B. 
Buford,  27th  Dliuois)  and  his  ofQcers,  discusrang  the  principles 
of  exchange,  and  other  matters  connected  with  the  war.  He 
b  as  good  a  fellow  as  ever  lived,  and  most  devotedly  my 
friend;  a  true  Christian,  a  true  soldier,  and  a  gentleman, 
every  inch  of  him.  He  said  it  did  him  good  to  come  down 
and  talk  with  me,  and  he  hoped  it  might  be  the  means  of 
peace,  and  so  on.  I  was  very  plain  and  clear  in  my  position, 
OS  you  may  know,  bat  very  kind. 
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After  completing  my  exchange,  I  had  still  about  one  hun- 
dred of  their  prisonerB  in  my  keeping,  and  among  them  fifteen 
or  twenty  of  his  re(pment.  These  he  was  very  anxious  I 
should  let  him  take  bock.  He  urged  me  in  every  way,  even 
on  the  score  of  our  friendship ;  but  I  could  not  yield,  espe- 
cially to  such  a  plea,  which  would  have  subjected  me  to  the 
charge  of  subordinating  individual  preference  to  public  duty. 
He  admitted  it,  and  was  obliged  to  leave  withoat  them,  but 
we  had  a  very  pleasant  day.  I  went  up  with  him  nearly  to 
Cairo.  He  wanted  me  to  go  and  spend  the  night  with  him; 
so  you  see  how  much  we  have  done  on  this  line  toward  ame- 
liorating the  severities  of  this  nnfortunat«  and  wretched  state 
of  things. 

In  another  letter  to  Mrs.  Polk,  dated  November  15,  he 
says: 

Since  the  accident,  I  have  been  up  the  river  on  two  occa- 
sions to  meet  fiags  of  truce;  once  to  meet  Orant,  and  to-day 
to  meet  my  friend  Buford.  My  interview  with  General 
Grant  was,  on  the  whole,  satisfactory.  It  was  about  an 
exchange  of  prisoners.  He  looked  rather  grave,  I  thought, 
hke  a  man  who  was  not  at  his  ease.  We  talked  pleasantly, 
and  I  succeeded  in  getting  a  smile  out  of  him  and  then  got 
oQ  well  enough.  I  discussed  the  principles  on  which  I 
thought  the  war  should  be  conducted;  denounced  all  bar- 
barity, vandalism,  plundering,  and  all  that,  and  got  him  to 
say  that  he  would  join  in  putting  it  down.  I  was  favorably 
impressed  with  him;  he  is  undoubtedly  a  man  of  much  force. 
We  have  now  exchanged  five  or  six  flags,  and  he  grows  more 
civil  and  respectful  every  time. 

It  was  at  one  of  these  conferences,  after  the  business 
of  the  flag  of  truce  had  been  dispatched,  and  the  party 
had  adjourned  to  partake  of  a  simple  luncheon  provided 
by  the  Confederates,  that  the  gallant  Buford,  raising  his 
glass,  proposed  a  toast  to  "George  Washington,  the 
father  of  his  Country."    Polk,  with  a  merry  twinkle  in 
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his  eye,  quickly  added,  "  And  the  first  Rebel ! "  The 
Federal  officers  joined  with  excellent  humor  in  the 
langlit«r  which  followed  this  sally,  and  gracefully  drank 
the  amended  toast. 

On  another  occasion.  General  Cheatham,  who  was  an 
ardent  devotee  of  the  turf,  discovered  symptoms  of  a 
like  weakness  in  Qeneral  (irant;  and  after  conversing 
for  some  time  upon  official  matters,  the  conversation 
drifted  to  the  subject  of  horses.  The  congenial  topic 
was  pursued  to  the  satisfaction  of  both  parties,  until  it 
ended  in  a  gravely  humorous  su^estion  from  Cheatham 
to  Grant  that,  as  fighting  was  so  troublesome  a  business, 
they  might  do  well  to  settle  the  vexing  questions  about 
which  the  sections  were  at  war  by  a  grand  international 
horse-race  on  the  Missouri  shore !  Grant  laughingly 
answered  that  he  wished  it  might  be  so. 

The  following  correspondence  between  Polk  and 
Grant  will  show  the  endeavors  of  the  former  to  culti- 
vate the  amenities  of  war  and  to  relax  its  rigorous  de- 
mands so  far  as  was  compatible  with  the  interests  of 
the  service. 

General  Polk  to  General  Grant. 

HEADgUABTEBS,  IST  DIVISION,  WeSTEBN  DEPARTMENT, 

Columbus,  Ky.,  October  14,  1861. 
To  the  Commimding  Officer  at  Cairo  and  Bird's  Point; 

I  have  iu  my  camp  a  Dumber  of  prisonere  of  the  Federal 
army,  and  am  informed  there  are  prisoners  belonging  to  the 
Missouri  State  troops  in  yours.  I  propose  an  exchange  of 
these  prisoners,  and  for  that  purpose  send  Captain  Polk  of 
the  Artillery,  and  Lieutenant  Smith  of  the  Infantry,  both 
of  the  Confederate  army,  with  a  flag  of  truce,  to  dehver  to 
yoa  this  comnmnication  and  to  know  your  pleasure. 

The  principles  recognized  in  the  exchange  of  prisoners 
effected  on  tUe  3d  of  September  between  Brigadier-General 
Pillow  of  the  Confederate  army  and  Colonel  Wallace  of  the 
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United  Stat«s  army  are  those  I  propose  as  a  basis  of  that 
now  oontemplatod.    Respectf idly, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Lbonidas  Polk, 
Mi^OT- General  Commanding. 

General  Grant  to  General  Polk. 

Headquabtbrs,  Dibtbigt  S.  E.  Missouri, 
Cairo,  October  14, 1881. 
General:  Yours  of  this  dat«  is  just  received.  In  regard  to 
the  exchange  of  prisoners,  I  recognize  no  southern  Confed- 
eracy myself,  but  will  eommunicate  with  higher  authority  for 
their  views.  Should  I  not  be  sustained,  I  will  find  means  of 
commnnicatiug  with  you.     Respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
U.  S.  Gbant, 
Brigadier-General  Commandmg. 
To  Majob-Oekebal  Polk,  Colijmbus,  Kt. 

After  the  battle  of  Belmont  the  following  correspond- 
ence was  exchanged  between  Generals  Grant  and  Polk : 

General  Grant  to  General  Polk. 

Cairo,  III.,  November  8,  1861. 
General  Commanding  Forces,  Colwmbus,  Ky. 

Sir:  In  the  skirmish  of  yesterday,  in  which  both  parties 
have  behaved  with  so  much  gallantry,  many  unfortunate 
m.en  were  left  upon  the  field  of  battle  whom  it  was  impos- 
sible to  provide  for. 

I  now  send,  in  the  interest  of  humanity,  to  have  these  un- 
fortunates collected  and  medical  attendance  secured  them. 

Colonel  Webster,  Chief  of  Engineers,  District  Southeast 
Missouri,  goes  bearer  of  this,  and  will  express  to  you  my 
views  upon  the  course  that  should  be  pursued  under  circum- 
stances such  as  those  of  yesterday. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

U.  S.  Geant,  Brigadia'-General. 
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General  Polk  to  General  Grant 

Heabquabtebs,  IsT  Divisiotf,  Wbstebn  Depabthent, 
Columbus,  Ky.,  November  8, 1861. 
Bi-igadier-Gena^  U.  8.  Grant,  U.  S.  A.: 

I  hare  received  yotir  note  in  regard  to  your  wounded  and 
IdUed  left  on  the  battleEeld  after  yesterday's  engagement. 

The  lateness  of  the  hour  at  which  my  troopa  returned  to 
the  principal  scene  of  the  action  prevented  my  bestowing  the 
care  upon  your  wounded  which  I  desired.  Such  attentions 
as  were  praotieable  were  shown  them,  and  measures  were 
taken  at  an  early  hour  this  morning  to  have  them  all  brought 
into  my  hospitals.  Provision  was  also  made  for  taking  care 
of  your  dead.  The  permission  you  dewre  under  your  flag  of 
truce  is  granted  with  pleasure,  under  such  restrictions  as  the 
exigencies  of  our  service  may  require. 

In  your  note  you  say  nothing  of  an  exchange  of  prisoners, 
though  you  send  me  a  private  message  as  t«  your  willingness 
to  rsleaee  certain  wounded  men  and  some  invalids,  taken 
from  our  hst  of  sick  in  camp,  and  expect  in  return  a  corre- 
sponding list  of  prisoners.  My  own  feelings  would  prompt 
me  to  waive  again  the  unimportant  affectation  of  declining  to 
recognize  these  States  as  belligerents;  but  my  government 
requires  all  prisoners  to  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War.  I  have  dispatched  him  to  know  if  the  case  of 
the  severely  wounded  by  me  would  form  an  eseeption, 

I  have  the  honor  to  bo 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

L.  Pole, 
Major- General,  C.  8.  A. 

General  Grant  to  General  Polk. 

Cairo,  III,,  November  10, 1861. 
MajoT' General  Polk,  commanding  at  Columbus,  Ky. 

Gtn«rdl:  It  grieves  me  to  have  to  trouble  yon  again  with  a 
flag  of  truce,  but  Mrs.  Colonel  Dougherty,  whose  husband  is  a 
prisoner  with  you,  is  very  anxious  to  join  him  under  such 
restnotioiis  as  you  may  impose,  and  I  understand  that  some 
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of  your  officers  expressed  the  opinion  that  no  objeetiona  would 
be  interposed. 

I  will  be  most  happy  to  reciprocate  in  a  similar  manner  at 
any  time  you  may  request  it. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

U.  S.  Graut, 
Brigadier- General,  U.S.A. 

General  PoUc  to  Genercd  Grant. 

Hbadqdabtbbs,  1st  Division, 
Western  Department,  C.  S.  A. 
Brigadier- General  U.  S.  Grant. 

Sir:  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  under  cover  of  your 
flag  of  truce,  asking  for  Mrs.  Dougherty  the  privilege  of  join- 
ing her  husband,  who  was  unfortunately  wounded  in  the  affair 
of  the  7th. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  grant  her  the  opportunity  of 
rendering  such  grateful  service,  and  I  hope  through  her 
attentions  the  colonel  may  speedily  be  restored  to  such  a 
condition  of  health  as  is  compatible  with  the  loss  he  is  obliged 
to  sustain. 

Eeciproeating  your  expressions  of  a  readiness  to  interchange 
kind  offices,  I  remain,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

L.  Polk, 
Miyor-General  Commanding. 

Though  General  Polk's  first  battle  had  resulted  in  a 
victory  for  which  he  and  his  officers  and  men  received  the 
pubUc  thanks  of  the  Confederate  Congress,  and  though 
he  had  never  stood  liigher,  nor  perhaps  so  high,  in  the 
esteem  and  confidence  of  his  fellow-citizens,  his  anxiety 
to  be  relieved  from  military  service  was  greater  than 
ever.  It  was  at  this  time  that  he  received  President 
Davis's  letter  declining,  for  the  present,  to  accept  his 
resignation ;  and,  in  the  hope  of  release  at  a  future  but 
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not  distant  day,  he  wrote  to  Mrs.  Polk,  under  date  of 
November  25,  as  follows : 

I  am  Id  receipt  of  your  letters  informing  me  that  yon  are 
comfortably  settled  in  Nashville  and  satisfied  with  your 
location.  I  hope  you  and  our  dear  children  may  have  a 
pleasant  winter,  or  one  as  much  so  as  in  the  nature  of  things 
is  practicable.  I  often  think  of  you  and  long  for  the  time  to 
oome  when  I  can  feel  free  to  be  among  you,  quietly  settled, 
with  nothiug  pressing  upon  me,  so  that  I  conld  enjoy  your 
society  again.  This  I  tmst  may  yet  be  our  privilege,  and  that 
too  at  no  very  distant  day,  I  am  as  busy  a  man  as  there  is  on 
the  face  of  the  earth,  I  dare  say.  From  the  time  I  get  up  in 
the  morning  until  I  go  to  bed  at  night,  it  is  work,  work,  work, 
and  has  been  so  now  for  tour  months.  How  I  manage  to 
stand  it,  and  have  as  good  health  as  I  do  have  (for  I  never 
had  better  in  all  my  life),  is  a  wonder  nnto  many.  But  I  take 
everything  very  quietly  and  am  very  patient.  I  think  I  have 
learned  something  of  that  virtue  by  my  army  experience.  I 
hope,  t«o,  that  in  that  respect  I  have  done  some  good  by 
example. 

And  again  he  wrote  : 

It  is  Christmas  Day  1  A  day  on  which  angels  sang  "  Glory 
to  God  in  the  highest,  peace  on  earth,  and  good  will  toward 
men,"  and  oh !  how  my  heart  yearns  to  join  in  the  same  song, 
if  our  enemies  would  let  us.  Indeed,  I  may  say  with  truth,  I 
can  and  do  feel  the  full  force  of  the  sentiment  of  the  song 
toward  them.  Notwithstanding  the  warlike  purposes  in 
their  hearts,  t  feel  no  nnkindness  toward  them  or  toward 
any  living  being,  and  would  bless  and  pray  for  them  if  they 
would  let  me.  But  we  trust  now  as  ever  that  the  Lord  will 
deliver  us  out  of  their  hands,  and  that  with  a  great  deliver- 
ance, and  give  them  a  better  mind. 

We  now  give  an  extract  from  a  sketch  of  General 
Polk  by  Mrs.  Margaret  Sumner  McLean,  daughter  of 
the  late  General  Sumner,  U.  S.  A.,  and  wife  of  Colonel 
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Eugene  E.  McLean,  formerly  captain  of  the  Ist  Infantry, 
U.  S.  A.,  and,  during  the  war,  of  the  Confederate  army, 
a  portion  of  the  time  being  attached  to  the  staff  of  Gen- 
aral  Polk. 

It  would  be  matter  of  pleasure  if  our  pen  could  do 
justice  to  this  brief  and  faithful  chronicle — this  picture 
from  life  by  a  gifted  woman  endowed  with  rare  power 
of  observation  and  Insight  into  character.  We  commend 
it  to  our  readers. 

When  I  call  to  mind  my  recollections  of  General  Polk,  and 
remember  the  change  that  has  taken  place  in  my  feelings  and 
judgment  &om  the  day  I  saw  him  first,  as  the  newly  appointed 
bishop-general,  for  whom  I  felt  some  repugnance,  till  that 
last  moment  when  he  lay  in  his  cofBu, — "done  to  death"  for  a 
cause  in  which  he  believed  and  hallowed,— I  seem  to  have 
been  living  two  lives.  But  out  of  it  all  there  grows  stronger 
and  stronger  the  conviction  that  such  a  man  never  lived  and 
died  in  vain.  Somewhere  iu  this  world,  in  the  hearts  of  those 
who  knew  and  loved  him,  must  his  memory  ever  evoke  images 
of  self-sacrifice,  generosity,  clear  conceptions  of  right  and 
wrong,  a  soul  undimmed  by  sordid  considerations,  a  genial 
mauner  that  must  have  an  ennobling  effect. 

For  myself,  his  acquaintance  was  something  more  than  a 
liberal  education;  it  was  an  appreciative  sympathy  in  the 
darkest  hour  of  my  life;  a  wise  counsel  that  was  as  sorely 
needed  as  it  was  freely  given.  But  these  reminiscences 
ought  to  tell  all  this,  and  more,  if  at  all  true  to  him. 

The  first  time  I  saw  General  Polk  was  in  Richmond,  at  tlie 
beginning  of  the  war,  when  the  "  Spottswood  House  "  was 
the  Elxeeutive  Msinsion  of  the  Confederacy,  and  I  was  one  of 
the  party  that  met  daily  at  dinner  in  what  was  known  as  the 
President's  dining-room,  where  we  met,  from  time  to  time, 
the  distinguished  men  who  came  to  the  capital,  and  whom 
Mr.  Davis  was  in  the  habit  of  entertaining  at  these  informal 
dinners.  On  this  occasion  he  introduced  General  Polk  to  the 
party,  with  a  playful  remark  to  the  effect  that  life  was  said 
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to  be  only  a  circle,  and  his  friend  vas  handsomely  UluBtxat- 
ing  it,  I  did  not  understand  the  application,  not  remember- 
ing, in  the  rush  of  events,  the  history  of  General  Polk,  or 
connecting  him  in  my  mind  with  the  Bishop  of  Louisiana 
who  had  graduated  at  West  Point;  and  when  we  were  called 
on  by  Mr.  Davis  to  pledge  the  new  general,  I  turned,  as  I 
raised  my  glass,  and  said  to  my  neighbor,  "What  is  it  all 
about  t " 

"  The  bishop,  you  know." 

And  as  it  dawned  upon  me,  I  showed  saeh  a  revulsion  of 
feeling  that  Mrs.  Davis,  hurriedly,  but  with  the  kindness  that 
always  characterized  her  where  I  was  concerned,  sent  me  a 
scrap  of  paper  with  the  words, "  Don't  look  so  disapproba- 
tive." All  kinds  of  revolutionary  things  were  happening  in 
those  days,  and  T  was  constantly  being  called  on  to  adjust 
myself  to  new  positions  for  which  my  earlier  aasociatioss  had 
entirely  unfitted  me, — such  as  seeing  in  society  private  sol- 
diers and  non-commissioned  officers  of  the  best  families, — and 
I  had  learned  the  necessity  before  I  had  appreciated  the 
reasons.  So,  in  this  case,  1  felt  grateful  to  Mrs.  Davis,  ate 
my  dinner,  listened  to  all  that  was  said,  with  a  ronning  com- 
mentary in  my  own  mind  not  in  the  least  complimentary  to 
either  the  bishop  or  the  general,  though  I  often  told  him  in 
after  days  tliat  in  my  most  prejudiced  moments  I  acknowl- 
edged he  looked  every  inch  a  soldier.  And  when  I  met  his 
genial  smile,  and  the  least  deprecatory  expression,  which  I 
never  saw  afterward,  it  required  something  of  an  effort  to  be 
true  to  my  principles. 

General  Folk  was  never  tormented  by  doubts  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  his  course.  Having  once  made  up  his  mind,  he  was 
not  the  man  to  look  back ;  but,  as  he  said,  it  was  a  new  at- 
mosphere, "fresh."  I  would  suggest,  "We  generally  temper 
It  for  churchmen,"  when  he  would  laugh  and  rah  his  bands, 
saying,  "Oh,  that's  too  bad!  that's  too  bad!"  I  see  the 
twinkle  in  his  eye  now,  and  love  to  remember  that  in  his  gay 
momenta,  as  in  his  more  serious  ones,  he  fulfilled  my  ideal  of 
the  Christian  gentleman. 

I  did  not  see  General  Polk  after  he  left  Richmond  until  I 
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in«t  him  in  Columbus,  under  oircumBtancea  as  different  as 
could  well  be  conceived,  but  which  forever  eetablisked  hie 
claims  to  mj  highest  respect  and  admiration.  He  was  at  the 
time  in  command  ot  the  largest  army  in  the  West,  and 
guarded  the  Missisuppi  at  that  point  ao  effectually  that  after 
the  repuke  at  Belmont  the  Feder^  troops  never  made  an- 
other attempt  to  carry  that  point.  We  arrived  in  Columbus, 
or  near  it,  at  the  very  moment  the  battle  of  Belmont  was 
being  fought ;  Belmont  being  on  the  opposite  or  western  bank 
of  the  river,  and  held,  as  we  supposed,  by  Confederate  troops. 
A  shot  across  the  bow  of  our  boat,  followed  quickly  by  others, 
told  a  different  tale,  and  the  spy-glasses  soon  revealed  the 
"  blue-coats  "  at  the  guns.  Only  for  a  short  time,  however. 
The  Confederates  regained  their  position,  General  Polk  hav- 
ing in  person,  at  the  head  of  his  reinforcements,  decided  the 
fate  of  the  day  in  favor  of  the  Confederates,  forcing  Gleneral 
Grant  to  retire,  leaving  his  wounded  on  the  field.  No  sooner 
had  our  boat  rounded  to  at  the  Columbus  wharf,  than  an 
officer  of  General  Polk's  staff  jumped  on  board,  with  orders 
that  the  boat  proceed,  without  an  instant's  delay,  to  the 
opposite  (Belmont)  aide  of  the  river.  There  was  no  time  for 
any  one  to  disembark,  and  I  found  myself,  in  a  few  moments, 
in  the  midst  of  the  horrors  of  war.  The  boat  was  needed  to 
transpori.  the  prisoners,  the  dying,  and  the  dead.  And  what  a 
procession  it  was!  So  little  in  unison  with  the  golden  glow 
of  the  setting  sun  that  bathed  every  near  and  distant  object 
in  a  soft  and  tender  light !  Prisoners,  mostly  Germans,  look- 
ing sulky ;  wounded  of  both  armies,  meeting  the  same  treat- 
ment, and  bearing  their  sufferings  with  the  same  stoicism; 
and,  lastly,  the  dead  Confederates,  about  thirty  in  number — 
those  few  who  had  friends  to  caro  for  their  mortal  remains. 
Down  they  came,  one  by  one,  wrapped  each  in  his  blanket, 
and  laid  aide  by  side,  with  their  faces  uncovered.  I  had  always 
heard  that  persons  dying  from  gunshot  wounds  bore  peaceful 
expressions ;  but  of  that  whole  group,  I  saw  only  one  young 
man  whose  face  I  can  even  now  recall  with  anything  but 
terror.  He  looked  as  if  he  might  indeed  be  sleeping  his  last 
sleep,  while  the  others  were  disfigured  and  distorted  by  the 
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pasKODs  of  the  last  moment,  and  one  man  liad  hia  hand  raised 
and  clenched  as  if  defying'  death  itself.  The  whole  Bocne  was 
like  some  terrible  nightmare.  I  seemed  to  be  in  a  dream 
from  which  I  could  not  awake  till  I  fonad  myself  at  Qeneral 
Polk's  headquarters — a  lai^  fraine-houae  entirely  deserted 
and  desolate  enough,  but  in  harmony  with  all  I  had  seen  and 
felt.  As  I  was  Btauding  on  the  porch  ia  the  gray  of  the  even- 
ing, Bot  a  light  in  or  about  the  hoiue,  a  rapid,  irregular  firing 
and  shouting  announced  the  return  of  the  victore.  Some  one 
advised  me  to  go  in,  saying,  "  Victorious  troops  are  always 
dangerous,  and  Columbus  will  be  as  unsafe  as  Belmont  for  the 
next  hour  or  two,"  Just  at  this  moment  an  old  black  woman 
appeared  and  said  to  me,  "  There  is  a  gentleman  dying  in  one 
of  the  rooms."  I  went  in  without  a  moment's  thought  or 
fear,  and  saw  Major  Edward  Butler,*  of  Louisiana,  mortally 
wounded,  but  retaining  his  consciousness  and  anxious  to  see 
General  Polk.  I  sat  down  beside  him.  It  seemed  hours, 
though  really  it  was  not  very  long,  before  the  general  and 
staff  returned  full  of  exultation. 

That  old  house  was  vivified.  It  was  alive  with  martial 
spirit.  It  needed  not  the  surroundings  of  ordinary  comfort 
and  convenience.  It  was  the  most  glorious  place  I  ever  was 
in,  and  lit  up  with  its  own  Are  even  the  death-bed  of  that 
gallant  man,  who  seemed  to  draw  new  life  from  it.  His  eye 
flashed  with  more  than  mortal  brightness.  His  voice  took 
a  new  ring,  and  when  General  Polk  eame  into  the  room  and 
bowed  Ms  head  over  that  low  pallet,  the  two  men  seemed 
to  exchange  charact«r8;  on  General  Polk's  countenance  was 
the  pain  and  suffering ;  on  Major  Butler's  the  triumph,  as  he 
said,  "  General  Polk,  I  want  you  to  bear  witness  that  I  died 
in  the  line  of  my  duty.  I  did  not  recklessly  go  in  advance 
of  my  men  till  it  became  necessary ;  and  my  only  regret  is, 
that  I  cannot  live  to  be  of  some  service  to  my  country,"  The 
general  was  entirely  overcome;  he  could  only  grasp  the  hand 
of  the  dying  man,  and  say  in  broken  tones,  "I  will  make 
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it  my  duty  to  fulfill  your  wishes;  your  father  shall  know 
all."  After  a  few  moments'  sUence,  more  eloquent  than 
prayer,  he  softly  left  the  room,  saying  to  me,  with  a  deep  sigh, 
"Ah !  this  is  the  other  side  of  war";  while  Major  Butler  said, 
"  There  goes  one  of  the  noblest  men  God  ever  made."  After 
some  hours,  during  which  we  had  faint  hopes  that  Major 
Butler  might  be  saved,  it  became  evident  that  he  could  last 
but  a  few  miautea  longer,  and  General  Polk  was  sent  for.  In 
the  early  dawn  of  the  morning  he  came  into  the  room,  stood 
by  the  bed,  took  Major  Butler's  hand  in  his  own,  and,  as  the 
spirit  winged  its  flight,  raised  his  hand  and  invoked  the  bless- 
ing of  Almighty  God  on  that  departing  soul.  There  were 
some  men  in  that  room  who  had  never  liefore  been  impressed 
witb  the  reahty  of  a  blessing,  and  who  told  me  afterward 
they  could  never  forget  the  power  that  seemed  to  emanate 
from  tiie  presence  and  words  of  the  general.  From  that 
moment  I  never  had  any  doubts  as  to  the  bishop-general 
being  the  right  man  in  the  right  place.  I  dwell  the  more  on 
t^B  episode,  and  all  it  taught  me  and  others,  becanse  to 
many  the  only  vulnerable  point  in  General  Polk's  whole  career 
was  his  exchange  of  the  miter  for  the  sword,  and  because  I 
would  hope  to  show  how,  in  his  life,  he  was  as  conscientiously 
true  to  the  one  as  to  the  other.  To  my  mind  he  elevated 
both. 

The  nest  incident  I  remember  was  going  on  a  steamer, 
under  a  flag  of  truce,  to  make  arrangements  for  the  exchange 
of  prisoners, — a  trip  suggested  by  the  general,  who,  in  the 
midst  of  the  many  duties  and  excitements  following  a  sncceas- 
f ul  battle,  found  time  to  think  that  a  change  of  scene  would 
be  grateful  to  me  after  the  terrible  sights  of  the  day  before; 
and  he  said,  "  You  must  go  on  the  boat  and  see  that  your 
Yankee  friends  get  good  terms."  It  was  one  of  General 
Polk's  characteristics  that  he  carried  no  personal  feelings  into 
the  war.  He  was  actuat«d  solely  by  a  sense  of  duty,  and 
used,  while  in  Columbus,  to  meet  the  United  States  officers 
under  flags  of  trace,  and,  if  report  spoke  truly,  foi^t  for  the 
time  that  they  were  enemies.  I  remember  a  captious  article 
in  a  Memphis  paper  on  such  an  interview,  and  the  general's 
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remark  when  urged  to  reply  to  it, — "  My  whole  life  must 
speak  for  me."  He  had  more  uncouBcious  grandeur  of 
thought  and  action  than  almost  any  person 'I  ever  met ;  more 
of  the  tone  that  givoB  luBter  to  character,  like  the  enamel  en- 
toring  into  the  creation  of  the  potter's  hand,  and  imparting 
to  the  original  substance  and  its  accidental  coloring  a  new 
Talne  and  brilliancy. 
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In  the  preceding  cbapter  it  is  stated  that  when  General 
Johnston  took  command  in  the  West.  General  Polk  was  es- 
pecially entrusted  with  the  defense  of  the  Mississippi  River, 
and  that  for  a  time  he  was  also  charged  with  the  defenses  of 
the  Tennessee  and  the  Cumberland.  After  the  fall  of  Forts 
Henry  and  Donelson,  General  Johnston  requested  him  to  fur- 
nish a  report  of  his  connection  with  that  work.  In  compli- 
ance with  this  request,  General  Polk  wrote : 

HB&O^r&BTKBS.  PiBBT  COBPS,  AbHT  OF  TBB  UlSBISSlPPI, 
COBINTH,  MiBB.,  April  1, 1862. 

Gentnil :  Id  conformity  wiUi  your  order  to  Feport  to  you  on  f be  de- 
fenses of  tbe  Tennessee  and  Cumberland  rivers  at  the  time  ot  my 
taking  command  in  the  West,  I  have  to  say  fbat  those  defenses  were  at 
the  time  not  incliided  in  my  command,  nor  were  they  nntil  afUr  you 
aasamed  chu-ge  ot  the  Western  Department.  My  command,  up  to  that 
tdme,  was  limited  on  the  north  and  east  by  the  Tennessee  River. 

Shortly  after  you  took  command  of  the  Westem  Deportment,  Lieuten- 
ant Dlion.  of  the  Corps  of  Engineers,  was  instructed  by  you  to  make  an 
eiamlnatdou  'ot  the  worlis  at  Ports  Henry  and  Donelson,  and  to  report 
upon  them.  These  instructions  were  complied  with,  and  he  reported 
that  the  former  fort,  which  was  nearly  completed,  was  built  not  at  the  most 
favorable  position,  tmt  that  it  was  a  strong  work;  and  instead  of  ahan- 
doning  it  and  building  at  another  place,  he  advised  that  It  should  be 
completed,  and  the  other  works  conatracted  on  the  hlRhlands  just  above 
the  fort  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  Measures  for  the  accomplish- 
ment ot  this  work  were  adopted  as  the  means  at  our  disposal  would  allow. 
A  negro  force,  offered  by  the  planters  on  the  TenneBBee  in  North  Alabama, 
was  employed  on  the  work,  and  efforts  were  made  to  push  it  to  comple- 
tion as  fast  as  the  means  at  command  would  allow.  Lieutenant  Dlion 
abo  made  a  similar  reconnaissance  on  the  Cumberland,  and  gave  it  as 
his  opinion  that  although  a  better  position  might  have  been  chosen  tor 
the  fort^cations  ot  the  river,  yet,  under  the  circumstancas  then  sur- 
rounding onr  command,  it  would  be  better  to  retain  and  strengthen  the 
60 
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poddun  choean.  He  accordiogly  made  Burveys  for  additional  outworks, 
BDd'the  service  of  a  eonaiderable  alare  force  waa  ofatsiiied  t«  coastruct 
them.  This  work  was  coDtinued  and  kept  under  the  auperrlalon  o( 
Lieuteniuit  Dtion.  Lleutenaot  Dixon  also  advised  the  plaelng  of  ot>- 
structions  in  tlie  Cumberland  at  a  certain  point  below,  where  there  waa 
shoal  water,  so  as  to  aOford  protection  to  the  operadTes  engaged  on  the 
tortiflcatlonB  against  the  enemy's  gunboats.  This  was  done,  and  it  oper. 
ated  as  a  check  to  the  navigation  so  long  as  the  water  continued  low. 

Too  are  aware  that  elloria  were  made  M  obtain  heavy  ordnance  to 
arm  these  forts;  but  as  wo  had  to  rely  on  supplies  from  the  Atlantic  sea- 
coast  they  came  slowly,  and  it  became  necessary  Ut  divert  a  number  of 
pieces  intended  for  Columbus  to  the  service  of  those  forts. 

The  principal  difficulty  in  the  way  of  a  successful  defense  of  the  rivers 
in  question  was  the  want  of  an  adequate  force,— a  force  of  Infantry  and 
a  force  of  eiperieuced  artillerists.  They  were  applied  for  by  you,  and 
also  by  me;  and  the  appeal  was  made  earnestly  lo  every  quarter  whence 
relief  might  be  hoped  for.  Why  it  was  not  furnished,  others  must  say. 
I  believe  tbe  chief  reason,  so  far  as  infantry  was  concerned,  was  the 
want  of  arms.  As  to  experienced  artillerists,  they  were  not  In  the 
country,  or,  at  least,  to  be  spared  from  other  points. 

When  General  Tilghman  was  made  a  brigadier-general,  hewasasdgned 
by  you  to  the  command  of  the  defenses  on  the  TenneBsee'  and  Chimber- 
land.  It  waa  at  the  time  wbeu  tbe  operations  of  the  enemy  had  begun 
to  be  active  on  those  rivers,  and  the  difficulty  of  communicating  as 
rapidly  aa  the  exigencies  of  the  service  required,  through  the  circuitous 
route  to  Columbus,  made  it  expedient  for  him  to  place  himself  in  direct 
communieatiDn  witli  the  general  headquarlArs. 

NeverthelesB,  all  the  support  I  could  give  him,  in  answer  to  bis  colls, 


He  received  from  Columbus  a  detachment  of  artillery  otBcers.  as  in- 
structors of  hia  troops  in  that  arm,  on  two  several  occasians.  and  all  the 
infantry  at  my  command  that  could  be  spared  from  the  defenses  of 
ColombuB. 

The  importance  of  gunboats  as  u>  element  of  power  in  our  military 
operations  waa  frequentiy  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  government. 

One  transport  boat,  tbe  "Eastport,"  was  ordered  to  be  purchased  and 
converted  Into  a  gunboat  on  the  Tennessee  Biver ;  but  it  was,  unfortu- 
nately, too  late  to  be  of  any  service. 

Respectfully  yonr  obedient  servant. 

Mi^oT-OttKral  ContnaHdiiig. 
To  GamiUL  A.  S.  Johnston.  Commanding  Army  of  the 
MlsBisBippi,  Corinth,  Miss. 
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columbus. 
Jahitary  to  March,  1862. 

Colimitnis  after  the  battle  of  Belmont.—  Efforts  of  Johnston  and  Polk  to 
obt^n  reinforcements,— General  Polk  to  Ur.  Davis  od  operations  In 
Missouri. — GeDoral  Polk  sends  batteriea  t^  General  Price  and  re^^imenta 
to  General  Johnston. —  General  Polk's  appeal  to  Governor  PettuB  of  Mls- 
siasippi  and  to  tbe  antliorltiea  of  Tennessee, —  General  Polk  agajn  urges 
the  acceptance  of  bis  resignation. — Arrival  o(  General  Beauretcard. — 
State  of  General  Beauragard'a  health.— Generals  Polk,  Stewart,  Hal- 
leck,  Cullom,Bnd  Admiral  Foote's  views  as  to  the  strengtli  of  Columbus. 
—  General  Beaureganl  entertains  a  different  opinion.— Evacuation  of 
Columbus  ordered, —  General  Polk  wishes  to  hold  it, —  Letters  to  Mrs. 
Polk,— Extract  from  officii  report. 

The  winter  at  Columbus  was  one  of  watchful  sus- 
pense. The  Union  troops,  as  predicted  by  General  Polk, 
intended  to  make  their  next  important  movement  at 
some  point  in  the  West,  with  a  view  of  opening  the 
Mississippi  River. 

With  an  extensive  frontier  to  defend,  and  an  adequate 
force  at  no  single  point,  it  may  be  readily  conceived 
that  throughout  the  line  there  was  an  anxious  feeling. 
General  Johnston  made  every  appeal  in  his  power,  both 
to  Confederate  and  State  authorities,  for  aid.  General 
Polk,  on  his  part,  in  harmony  with  Johnston's  views, 
spared  no  effort,  official  or  individual,  to  arouse  the  na- 
tional and  local  authorities  to  a  sense  of  the  impor- 
tance of  successfully  meeting  the  anticipated  advance. 
At  his  request  General  Alcorn  went  to  Jackson  to  see 
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Governor  Pettus  of  Mississippi ;  General  Cheatham  to 
Nashville  to  confer  with  Governor  Harris  of  Tennessee ; 
and  Mr.  N.  R.  Jennings  to  Eichmond,  on  a  mission  to 
President  Davis.  Each  of  these  delegates  carried  in- 
formction  of  the  expected  movement,  and  each,  was  in- 
structed to  urge  the  sending  of  reinforcements  and  to 
say  that  it  was  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  South 
should  put  forward  its  strength  at  once  in  Kentueky, 
In  the  meanwhile  General  Polk  continued  his  efforts  to 
make  Columbus  a  stronghold,  and  was  doing  all  that  was 
possible,  with  the  limited  mfians  at  his  disposal,  to  pnt 
Island  No.  10,  New  Madrid  (in  connection  with  the  isl- 
and), and  Fort  Pillow  in  a  state  of  defense. 

Solicitous  to  have  the  Federals  in  Missouri  held  in 
check  by  the  Confederate  forces  there,  in  order  to  keep 
them  from  the  left  flank  of  his  own  line,  General  Polk 
also  sent  a  messenger  to  Price  and  McCullongh  to  know 
their  plans  and  the  state  of  their  forces.  Qn  January 
3, 1862,  he  wrote  to  President  Davis : 

I  gave  Qeneral  Price  to  understand  that  I  regarded  ener- 
getic action  on  his  part,  in  keeping  the  enemy  employed  in 
Missouri,  of  the  highest  importance  to  the  defense  of  my 
present  position,  and  that  I  hoped  he  would  leave  no  efEort 
unmade  to  keep  himself  in  the  field  during  the  winter.  In  my 
letter  to  him  I  expressed  the  opinion  that  if  the  Confederate 
Government  could  help  Missouri  from  the  east,  it  must  be 
through  Columbus,  and  I  was  not  without  hope  of  yet  aiding 
in  the  emancipation  of  St.  Louis  through  this  route. 

So  long  as  the  Federal  forces  under  Halleck  are  kept  em- 
ployed by  Price  in  Missouri,  they  cannot  cooperate  with  Bnell 
against  Johnston,  nor  be  concentrated  against  me  on  my 
right  or  left  flank.  I  hope,  therefore,  we  shall  not  fail  to 
occupy  him  fully  with  all  the  resources  at  our  command.  I 
have  sent  Qeneral  Price  several  batteries  j  troops  I  have  none 
to  spare. 
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As  a  part  of  the  history  of  this  period,  we  here  give 
Price's  answer  to  Polk;  it  was  not  at  hand,  however,  when 
Polk  wrote  Mr,  Davis.  The  letter  really  relates  specially 
to  a  suggestion  from  Polk  that  a  combined  naval  and  land 
attack  might  be  made  upon  Cidro  and  St.  Louis  before 
the  enemy's  flotilla  was  ready.  See  Correspondence  with 
Admiral  Holling  and  Colonel  Bowen,  War  Records  Office: 
Head  Quarters,  Mo.,  State  Guahd, 
Spbikgpield,  December  23d,  1861. 

General:  I  acknowledge  with  very  great  pleasure  the 
recdpt  of  your  letter  of  the  '4th  inst.  It  was  handed  to  me 
yesterday,  by  Mr,  Burton,  who  also  gave  me  the  information, 
which  you  desired  him  to  communicate  to  me.  I  fully  agree 
with  you  that  it  is  all  important  that  we  should  be  kept  ad- 
vised (so  far  as  may  be  safe  or  expedient)  of  each  other's  posi- 
tion, strength  and  plans,  &  shall  be  glad  to  aid  you  in  the 
accomplisiunent  of  that  object.  Your  plans,  as  made  known 
to  me  by  Mr.  Burton,  meet  my  full  concurrence,  &  I  promise 
you  my  earnest  cooperation  in  the  execution  of  them. 

There  are  two  main  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  successful 
prosecution  of  the  war  in  this  State,  one  of  which  ought  to  liave 
been  long  since  overcome,  &  the  other  of  which  ought  never 
to  have  existed,  &  the  present  existence  of  both  of  which  is  due 
mainly,  if  not  altogether  to  the  Conduct  of  Genl.  McCulloch, 

Ist  The  fact  that  the  great  majority  of  those  who  desire 
to  take  up  arms  on  the  part  of  the  South,  are  prevented  from 
doing  so  by  the  enemy's  occupation  of  the  State,  which  closes 
to  them  every  avenue  of  approach  to  my  army,  and 

2d  The  dissatisfaction  which  General  McCulIoch's  con- 
stant refusal  to  cooperate  with  us  ha^  engendered  in  the  minds 
of  the  people  of  Missouri,  &  which  lead  them  to  doubt  whether 
the  Confederate  Government  reaDy  sympathizes  with,  and 
desires  to  aid,  them. 

The  most  populous  and  the  truest  counties  of  the  State  lie 
upon,  or  north  of  the  Missouri  River.  Had  Genl.  McCulloch, 
in  response  to  my  urgent  entreaties  accompanied  me  to  that 
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Eiver,  immediately  after  the  Battle  of  Springfield,  we  could 
have  ea^y  maintained  our  position  there,  until  my  Army 
(which  was  in  fact  augmented  from  less  than  6,000,  to  more 
than  16,000  men  during  the  few  days  we  lay  there)  would  have 
been  increased  to  at  least  50,000,  and  four-fifths  of  the  State 
would  have  fallen  without  a  stni^le  into  our  possession.  Aa 
it  was,  however,  I  was  soon  threatened  by  overwhelming  num- 
bers, &  compelled  to  fall  back  again  to  the  Southern  border 
of  the  State ;  &  thousands  of  those  who  bad  flocked  to  my  stand- 
ard, feeling  that  they  had  been  betrayed  and  abandoned  by 
the  Confederate  Govemmeot  returned  to  their  homes,  discon- 
tented and  disheartened. 

Agiun,  after  the  late  retreat  of  the  enemy  from  the  South- 
west, I  begged  Genl.  McCulloch  to  accompany  me  to  the 
Missouri,  &  he  again  refused  to  do  so.  I  started  thither  with 
my  own  Army,  &  reached  the  Osage  just  as  the  time  of  service 
of  three-fourths  of  my  men  was  expiring.  Nearly  every  one  of 
them  had  left  his  home,  months  before,  without  an  hour's 
notice,  and  leaving  their  families  unprotected  and  unprovided 
for.  A  severe  winter  was  at  hand.  The  men  were  them- 
selves badly  clad,  &  not  one  of  them  had  ever  received  a  dime 
in  payment  of  his  services.  Many  of  them  insisted  upon  going 
home  for  a  few  weeks  to  procure  clothing  for  themselves  &  to 
make  some  provision  for  the  comfort  of  their  families,  which 
were  exposed  not  only  to  the  severity  of  a  Missouri  winter,  but 
to  the  fury  of  an  enemy,  whose  barbarity  cannot  be  described. 
I  could  not  refuse  their  reasonable  request,  &  my  army  became 
so  small  that  it  would  have  t)ecn  highly  perilous  for  me  to  have 
crossed  the  Osage,  threatened  as  I  was  from  Kansas,  from 
Sadalia,  &  from  Rolla.  Knowing,  however,  that  thousands 
of  the  people  on  the  Northern  side  of  the  Missouri  would  come 
to  me  even  at  this  season,  if  I  could  but  open  the  way  for  them, 
I  sent  a  detachment  of  1,100  men  to  Lexington,  which  after 
remaining  only  a  part  of  one  day,  gathered  together  about 
2,500  recruits,  and  escorted  them  in  safety  to  me,  at  Osceola. 
Could  the  detachment  have  remained  on  the  River  only  a  few 
days  longer  the  number  of  recnuts  would  have  been  indefinitely 
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increased,  but  the  enemy  havii^  gotten  insight  into  the  move- 
ment concentrated  their  forces  against  it,  &  compelled  it  to 
return.  There  are  many  counties,  north  of  the  River  in  which 
organized  companies  of  from  500  to  1,500  are  now  ready  to 
join  &  are  only  awEuting  an  opportunity  to  do  so. 

Appreciating  as  I  do  the  great  importance  of  this  movement 
in  the  direction  of  the  Missouri,  I  wrote  to  Genl.  McCulloch 
again  on  the  6th  inst.  begging  him  to  cooperate  with  me  in  it. 
I  received  a  reply  a  few  days  ago,  written  on  the  14th  inst. 
at  Ft.  Smith,  by  Col,  Mcintosh,  who  commands  the  Division 
in  the  absence  of  the  Genl.  He  says  that  it  is  impossible  for 
him  to  grant  my  request,  because  he  has  been  compelled  to 
send  three  Regiments  into  the  Indian  Territory,  &  was  ex- 
pecting to  send  others  for  the  defense  of  Memphis,  &  because 
also  of  the  want  of  clothmg  for  his  troops  &  of  "the  great  dis- 
tance to  be  travelled  in  the  depth  of  winter  over  the  bleak 
prairies  of  Missouri."  With  the  cooperation  of  those  troops 
I  could  not  only  have  advanced  to  the  River,  &  recruited  my 
army  to  any  desirable  extent,  but  could  have  destroyed  the 
Rail  Roads  of  which  the  enemy  have  always  had  possession, 
and  which  give  them  an  immense  advantage  over  us;  &  ttus 
beii^  done  we  could  liave  easily  driven  the  enemy  into  St. 
Louis  before  the  opening  of  Spring;  &  while  accomplishing 
this  we  would  have  created  a  powerful  diversion  in  favor  of  our 
armies  in  Ky.  My  troops  and  the  people  knew  these  facts 
&  the  knowledge  of  their  existence,  creates  as  I  before  stud 
the  greatest  dissatisfaction  with  &  distrust  of,  the  Confederate 
Government.  This  feeling  grows  daily,  &  will  do  us  uncal- 
culable  harm  if  it  be  not  speedily  quieted.  There  is  not  at 
this  time  a  single  Confederate  Soldier  in  the  State,  nor  does 
there  seem  to  be  any  likehhood  that  one  will  come  into  it, 
during  the  winter;  whilst  there  are  at  least  50,000  troops  in 
it,  from  Kansas,  Iowa,  Illinois,  Wiscon^,  Michigan,  Indiana 
&  Ohio.  How  long  can  we  be  expected  to  carry  on  this  unequal 
contest,  almost  completely  isolated  as  we  are  from  the  Southern 
States,  &  surrounded  on  three  sides  by  hostile  States,  &  espe- 
cially when  it  is  taken  into  consideration  that  we  have  not 
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a  single  dollar  with  which  to  coaduct  the  war.  Something  must 
be  done,  &  that  speedily.  I  have  abandoned  all  hope  "of 
getting  the  cooperation  of  Genl.  McCuUoch.  Your  kind  letter 
comes  therefore  most  seasonably  and  doubly  welcome.  We 
may  yet  make  thia  winter  Camp>aign  result  in  the  deliverance 
of  Missouri;  or  at  least  in  great  good  to  our  cause.  I  will  have 
at  least  twenty  thousand  men  under  my  command  in  a  very 
short  time,  &  will  gladly  unite  with  you  in  a  movement  upon 
St.  Louis,  as  su^ested  by  you.  If  you  will  mature  your  plans 
&  communicate  them  to  me,  you  will  be  seconded  in  the  execu- 
tion of  them  not  only  by  myself,  but  by  every  man  in  my 
Army,  &  whether  we  succeed  in  the  main  object  or  not  we  will 
accomplish  a  great  deal.  Our  people  will  see  that  the  Govt. 
really  desires  to  assist  them;  their  way  to  the  Army  will,  at 
the  same  time,  be  opened  to  them  by  the  withdrawal  of  the 
enemy's  forces  from  the  rest  of  the  State  for  the  protection  of 
St.  Louis;  &  they  will  come  to  us  from  every  quarter  by  hun- 
dreds &  by  thousands.  I  am  informed  too  that  there  are 
over  6,000  men  in  St.  Louis  ready  to  spring  to  arms  at  the 
first  gleam  of  hope.  I  do  therefore  hope  that  you  will  find 
it  expedient  to  undertake  the  execution  of  your  bold,  &  well 
conceived  plan.  You  will  have  my  hearty  cooperation.  The 
bearer,  Mr.  Burton  will  inform  you  more  particularly  of  the 
strength  of  my  Army. 

If  this  letter  is  read  in  connection  with  the  "  Fight  for 
Missouri  "  written  by  Colonel  Thomas  L.  Snead,  Gener^ 
Price's  Chief  of  Staff,  an  excellent  picture  of  affairs  in 
Missouri  during  1861  can  be  had,  so  far  as  they  were 
controlled  by  the  State  forces,  known  as  the  State 
Guard,  and  by  the  Confederate  forces  controlled  by 
General  McCullough.  There  was  at  no  time  cordial 
co-operation  between  these  two  and  it  was  not  always 
easy  to  say  j  ust  where  the  blame  lay.  It  is  plain,  however, 
that  just  before  and  after  the  battle  of  Springfield  the 
Confederate  Government  lacked  boldness  in  its  measures 
for  the  support  of  its  friends  in  Missouri. 
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In  response  to  a  call  for  men  from  General  Johnston, 
General  Polk  wrote  on  December  30 : 

I  have  sent  forward  to  you  all  of  the  infantry  of  Bowen'a 
command,  as  also  Reynolds's  and  Campbell's  regiments.  I 
have  also  ordered  forward  Hndson'a  and  Belt^hoover'a  bat- 
teries. These,  I  sappose  (for  it  has  been  very  difficnlt  to  get 
accurate  returns) ,  would  make  the  force  about  5000 ;  I  wish  I 
could  make  It  10,000. 

I  am  informed  General  McCullough's  force  in  Arkansas  is 
10,000  strong,  and  is  in  winter  quart«rs.  It  is  certain  now  that 
no  movement  will  be  made  by  the  enemy  in  southwestern  Mis- 
souri until  spring.  I  beg  leave  respectfully' to  submit  that  in 
that  ease  this  force  might,  with  great  —very  great — advantage, 
be  employed  in  southeastern  Missouri  during  the  emergency 
immediately  before  us,  and  therefore  ask  that  it  may  be 
ordered  to  the  defense  of  New  Madrid  and  the  region  round 
about.  The  forces  there  have  all  disbanded,  and  I  have  no 
reason  to  hope  they  can  again  be  enlisted  in  any  short  time. 
This  leaves  me  fo  provide  force  for  the  defense  of  New 
Madrid,  and  my  resources  for  that  purpose  are  very  limited. 
I  have  had  a  fort  constructed  there,  and  armed  it  strongly 
with  heavy  guns.  I  have  placed  for  its  defense  two  Arkansas 
regiments  under  Colonel  Qantt,  and  these  imperfectly  armed ; 
but  that  side  of  the  river  should  have  a  much  stronger  force, 
and  I  know  not  where  it  is  to  come  from,  if  not  from 
McCulloi^h's  force. 

General  Johnston  fully  appreciated  the  importance  of 
bringing  McCullough's  force  over  to  the  Mississippi 
River  at  New  Madrid,  and  he  applied  for  half  of  it;  but 
a  threatened  movement  of  Federals  from  southwest  Mis. 
Bouri  seemed  to  require  that  all  of  it  should  be  left  to 
protect  Arkansas.  If  10,000  men,  or  even  5000,  could 
have  been  placed  at  New  Madrid,  and  a  like  force  brought 
up  from  the  Gulf  coast,  where  it  was  not  then  needed,  it 
ig  pennissible  to  believe  that  the  disasters  so  soon  to  fall 


b>  Google 


^t,  55]  HALLECK^S  MOVEMENTS.  69 

upon  the  Eentnckj  lioe  might  have  been  avoided.  But 
the  influence  of  individual  States  (in  accord  with  an  ex- 
aggerated application  of  the  doctrine  of  "  State  rights  ") 
hajnpered  the  general  government  by  insisting,  in  an- 
swer to  local  clamor,  upon  the  retention  of  troops  at 
points  in  no  way  vital  to  the  common  cause.  For  this 
reason  concentration  was  prevented.  The  error  was 
soon  realized,  but  it  was  then  too  late  to  rectify  it. 

In  the  auttunn  of  1861  Major-General  Halleck  was 
assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Federal  armies  in  the 
West,  and  under  his  direction,  with  the  special  super- 
vision of  Mr.  Lincoln,  the  greatest  efforts  were  made  to 
open  in  the  coming  spring  an  active  campaign  on  both 
sides  of  the  Mississippi.  Tn  southwest  Missouri  a  col- 
umn under  General  Curtis  was  gathering  to  move  into 
Arkansas ;  at  St.  Louis  and  Cairo  two  others  were  form- 
ing— one  under  General  Grant,  another  under  General 
Pope — to  operate  down  the  Mississippi,  or  the  Tennessee 
and  Cumberland,  as  future  developments  might  prove 
best.  General  Buell  at  the  same  time  was  organizing 
his  forces  for  a  movement  upon  General  Hardee  at 
Bowling  Green,  and  upon  Crittenden  in  the  east«m 
part  of  the  State.  The  first  of  these  operations  Buell 
himself  directed;  the  second  he  committed  to  General 
Geoi^  H.  Thomas,  By  the  middle  of  February  these 
several  corps,  i^gi-egating  hardly  less  than  100,000  men, 
were  ready  for  the  march.  To  oppose  them.  General 
Johnston  mustered  about  55,000  in  all  at  the  several 
points  upon  his  widely  extended  hue. 

General  Polk  had  oi^anized  an  efBcient  secret  service 
which  kept  him  informed  of  the  preparations  in  his  front, 
and  in  a  series  of  letters  laid  his  information  before  the 
proper  ofQcials.  On  January  12  he  wrote  to  President 
Davis: 
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His  flotilla  is  composed  of  the  gouboats,  mortar-bouts, 
and  tranBports  enumerated  in  the  acscompanying  slip ;  this  is 
taken  from  one  of  their  own  publioatioDB,  and  yerifled  sub- 
stantially by  other  information.  This  flotilla  is  to  be  sup- 
ported by  a  land  force ;  of  the  nimiber  composing  this  foree 
we  have  no  certain  information,  but  we  have  reason  to  believe 
it  will  reach  from  30,000  to  50,000.  Since  taking  possession 
of  this  place  in  Septemt)er,  I  have  been  actively  engaged  in 
putting  it  into  as  complete  a.  condition  of  defense  aa  the 
means  at  my  disposal  would  allow.  These  means  have  been 
far  less  than  I  desired.  The  work,  however,  is  one  of  decided 
strength,  and  it  will  offer  a  stem  resistance  to  any  attack 
that  may  be  made  upon  it.  I  regret  to  say  that  my  force  is 
much  below  what  is  required  for  the  work  before  it.  Within 
the  last  fortnight,  under  a  call  from  General  Johnston,  I  felt 
obliged  to  send  him  between  4000  and  5000  men,  which  I 
could  not  well  spare.  I  have  ealkd  upon  the  govattort  nf  the 
States  below  us  for  aid.  The  aid  has  not  been  furnished  as 
the  necessities  of  my  position  dtHumd.  We  shaU,  houxver,  make 
the  best  defense  our  dreumstances  wUl  ailowi. 

Of  the  character  of  these  defenses  no  one  was  better 
fitted  to  speak  than  General  A.  P.  Stewart,  who  com- 
manded the  river  batteries.     In  a  letter  to  the  writer  he 


On  the  occupation  of  Columbus,  where  General  Polk  as- 
sumed command  in  person,  he  applied  himself  diligently  to 
preparations  for  defense.  Extensive  works  were  constructed 
on  the  bluff  and  ridge  above  the  town,  numerous  batteries 
lined  the  river-bank  at  the  foot  of  the  bluff,  the  approaches 
from  below  were  guarded  by  defensive  works,  and  the  chan- 
nel of  the  river  protected  by  a  system  of  torpedoes.  A  force 
was  camped  across  the  river  to  clear  away  the  timber  from 
the  west  bank,  in  order  to  expose  the  ground  to  the  fire 
from  the  forts  and  battories.  The  wisdom  of  this  precau- 
tion was  demonstrated  on  the  7th  of  November,  the  day  on 
which  the  battle  of  Belmont  occurred.    During  the  winter. 
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preparatioDs  for  defetuie  were  continued.  UagazineB  were 
conetmcted  and  stored  with  ammunition,  storehouses  filled  • 
with  provisions,  the  works  were  improved  and  extended,  the 
troops  drilled,  every  practicable  means  adopted  to  render  the 
place  as  strong  as  possible  and  capable  of  standing  a  siege 
or  assault  by  any  force  the  enemy  could  brii^  against  it. 

In  a  letter  written  early  in  January  General  Polk 
expresses  himself  as  pleased  with  the  condition  of  the 
works  at  Columbus : 

We  are  still  quiet  here.  I  am  employed  in  makii^  more 
and  more  difBcult  the  task  to  take  this  place,  and  feel  I  am, 
in  a  good  measure,  accomplishing  it.  I  have  now,  mount«d 
and  in  position,  all  round  my  works,  140  camion  of  various 
calibers,  and  they  look  not  a  little  formidable.  Besides  this 
I  am  paving  the  bottom  of  the  liver  with  submarine  bat- 
teries, to  say  nothing  of  a  heavy  chain  across  the  river.  I 
am  planting  mines  out  in  the  roads  also,  so  that  if  they  make 
their  appearance,  we  will  not  fail  to  give  them  a  warm 


Early  in  January  Oeneral  Halleck  reached  the  con- 
clusion that  the  special  object  for  which  General  Polk 
labored  had  been  accomplished,  for  he  wrote  General 
MeClellan  on  January  20 : 

"  Columbus  cannot  be  t^en  without  an  immense 
siege-train  and  a  terrible  loss  of  life.  I  have  thoroughly 
studied  its  defenses ;  they  are  very  strong.  But  it  can 
be  turned,  paralyzed,  and  forced  to  surrender." ' 

In  accordance  with  the  idea  suggested  in  this  dispatch  a 
movement  upon  Ports  Henry  and  Donelson  was  decided 
upon.  It  was  to  cover  his  preparations  for  this  advance 
that  General  Halleck,  on  January  6,  directed  General 
Grant  to  make  a  demonstration  against  Columbus.  Gen- 
1  "  OfBoial  ReoortiB,  W«r  of  Bebellion,"  vol,  viii,  p.  609. 
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eral  Buell  at  the  same  time  was  requested  to  aid  by  a 
■  simultaneous  advance  toward  Bowling  Greeu.  On  Jan- 
uary 14  Grant  moved  from  Cairo  to  the  Kentucky  shore 
with  a  force  of  8000  men,  and  at  the  same  time  pushed  out 
from  Paducah  a  column  of  5000.  Advancing  the  main 
body  tfl  within  fifteen  miles  of  Columbus,  he  halted  anil 
sent  out  reconnoitering  parties.  Some  such  movement 
had  been  considered  a  possibility  as  part  of  the  spring 
campaign,  and  in  December  Johnston  bad  suggested  to 
Polk  that,  in  case  the  enemy  should  attempt  to  penetrate 
into  Tennessee  by  passing  between  Columbus  and  the 
Tennessee  River,  he  might  withdraw  from  his  post  force 
enough  to  oppose  their  march.  Subsequently,  however, 
to  meet  the  threatened  movement  upon  Bowling  Green, 
he  had  withdrawn  5000  men  from  Polk ;  these,  as  has 
been  said,  were  sent  about  two  weeks  before  Grant's 
movement.  This  left  Polk  but  12,800  men,  and  be  saw 
that  even  if  Grant  continued  his  march  toward  Tennes- 
see as  had  been  suggested,  the  necessity  of  keeping  a 
good  garriam  in  the  works  at  Columbus,  to  meet  any 
sudden  descent  of  the  lai^e  flotilla  then  at  Cairo,  would 
leave  him  too  small  a  force  to  do  more  than  operate  on 
the  enemy's  ilank  and  rear.  He  seut  ont  his  cavalry 
with  two  regiments  of  infantry  as  a  force  of  observa- 
tion, and  waited  for  further  developments  of  the  enemy's 
design. 

Pending  these  developments,  he  wrote  to  Johnston, 
January  17: 

In  view  oF  the  paramotmt  importance  of  holding  this  por- 
tion, which  is  the  key  to  the  whole  Missisdppi  Valley,  it  has 
appeared  to  me  that  my  first  duty  was  to  make  everything 
bend  to  the  accomphshment  of  that  object.  This  will  require 
me  to  take  no  risk  that  may  involve  its  loss. 

Id  view,  then,  of  the  smaUness  of  my  force,  I  see  nothing 
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left  me  but  to  streiigiben  my  podtion  and  await  his  comii^, 
making  only  such  diversions  as  may  be  attempted  with  safety, 
and  throwing  the  responsibility  of  taking  oare  of  such  force 
as  we  cannot  dispose  of  on  the  War  Department  and  the  peo- 
ple of  the  States  aronnd  ns  generally.  It  is  an  alternative  I 
sbonld  gladly  have  avoided,  but  the  inadequacy  of  the  force 
at  my  disposal  leaves  me  none  other.  The  soundness  of  the 
pcKotion  in  my  judgment  cannot  be  diBput«d,  ee^cially  as  I 
have  provi^ons  enough  in  store  within  my  lines  to  last  a  force 
of  25,000  men  120  days.  I  ham  resolved,  therrfore,  to  gtand  a 
siege,  and  look  to  the  general  govemment  far  such  aid  a»  the  War 
Department  and  the  country  may  affoa'd  me. 

The  enemy,  however,  soou  satisfied  with  the  demon- 
stration, withdrew  to  their  original  positions  in  order  to 
complete  the  preparations  for  the  advance  upon  the  real 
objective  points,  Ports  Henry  and  Donelson. 

General  Polk  now  made  a  second  attempt  to  resign 
from  the  army.  He  had  never  ceased  to  hope  for  the 
time  when  he  might  retire,  and,  learning  that  General 
Beauregard  had  been  ordered  to  Columbus,  be  wrote 
President  Davis,  presenting  his  resignation.  The  fol- 
lowing was  written  to  his  wife,  on  January  31 : 

It  is  very  oold  here, — the  weather  bad,  and  all  military 
operations  stopped.  You  see  Beauregard  has  been  ordered 
here ;  that  suits  me  very  well,  as  it  will  furnish  the  ground  of 
my  insisting  on  Davis's  allowing  me  now  to  retire,  which  I 
have  done  by  letter  by  Hamilton  and  sent  it  to  Richmond. 
But  Ihit  is  a  secret.  I  presume  he  cannot  now  decline.  1  am 
resolutely  prepared  to  do  my  duty,  whatever  may  be  the  result ; 
with  God's  blessing,  I  hope  I  shall  be  faithful  to  whatever 
issne  awaits  me. 

Mr,  Davis  declined  to  accept  the  resignation.  Fort 
Henry  had  fallen,  and  Fort  Donelson  was  closely  in- 
vested, and  now,  more  than  ever,  every  man  was  needed. 
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In  the  face  of  diBaster  General  Polk  could  not  withdraw ; 
the  reasons  which  impelled  liim  to  enter  the  army  at  the 
beginning  of  the  conflict  were  now  even  more  pressing. 
He  therefore  a^in  accepted  the  President's  refusal,  and 
moved  on  in  the  discharge  of  duties  he  had  hoped  to 
resign  into  the  hands  of  the  distinguished  officer  the 
governinent  had  sent  to  his  aid.  Here  is  a  letter  to 
Mrs.  Polk,  begun  on  February  15,  in  which  he  tells  some- 
thing of  his  plan  to  cooperate  in  the  defense  of  Fort 
Douelson : 

I  see  they  have  had  hard  fighting  at  Fort  Donelson  the  last 
four  days,  and  that  our  troops  have  held  their  own  thns  far 
very  deciaively.  Thb  is  cause  of  great  congratulation  cer- 
tainly, and  I  hope  Johnston  maybe  able  to  give  that  column 
all  the  aid  it  needs.  I  send  out  toward  Fadueah  to-morrow 
a  strong  column  under  the  direction  of  General  Cheatham, 
for  the  purpose  of  checking  reinforcements  to  the  enemy  at 
Donelsbn.  The  weather  is  wretched  for  snoh  a  march,  and  the 
roads  worse ;  but  it  is  necessary,  and  must  be  done.  I  shall 
also  make  a  demonstration  on  Bird's  Point. 

Sunday,  16th.  I  have  just  received  a  dispatch  from  Gen- 
eral Johnston  instmoting  me  to  withhold  the  movement  on 
Paducah.  General  Beauregard  is  expected  to-morrow ;  he  is 
unwell  at  Jackaon.  Hb  staff  is  here.  I  have  thns  far  ful- 
filled my  mission,  by  general  consent,  which  was  to  hold  the 
Mississippi  River  against  all  comers.  I  have  strongly  fortified 
luy  position  so  as  to  make  the  enemy  stand  at  a  respectful 
distance.  I  am  now  ready  to  turn  over  my  stewardship  to 
General  Beauregard,  and  hope  he  may  take  good  care  of  it  in 
the  future  as  I  have  in  the  past.  I  shall,  of  course,  give  him 
my  frank  and  most  generous  support. 

In  the  latter  part  of  January  General  Beauregard  had 
been  ordered  to  report  to  General  Johnston  for  assign- 
ment to  duty  at  Columbns.  He  arrived  at  Jatkson, 
Tenn.,  about  the  middle  of  February,  bat,  being  too  ill 
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to  proceed  to  ColumbQe,  he  requested  General  Polk  to 
visit  him  at  Jackson.  The  fall  of  Forts  Henry  and 
Donelson,  and  the  declared  purpose  of  the  Federals  to 
push  their  forces  up  the  Tennessee  River,  thus  turning 
Columbus  on  the  right,  made  the  further  occupation  of 
the  position  a  serious  question.  General  Beauregard 
had  sent  his  chief  of  staff,  Colonel  Jordan,  and  his  engi- 
neer officer,  Captain  Harris,  to  Columbus,  and  they  had 
made  such  reports  to  him  concerning  the  nature  of  the 
works  that  he  was  inclined  to  doubt  their  efficiency. 
This,  together  with  the  necessity  he  was  under  to  gather 
as  large  a  force  as  possible  with  which  to  meet  the  ene- 
my's movement  up  the  Tennessee,  seemed  to  convince 
him  that  Columbus  should  be  evacuated  and  the  defense 
of  the  river  made  at  Island  No.  10  and  Fort  Pillow. 
These  points  he  considered  not  only  more  defensible 
than  Columbus,  but  defensible  with  a  smaller  force, 
which  would  enable  him  to  take,  for  field  operations,  a 
part  of  the  command  then  holding  the  river,  to  use  in 
oonjimction  with  the  troops  he  was  gathering  along  the 
line  of  the  Memphis  &  Charleston  Railroad.  When,  in 
the  conference  at  Jackson,  General  Beauregard  unfolded 
these  views  to  General  Polk,  Polk  was  not  disposed  to 
yield  a  ready  assent  to  all  of  them.  He  recognized  the 
necessity  for  gathering  a  force  for  field  operations.'  It 
was  indeed  exactly  what  he  and  every  other  prominent 
officer  in  the  department  had  for  six  months  been  urging 
upon  the  authorities.  He,  however,  questioned  the  ad- 
visability, even  for  this  purpose,  of  giving  up  Colnmbus. 
The  works  had  been  accepted  and  approved  by  Colonel 
Gilmer,  the  chief  engineer  of  the  department,  an  officer 

1  For  absti 
ruBT7, 1862,  s 
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who  subsequently  became  the  head  of  the  Cotps  of 
Elngmeers  ia  the  Confederacy ;  and  they  also  met  with 
the  approval  of  General  Johnston.  General  Beauregard 
himself  was,  it  is  true,  an  able  engineer;  it  was  that 
very  fact  which  had  caused  the  government  to  order 
him  to  Columbus  to  take  charge  of  the  work  hitherto 
consigned  to  Polk  j  but  Beauregard  bad  neither  been 
to  Columbus,  nor  bad  he  seen  the  works.  He  was  a 
sick  man  relying  upon  the  judgment  of  others,  and 
Polk,  looking  to  Beauregard  himself,  was  reluctant  to 
accept  the  opinions  of  his  staff  officers  as  final  upon  so 
vital  a  qnestion,  and  he  held  this  opinion,  even  though 
ready  to  accord  proper  weight  to  the  judgment  and 
experience  of  the  officei-s  in  question.  In  spite  of  any 
strategical  fault  which  might  be  committed  in  an  at- 
tempt to  hold  it,  and  with  a  full  'recognition  of  the 
possibility  of  ultimate  capture,  Polk  urged  upon  Beaure- 
gard that,  just  at  that  time,  the  moral  effect  of  a  deter- 
mined stand  at  Columbus  would  be  of  great  service  to 
the  Confederate  arms.  Admitting  the  correctness  of 
some  of  the  criticisms  passed  upon  the  works,  there  was 
yet  time  to  correct  the  alleged  serious  defects.  In  fact, 
he  maintained  that  the  labor  and  time  needed  to  trans- 
fer the  guns  and  stores  and  put  the  former  into  position 
at  Island  No.  10  would  be  greater  than  that  needed  for 
the  proposed  alteration,*     As  to  the  force  that  would  be 

I  The  objection  radsed  was  chiefly  OK^nat  k  porUon  or  Uie  works  pro- 
vlded  for  defense  upon  the  land  side.  A  criticiatn  based  upon  the 
presence  of  wooden  warehanaes  inside  the  forts  wan  founded  upon  a 
miscoDceptloii  of  the  actual  condition  present. 

There  were  ample  earth-ooTered  magadnes  within  the  tort  for  the  stor- 
ing of  all  snpplie!)  needed  for  a  siege.  The  buildings  in  qnestion  had  been 
erected  for  lemporary  use  eariy  in  the  oocnpation,  and  had  been  con- 
Unued  merely  because  they  aiforded  a  convenient  depot  for  all  the  troops 
on  the  heights.  There  was  no  intondon  M  Iceep  them  as  permanent 
depots,  and  in  twenty-four  hours  all  could  have  Ijeen  demoUshed. 
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needed,  General  Polk  was  willing  to  undertake  to  hold 
Columbus  with  six  or  seven  thousand  men,  or  with  even 
a  smaller  number,  if  General  Beauregard  would  eonseut, 
— counting,  of  course,  upon  the  ability  of  that  officer  to 
give  some  occupation  to  the  enemy,  then  on  the  Tennes- 
see Biver  in  his  rear. 

Writing  to  a  member  of  bis  family  from  Jackson,  on 
February  16,  he  said :  "As  I  was  the  first  of  our  general 
officers  to  enter  Kentucky,  it  seems  as  if  I  am  to  be  the 
last  to  leave  it.  I  went  there  to  stay,  and  I  feel  it  my 
duty  to  do  what  I  went  for." 

It  is  more  than  probable  that  General  Polk's  attitude 
upon  this  question  caused  General  Beauregard  to  pre- 
sent to  the  government  the  alternative  of  attempting  to 
hold  Columbus  with  a  reduced  garrison.  Be  that  as  it 
may,  on  February  18  he  sent  (Jeneral  Cooper  the  follow- 
iug  dispatch : 

(Confidential.) 

Jackson,  Tenn.,  February  18, 1862. 

Columbus  with  present  defensive  resources  must  meet  the 
fate  of  Fort  Doneleon  with  the  loss  of  the  entire  army,  as  all 
ways  of  retreat  by  rail  or  river  ean  be  cut  off  by  the  enemy's 
superior  force  ^m  Tennessee  Biver — a  hazard  contrary  to 
the  art  of  war.  Therefore  should  now  decide  wbether  to  hold 
Columbus  to  the  laat  extremity,  with  its  garrison  [say  thirty- 
five  buodrod  (3500)  men],  witlidrawing  other  forces  for  subse- 
quent nse ;  or  the  evaonation  of  the  place,  and  new  defensive 
position  taken.  My  health  is  too  feeble  to  authorize  me  to 
assume  command,  but  1  shall  advise  with  General  Polk. 

[Signed]  Q.  T.  Beaukeoard. 

General  Samuel  Cooper,  Aojutant-General, 
BiCHMOND,  Va. 

It  is  idle  to  speculate  now  upon  the  advant^es  or  dis- 
advantages resulting  from  the  abandonment  of  Colum- 
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bus,  and  the  subject  would  not  be  touched  -opon  here 
were  it  not  that  General  Beauregard,  without  ever  mak- 
ing a  personal  inspection  of  the  position,  committed 
his  judgment  to  others,  and  upon  their  report  assumed 
it  to  be  indefensible  and  condemned  it  in  favor  of  Island 
No.  10.  It  is  sometimes  a  wise  thing  to  take  into  eon- 
^deration  our  enemy's  estimate  of  our  positions.  This 
was  the  main  key  to  General  Grant's  success,  for  he 
never  lent  ear  to  his  own  fears  without  intuitively  bal- 
ancing them  with  what  he  felt  must  be  those  of  his 
opponent  Columbus,  in  the  exaggerated  language  then 
prevalent  in  that  section,  had  been  dubbed  by  the  en- 
emy the  "Gibraltar  of  the  West."  General  Kalleck, 
whose  words  have  already  been  quoted,  wrote  on  the 
20th  of  January :  "  Columbus  cannot  be  taken  without 
an  immense  siege-train  and  a  terrible  loss  of  life.  I 
have  thoroughly  studied  its  defenses ;  they  are  very 
strong."  In  confirmation  of  this  opinion  General  Cul- 
lom,  his  chief  of  staff  and  an  accomplished  engineer, 
wi-ote  after  the  evacuation  had  been  mstde : 

"Though  rising  from  a  sick-bed  to  go  upon  the  expe- 
dition, I  conid  not  resist  landing  to  examine  the  works, 
which  are  of  immense  strength,  consisting  of  tier  upon 
tier  of  batteries  on  the  river  front,  and  a  strong  parapet 
and  ditch  covered  by  a  thick  abattis  on  the  land  side." ' 

Admiral  Foot«,  who  was  conducting  tiie  naval  expedi- 
tion, wrote  on  the  same  date : 

"  The  works  are  of  very  great  strength,  consisting  of 
formidable  tiers  of  batteries  on  the  water  side,  and  on 
the  land  side  surrounded  by  a  dit«h  and  abattis."  ^ 

Such,  in  fact,  was  the  enemy's  estimate  of  the  strength 
of  Columbus  that  they  had  no  intention  of  attempting 
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then  to  redace  it  by  a  direct  attack.  Having  turned  it 
on  the  right  by  way  of  the  Tennessee,  they  were  at  the 
time  of  the  evacuation  moving  to  turn  it  on  the  left  by 
way  of  New  Madtid.  They  quickly  captured  this  point, 
and  in  so  doing  placed  Island  No.  10,  the  point  occupied 
in  place  of  Columbus,  in  precisely  the  same  position  in 
which  they  intended  to  place  the  latter  position.  But 
there  was  a  difference :  Columbus  was  prepared  for  just 
such  an  emei^ncy,  the  enemy  were  afraid  of  it,  and  its 
garrison  had  confidence  in  it;  whereas  the  new  line  had 
to  be  hastily  occupied  and  armed,  all  in  the  face  of  an 
advancing  and  thoroughly  prepared  enemy.  Herein 
lies  the  chief  cause  of  the  poor  showing  which  the  Con- 
federate forces  made  in  the  operations  at  Island  No.  10 
and  New  Madrid,  as  well  as  for  the  complaints  of  un- 
readiness on  that  line  which  General  Beauregard's  biog- 
rapher felt  called  upon  to  make. 

The  7000  men  drawn  from  Columbus  held  Island  No.  10 
about  one  month.  The  same  force  could  have  done 
as  well  —  and  better  —  at  Columbus.  Those  who  were 
then  on  the  Mississippi,  and  who  took  part  in  the  de- 
fense, could  plainly  see  that  the  effect  of  the  evacuation 
upon  the  Confederate  troops  was  disheartening,  and  to 
this  extent  demoralizing.  There  appeared  to  be  a  feel- 
ing among  the  men  that  if  they  could  not  make  a  suc- 
cessful stand  in  a  position  upon  which  they  had  si>ent 
so  much  time  and  labor,  and  upon  which  they  had  come 
to  rely  even  to  the  extent  of  a  willingness  to  withstand 
a  siege  in  it,  there  was  small  chance  of  their  being  able 
to  acquit  themselves  creditably  in  this  hastily  assumed 
position.  As  nothing  could  have  happened  at  Col^^n- 
bus  which  could  have  been  worse  than  the  fate  which 
soon  overtook  them  at  Island  No.  10,  many  of  these 
men  always  regretted  tbat  the  issue  had  not  been  tried 
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ae  General  Pulk  bad  intended  to  make  it.  Retreat  and 
disaster  seemed  the  order  of  the  day  everywhere ;  but 
this  would  have  been  oue  bold  stand  in  the  midst  of  the 
ruins  of  Johnston's  line — an  example  of  much  impor- 
tance just  then,  when  every  effort  was  needed  to  inspire 
the  people  and  collect  a  force  with  which  to  meet  the  vic- 
torious Federal  anniea.  Good  or  bad,  Columbus  should 
have  been  held. 

General  Polk  assented  to  Beauregard's  plan,  but  not 
until  he  had  returned  to  Columbus,  and  then — from  all 
that  can  be  gathered — more  tlirough  the  desire  to  render 
his  commander  an  effective  and  hearty  support  than  from 
a  conviction  of  the  correctness  of  all  that  commander's 
views.  Beauregard's  statement  that  Polk  consented  to 
the  evacuation  because  he  was  convinced  by  Beauregard 
and  his  ofBccrs  of  the  weakness  of  the  works,  is  an 
error,  and  is  disproved  by  what  Polk  wrote  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Confederacy  on  the  lltb  of  March.  In 
speaking  of  the  evacuation  Polk  said :  "  I  bad  been  there 
[Columbus]  just  six  months,  had  a  smaU  force  always 
under  my  command,  had  made  the  post  well-nigh  im- 
pregnable, a  solid  barrier,  shutting  out  the  enemy  from 
the  Mississippi  Valley  by  the  river." 

The  necessity  compelling  its  abandonment  was  a  try- 
ing one,  but  Polk  uttered  no  criticism ;  on  the  contrary, 
he  went  on  to  describe  what  was  being  done  to  offset 
the  loss  of  Columbus  in  words  that  showed  a  frank  sup- 
port of  all  that  his  superior  ordered.  On  the  20th  of 
February  he  received  orders  to  evacuate  the  position. 
The  manner  of  its  accomplishment  ie  given  in  the  fol- 
lowing letter  and  in  his  official  report.  Writing  to  Mrs. 
Polk  on  the  2d  of  March,  he  says : 

This  is  my  last  day  and  hour  in  ColumboB ;  the  evaeuatioii 
has  been  complete,  and  all  are  gone  except  myself  and  staff. 
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Never  was  anything  done  with  greater  celerity,  or  so  com- 
pletely ^  for  we  left  virtually  nothing  to  our  enemy  but  the 
works.    Those  I  sadly  regret. 

Columbus  has  filled  the  measure  of  it«  missioii.  It  com- 
manded and  prot«oted  the  valley  of  the  MiBsisBippi;  we 
would  have  eontiuued  there  with  our  Buall  garrison  had  the 
center  and  right  wing  been  able  to  stand. 

It  was  a  military  necessity  which  brought  me  here;  it  is 
a  military  necessity  which  takes  me  away.  I  leave  tmder  the 
exactions  of  necessity  and  the  orders  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

And  his  official  report  says ; 

In  five  days  we  moved  the  accumulations  of  sis  months, 
taking  with  us  all  our  commissary  and  quartermaster  steres, 
an  amount  sufficient  to  supply  my  whole  oommand  for  eight 
months,  all  our  powder  and  other  ammunition  and  ordnance 
stores  (excepting  a  few  shot  and  gun-carriages),  and  every 
heavy  gun  in  the  forts.  Two  32-pounder8  in  a  remote  earth 
work  were  the  only  available  guns  left,  and  these,  with 
three  or  four  small  and  indifferent  oarronades  similarly 
situated,  were  spiked  and  rendered  useless. 

The  whole  number  of  pieces  of  artillery  comprising  our 
armament  was  one  hundred  and  forty.* 

With  the  evacuutioD  of  Columbus,'  General  Polk's 
coDoeetion  with  the  river  defenses  virtually  ceased,  but, 
owing  to  General  Beauregard's  continued  Illness,  reports 

J"  Official  Records,  War  of  Bebellioo,"  vol  vil,  p.  437. 

)  The  BTKCuation  of  Colambns  vsb,  in  fact,  the  most  suceeesfuUy  con- 
duetdd  BTKnatton  of  bo  extenHivelf  fortified  a  position  made  during  tbe 
Civil  War.  It  Is  tme  tbe  enemy  vas  not  in  front  o(  tbe  works,  but  tbeir 
tcnnboats  were  so  placed  as  easily  to  commaDd  them.  This,  together  with 
tbe  proxlmlt]r  of  QenenI  Pope's  force,  then  moving  to  the  attack  on  New 
Madrid,  made  rapid  action  a  necessity. .  The  work  was  not  only  rapid, 
but  thorough.  This  ta  shown,  not  only  by  the  official  report,  but  by  the 
fact  that  the  critics  In  our  own  lines  — who,  just  then,  were  very  active 
— oonld  pick  no  flaw.  The  ordnance  stores,  torpedoes,  and  anchors  re- 
ported bytheenemy  as  fonnd  In  the  works  were  insigniflcant  in  quantity, 
and  an  save  the  few  aoehors  were  too  badly  damaged  to  warrant  removKl 
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were  made  to  him  from  time  to  time  as  to  the  condition 
of  affairs  on  the  river.  These  were  transmitted  to  de- 
partment headquarters,  and  such  suggestions  as  were  re- 
ceived were  transmitted  to  General  McCown  at  Madrid 
Bend.  Glenei-al  Polk's  plan,  as  we  have  eeen,  had  been 
to  make  three  lines  of  defense :  Columbus,  Island  No.  10, 
and  Fort  Pillow.  Columbus  was  given  up ;  the  other  two 
remained.  Both  were  strong  positions.  For  contend- 
iug  with  gimboats  the  hills  at  Port  Pillow  rendered  the 
fire  of  the  guns  more  effective,  while  the  isolation  of 
Island  No.  10  was  thought  to  render  it  easier  of  defense 
with  a  small  forc^.  Each  had  its  special  advant^es. 
Captain  Grey,  of  the  Engineer  Corps,  had  charge  of  the 
construction  of  works  at  the  Island.  Captain  Mont^ 
gomery  Lynch  was  the  ranking  engineer  at  Port  Pillow. 
Both  of  these  officers  were  most  faithful  in  the  discharge 
of  their  duties,  and  did  everything  that  the  resources 
at  their  disposal  permitted.  All  of  the  guns  being 
needed  at  Columbus,  or  on  the  Tennessee  and  Cumber- 
land rivers,  but  few  were  in  position,  either  upon  the 
Island  or  at  Port  Pillow,  until  after  the  evacuation 
of  Columbus.  But  as  early  as  November  30  Captain 
Lynch  reported  the  work  under  his  chai^  as  about 
completed,  and  said  that  he  considered  it,  with  its  com- 
plement of  guns,  a  very  strong  position. 

The  defense  of  the  river  was  entrusted  to  General 
McCown,  aided  by  General  A.  P.  Stewart  and  General 
Marshall  Walker.  All  these  officers  had  been  educated 
at  West  Point,  and  all,  excepting  Stewart,  had  recently 
been  officers  in  the  army  of  the  United  States.  McCown 
had  served  in  the  artillery,  and,  being  the  only  general 
officer  of  the  division  having  any  such  special  training, 
he  was  chosen  to  conduct  the  defenses  at  Island  No.  10 
and  New  Madrid.     On  February  27  he  occupied  those 
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places  with  his  command.  The  works  at  New  Madrid — a 
well-coastructed  fort  and  some  field-works — being  suffi- 
cient for  the  force  detailed  to  hold  that  post,  McCown 
devoted  himself  principally  to  the  works  at  Island  No.  10, 
so  that  by  March  10,  the  day  the  enemy  began  the  bom- 
bardment, he  had  fifty-two  heavy  guns  in  position,  with  a 
force  at  his  disposal  numbering  about  8000  men.  The 
story  of  the  defense  and  capture  of  these  posts  is  beyond 
the  scope  of  this  work,  however,  as  General  Polk  no 
longer  had  any  connection  with  them. 

During  the  winter  of  18G0-61  General  Polk's  family 
had  been  living  in  Nashville.  But  the  retreat  of  the 
Confederate  forces  from  Bowling  Green  induced  them 
to  anticipate  the  evacuation  of  Nashville  by  removing 
to  New  Orleans,  their  old  home.  His  letters  t«  Mrs. 
Polk  allude  to  that  subject,  and  at  the  same  time  enable 
us  to  follow  his  own  movements.  On  the  10th  of  March 
he  writes: 

Now  that  you  have  decided  on  something  definite  for  your- 
self and  the  family,  my  mind  is  easy,  and  is  the  more  so 
because  1  think  that  New  Orleans,  as  I  have  said,  is  the  very 
best  place  in  the  whole  land  for  you.  There  is  but  one  thing 
I  wish  you  to  do,  and  that  is  to  be  most  rigidly  economical. 
You  know  the  means  of  living  that  you  have,  and  must,  all 
of  you,  live  accordingly.  You  can  set  a  good  example  in  that 
respect  to  our  people,  and  so  be  doing  a  high  religions  duty. 
If  I  can  in  any  way  help  you  by  sending  you  anything,  let 

Beauregard  has  at  last  assumed  command,  and,  as  you 
may  suppose,  it  has  lightened  my  burden.  I  enclose  a  copy 
of  his  address.  He  has  divided  bis  army,  which  he  calls  the 
Army  of  the  Mississippi,  into  two  grand  divisions— the  first 
under  my  command,  the  second  under  command  of  General 
Bragg.  We  have  been  together  in  Jackson  for  a  number  of 
days,  arranging  a  program  for  our  approaching  campaign. 
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Braf^B  army  is  coming  up  from  Pensacols,  and  we  are 
hoping  to  have  Jolmaton'a  from  Middle  Tennessee  to  join  us. 
If  you  look  on  the  map,  you  will  see  the  shortest  line  from 
the  Tennessee  Biver  to  Memphis  is  from'about  Savannah. 
It  is  at  that  point  the  enemy  is  landing  his  army,  which  he 
took  np  some  days  ago  in  dxty  transports.  I  think  there  will 
be  an  effort  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  to  pass  from  Savannah 
to  Memphis^whlch  will,  of  course,  be  opposed,  and  must 
bring  on  a  collision  in  less  than  ten  days.  The  point  at  which 
we  are  concentrating  is  near  Bethel,  on  the  Mobile  &  Ohio 
Railroad.  We  are  all  in  good  spirits,  and  feel  confident  of 
the  final  issue.  The  enemy  has  just  now  begun  to  enter 
upon  the  really  serious  difB-culties  attendant  upon  an  effort 
at  conquest.  He  is  leaving  Ills  own  country  and  entering 
upon  ours. 

Meek  b  at  New  Madrid.  He  is  engaged  in  holding  the 
river  against  the  descending  Yankee  army.  It  is  the  present 
point  of  interest  in  the  West.  They  were  fighting  there  all 
day  yesterday,  though  with  small  loss  on  our  side  as  yet. 
My  medical  director.  Dr.  Bell,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  had  both 
legs  shot  off  below  the  knee.    Write  us  at  Jackson. 

On  the  14tli  of  March  lie  writes  from  Humboldt ; 

Here  I  am,  a  second  time  about  the  last  man  left  in  my 
present  encampment.  My  command  has  all  gone  before  me 
to  Bethel  and  Corinth,  and  I  am  attending  to  the  closing  of 
the  few  things  left.  I  have  been  here  since  the  evacuation 
of  Colnmbus.  We  have  assorted  and  sent  forward  to  the 
homes  of  the  soldiers  and  officers  all  extra  baggage;  have 
cut  down  everything  to  the  standard  of  "  future  wants,"  and 
are  now  ready  to  take  the  field  for  the  spring  campaign. 

The  enemy  has  gone  np  in  targe  force  to  Pittsburg  and 
Eastport,  and  we  are  concentrating  to  meet  him  in  front  of 
one  or  the  other  as  he  shall  choose.  My  conmiand.  General 
Bragg's,  and  General  Johnston's  will  oonoentrato  for  that 
purpose,  and  I  think  we  are  likely  to  be  allowed  to  get  ready 
for  him  before  he  makes  his  appearance.     There  is  a  feeling 
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of  confident  ezpectfitioii  that  he  cannot  suooeed  in  that  eol- 
lidon,  but  most  (ail  signally.  It  is  onr  business,  under  QoA, 
to  see  that  he  does  so. 

Meok  has  been  under  very  heavy  fire  at  New  Kadrid, 
and  has  escaped ;  but  he  escaped,  I  hear,  narrowly.  I  have 
not  heard  many  particulars,  but  have  no  doubt  the  boy  did 
his  duty.  He  is  a  fine  fellow.  He  has  gone  with  his  com- 
mand down  to  Fort  Pillow,  the  army  which  was  at  Madrid 
having  retu?ed  thither.  You  will  be  pleased  to  hear  we  are 
holding  our  own  at  Island  No.  10  and  Madrid  Bend.  That 
place  has  been  strongly  fortified.  They  have  been  shelling 
it  for  the  last  three  days,  bat  have  made  no  impressiou  what- 
ever upon  it.  I  do  not  believe  they  can  carry  it  with  the 
gunboats  alone,  and  for  the  present  they  can  use  nothing 
else.  For  myself  I  do  not  feel  downhearted  in  the  least. 
I  think  there  will  be  a  way  found  by  which  we  can  carry 
OUT  point. 
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CHAPTER  rV. 

THE  BATTLES  OP  SfflLOH  AND  CORINTH. 

March  to  Jitnb,  1862. 

Genend  Beauregard  ofBcially  aggaineB  command  of  Pint  Diviaion  of 
the  WeBtem  Depu-tment,  M&rch  S,  1862.— Troops  now  sent  from  tbe 
South. —  HunaurlDgs  of  the  soldierB  at  the  delay. — Ckinfederatea  cod- 
centrate  at  Corinth.— QeoeFal  Bragg'a  double  offlee. — Faulty  asaign- 
ment  of  the  troops. —  Forces  at  Sbiloh. —  Delays. —  Positjons  of  the 
opposing  forces. — Tardiness  of  Generai  Bragg's  corps. — Cbeatbam'a 
rapid  advance.  —  Faulty  arrangement  of  troops  in  the  line  of  battle. 

—  Confederate  council  of  war  before  Sbiloh.— General  Beauregard 
wiflhea  to  retire  tbe  array. —  General  Johnaton  and  General  Polk 
oppose  it. — General  Johnston's  estimate  of  General  Polk,— General 
Polk's  oSlctal  report  of  the  battle.—  Death  of  Albert  Sidney  Johnston. 

—  General  Beanregard'a  order  to  retire, — The  charge  of  Cheatham's 
diviaion,— General  Bragg'a  estimate  of  General  Beauregard.— Letter 
to  Mra.  Polk  describing  ShiJoh.— Corinth.- The  Confederate  army 
at  Tupelo. 

On  the  5th  of  March,  1862,  General  Be.auregard  form- 
ally assumed  command  of  the  First  Division  of  the 
Western  Department.  He  placed  General  Polk  in  com- 
mand of  the  forces  that  had  been  withdrawn  from  the 
river  defenses,  ordering  him  to  take  a  position  tempo- 
ranly  at  Humboldt.  Meanwhile,  the  reinforcements  that 
Generals  Johnston  and  Polk  had  vainly  begged  for 
all  winter  began  to  arrive,  the  men  being  withdrawn 
from  the  southern  coast  defenses,  where,  for  months, 
there  had  been  no  real  need  for  their  presence.  By  the 
middle  of  March  23,000  of  these  troops  had  arrived. 
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drawn  chiefly  from  Pensacola,  Mobile,  and  New  Orleans, 
Their  coming  at  this  late  date  gave  food  for  bitter  com- 
ments as  to  the  indifference  or  incompetency  of  some  of 
the  directing  powers, 

"Why,"  said  the  troops  already  on  the  line,  "could 
not  this  help  have  come  in  January  t  Have  we  not  been 
begging  for  it,  pleading  for  it  —  have  not  the  very  disas- 
ters that  have  befallen  us  been  foretold  ss  certain  to 
come  in  the  absence  of  the  very  troops  now  at  bandT 
Has  anything  of  real  importance  occurred  where  these 
soldiers  have  been  posted,  to  keep  them  so  long  from 
uat"' 

These  and  other  questions  were  forced  upon  the  men, 
who,  in  addition  to  their  misfortunes,  now  found  them- 
selves the  targets  for  the  ready  abuse  that  was  rained 
upon  them  from  all  sides.  The  position  of  the  general 
officers  was  doubly  trying,  because  they  could  offer  no 
explanation  that  would  not  reflect  upon  the  authorities. 
Their  only  course  was  silence,  and  this  they  carefully 
maintained. 

General  Bragg  was  placed  in  command  of  the  newly 
arrived  troops  and  was  ordered  to  concentrate  them 
about  Corinth.  The  occupation  of  this  place  was  an 
evident  and  absolute  necessity,  as  it  was  the  most  un- 
portant  railroad  eeuter  in  the  department,  and  from  its 
proximity  to  the  Tennessee  River  was  exposed  to  easy 
capture. 

By  the  25th  of  March  Gteneral  Johnston  succeeded  in 
placing  at  this  point  the  forces  he  had  brought  out  of 
Kentucky,  leaving  a  division  under  Breckinridge  near 

1  There  ii  abnnd»nt  reason  to  believe  that  the  fault  lay  at  the  door 
of  the  State  governments  rather  than  at  that  of  the  general  govern- 
ment,  each  State  damaring  for  troopa  to  protect  what  it  regarded  a« 
lis  particolarly  exposed  point. 
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BnmsviUe,  to  the  east  of  Corinth,  to  watch  the  enemy's 
left  flank.  In  the  meantime  the  Federal  army  had  taken 
up  a  positiou  at  Pittsburg  Landing  and  the  town  of  Sa- 
vannah on  the  Tennessee  Eiver.  The  obvious  intention 
of  the  enemy  to  concentrate  in  front  of  Corinth  induced 
Beauregard  to  order  Polk  to  unite  with  the  main  army  at 
that  point.  He  was  instructed,  however,  to  leave  one  of 
his  divisions,  under  General  Cheatham,  at  Bethel  Sta- 
tion on  the  Mobile  &  Ohio  Railroad,  some  twenty-four 
miles  north  of  Corinth.  This  was  rendered  necessary 
by  some  attempts  that  had  been  made  by  a  division  of 
the  Federal  array  to  destroy  the  railroad  at  that  point. 
At  the  same  time  General  Cheatham's  command,  while 
so  posted,  was  in  the  best  position  from  which  to  watch 
the  enemy's  right  Sank.  These  instructions  were  exe- 
cuted at  about  the  same  time  that  General  Johnston 
reached  Corinth.  All  the  Confederate  forces  of  the  de- 
partment except  those  upon  the  Mississippi  River  were 
thus,  in  the  last  week  of  March,  assembled  at  and  about 
Corinth.  The  accumulations  of  commissary,  quarter- 
master's, and  ordnance  stores  and  field  transportation, 
made  during  the  winter  by  Polk's  foresight  and  activ- 
ity, were  now  distributed  to  the  entire  army  wherever 
needed,  and  thus  proved  most  timely  and  acceptable, 
for  many  of  the  newly  arrived  commands  were  sorely 
in  want. 

The  army  was  now  thrown  into  four  corps,  and  styled 
"The  Army  of  Mississippi."  General  Johnston  was 
announced  as  commander-in-chief,  and  General  Beaure- 
gard as  second  in  command,  the  latter  being  chsirged 
especially  with  all  matters  of  organization  and  disciphne, 
together  with  the  preparation  of  the  details  of  the  in- 
tended movement  against  the  enemy.  General  Bragg 
was  made  chief  of  the  staff  of  the  army.     The  combina- 
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tiou,  in  their  respective  positions,  of  these  three  men, 
gave  to  this  army  perhaps  the  strongest  leadership  that 
could  have  been  found  for  it  within  the  limits  of  the 
Confederacy.  But  the  strength  of  the  combination  lay 
in  maintaining  the  relative  puiiitions  of  its  component 
parts.  Had  that  been  possible,  a  brilliant  career  would 
have  been  assured  the  Array  of  Mississippi.  But  it  was 
not  possible.  The  head  was  sooii  cut  off,  and  first  one 
and  then  the  other  member  essayed  to  take  his  place. 
Each  in  turn  failed,  while  that  splendid  army  gave  its 
best  and  most  loyal  efforts  to  sustain  them.  There  is 
not  a  sadder  story  of  this  war  than  the  history  of  this 
army,  struggling  heroically,  not  only  to  overcome  its 
enemies,  but  to  bear  up  under  the  misfortunes  of  its 
leadership,  which,  beginning  amidst  the  terrible  sacrifice 
at  Shiloh,  for  nearly  two  years  hung  over  it,  ruled  it, 
and  finally  crushed  it  at  Missionary  Ridge. 

The  four  corps  were  assigned  respectively  to  Polk, 
Bragg,  Hardee,  and  Breckinridge  —  General  Bragg,  in 
addition  to  his  duties  as  chief  of  the  staff,  undertaking 
those  of  a  corps  commander.  The  preponderating  influ- 
ence of  this  distinguished  officer  at  this  time  was  most 
natural,  as  it  was  in  keeping  with  the  reputation  for 
gallantry  and  efficiency  which  he  had  so  honorably  made 
for  himself,  during  the  war  with  Mexico,  and  recently 
in  the  administration  of  affairs  at  Pensacola,  He  had 
the  confidence  of  the  people  second  only  to  General 
Beauregard.  The  appearance  of  his  command  bore  evi- 
dence to  the  masterful  manner  in  which  be  had  organized 
and  drilled  it,  so  when  it  was  learned  that  he  not  only 
assumed  the  double  duty  of  chief  of  staff  and  corps 
commander,  but  was  to  include  in  his  corps  more  than 
a  third  of  the  army, —  double  the  force  assigned  to 
Hardee,  and  more  than  double  that  given  to  Breckin- 
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ridge, — every  one  prepared  to  accept  it,  though  they 
might  doubt  its  wisdom.  As  a  fact,  it  was  a  clum^  ax- 
rangement,  and  soon  proved  a  serioue  embarraBsment.' 

On  the  night  of  April  2  Oeneral  Polk  received  a 
dispatch  from  General  Cheatham,  reporting  that  Lew 
Wallace's  division  of  the  Federal  army  had  appeared 
in  his  front  at  Bethel  Station.  This  commnnioation  he 
at  once  sent  to  General  Beauregard.  That  officer,  be- 
lieving from  its  contents  that  the  enemy  had  divided 
his  forces  to  carry  out  the  expected  incursion  against 
Bethel,  forwarded  the  dispatch  to  General  Johnston 
with  the  endorsement: 

"  Now  18  the  moment  to  advance  and  strike  the  enemy 
at  Pittsburg  Landing." 

Johnston,  for  several  days,  had  been  impatient  to  ad- 
vance, and  had  only  been  withheld  by  the  necessity  of 
organizing  the  troops  he  had  gathered  about  him.  That 
night,  therefore,  it  was  determined  to  move  at  once,  and, 
if  possible,  attack  the  enemy  on  the  morning  of  the  5th. 
Orders  were  accordingly  issued  to  the  corps  commanders 
"to  hold  their  troops  in  hand,  ready  to  advance  upon 
the  enemy  in  the  morning  by  six  o'clock"  {the  3d).^    As 

1  There  ton  two  BBtMrnents  of  the  forces  engaged  at  Shiloh.  One 
made  b;  Oeneral  Beanregard  on  April  23,  1862,  states  that  — 

PoU's  effectiTe  total  was  (4  brigades) 9,136 

Bngg'B    "  '■       "    (6brignles) 13,S89 

Hardee'a "  "       "    (3  brigades)  6,789 

Breckinridge's    "       "    {3  brigades)    6,439 

(See  "  Offlci&l  Recordg,  War  of  BebelUon,"  vol.  x,  pi  i.  p.  398.) 

On  Jove  30, 1862,  General  Bragg  rendered  an  elaborate  report  of  the 
forces  engaged  at  Sbi]oh,  thua : 

Polk's  effective  total  (4  brigades) 8,423 

BtbkE's    "  "     (6brigBde8) 16,529 

Hardee's  "  "      (3  brigaden) 4,86S 

Breckinridge's     '■      (3  brigades) 6,894 

(JK<j.,  p.  398.) 

a  "  Official  Records,  War  of  Rebellion, "  vol.  x,  pt.  1,  p.  39S, 
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has  already  been  stated,  Cheatliaiii's  division,  containing 
one  half  the  effective  force  of  Polk's  corps,  was  near 
Bethel  Station,  twenty-four  miles  north  from  Corinth, 
watching  the  enemy.  Thus  Polk  had  but  one  division, 
consisting  of  two  brigades,  some  4500  men  all  told,  to 
prepare  for  the  march.  This  was  quickly  done,  and  at 
the  appointed  hour  he  reported  to  General  Beauregard 
through  his  aide,  Lieutenant  Kichmond,  that  his  com- 
mand was  ready  to  march.  But  the  larger  commands 
were  not  in  readiness;  the  preparations  of  Brag^s com- 
mand, the  largest  of  all,  were,  proportionately,  least  ad- 
vanced. In  consequeufie  of  this  Polk  received  orders  to 
remain  as  he  was  until  further  instructed.  During  the 
forenoon  he  was  ordered  to  report  at  General  Beaure- 
gard's headquarters,  There  he  met  Bragg  and  Hardee ; 
and  General  Beauregard  communicated  to  them,  orally, 
the  details  of  the  projected  movement.  Bra^  was  to 
press  the  concentration  of  his  troops  at  Monterey,  while 
Polk  and  Hardee  were  to  continue  in  readiness  for  the 
movement  as  originally  ordered  for  6  a.m,  ;  these  two 
were  to  move  by  the  same  road,  with  Hardee  in  front, 
and  Polk  following  at  the  proper  interval.  It  was,  it 
seems,  intended  that  Hardee  should  begin  his  march  at 
twelve  o'clock,  noon,  but,  owing  to  Some  misunderstand- 
ing, he  did  not  receive  explicit  instructions  to  march 
until  about  3  p.m. 

Owing  to  these  delays,  Polk's  column,  although  ready 
since  six  o'clock  that  morning,  did  not  clear  itself  of  its 
encampment  ranch  before  dark.  It  camped,  however, 
nine  miles  from  Corinth  that  night ;  and  the  next  day 
moved  on  close  in  rear  of  Hsmiee's  corps.' 

I  BefeniDg  to  "  The  AUIitarj  Operstians  of  General  BeBoregard," 
by  ColODel  Romui,  we  flod  in  vol  1,  p,  275,  tiie  (allowing  Htatement 
ooneamiDg  these  events :    "  At  the  hour  prescrihed  in  the  pTeparatory 
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The  position  of  the  Federal  forces  at  this  time  was  the 
following :  Camped  on  the  west  bant  of  the  Tennessee, 
at  Pittshnrg  Landing,  was  an  army  nnder  the  command 
of  General  Grant  Another  army,  nnder  General  Bnell, 
was  moving  rapidly  through  Middle  Tennessee  to  unite 
with  it,  and  on  the  day  the  Confederate  army  moved 
out  of  Corinth  the  head  of  this  colomn  was  nearing 
Savann^,  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Tennessee,  eight 
miles  north  of  Pittsburg  Landing.  I^ttsburg  Landing 
itself  was  about  twenty-five  miles  northeast  of  Corinth, 
and  lay  between  two  streams,  Owl  and  Liek  creeks, 
whioh  flowed  into  the  Tennessee  Eiver,  the  one  about 
two  miles  above  the  Landing,  the  other  the  same  dis- 
tance below.    Two  and  a  half  miles  west  of  the  Landing 

le™,  irbieh  had  been  Bent  out  th&t  mam- 
B  aD  nnder  arms  in  Corinth, 
appareotl^  ready  for  the  march.  Hmnwhile,  owing  to  the  many  more 
nrgent  oceapatlona  of  the  adjntaiit.general's  office,  copies  of  the  pre- 
ceding general  onleni"  (Special  Orders  No.  8)  "had  Dot  been  prepared 
for  dlatrlbntton  tliat  day,  ax  the  corps  commandera  were  to  begin  the 
march  pnrsoant  to  the  verbal  order  and  InatruRtiooi  which  Qeneral 
Beauregard  in  the  presence  of  Qeneral  Johnston  had  given  them  indi- 
vidually aa  to  the  initial  movements  from  Corinth.  The  march,  never- 
theless, did  not  begin  at  the  time  directed,  chiefly  through  the  misap- 
prehemrion  of  the  commander  id  the  First  Corps,  who,  instead  of  moving 
forward  upon  the  full  verbal  instmetians  he  had  received,  held  his 
corpn  under  arms,  and  with  Its  trains  blacked  the  way  of  the  other 
troops."  The  writer  then  goes  ou  Co  say  that  aa  soon  as  this  nufortunato 
delaj  was  brought  to  General  Beanregard's  knowled^  he  dispatched  an 
order  to  the  First  Corps  to  clear  the  way  at  once,  which  was  doue. 

The  answer  to  this  statement  is  as  follows : 

1st.  The  honr  flied  in  the  preparatory  circular  (the  only  one  issued) 
was  6  A.H.,  not  ID  a.h.  ("Official  Records,  War  of  Rebellion,"  vol.  x. 
pt.il,  p.  383.} 

3d.  The  verbal  Instructions  were  not  considered  aufflclent,  because 
General  Bragg,  the  chief  of  slaff  of  the  army,  who  was  present  when 
they  were  given,  supplemented  them  by  a  written  order  to  Qeueral 
Hardee,  vki  vxxt  to  Itad  t)t»  odvanee.  This  order  specified  no  hour,  but 
s^d,  "  Move  aa  soon  as  practicable."     (nnU,  p.  387.} 

3d.  The  First  Corps  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  initiatioD  of  tbe  advance, 
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was  Shiloh  Chiirch,  ajvnad  which  most  of  Grant's  array 
■was  eiica,mped.  Five  milee  farther  west  was  Mickey's 
House,  which  marked  the  crossing  of  important  roads 
leading  to  Corinth.  The  hamlet  of  Monterey  was  situ- 
ated upon  one  of  these  roads  about  half  way  between 
Corinth  and  the  Landing. 

The  country  between  Corinth  and  the  river  was  gently 
undulating,  and,  in  the  main,  thickly  covered  with  forest 
trees  and  dense  undergrowth.  The  roads  were  the  com- 
mon country  highways,  diiReult  to  an  army  even  in  dry 
weather,  and  apt  to  become  almost  impassable  to  an 
army  after  such  prolonged  rains  as  now  began  to  fall. 

Of  the  two  roads  connecting  Corinth  and  the  Land- 
ing, one.  passed  from  the  town  of  Corinth  on  the  north, 
and,  making  a  gradu^  ciirve  to  the  east,  ran  past  Mick- 

as  tbat  duty  was  explicitly  aHslgned  to  the  Third  Corps,  General  Hardee. 
Therefore,  hnd  It  moved  forward  "  upon  the  full  verbal  iiiBtructiona," 
it  would  simply  have  disarranged  the  order  of  march  as  prescribed  in 
the  written  inatmetlans  (Special  Orders  No.  8).  Ita  commander  had  , 
verbal  instructiona  which  were  in  accord  with  the  written  instructiona, 
and  they  directed  him  to  follow,  not  initiate,  the  movement.  [Ibid., 
pt.  i,  p.  393.) 

4th.  The  First  Corps  did  not  block  the  way  of  Hie  other  troops, 
because  but  half  of  the  corps  (two  brigades)  was  at  Corinth,  and  that 
half  was  posted  two  miles  to  the  north  of  the  town,  in  fields  and  open 
woods;  and  neither  that  half  nor  \*s  trains  moved  inle  the  rood  until 
Hardee's  corps  had  passed  their  encampment. 

Bragg's  corps  was  to  be  assembled  at  Monterey,  twelve  miles  north- 
east from  Corinth,  and  such  of  his  troops  as  were  about  Corinth  moved 
out  by  a  road  which  left  the  town  on  the  east,  while  the  road  upon 
which  the  First  Corps  was  camped  and  marched  left  the  town  on  the 
north.  The  two  lines  of  march  being  distinctly  separate,  and  neither 
corps  being  in  the  town,  it  was  impossible  for  one  to  interfere  with  the 
other.  (SeeSpecialOrdersNo.  8,  "Military  Operations  of  General  Beaure- 
gard," vol.  i,  p.  272;  or,  "Official  Records,  War  of  Rebellion,"  vol.  i,  pt.  i, 
p.  393.)  Breckiuridge's  command  had  no  relation  to  the  movement  out 
of  Corinth,  other  than  to  conform  to  it  from  the  directjon  of  BumE*- 
Tille.  The  same  statement  applies  to  Cheatham's  command,  except 
that  its  movement  was  from  the  direction  of  Bethel  toward  Polk'e  line 
of  march,  meeting  him  many  miles  out  of  Corinth. 
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e/a  HouBe  to  reach  its  terminus  at  the  river.  This  was 
the  Bark  or  Ridge  road.  The  other  left  Corinth  on  the 
east,  ran  through  Monterey,  and  joined  the  Ridge  road 
about  a  mile  and  a  half  beyond  Mickey's.  From  this 
roa4  at  Monterey  two  roads  led  northward,  one  to  Savan- 
nah, the  other  to  Purdy ;  both  of  which  intersected  the 
Ridge  road,  the  first  at  Mickey's  House,  the  second  some 
two  or  three  miles  nearer  Corinth.  In  this  way  the  two 
main  roads  running  between  the  positions  of  the  hostile 
armies  were  freely  connected  throughout  their  entire 
length. 


The  order  directing  the  march  specified  that  Hardee's 
corps  should  move  by  the  Ridge  or  Bark  road  to  the 
outposts  of  the  enemy,  and  there  form  in  line  of  battle. 
Bragg's  corps,  aftor  being  assembled  at  Monterey,  was 
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to  pass  over  to  the  Ridge  road  —  one  diviaiou  by  way 
of  the  Savannah  road,  the  other  by  way  of  that  to 
Purdy.  Having  reached  the  Ridge  road,  the  corps  was 
to  follqw  Hardee's  movement  to  within  one  thousand 
yards  of  his  position,  and  there  form  its  line  of  battle. 
These  two  lines  were  to  be  so  placed  as  to  fill  the  ground 
between  Owl  and  Lick  creeks,  the  streams  being  relied 
upon  principally  to  cover  the  flanks  of  the  Confederate 
army.  Breckinridge  was  directed  to  concentrate  his 
command  at  Monterey  as  soon  as  Brag^s  command  was 
out  of  the  way,  and  then  to  march  toward  the  Landing 
by  the  most  available  ronte.  Polk  was  ordered  to  follow 
Hardee's  line  of  march  to  Mickey's  with  Clark's  division 
of  his  corps.  His  remaining  division,  Cheatham's,  was 
directed  to  hold  its  position  at  Bethel,  if  attacked ;  other- 
wise it  was  to  assemble  at  Purdy  and  join  its  compan- 
ion division  on  the  march.  As  the  movements  of  this 
portion  of  Polk's  command  were  contingent  upon  the 
attitude  of  the  enemy,  it  was  dearly  understood  that  he 
had  no  control  over  its  march  until  after  it  should  unite 
with  Clark's  division.  It  was  also  directed  that,  while 
he  was  to  march  immediately  in  rear  of  Hardee  for  a 
time,  he  was  to  allow  the  division  of  Bragg's  corps 
which  moved  from  Monterey  by  the  Purdy  road  to 
pass  to  his  front  when  it  reached  the  ronte  along  which 
he  was  marching — the  Ridge  road.  The  orders  with 
which  Polk  moved  out  of  Corinth  directed  that  he  should 
halt  at  Mickey's  and  mass  his  troops  as  a  reserve ;  bnt 
on  the  march  he  was  directed  to  remain  at  Mickey's  only 
long  enough  to  permit  Bragg's  corps  to  pass  to  his  front 
{the  whole  of  this  corps  having  been  thrown  upon  the 
Savannah  road,  wid  not  divided  between  the  Purdy 
and  Savannah  roads  as  intended) ;  that  then  he  should 
follow  ajid  form  his  line  in  rear  of  and  parallel  to  the 
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left  half  of  Bragg'fi  line.  Polk's  movements  were  thus 
sabordinated  to  those  of  Hardee  and  Bragg  throughout 
the  entire  march.'  Breckinridge,  after  leaving  Monte- 
rey, wae  ordered  to  move  up  and  form  behind  Bragg's 
right,  in  extension  of  the  position  to  be  taken  by  Folk. 

Hardee  pressed  forward,  closely  followed  by  Polk, 
until  the  crossing  of  the  road  from  Monterey  to  Purdy 
was  reached  J  there  he  halted  to  allow  Bragg's  second 
division  to  pass  to  his  &ont.  After  waiting  three  hours, 
he  received  the  following  dispatch  from  General  Bragg : 

Monterey,  10  a.m.,  4th. 
My  dear  General:  Cirotunstauoes  have  .  .  .^  my  second 
division  from  the  Purdy  road.  BoUt  my  divisions  will  move 
from  here,  then,  direct  to  Mickey's  on  the  Savannah  road. 
I  give  you  this  information  tbat  you  may  not  wait  for  my 
troops  at  the  crossing  of  the  Purdy  and  Ridge  roads.  Gen- 
eral Breckinridge  has  not  arrived  from  BumsviUe,  and,  I 
fear,  bad  roads  may  delay  him  much.  His  command,  forming 
the  reserve,  must  necessarily  control  our  movements  to  some 
extent.  Let  me  hear  from  you  by  the  courier,  at  Mickey's. 
Yours  moat  respectfully  and  truly, 

Bbaxtom  Brag  a. 
Major-Gbneral  Pole. 

General  Polk  therefore  continued  his  march  to  Mick- 
ey's, where  he  halted  in  column  west  of  the  roads'  cross- 
ing, well  out  of  Bragg's  way,  as  directed,*  The  head  of 
Bragg's  large  column,  moving  that  monung  from  Mon- 
terey, only  sis  miles  distant,  could  do  no  more  than  reach 
Mickey's  that  evening.*    During  the  night  he  made  every 

1  "  Official  Records,  War  of  Rebellion,"  vol,  i,  pt.  I,  pp.  392-3M. 

2  Ons  word  —  80  Injured  by  Are  as  to  be  lUegible. 

a  This  portion  placed  him  out  of  the  line  of  Brad's  march,  which 
entered  the  road  at  Mickey's  and  contiiiued  thence  to  the  east.  See 
BragK  to  Polk,  10  A.M..  4th. 

*  General  Braf^s  official  report  saya  that  Polk'B  corps  camped  in  rear 
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eodeavor  to  close  it  up,  and  in  part  succeeded,  so  that 
both  commands,  each  upon  the  road  on  which  it  had 
marched  during  the  day,  rested  before  the  morning  in 
■  the  vicinity  of  Mickey's.  General  Bragg's  entire  corps, 
however,  was  much  behind  the  point  it  had  been  expected 
to  reach ;  and  the  hope  that  both  it  and  Hardee's  corps 
would  be  in  line  of  battle  that  evening  was  not  fiUfilled. 
The  reason  for  the  extraordinarily  short  march  made  by 
thb  corps  is  given  in  part  in  the  following  note : 

Generah  JohnsUm  and  Beauregard:  I  reached  here  at  8.30, 
ahead  of  my  rear  division.  Bad  roads,  insuffloient  trans- 
portation badly  managed,  and  the  usual  delay  of  a  first  move 
of  new  troops,  have  caused  the  delay.  My  first  division  is 
at  Mickey's;  and  the  ignorance  of  the  guide  for  the  second, 
as  well  as  the  reports  1  receive  from  the  people  here,  induce 
me  to  order  my  second  division  t«  move  on  the  same  road 
as  the  first.  I  am  also  influenced  to  do  this  from  the  infor- 
mation I  have  of  General  Hardee's  advance.  I  will  send  a 
courier  to  notify  General  PoUc  of  my  change.  Nothing  heard 
yet  from  General  Breckinridge,  I  have  sent  a  messenger 
to  communicate  with  him  and  shall  await  a  reply,  as  it  is 
important  for  me  to  see  him,  under  your  instructions  of  this 
morning.  Thes^  delays  will  render  it  necessary  to  hold  General 
Hardee  in  check  until  tee  caw  be  ready  in  the  rear.  I  shaU  lake  the 
liberti/  of  sending  this  information  to  him  and  direct  him  to  hold 
up  untH  he  hears  of  my  force  being  in  position. 

Beaston  Bragg,  Major-General. 

MOKTEBET,  10  A.M.,  April  4,  1862. 

Had  Hardee  been  permitted  to  press  on,  undoubtedly 
he  would  have  performed  his  part  of  the  program  for 
that  day,  and  would  have  been  in  line  of  battle  by  dark. 

of  Ms  corps  th&t  night.  TMg  is  an  error,  as  is  shown  b;  the  Teports  nf 
his  Bnbonlinates,  and  as  is  knomi  to  the  writer,  who,  aiter  twelve  o'clock 
that  night,  found  the  heads  of  both  corps  M  Hlckej's,  and  Bragg's  rear 
division  Tnsrobing  on  the  road  between  Monterey  and  Mickey's.  See 
"OfBdal  Becords,  War  of  BebelUoa,"  vol.  i,  pt.  1,  p.  464. 
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But  Bra^  was  forc^ed  to  hold  him  back  because  of  the 
slowness  of  Ms  own  movements,  so  that  the  army,  in- 
stead of  being  in  position  for  an  attack  on  the  5th,  was 
not  likely  to  be  in  position  before  the  6th. 

The  orders  for  the  5th  were  that  the  entire  army 
should  move  at  3  A.M.  and  take  position  as  quickly  as 
possible.  Every  one  was  ready.  But  during  the  night 
torrents  of  rain  fell,  so  flooding  the  ravines  and  streams 
that  Hardee  found  he  could  not  move  until  dawn. 
Then  he  pressed  forward,  and  by  ten  o'clock  began 
his  formation.  Bragg  followed,  and,  finding  that  Har- 
dee's line  could  not  cover  all  the  ground  between  Owl 
and  Lick  creeks,  he  threw  forward  his  first  brigade 
to  the  right,  and  completed  the  formation  of  the  first 
hne.  Meanwhile,  he  was  establishing  the  second  line  of 
battle  with  his  own  corps,  but  his  troops  came  up  so 
slowly  that  it  was  nearly  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon 
befoi-e  he  could  get  them  into  position.  And  yet  the 
distance  from  his  encampment  at  Mickey's  to  his  line  of 
battle  was  not  more  than  two  miles  and  a  half.  The 
same  slowness  which  cliaracterized  his  movements  on 
the  3d  and  4th  was  thus  continued  on  the  5th.  At 
dawn  of  that  day  the  head  of  Polk's  column  stood  at  the 
fork  of  the  roads  at  Mickey's,  ready  to  move  up  to  its 
position  the  momeut  Bragg's  command  coidd  be  passed 
to  his  front.  The  first  division  filed  past  by  eleven 
o'clock,  but  the  second  was  not  prompt  in  following; 
consequently  it  was  two  o'clock  before  Polk's  command, 
headed  by  the  battery  to  which  the  writer  was  attached, 
could  begin  its  march,  and  four  o'clock  befoi-e  he  could 
begin  Ms  formation.'     His  second  division,  Qheatham's, 

1  He  began  It  before  GenenJ  Bragg's  wu  completed.  See  official 
reports  at  General  Polk  and  General  dark,  "Offldal  Beearde,  War  itt 
BebeUioD,"  vol,  x,  pt.  1,  pp.  106,  4U. 
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now  came  up  and  tx>ok  its  position,  having  marched  from 
Piirdy  that  morning,  a  distance  but  Uttle  less  than  that 
which  had  been  covered  on  the  march  £rom  Corinth. 
Breckinridge's  command  appeared  at  about  the  same 
time,  and,  moving  into  position  upon  General  Polk's 
right,  completed  the  line  of  battle.  But  it  was  now  six 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  too  late  to  attack  that  day. 

Tliia  rapid  march  of  Cheatham's  division  —  a  lionsider- 
able  portion  of  it  over  roads  that  had  been  badly  cut  up 
by  Clark's  division  and  Hardee's  corps  —  showed  what 
might  have  been  done  toward  beginning  the  attack  on 
the  5th  as  was  intended,  bad  General  Br^g  been  able 
to  place  his  corps  as  he  was  ordered,  and,  as  the  writer 
believes,  made  every  effort  to  do. 

Hardee  reached  Mickey's  Honseon  the  morning  of  the 
4th.  Pittsburg  Landing  was  only  eight  miles  away,  and 
the  point  at  which  he  was  to  form  his  hne  of  battle  not 
moi-e  than  fonr  miles  at  farthest.  He  was  moving  on 
to  take  position  that  afternoon,  when  General  Bra^ 
stopped  him  in  order  that  he  might  catch  up.  Braj^ 
should,  at  that  hour,  have  been  beyond  Mickey's,  and  had 
he  been,  his  line  would  have  been  formed  under  the  cover 
of  Hardee  by  9  a.m.  With  one  corps  already  in  line 
to  cover  the  formation  of  the  others,  no  rainstorm  would 
have  checked  the  ahgnment  of  the  remainder  of  the  army 
on  that  morning.  The  darkness  and  the  swollen  streams 
which  next  morning  checked  the  advance  of  Hardpe's 
corps  did  so  merely  because  the  army  did  not  know  what 
it  might  stumble  upon.  Once  in  line  and  the  battle 
begun,  it  is  safe  to  say  that  Cheatham's  and  Breckin- 
ridge's forces  would  have  been  available  by  noon. 

The  failure  to  begin  the  attack  on  the  5th  was  a  deep 
disappointment  to  every  one.  To  General  Beauregard  it 
was  not  only  an  annoyance  but  a  source  of  apprehension. 
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He  feared  that  the  movement  had  been  discovered  by  the 
enemy,  so  that,  Intstead  uf  surprising  them  in  their  camp, 
as  he  had  hoped  would  be  done,  they  would  be  found 
fully  prepared. 

While  Polk  was  arranging  his  line  he  received  a 
message  that  General  Beauregard  desired  to  see  Mm. 
Riding  forward,  he  found  Beauregard  in  conversation 
with  General  Bragg.  General  Polk  says  of  tliis  inter- 
view ;!  "  By  this  time  it  was  near  4  p.m.,  and  on  arriv- 
ing I  was  informed  that  General  Beauregard  desii-ed  to 
see  me  immediately.  I  rode  forward  at  once  to  liis  head- 
quarters, where  I  found  General  Bragg  and  himself  in 
conversation.  He  said,  with  some  feeling,  '  I  am  very 
much  disappointed  at  the  delay  which  has  occurred  in 
getting  the  troops  into  position.'" 

General  Polk  replied,  "  So  am  I,  sir ;  but  so  far  as  I 
am  concerned,  my  orders  are  to  form  on  another  line 
[General  Bragg's],  and  that  line  miist  first  be  established 
before  I  can  form  upon  it."  He  continued :  "  I  reached 
Mickey's  at  nightfall  yesterday,  whence  I  could  not 
move  because  of  the  troops  [General  Bragg's]  which 
were  before  me,  until  2  p.m.  to-day.  I  then  promptly 
followed  the  column  in  front  of  me,  and  Iiave  been  in 
position  to  form  upon  it  so  soon  as  its  line  was  estab- 
lished." ^ 

I  ■■  Official  Rewrds,  Ww  of  Kebellion,"  vol.  i,  pt.  i,  p.  407. 

3  !□  Uiis  connectioD  it  Is  Interestintc  to  introduce  ao  extract  from  ■ 
letter  written  b;  OeneraJ  Thomaa  Jordan  (Beauregsrd'B  chief  of  staff) 
which  appeared  in  the  New  Orleans  PicayiiKe,  June  5, 1SS7.  It  is  siosu- 
larly  corroborative  of  the  view  taken  hj  Polli  cancernlnK  the  origin  of 
the  complaint  which  waa  directed  toward  bimself.  Writrng  of  the 
movement  of  the  army  from  Corinth,  after  aaying  that  to  Hardee  was 
aasiKned  the  initlatioD  of  the  march,  QeneralJordan  Bays: 

"  Potk'a  corps  neoessariiy  followed  Hardee's,  because  there  was  no 
other  road  for  it  to  take.  As  for  marching  in  the  manner  indicated  in 
Oeners]  Johnston's  dispatch  to  Mr.  Davis,  of  April  3,  by  three  separate 
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This  of  course  was  a  sufficient  answer,  and  one  which 
could  not  be  gains^d.  General  Beauregard,  however, 
went  on  to  say  that  "  he  regretted  the  delay  exceedingly, 
as  it  would  make  it  necessary  to  forego  the  attack  alto- 
gether ;  that  our  success  dei)ended  upon  our  surprising 
the  enemy ;  that  this  was  now  impossible  &dA  we  must 
fall  back  to  Corinth." 

This  opinion  was  not  shared  by  General  Polk,  however, 
as  win  appear  when  we  narrate  all  the  circumstances  of 
this  interview,  which  through  the  arrival  of  General 
Johnston  was  transformed  into  an  impromptu  council 
of  war. 

In  most  of  the  narratives  of  the  battle  of  Shiloh  —  of 
Confederate  origin  —  there  are  accounts  of  a  council  of 
war  held  during  the  afternoon  or  evening  preceding  the 
battle,  at  which  the  question  of  abitndonlng  the  cam- 
paign was  the  subject  of  disciission.  This  is  the  council 
which  was  brought  about  accidentally,  aa  the  direct  out- 
growth of  General  Beauregard's  concluding  remarks  to 
General  Polk.     "He"  (General  Beauregard)  "said  he 

iwlumna,  on  examlnMloD  of  the  maps  extant  ut  the  period  will  sufBce 
to  ahow  that  snch  an  order  ot  moveraent  was  out  at  the  qneatioD,  aa 
ijgo  that  the  plan  of  Beauregard  viaa  the  one  of  all  others  most  likely 
t«  OBBiire  the  least  coDtusion  with  the  greatest  possible  celerity,  whether 
with  raw  or  Beaaoned  troops.  That  is,  to  (five  the  loDgeflt  line  of  march 
to  Hardee  and  his  corps,  who  —  commander  and  troops  —  were  most  oc- 
CDslOmed  to  marching,  (o  be  followed  on  that  same  route  by  the  troops 
that  were  to  constitute  the  reserve,  and  also  the  next  best  trained 
to  marching,  while  assigning  to  the  troops  (Bragg's)  that  were  least 
Bccastomed  to  marching  and  to  serve  with  each  other,  and  to  their 
commander,  the  shortest  line  of  march  to  the  common  objective,  a 
precantion  Justified  by  events ;  for,  after  all,  it  was  Bragg's  corps,  as 
con  be  shown,  that  had  the  most  delay  and  difBcully  In  (^etttng  upon 
the  ground.  And  it  might  not  be  difficult  to  find  reason  in  the  record 
for  the  supposition  that,  had  Bragg  given  the  attention  of  himself  and 
of  his  very  large  stafF,  somewhat  more  than  seems  to  have  been  done, 
to  the  acceleration  of  the  movement  of  his  own  corps  and  less  to  retard- 
ing Hardee's,  and  needlessly  awaiting  Breckiaridge's  movement,  it  had 
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'regretted  the  delay  exceedingly,  as  it  would  make  it 
necessary  to  forego  the  attack  altogether ;  that  our  suc- 
cess depended  upon  our  surprising  the  enemy ;  that  this 
was  now  impossible,  and  we  must  fall  back  to  Corinth.' " 
When  this  remark  was  made,  none  of  the  general  officers 
of  the  army  were  present  except  Beauregard,  Brag^,  and 
Polk,  but  at  its  conclusion  General  Johnston  rode  up 
and  asked  what  was*  the  matter.  Beauregard  then  re- 
peated what  he  was  saying  to  Polk.  Polk,  in.writing  of 
this  interview  in  his  official  report,  after  relating  in 
substance  all  that  has  been  said,  continues : 

Qeneral  Johnston  remarked  that  this  would  never  do,  and 
proceeded  to  as^n  reasons  for  that  opinion.  He  then  asked 
what  I  thought  of  it.  I  replied  that  my  troops  were  in  as 
good  condition  aa  they  had  ever  been,  that  they  were  eager 
for  battle,  that  to  retire  now  would  operate  mjnriously  upon 
them,  and  I  thought  we  ought  to  attack. 

General  Breckinridge,  whose  troops  were  in  the  rear  and 
by  this  time  had  arrived  upon  the  ground,  here  joined  us, 
and  after  some  discussion  it  was  decided  to  postpone  further 
movement  untU  the  following  day,  and  to  make  the  attack  at 
daybreak. 

been  better.  At  all  events.  Hardoe'a  corps,  tlioagli  dilatory  in  fAarUng, 
yet,  when  set  in  motion,  readied  Mlrkej's  'on  tbe  morning  of  April  t, 
eu'ly  enough  to  bnve  advanced  and  taken  that  aftemoon  Die  order  of 
battle  prescribed  for  him,  had  not  Bragg  Been  flt  to  interpose  to  direct 
him  to  '  hold  up '  in  the  quarter  of  Micltey'g  to  await  the  movements  of  hia 
own  corps."  (See  "OfflclalRecords,  Warof  BebeUion,"  vol.  x,  pt.  ii,  p.  391.) 
"  Polk's  corpn.  It  is  proper  to  say,  or  rather  Clark's  division  [Cbeattiam  had 
no  relation  to  the  matter. — W.  U,  P.]  seems  to  have  been  moved  with 
as  little  delay  as  might  be  expected,  and  not  to  have  been  at  all  respons- 
ible for  the  delay  of  Bnigg's  troops,  as  I  heard  OeneraJ  Bragg  sharply 
complain  to  General  Beauregard  in  the  afternoon  of  the  5th  of  April  — 
a  report  made  with  such  circumstantiality  at  the  time  as  to  induce  the 
latter  to  speak  to  General  Polk  of  the  belatement  and  of  Its  grave  eon- 
sequences,  with  the  feeling  and  in  effect  the  words  recited  by  that  officer 
In  his  offldal  report  of  the  battle  {September,  1862),  addressed  to  Gen- 
eral Samuel  Cooper." 
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This,  in  brief,  was  the  council  before  Shiloh  which 
has  become  historio.  Its  details  have  been  elaborated 
by  some,  but  the  essential  facts  are  as  stated  by  General 
Polk.  How  far  General  Polk's  attitude  went  in  enabling 
*  General  Johnston  to  maintain  his  position,  no  one  can 
say  positively ;  but  the  following  extract  from  a  letter 
written  by  General  William  Preston  of  Kentucky,  Gen- 
eral Johnston's  aide-de-camp,  points  to  a  very  positive 
influence : 

The  diviBions  of  Gtenerab  Polk  and  Breckinridge  came 
up,  and  a  ooneultation  was  held  by  General  Johnston  with 
his  chief  offloera.  He  informed  me  that  some  one  or  more 
doubted  the  propriety  of  attacking  General  Grant's  forces,  on 
account  of  the  delay,  and  considered  it  best  to  withdraw  to 
Corinth, 

It  was  then  abont  four  o'clock,  and  after  a  short  while 
General  Johnston  caine  near  and  directed  Colonel  Jordan, 
serving  as  chief  of  staff,  to  prepare  to  write  orders.  In  the 
meanwhUe  he  spoke  to  me  with  more  than  his  usnal  anima- 
tion, and  informed  me  that  he  would  attack  the  enemy  at 
or  before  the  earliest  dawn.  He  then  in  the  course  of  onr 
short  conversation  spoke  in  very  complimentary  terms  of 
General  Polk,  and  said,  "•'  Polk  is  a  true  soldier  and  friend." 
The  impression  left  on  my  mind  was  that  of  strong  approval 
and  pleasure  at  General  Polk's  course  in  the  oonsnitation, 
and  a  gratifying  concurrence  of  opinion. 


The  amount  of  detail  of  the  advance  of  the  army 
from  Corinth  and  the  formation  of  the  line  of  battle 
here  given  has  been  rendered  necessary  by  the  many 
statements  which  from  time  to  time  have  been  pub- 
lished concerning  this  movement, —  statements  which 
have  not  gone  to  the  bottom  of  the  difficulties  then  be- 
setting the  army.  The  heavy  rains  undoubtedly  caused 
delays.     But  they  were  not  all.     The  faulty  subdivision 
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of  the  army  gave  Bragg  snch  a  lar^e  preponderance 
of  the  force  that  his  eommand  was  unwieldy.  He  had 
to  move  three  times  as  many  men  as  Polk,  and  more 
than  twice  as  many  as  Hardee,  and,  moreover,  there 
were  scarcely  two  regiments  in  his  corps  that  had  ever 
niarclied  a  day.  Hardee's  men  had  marched  from 
Bowling  Green,  Polk's  from  Columbus,  and  both  had 
liad  some  experience  in  marches  at  the  beginning  of  their 
careers  in  Missouri.  When  to  these  odds  against  bitn 
was  added  the  heaviest  route,  it  is  easy  to  see  wliy,  from 
the  first,  General  Bragg  was  always  behind,  Polk  and 
Hardee,  with  their  relatively  small  forces,  moved  along 
the  ridges,  while  Bragg  struggled  through  the  lowlands, 
and,  beyond  Monterey,  tlirough  tlie  swamps  and  sunken 
grounds  of  Lick  Creek.  But  the  plans  for  arraying  the 
forces  were  as  unfortunate  as  the  arrangements  for 
bringing  them  up  had  been.  Two  of  the  corps  were 
extended  over  the  entire  line  of  battle,  one  beliind  the 
other,  each  in  a  single  line  except  at  one  point  upon  the 
right  Sank,  where  one  brigade  from  Bragg's  corps  filled 
out  Hardee's  line.  The  third,  or  reserve,  line  was  formed 
as  the  second  should  have  been ;  that  is,  with  a  corps 
upon  each  side  of  the  central  road.  Here,  again,  the 
preponderance  of  Bragg's  numbers  was  an  embarrass- 
ment, and,  no  doubt,  was  tlie  cause  of  the  error  in  forma- 
tion. He  had  six  brigades ;  if  he  had  been  given  four, 
and  the  other  two  assigned  one  to  Hardee  and  one  to 
Breckinridge,  each  corps  would  have  had  an  equal  num- 
ber. With  one  corps  deployed  to  cover  the  front,  as 
was  perhaps  necessary  in  view  of  the  circumstances  of 
tlie  approach,  the  remaining  three,  each  with  its  own 
reserves,  might  have  been  so  placed  in  a  second  and  third 
line  as  to  have  covered  the  ground  and  yet  have  been 
able  to  maintain  their  organization  in  the  battle.     As  it 
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was,  before  the  battle  of  the  first  day  had  been  half 
foaght  the  entire  armj  was  disjointed,  Hardee's,  Br^^s, 
and  Pollys  corps  being  mixed  np  in  a  conglomerate  mass. 
When  one  of  tihese  officers  had  to  concentrate  a  force 
for  an  assault  npon  a  difficult  point,  he  had  to  gather 
men  from  almost  every  corps  in  the  army.  Conflicting 
orders  were  thns  of  necessity  often  given,  and  so  it  came 
abont  that,  instead  of  the  army  being  continuously  pro- 
jected in  heavy  masses  npon  the  Federal  divisions,  its 
behavior  was  much  like  that  of  a  balking  t«am  of  horses : 
as  one  command  went  forward,  the  other  was  stfuidlng 
still.  This  defect  was  in  part  corrected  by  an  arrange- 
ment made  between  Generals  Bragg  and  Polk,  by  which 
Polk  took  command  of  the  center,  and  Bragg  the  right, 
General  Hardee  directing  the  troops  upon  the  left.  But 
it  was  twelve  o'clock  before  the  corps  commanders  had 
gotten  into  positions  from  which  they  could  hope  to 
accomplish  anything  definite,  and  then  only  by  an  ar- 
rangement which  ignored  the  lines  of  the  commands 
assigned  them  for  the  battle. 

Approaching  the  events  of  the  battle,  it  is  beheved 
that  the  purposes  of  this  work  will  be  fuUy  served  by 
simply  giving  extracts  from  General  Polk's  official  re- 
port. This  seems  all  the  more  appropriate  becanse 
of  the  many  full  accounts  which  already  have  been 
presented  by  most  of  the  leading  actors,  or  by  their 
biographers.  As  an  introduction,  however,  to  this  nar- 
rative, we  will  say  that  throughout  the  battle  General 
Polk  showed  that  disposition  to  personally  supervise 
important  matters  so  characteristic  of  the  man.  He 
held  a  position  well  np  against  his  line,  arranging  and 
placing  commands  as  the  hotly  contested  points  in  his 
front  demanded,  and  on  four  occasions,  placing  himself 
at  the  head  of  bis  troops,  he   led   them  in   desperate 
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charges  against  their  gallant  foes.  In  the  second  of 
these  assaults  bis  faithful  orderly  was  killed  at  his  side. 
(General  Polk  felt  on  this  field  that  the  fate  of  the  Con- 
federacy hung  almost  in  the  balance,  and  he  saw  that 
nothing  short  of  complete  vietoiy  would  answer  the 
pressing  needs  of  the  South.  He  therefore,  in  common 
with  the  other  corps  commanders,  assumed  positions 
which  under  different  conditions  might  better  have  been 
left  to  subordinates.  Although  the  result  was  a  crush- 
ing blow  to  their  cause,  yet  the  feeling  of  mutual  reli- 
ance, sympathy,  and  fellowship  between  General  Polk 
and  his  troops  which  was  gained  on  that  fiercely  con- 
tested field  was  never  afterward  shaken,  but  went  with 
both  and  upheld  both  in  the  tiying  scenes  that  were  to 
come  thereafter. 

The  substance  of  General  Polk's  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  his  corps  in  the  battle  is  as  follows : 

At  the  appointed  hour  of  the  morning  of  the  6tb  my  troops 
were  moved  forward,  and  so  soon  as  they  were  freed  from 
an  obstruction  formed  by  a  thioket  of  underbrush,  they  were 
formed  in  eolonm  of  brigades  and  pressed  onward  to  the 
support  of  the  second  hue.  General  Clark's  division  was  in 
front.  We  had  not  proceeded  far  before  the  first  line,  under 
General  Hardee,  was  under  flre  throughout  its  length,  and 
the  second,  under  General  Bragg,  was  also  engaged. 

The  first  order  received  by  me  was  from  General  John- 
ston, who  had  ridden  to  the  front  to  watch  the  opening 
operations,  and  who,  as  commander-in-chief,  seemed  deeply 
impressed  with  the  responsibilities  of  his  position.  It  was 
observed  that  he  entered  upon  his  work  with  the  ardor  and 
energy  of  a  true  soldier,  and  the  vigor  with  which  he  pressed 
forward  his  troops  gave  assurance  that  his  persistent  deter- 
mination would  close  the  day  with  a  glorious  victory.  The 
order  was  to  send  him  a  brigade  to  the  right  for  the  support 
of  the  line  of  General  Bragg,  then  hotly  engaged.    The 
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brigade  of  Stuart,  of  Clark's  division,  was  immediately  dis- 
patfibed  to  him,  and  was  led  by  him  in  person  to  the  point 
requiring  support  1  was  then  ordered  by  Beauregard  to 
send  one  of  the  bngades  of  my  rear  division  to  the  support 
of  Bragg's  left,  which  was  pressed  by  tiie  enemy.  Orders 
were  given  to  that  effect  to  Cheatham,  who  took  charge  of 
the  brigade  in  person,  and  executed  the  movement  promptly. 
My  two  remaining  brigades  were  held  in  hand  till  I  received 
orders  to  move  them  directly  to  the  front  to  the  support  of 
Oenend  Brad's  center.  These  were  Russell's,  of  Clark's 
division,  which  was  directed  by  that  officer,  and  Bushrod 
Johnson's,  of  Cheatham's  division.  They  moved  forward  at 
once,  and  were  both  very  soon  warmly  engaged  with  the 
enemy. 

The  resistance  at  this  point  was  as  stubborn  as  at  any 
other  on  the  field.  The  forces  of  the  enemy  to  which  we 
were  opposed  were  understood  to  be  those  of  General  Sher- 
man, supported  by  the  command  of  General  MeClemand. 
The;  fought  with  determined  courage,  and  contested  every 
inch  of  ground.  Here  it  was  that  the  gallant  Biythe,  colonel 
of  the  Mississippi  regiment  bearing  his  ewn  name,  fell  under 
my  eye,  pierced  through  the  heart  while  charging  a  battery. 
It  was  here  that  (Buahrod)  Johnson,  while  leading  his  bri- 
gade, also  fell — it  was  feared — mortally  wounded,  and  Clark, 
while  cheering  his  command  amidst  a  shower  of  shot  luid 
shell,  was  struck  down  and  so  severely  wonnded  in  the 
shoulder  as  to  disable  him  from  further  service  and  compel 
him  to  turn  over  a  command  be  had  taken  into  the  fight  with 
such  distinguished  gallantry.  And  here  also  fell  m^y  offi- 
cers of  leaser  grade,  among  them  the  gallant  Captain  Mar- 
shall T.  Polk  of  Polk's  battery  (who  lost  a  leg),  as  well  as 
a  lai^  number  of  men,  who  sealed  their  devotion  to  our 
oanse  with  their  blood.  We  nevertheless  drove  the  enemy 
before  us,  and  dislodged  him  from  his  strong  position,  and 
captured  two  of  his  batteries. 

After  these  successes  the  enemy  retired,  in  the  direction  of 
the  river,  and  while  they  were  being  pressed  I  sought  out 
Bragg,  to  whose  support  1  had  been  ordered,  and  asked  him 
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where  lie  woald  huve  my  command.  He  replied :  "  If  you 
will  take  care  of  tiie  center,  I  will  go  to  tiie  right."  It  was 
understood  that  General  Hardee  was  attending  to  the  left.  I 
accepted  tiie  arrangement  and  took  charge  of  the  operatlona 
in  that  part  of  the  general  hne  for  the  rest  of  the  day.  It  was 
fought  by  three  of  my  brigades  only,— Stewart's,  Johpson'B 
(afterward  Preston  Smith's),  and  Russell's.  My  fourth  bri- 
gade, that  of  Colonel  Maney,  under  the  command  of  Gen- 
eral Cheatham,  was  on  the  right  with  Bragg  and  Breckin- 
ri^e.  These  brigades,  with  occasionally  a  regiment  of  some 
other  corps,  which  became  detached,  were  fully  employed  in 
the  field  assigned  me.  They  fought  over  the  same  ground 
three  times,  as  the  fortunes  of  the  day  varied,  always  with 
steadiness— a  single  instance  only  excepted,  and  that  only 
for  a  moment— and  with  occasional  instances  of  brilliant 
courage.  .  .  . 

About  three  o'clock  intelligence  reached  me  that  the  com- 
mander-in-chief, GeneralJohnston,  had  fallen.  Hefellindis- 
nhat^  of  his  duty,  leading  and  directing  his  troops.  His  loss 
was  deeply  felt.  It  was  an  event  which  deprived  the  army  of 
his  clear,  practical  judgment  and  determined  character,  and 
himself  of  an  opportunity  he  had  oourted  for  vindicating  his 
claims  to  the  confidence  of  his  countrymen  against  the  incon- 
siderate and  imjust  reproaches  which  had  been  heaped  upon 
him. 

The  moral  infiuence  of  hia  presence  had  nevertheless 
already  been  impressed  upon  the  army,  and  afi  impulse  pven 
to  its  action  which  the  news  of  his  death  increased  instead  of 
abated.  The  operations  of  the  day  had  now  become  so  far 
developed  as  to  foreshadow  the  result  with  a  good  degree  of 
certainty,  and  it  was  a  melanclioly  fate  to  be  cut  off  when 
victory  seemed  hastening  to  perch  upon  his  standard.  He 
was  a  trne  soldier,  high-toned,  eminently  honorable  and  just, 
considerate  of  the  rights  and  feelings  of  others,  magnanimous 
and  brave.  His  miUtary  capacity  was  also  of  a  high  order, 
and  his  devotion  to  the  cause  of  the  South  unsurpassed  by 
that  of  any  of  her  noble  sons  who  had  offered  up  their  lives 
on  her  altar.    I  knew  him  well  from  childhood, — none  knew 
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bim  better, — and  I  take  pleasure  in  laying  on  his  tomb  as  a 
parting  offering  this  testimonial  of  my  appreciation  of  his 
character  as  a  soldier,  a  patriot,  and  a  man. 

The  enemy  in  our  front  was  gradually  and  successively 
driven  from  his  position  and  forced  from  the  field  back  on 
the  river-bank.  About  5  p.m.  my  line  attacked  the  enemy's 
troops,  the  last  that  were  left  upon  the  field,  in  an  encamp- 
ment on  my  right.  The  attack  was  made  in  front  and  flank ; 
the  resistance  was  sharp  but  short.  The  enemy,  perceiving 
he  was  flanked  and  his  position  completely  turned,  hoisted  a 
white  flag  and  surrendered.  It  proved  to  be  the  commands 
of  Generals  Prentiss  and  William  L.  Wallace.  The  latter, 
who  commanded  the  left  of  their  line,  was  killed  by  the  troops 
of  Bragg,  who  was  pressing  him  at  the  same  time  from  that 
quarter.  The  former  yielded  to  the  attack  of  my  troops  on 
their  right,  and  delivered  hie  sword,  with  his  command,  t« 
Russell,  one  of  my  brigade  commanders,  who  turned  him  over 
to  me.  The  prisoners  turned  over  were  about  two  thousand. 
They  were  placed  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Richmond,  my 
aide-de-camp,  and  with  a  detachment  of  cavalry  sent  to  the 
rear. 

I  take  pleasure  in  saying  that  in  this  part  of  the  opera- 
tions of  my  troops  they  were  aided  by  the  Crescent  Regiment 
of  Louisiana,  M.  L.  Smith.  This  command  was  composed 
chiefly  of  young  men  from  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  and  be- 
longed to  Bragg's  Corps.  It  had  been  posted  on  the  left 
wing  in  the  early  part  of  the  day  to  hold  an  important  posi- 
tion, where  it  was  detained  and  did  not  reach  the  field  until 
a  late  hour.  On  arriving  it  came  to  the  point  at  which  I 
was  commanding  and  reported  to  me  for  orders.  The  con- 
duct of  this  regiment  dunng  the  whole  afternoon  was  dis- 
tinguished for  its  gallantry,  both  before  and  after  the  capture 
of  the  command  of  Prentiss,  in  which  it  actively  participated. 

Immediately  after  the  surrender  I  ordered  Colonel  Lind- 
say, in  command  of  one  of  the  re^ments  of  cavalry  belong- 
ing to  my  corps,  to'take  command  of  all  the  cavalry  at  hand 
and  pnrsue  such  of  the  enemy  as  were  fleeing.  He  detached 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Miller  of  his  own  regiment  on  that  service 
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immedi&t«ly,  while  he  proceeded  to  collect  and  take  clis^« 
of  other  Donutuinda.  Miller  daehed  forward  and  intercepted 
a  battery  within  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  the  river, — 
the  Second  Michigan, — and  captured  it  before  it  could  nnllm- 
ber  and  open  Are.  It  was  a.  e.a.-gaa  battery,  complete  in  all  its 
equipments,  and  was  captured,  men,  horses,  and  guns.  A  por- 
tion of  this  cavalry  rode  to  the  river  and  watered  their  horses. 

By  this  time  the  troops  under  my  command  were  joined 
by  those  of  Sragg  and  Breckinridge  and  my  fourth  brigade, 
under  Cheatham,  from  the  right.  The  field  was  clear.  The 
rest  of  the  forces  of  the  enemy  were  driven  to  the  river  and 
under  its  bank.  We  had  one  hour  or  more  of  dayUght  stiU 
left,  were  within  from  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  four  hundred 
yards  of  the  enemy's  position,  and  nothing  seemed  wanting 
to  complete  the  most  brilliant  victory  of  the  war  but  to  press 
forward  and  make  a  vigorous  assault  on  the  demoralized 
remnant  of  his  forces. 

At  this  juncture  his  gunboats  dropped  down  the  river, 
near  the  landing  where  his  troops  were  collected,  and  opened 
a  tremendous  cannonade  of  shot  and  shell  over  the  bank  in 
the  direction  from  which  our  forces  were  approaching.  The 
height  of  the  plain  on  which  we  were,  above  the  level  of 
the  water,  was  about  one  hundred  feet,  so  that  it  was  neces- 
sary to  give  great  elevation  to  his  guns  to  enable  him  to  fire 
over  the  bank.  The  consequence  was  that  shot  could  take 
effect  only  at  points  remote  from  the  river's  edge.  They 
were  comparatively  harmless  to  our  troops  nearest  the  bank, 
and  became  increasingly  so  to  us  as  we  drew  near  the  enemy 
and  placed  him  between  us  and  his  boats. 

Here  the  impression  arose  that  our  forces  were  waging 
an  anequal  contest — that  they  were  exhausted  and  suffering 
from  a  murderous  fire,  and  by  an  order  from  the  command- 
ing general  they  were  withdrawn  from  the  field. 

One  of  my  divisions,  that  of  General  Clark,  consisting  of 
Stewart's  and  Russell's  brigades,  now  under  the  command  of 
Qeneral  St«wart,  bivouacked  on  tte  ground  with  the  rest  of 
the  troops,  and  were  among  the  first  to  eng^^  the  enemy  on 
the  following  morning. 
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They  were  actively  engaged  dnring  the  day,  and  sastained 
the  reputation  they  had  won  the  day  before.  The  other  divi- 
gion,  under  Cheatham,  a  brigade  of  which  was  separated  from 
me  at  an  early  honr  on  the  6th,  fought  throughout  the  day 
with  the  skill  and  courage  which  always  diBtinguishes  that 
gallant  officer,  and  was  moved  by  him  to  his  camp  of  the 
night  before.  They  were  taken  there  to  obtain  ratione  and 
to  prepare  for  the  work  of  the  following  day.  Hearing  they 
had  gone  thither,  I  informed  General  Beauregard  I  should 
follow  them,  to  ensure  their  being  on  the  ground  at  an  early 
hoar  in  the  morning.  This  I  did,  and  gave  orders  that  night 
in  person  to  Cheatham  to  be  ready  to  move  at  daylight.^ 

Before  daylight  I  dispatched  my  aide-de-camp.  Lieutenant 
Richmond,  to  put  them  in  motion.  Their  march  was  stopped 
for  some  time  to  arrest  a  stampede  which  came  from  the  front. 
They  then  moved  under  the  command  of  Cheatham  to  the  field: 
I  sent  forward  a  staff-officer  to  Beauregard  to  inform  him  of 
their  approach,  and  was  directed  to  post  them  in  the  rear  of 
Shiloh  Church  and  hold  them  until  further  orders.  It  was  not 
long  before  an  order  from  the  oommtmding  general  was  re- 

1  At  the  time  Oiat  Polk  mada  this  report  of  the  podtlon  of  his  second 
diviaLoD,  and  of  hia  intentdoa  toward  it,  the  fsQling  at  umy  head' 
quarters  wu  one  of  confldeDce  in  an  acbieyed  victory.  General  Beauie- 
gard  had  then  telefcraphed  to  Bichmond:  "Wa  this  morning  attacked 
the  enemy  in  strong  position  in  front  of  Plttslnirg,  and  after  a  severe 
battle  of  ton  boucs,  tbonks  to  tbe  Almighty,  gained  a  complete  victory, 
driving  the  enemy  from  every  positton."  This  feeling  accounts  for  the 
fact  that  Polk  was  not  ordered  to  march  the  comioand  back  that  night. 
It  had  gone  there  without  hia  knowledge,  having  been  separated  from 
blm  Ijy  tbe  order  to  fall  bach,  given  from  army  headquarters  direct  to 
divlrion,  Inigade,  and  regiment  commanders  dm^ag  the  engagement. 
Tbe  confusion  amongst  all  the  commands  growing  out  of  this  unfortn- 
Date  order  was  so  great  that  Polk,  after  placing  his  first  dlvidon  in  posi- 
tion, felt  it  to  be  tiest  that  be  sboald  go  in  person  tn  order  to  secnre  tbe 
return  of  Hie  second  b;  dawn.  As  wiU  be  seen  from  all  tbe  reports,  it 
arrived  in  ample  time  to  accomplish  everything  demanded  by  tbe 
sltnatton.  Nothing  aoffered  by  its  absence.  On  the  contrary,  It  was 
about  t^e  only  division  that  stood  Intact  on  the  battlefield  the  next  day, 
which  no  doubt  accoants  for  the  fact  that  of  all  tbe  commands  assembled 
by  General  Beauregard  that  morning,  Cheatham's  division  rendered  tbe 
best  sastained  service. 
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celved  to  move  these  troops  to  the  snpport  of  the  tine  in  my 
front.  They  were  formed  in  line  of  battle  and  moved  forward 
half  &  mile  to  the  position  held  by  Qeaeral  Breckinridge. 
Finding  he  was  able  to  hold  his  position  without  assistance, 
they  were  moved  by  the  left  flank,  past  Shiloh  Church,  to  form 
on  the  left  of  our  Une.  Here  they  were  formed  under  the  snper- 
vieion  of  General  Cheatham  immediately  in  front  of  a  very 
large  force  of  the  army,  now  pressing  vigorously  to  torn  our 
left  flank. 

They  eugt^«d  the  enemy  as  soon  as  they  were  formed,  and 
fought  him  for  four  hours, —  one  of  the  most  desperately  eon- 
tested  conflicts  of  the  battle.  The  enemy  was  driven  gradually 
from  his  position,  and  though  reinforced  several  times  during 
the  engagement  he  could  make  no  impression  on  that  part  of 
otir  Une.  During  this  engagement  the  command  of  General 
Cheatham  was  reinforced  by  a  Louisiana  brigade  under 
Gibson,  and  by  the  Thirty-third  Tennessee  under  Campbell, 
and  the  Twenty-seventh  Tennessee  under  Love ;  all  of  whom 
did  admirable  service,  and  the  last-named  of  whom  fell  mor- 
tally wounded.  This  force  maintained  the  position  it  had  held 
for  so  many  hours  up  to  half -past  two  o'clock,  the  time  at  which 
orders  were  received  from  the  commanding  general  to  with- 
draw the  troops  from  the  field.  I  gave  orders  accordingly, 
and  the  command  was  retired  slowly  and  in  good  order  in 
the  direction  of  our  camp,  the  enemy  making  no  advance 
whatever. 

In  the  operations  of  this  morning  as  well  as  of  the  day 
before,  those  of  my  troops  who  acted  under  the  immediate 
orders  of  General  Cheatham  bore  themselves  with  conspicuous 
gallantry.  One  charge  particularly,  which  was  made  under 
the  eye  of  the  commander-in-chief  and  his  staff,  drew  forth 
expressions  of  the  most  unqualified  applause. 

(General  Polk  suppressed  his  own  part  in  this  charge, 
but  General  Beauregard,  in  his  "Military  Operations" 
(vol.  i,  p.  313),  is  more  explicit.    He  says : 

Just  about  the  time  (10.30  A.M.)  when  General  McCook 
was  assuming  the  offensive  with  his  whole  division,  and  was 
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near  pushing  through  the  gap  between  General  Breckinridge's 
left  and  General  Brad's  right,  caused  by  the  absence  of 
General  Polk  with  one  of  his  divisions,  the  latter  arrived  on 
the  field.  .  .  .  Dashing  forward  with  drawn' sword,  at  the 
head  of  Cheatham's  fine  division,  he  soon  formed  his  line 
of  battle  at  the  point  where  his  presence  was  so  much  needed, 
and,  with  unsurpassed  vigor,  moved  on  gainst  a  force  at 
least  double  his  own,  making  one  of  the  most  brilliant  charges 
of  infantry  made  on  either  day  of  the  battle.  He  drove  back 
the  opposing  column  in  confusion,  and  thus  compensated  for 
the  tardiness  of  his  appearance  on  the  field.'- 

Referring  again  to  the  official  report  prepared  by 
General  Polk,  we  find  that,  while  dealing  with  details 
mostly  personal  to  his  own  command,  it  throws  a  strong 
light  upon  the  battle  as  a  whole,  and,  read  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  other  official  reports,  it  establishes  the 
faitlifulness  and  ability  with  which  the  interests  en- 
trusted to  his  charge  were  administered.  It  shows  that 
the  troops  which  were  moved  with  the  greatest  celerity 
belonged  to  his  corps;  that  his  corps  maintained  its 
organization  throughout  the  battle  better  tlian  its  com- 
panions ;  that  it  lost  in  killed  and  wounded  nearly  one 
third  of  its  number;  that  at  the  close  of  the  battle  it 
had  but  nineteen  men  "missing"  out  of  a  total  of  9422 
taken  into  action ;  that  the  surrender  of  Geiierd  Pren- 
tiss's command  (the  largest  body  of  prisoners  taken)  was 

'  General  Bsauregard.  In  his  "HUiluy  Operations,"  vol.  1,  p.  313, 
states  bhsit  be  kaew  aotbiag  of  the  iFhereabonta  of  Oenerol  Polk  and 
Cheatham's  dlvisioD  on  the  morning  of  the  Tth  until  10.30  o'clock,  vihea 
Polk  led  the  command  into  position  on  Breckinridge's  left,  as  stated  In 
the  report.  This  is  met  by  Polk'a  stBtement,  sa  ab^ady  given  above ; 
and,  from  the  movements  which  he  eieouted  under  Bealiregard's  direc- 
tion prior  to  going  into  action  at  10.31).  It  ia  obvious  that  he  reported  some 
time  before  this  bonr.  For  a  corroboration  of  Polk'a  account  of  the  posi- 
tion and  movements  of  the  division,  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  report 
of  its  iDuaediate  commander.  General  Cheatham.  See  "  OtBcial  Records, 
War  of  Rebellion, "  voL  i,  pt.  i,  p.  440. 
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made  to  one  of  its  brigade  commanders  under  Polk's  im- 
mediate eye ;  and  that  of  the  fomi«en  pieces  of  artillery 
captm^d  from  the  enemy  and  brought  from  the  field, 
thirteen  were  carried  off  by  this  corps.' 

The  following  letter,  written  to  Mrs.  Polk  a  few  days 
after  the  battle  (April  10),  may  be  of  interest  here : 

I  wrote  to a  long  letter  the  other  day,  the  second  I 

have  written  her  since  the  war  b^an,  though  I  believe  she 
did  not  receive  the  first. 

I  am  thankful  to  say  that  the  protecting  hand  of  Qod  was 
over  me  and  around  me,  and  I  esperieneed  no  harm  duiing 
either  of  the  two  days  of  the  battle,  although  I  was  in  the 
thickest  of  the  storm  during  both  daya.  All  glory  and  honor 
be  unto  His  holy  Name  for  my  protection  and  defense,  for 
it  was  He  who  did  it.  It  was  He  who  "covered  my  head  in 
the  day  of  battle." 

I  cannot  describe  the  field.  It  was  one  of  great  eanu^e, 
and  as  it  was  the  second  battle  I  had  been  in^ — the  other 
being  a  bloody  one  also — I  felt  somewhat  more  accustomed 
to  it.  This  one  was  on  a  la:^r  scale,  and  a  magnificent 
affair.  I  believe,  from  what  I  know  and  bear,  you  will  have 
no  reason  to  be  ashamed  of  your  husband  or  your  sons.  But 
of  this — especially  of  the  former — I  wUl  leave  you  to  hear 
from  others.  Tour  sous^  both  behaved  admirably.  I  was 
proud  of  them ;  the  older  was  everywhere  he  waa  called  on 
to  be,  and  as  my  aide-de-camp  rendered  most  important 
service.     The  younger  served  the  guns  of  his  battery  very 

1  For  the  want  of  bones,  maay  having  been  killed,  nine  pieces  of 
infeiior  ardllery  were  nbandoiied,  leaving  a  totaJ  gain  of  but  tour. 

«  There  were  iditeen  deeoendmite  of  Robert  Polk  in  the  Confederate 
armyi  and  a  numher  in  the  Federal  army,  at  the  battle  of  Sbiloh.  Gen- 
eral Polk  had  but  two  song,  the  two  mentioned  in  the  letter  to  IiIb  wife. 
The  elder.  Alexander  Hamilton,  who  served  as  captain  and  alde-de- 
«amp,  died  la  18T3  as  the  resolt  of  a  sunstroke  received  doting  the 
eamp^gn  in  Kentucky  In  September,  1862.  The  younger,  then  a  second 
lieutenant  of  ortUler;,  was  attached  to  Bankhead's  Battery  of  Light 
ArtUlery,  and  is  the  author  of  tlUe  menoir. 
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g^lautly,  tOiA  I  am  troly  thankful  to  say  they  both  escaped 
nnhiirt.  The  enemy  was  badly  whipped  the  first  day,  and  ' 
we  ought,  from  the  advantage  gained,  to  have  captured  his 
whole  force.  We  would  have  done  so  if  we  had  had  an 
hour  more  of  daylight. 

The  battle  of  die  day  following  was  a  drawn  fight.  We 
left  them,  and  they  did  not  follow  ub.  The  first  prisoners 
captured,  I  believe,  were  those  which  fell  into  my  hands, 
and  the  number  was  large. 

The  army  is  now  refreshing  itself  for  another  attack,  and 
we  think  on  the  next  occasion  our  troops  will  behave  better 
than  on  the  last.  As  for  details  of  the  battle  yon  have  plenty 
in  the  newspapers. 

The  battle  of  Shiloh  has  been  a  favorite  theme  with 
many  writers,  both  because  of  its  importance  and  of  the 
many  controversial  questions  which  immediately  sprang 
up  in  both  camps.  They  all,  however,  center  about  the 
management  of  the  opposing  armies  by  their  respective 
commanders.  Upon  the  side  of  the  Federals  the  im- 
portant issue  has  been  the  condition  of  General  Grant's 
army  at  the  close  of  the  battle  of  the  6th.  According 
to  his  own  account  and  that  of  his  friends,  it  weis  at 
that  time  in  position  to  offer  an  effective  resistance  to 
the  Confederates.  According  to  General  Buell's  account 
General  Grant's  army  on  that  evening  was  in  the  main 
a  demoralized,  helpless  mass  of  fug:itives.  One  thing  is 
certain,  however :  it  had  been  beaten  from  all  its  posi- 
tions, and  was  then  confronted  by  a  victorious  enemy, 
who  was  conscions  of  its  advantage  and  was  able  to 
press  it.  This  is  shown  in  nearly  all  the  reports  which 
have  been  made  by  the  officers  who  were  at  the  front, 
and  in  some  excellent  notes  which  have  appeared  in  the 
"Century  Magazine"  (1885). 

The  qaestion  at  issue  upon  the  side  of  the  Confeder- 
ates relates  to  the  order  to  retire  given  by  General  Beau- 
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regard  an  hour  or  more  before  dark  on  the  6th,  and 
while  the  opposing  armies  were  in  the  relative  positions 
a&  stated  just  above.  The  corps  commanders  and  nearly 
all  the  subordinate  commanders  who  wrote  upon  the 
snbject  concur  in  saying  that  there  was  abundant  day- 
light for  fighting,  and  that  their  coiumaods  were  either 
advancing  or  preparing  to  advanue  upon  the  Federal 
position  when  the  order  to  retire  was  received.  On  the 
other  hand,  General  Beauregard  and  his  friends,  while 
accepting  in  the  main  the  statements  of  General  Grant 
and  his  friends  as  to  the  condition  of  the  Federal  army, 
fail  to  give  like  credence  to  the  statements  of  the  Con- 
federate commanders  as  to  the  condition  of  their  own 
forces,  and  claim  that  the  Confederate  army  was  so  worn 
out  and  disorganized  by  its  efforts  that  a  further  con- 
tinuance of  the  battle  would  have  resulted  in  its  defeat 
that  day. 

The  writer  will  not  attempt  to  analyze  these  conflict- 
ing statements,  as  it  would  carry  him  beyond  the  prov- 
ince of  his  work,  but  he  will  say  this  much :  his  posi- 
tion gave  him  ample  occasion  to  discover  that,  upon 
the  propriety  or  necessity  for  the  order  to  retire  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  6th,  the  verdict  of  General  Beauregard's 
army  was  against  him,^  It  was  always  bebeved,  from  the 
advantage  gained,  that  the  whole  of  Grant's  army  ought 
to  have  been  captured,  and  had  General  Beauregard 
shown  less  ability  and  gallantry  in  extricating  his  army 
from  its  perilous  position  on  the  7th,  that  one  order 
would  have  robbed  him  of  its  confidence.  As  it  was, 
though  defeated,  the  army  still  looked  to  him  with  trust, 

'  Tbe  writec  received  tbe  orders  just  as  he  hud  been  placed  in  cbargo 
of  the  light  batter;  (2d  MitbigBn)  captured  from  Uie  enemy  by  the 
cavalry  after  the  surrender  of  General  PrentJaa.  It  wae  a  six-gun  bat- 
tery, and  waa  captured  and  turned  over  entire  —  men,  horseSj  and  guns. 
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and  it  is  pleasant  to  believe  that,  had  his  health  per- 
mitted him  to  remain  in  command,  the  faults  of  Shiloh 
would  have  been  atoned  in  better  results  upon  fields  yet 
to  come. 

The  opportunity  was  to  be  denied  him,  however;  ill 
health  continued  to  hamper  him,  and  finally  led  to  his 
displacement  in  favor  of  General  Bragg.  This  is  set 
forth  accurately  in  the  following  paragraph  in  a  letter 
from  General  Bragg,  who  in  all  things  was  nearest  to 
General  Beauregard  at  that  time : 

General  Beauregard  has  never  been  physically  equal  to 
Hie  labors  of  his  position  since  I  joined  huu  in  March  (2d) 
last,  and  has  often  said  to  me  he  could  not  get  on  with  its 
labors  without  the  cordial  and  earnest  assistance  I  gave 
him.  Our  inteteourse  was  daily,  free,  unreatrained,  and  as 
harmonious  as  if  we  had  been  brothers."  * 

The  defeat  at  Shiloh  was  succeeded  by  weary  disheart- 
ening weeks,  first  of  camp  life  and  then  of  unavailing 
skirmishing  against  the  steadQy  advancing  Federal  hne. 
The  arrival  of  General  Van  Dorn's  corps  (some  17,000 
men)  infused  fresh  spirit  into  the  army  for  a  time,  but 
the  enlistment  period  of  large  numbers  of  the  soldiers 
was  expiring.  Corinth  was  fast  proving  itself  a  most 
unhealthy  location,  so  that  disease  and  desertion  eon- 
spired  to  thin  the  Confederate  ranks  to  a  degree  which 
made  further  resistance  to  the  lai^ely  suxwrior  Federal 
force  unavailing.  Two  attempts  were  made  to  bring 
on  a  general  engagement.  These  failing,  General  Beau- 
regard withdrew  his  army  to  Tupelo  in  Mississippi.  The 
following  letter  enables  us  to  keep  in  view  the  subject 
of  this  memoir : 

1  "Military  OpeiattonB,  Geoend  Beauregard,"  vol.  1,  p.  592,— Bragg 
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HeADQUABTEBS  l8T  CoRPS, 

Abuy  of  the  Mississippi,  June  3, 1862. 

My  dear  Daughter:  I  sond  Meek  down  to  Bee  you  and  to 
spend  a  few  days  with  you,  as  well  for  your  sake  as  for  his. 
He  will  tell  you  all  the  news  of  the  army  and  of  me.  We 
have  deemed  it  advisable,  after  having  kept  the  enemy  em- 
ployed ax  weeks  in  digging  and  embanking  all  the  way  from 
the  Tennessee  River  to  Corinth,  and  just  when  he  had  spent 
millions  of  dollars,  and  lost  thousands  of  men  by  the  climate 
and  water,  and  when  he  bad  just  got  ready  to  open  bb  heavy 
batteries, — to  bid  him  good-morning  and  invite  him  down  a 
little  farther  South. 

How  he  likes  it  we  have  not  heard.  We  like  the  change 
very  much,  as  it  gives  us  a  delightful  woodland  for  our  camps 
and  fine,  pure,  spring  freestone  water  and  plenty  of  fresh 
beef.  I  have  a  delightful  camp  myself,  and  wish  you  could 
look  in  on  me  and  see  how  comfortable  I  am.  My  health  is, 
thank  our  Heavenly  Father,  very  good,  and,  except  that  I  am 
separated  from  my  family  and  grieved  with  the  disturbed 
state  of  the  eonntry,  I  am  as  happy  as  I  generally  am,  and 
you  know  that  is  not  miserable.  .  .  . 

This  cheerful  letter  was  scarcely  justified  by  the  con- 
ditions then  being  forced  upon  the  people  in  that  quar- 
ter of  the  Confederacy,  but  it  serves  to  illustrate  as  well 
as  any  other  produced  in  this  book  General  Polk's  un- 
varying attitude  toward  even  his  own  family  in  all 
questions  of  state  policy  or  army  movement.  If  mat- 
ters were  not  all  right,  they  soon  would  be.  In  his 
entire  private  correspondence  during  the  war  but  one 
exception  occurs,  and  that  came  just  after  tlie  defeat  at 
Gettysburg  and  tlie  fall  of  Vicksburg,  where  in  writing 
Bishop  Elliott  a  confidential  letter  he  said : 

As  to  the  army  as  it  stands,  we  have  no  fear ;  but  it  is  not 
strong  enough.  It  must  be  increased.  We  have  tbe  men,  and 
they  should  be  put  into  the  ranks.    To  accomplish  this  more 
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vigor  is  required  in  the  Admiaistration.  Via  action  is  not 
decided  enoagh.  Bnt  the  indication  whioh  I  think  most  ^g- 
niflcant  is  the  tendency  now  mawifesting  itself  in  different  State» 
among  the  people  to  let  down.    This  must  be  looked  to. 

At  this  time  no  such  tendency  bad  shown  itself,  as  was 
being  proved  in  the  readiness  with  which  the  people  sur- 
rendered their  property  to  tie  army,  or  submitted  to  its 
loss  where  its  destruction  was  deemed  necessary  as  a 
part  of  the  war  policy.  This  was  particularly  notice- 
able along  the  Mississippi  River,  where  lat^e  quantities 
of  cotton  were  being  burned  by  the  government  to  pre- 
vent the  possibility  of  it  being  disposed  of  to  buyers 
outside  the  Confederate  lines,  who  were  ofiEering  the 
enormous  prices  wliieh  that  staple  commanded  during 
this  period  of  scarcity. 

Oeneral  Polk  was  one  of  the  heaviest  losers  by  this 
act  of  destruction.  In  fact,  it  dealt  the  finishing  blow 
to  what  remained  of  his  fortune ;  and  as  the  above  letter 
was  written  but  a  few  days  after  he  had  heard  of  his 
loss,  it  becomes  an  index  of  the  man's  spirit,  not  only  in 
the  face  of  public  disaster  but  of  private  calamity  as 
well. 
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THE    KENTUCKY    CAMPAIGN. 
June  21  to  November,  1862. 

Qenaril  BeBureKard  relieved  from  command. — Appointment  of  General 
Brags  ^  commander-in-chief. — A  promising  outlcK>k. —  General  Buell'a 
advance  toward  Chattanooga. — Reinf orcementg  for  General  Kirby  Smith. 

—  General  Van  Dom  opposed  to  General  Grant General  Bragg  de- 

termineB  on  an  offenaivo  campaign. —  Movement  against  Ciunberluid 
Qap. — The  Army  of  MiBsisaippI  advanceB  into  Middle  Tennessee. — 
Hovements  in  Kentucky. — General  Kirby  Smith  defeats  General  Nel- 
son at  lUchmond. —  Confederate  enthuBiasm. — General  Buell'a  position 
at  Bowling  Green. —  Importance  of  LouiaTille.^  Capture  of  Humfords- 
Tille.— General  Bragg'a  diseomftture.  -  General  BneU  enters  Louis- 
ville.—  RearrangemtiDt  of  the  campaign. —  Endeavors  to  form  Con- 
federate government  in  Kentucky. —  Favorable  condilJODB  tor  a  cam- 
paign.— General  Bragg's  plans.—  General  Polk's  dilemma. —  Conflicting 
situations  and  orders.— General  Buell  oatgenerala  General  Bragg,— 
Situation  Iwfore  Perryville.— Genera]  Bragg's  plans.^  General  Hai^ 
dee's  letter.-  Battle  of  PerryTiUs.-  Spirit  of  the  Confederate  troops.— 
Confederate  retreat  to  Harrodsbnrg.— Peats  of  gallantry  at  Perry, 
ville,—  Heroism  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Parsons.-  General  Folk's  nar- 
row escape.— The  Confederates  abandon  Kentucky.— General  Bragg 
resnmea  command  of  the  Array  of  Mississippi.- Polk  ordered  to  Rich- 
mond.-Interview  with  the  President.— Appendix. 

On  the  21st  of  June  the  army  was  surprised  by  the 
announcement  that  General  Beaurepard  had  been  re- 
lieved from  the  command,  and  that  General  Bragg  was 
appointed   in   his  stead.      The  event   had  been   fore- 
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shadowed,  however,  by  what  was  known  conceming  the 
state  of  Beauregard's  health,  and,  while  many  regretted 
the  change,  all  hailed  the  new  chief  as  the  commander 
who  was  to  reverse  the  line  of  disasters  that  had  I'e- 
cently  so  heavily  pressed  upon  them.  General  Bragg 
began  his  administration  with  vigor,  and  it  was  soon 
whispered  about  that  a  movement  upon  the  enemy  was 
in  the  near  future.  As  commander  of  the  Array  of  Mis- 
sissippi ho  had  been  most  <iOnspi<!UOU8  in  fighting  the 
demoralization  which  fell  upon  the  troops  after  the 
failure  at  Shiloh.  The  laxness  which  marked  many 
commands  had  yielded  to  his  etem  discipline,  and  the 
administration  of  the  general  affairs  of  his  force  was 
such  that  without  ex^geration  it  may  be  said  that  it 
had  become  as  efficient  a  body  of  men  as  any  of  equal 
size  within  the  limits  of  the  contending  armies,  Federal 
and  Confederate, 

Having  proved  his  ability  as  an  oi^nizer.  General 
Bragg  was  now  to  test  himself  upon  the  higher  field  of 
grand  tactics  and  strategy. 

The  first  element  of  a  commander's  success  is  the  con- 
fidence of  his  army,  and  this  General  Bra^  then  pos- 
sessed to  the  fullest  extent.  It  possessed  the  army  from 
the  highest  to  the  lowest,  and,  eagerly  awaiting  his 
commands,  all  held  themselves  ready  to  do  his  bidding. 
General  Polk,  it  is  well  to  say,  fully  shared  this  feeling. 
Witnessing,  as  he  did,  the  admirable  results  of  the 
efforts  toward  improving  the  condition  of  the  army,  he 
was  prepared  to  find  in  General  Bragg  all  that  was 
claimed  for  him  as  the  future  director  of  the  fortunes  of 
the  Confederacy  in  that  quarter  of  the  field. 

In  the  latter  part  of  July,  General  Kirby  Smith,  the 
commander  of  the  Department  of  East  Tennessee,  in- 
formed General  Bragg  that  Geueral  Buell  was  pressing 
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him  in  the  direction  of  Chattanooga,  and  asked  for  as- 
sistance. He  also  proposed  that  General  Bra^  should 
transfer  his  army  to  his  department,  and  initiate  from 
there  an  offensive  campaign  into  Middle  Tennessee  and 
Kentucky,  offering  to  place  himself  and  his  entire  com- 
mand under  Cfeneral  Bra^s  direction  for  that  purpose. 
This  proposition  and  offer  was  suhmitted  to  the  govern- 
ment at  Richmond,  which  in  turn  approved  the  step. 
Finding  that  the  enemy  in  West  Tennessee  was  disposed 
to  remain  quiet,  General  Bragg  accepted  General  Smith's 
proposal,  and  transferred  to  the  threatened  point  Mo- 
Cown's  division  of  General  Van  Dom's  command,  and 
later  four  divisions  of  the  Army  of  Mississippi,  leaving 
in  Mississippi  General  Van  Dom  and  the  troops  origi- 
nally brought  by  that  officer  from  the  Trans-Mississippi 
Department.  General  Breckinridge's  division  of  Ken- 
tucky troops,  which  a  short  time  before  had  been  de- 
tached from  the  Army  of  Mississippi  for  operations  in 
east  Louisiana,  was  left  to  replace  MeCown's  division. 
This  prov^  an  unfortunate  exchange,  as  was  shown  by 
the  absence  of  General  Breckinridge  and  his  men  from 
Kentucky  at  a. time  when  their  influence  was  needed  for 
the  furtherance  of  Greneral  Bragg's  plans. 

Qener^  Van  Dom  was  assigned  the  duty  of  watching, 
and,  if  need  be,  operating  against,  General  Grant,  the 
Federal  commander  in  West  Tennessefe.  He  was  also 
charged  with  the  defenses  of  the  Mississippi  River  at 
Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson. 

The  Army  of  Mississippi  arrived  at  Chattanooga 
early  in  August,  and  was  there  reorganized.  Two  corps 
were  formed,  which  were  designated  as  the  right  and 
left  wings  of  the  army.  General  Polk,  who  had  been 
acting  as  second  in  command,  was  assigned  the  right 
wing,  while  the  left  was  assigned  to  General  Hajiiee, 
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The  division  commanders  for  the  right  were  Cfenerals 
Cheatham  and  Withers ;  for  the  left,  Generals  Buekner 
and  Patton  Anderson.  The  cavalry  of  the  army  con- 
sisted of  the  brigades  of  Generals  John  Morgan  and 
Forrest,  and  Colonel  Wheeler.  Morgan  had  heen  oper- 
ating in  central  Kentucky  for  some  weeks,  and  Forrest 
was  then  performing  a  similar  service  in  Middle  Tennes- 
see.    Wheeler  remmned  with  the  army. 

Finding  that  General  Buell's  advance  upon  Chatta- 
nooga had  been  suspended,  and  learning  through  For- 
rest that  his  force  was  scattered  throughout  Middle 
Tennessee,  apparently  for  the  object  of  fortifying  and 
holding  the  more  important  positions,  General  Bragg 
determined  to  inaugurate  the  campaign  at  once.  Plans 
had  been  carefully  considered  by  the  government.  Gen- 
eral Kirby  Smith,  and  himself,  and  it  was  finally  con- 
cluded that  the  movement  should  be  directed  against 
General  Buell's  left  and  rear,  with  the  view  of  regaining 
not  only  Middle  Tennessee,  but  as  much  of  central  and 
eastern  Kentucky  as  might  be  possible. 

The  Federal  forces  which  had  to  be  considered  in  this 
campaign  were  practically  the  disjointed  segments  of 
General  HaUeck's  former  command,  viz.,  Grant  and  Rose- 
crans  in  West  Tennessee,  Buell  in  Middle  Tennessee,  and 
Wright  in  central  and  eastern  Kentucky, 

In  the  main  the  Federal  forces  were  scattered  along 
the  railroad  lines  in  the  separate  military  districts  which 
they  proposed  to  hold,  but  their  supply  of  rail  and  river 
transportation  was  sufficient  to  permit  proper  concen- 
tration in  case  of  need.  The  only  isolated  command 
was  the  garrison  at  Cumberland  Gap  under  General 
George  Moi^an.  This  position  was  well  fortified,  how- 
ever, and  in  addition  was  supplied  with  food  and  am- 
munition sufficient  for  a  siege. 
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In  making  Ma  dispositions  General  Bra^  opposed 
Van  Dom  to  Generals  Grant  and  Rosecrans  in  West 
Tennessee ;  General  Kirby  Smith,  together  with  Hum- 
phrey Marshall's  small  command  in  southwest  Virginia, 
he  opposed  to  the  forces  of  General  Wright  in  central 
Kentucky  and  at  Cumberland  Gap ;  while  with  his  own 
immediate  command,  the  Army  of  Mississippi,  he  under- 
took the  operations  against  General  BueU.  General  Van 
Dom  was  now  ordered  to  move  upon  Grant  so  as  to  pre- 
vent the  sending  of  reinforcements  to  Buell  or  Wright 
General  Smith  was  directed  at  the  same  time  to  move 
upon  Cumberland  Gap,  capture  it  if  possible,  but,  if  not 
possible,  to  leave  a  force  to  watch  it,  and  with  the  re- 
mainder of  his  command  pass  to  its  rear,  unite  with 
Marshall  (already  ordered  to  move  forward),  and  march 
into  central  Kentucky.  The  line  marked  out  for  his 
immediate  command  was  an  advance  into  Middle  Ten- 
nessee by  way  of  Sparta  under  cover  of  the  eastern  slope 
of  the  Cumberland  Mountains.  He  intended  to  engi^ 
Buell  south  of  the  Cumberland  River  if  possible;  but 
if  such  a  course  should  prove  impracticable  it  was  the 
intention  to  move  directly  north,  enter  Kentucky,  unite 
with  Smith,  and  theu  fight  the  decisive  battle  for  the 
possession  of  the  State. 

This  combined  movement  was  earnestly  supported  by 
all  General  Bragg's  ofiicers,  and  was  cordially  approved 
by  the  government.  The  dispositions  which  be  made 
were  comprehensive,  and  but  for  the  intervals  separat- 
ing the  columns  they  were  as  complete  as  the  circum- 
stances permitted. 

Thus  was  inaugurated  the  most  extensive,  and,  had 
it  been  successful,  far-reaching  campaign  ever  attempted 
by  any  Confederate  commander.  It  appealed  to  the 
enthusiasm  of  the  people  as  well  as  to  that  of  the  sol- 
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diera,  becauge  it  was  a  practical  answer  to  all  that  the 
former  in  its  anxiety  was  urging  upon  the  government, 
and  was  in  the  direct  line  of  what  the  army  felt  to  be 


Late  in  August  the  Army  of  Mississippi  crossed  the 
Tennessee  River  at  Chattanooga,  and  on  the  28th  took 
up  its  line  of  march  across  the  Cumberland  Mountains 
to  Sparta  in  Middle  Tennessee.  It  then  numbered  31,500 
men  of  all  arms,  includitig  the  commands  of  Wbeeler 
and  Forrest. 

Meanwhile  General  Buell,  gathering  at  Murfi-eesboro 
some  30,000  men,  prepared  to  offer  an  active  resistance. 

The  opposing  forces,  as  then  constituted,  were  almost 
equal,  but  the  advantages  of  concentration  and  clearness 
of  purpose  were  with  General  Bi-agg,  General  Buell, 
now  on  the  defensive,  had  n()t  penetrated  his  opponent's 
designs  sufficiently  to  enable  him  to  determine  definitely 
the  direction  of  his  blow,  but  he  kept  well  between  bis 
enemy  and  Nashville. 

Halting  at  Sparta  a  day  or  two.  General  Bragg  care- 
fully studied  the  situation.  Had  his  information  shown 
that  Buell  would  remain  at  Murfreesboro,  no  doubt 
he  would  have  moved  upon  him  at  once ;  but  Forrest, 
whose  statements  were  rarely  misleading,  reported  the 
enemy  as  abandoning  that  position  and  concentrating 
at  Nashville. 

Knowing  that  Nashville' had  been  well  fortified,  and 
that  it  contained  abuudaat  provisions  for  an  army, 
General  Bragg  wisely  decided  to  relinquish  for  the 
present  his  design  upon  Middle  Tennessee,  and,  instead, 
to  push  boldly  into  Kentucky,  where  General  Smith  bad 
already  secured  a  good  foothold.  In  adopting  this 
course  he  did  not  fail,  however,  to  provide  for  the  occu- 
pation of  Middle  Tennessee.    General  Samuel  Jones,  the 
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commaader  at  Chattanooga,  was  instructed,  with  such 
Few  troops  a&  he  could  gather  together,  to  advance  along 
the  railroad  toward  Nashville  as  far  as  might  he  pru- 
dent ;  and  at  a  later  period,  when  in  Kentucky,  General 
Bragg  sent  Forrest,  with  two  regiments,  to  the  same 
region.  It  was  hoped  that  General  Van  Dom  would  be 
able  to  cooperate  with  this  force.  But  bis  defeat,  to  be 
mentioned  soon,  rendered  this  impossible. 

General  Kirby  Smith,  as  has  been  said,  had  already 
crossed  the  mountains  near  Cumberland  Gap,  whence, 
leaving  Stevenson's  division  to  wat«h  Moi^an,  whom 
he  foimd  too  strong  to  be  attacked  in  position,  he  had 
advanced  rapidly  into  Kentucky.  General  Nelson,  com- 
manding the  central  district  of  Kentucky,  hastily  gath- 
ering some  10,000  troops,  attempted  to  check  his  prog- 
ress at  Bii'hmond;  but  Smith,  with  a  fort^e  of  about 
5000  well-organized  and  comparatively  seasoned  troops, 
promptly  attacked,  and  after  a  severe  conflict  routed  his 
opponent,  wounded  bim,  and  captured  5000  of  his  men, 
with  all  of  bis  trains  and  most  of  his  artillery.  Allow- 
ing his  enemy  no  time  to  recuperate,  General  Smith 
pursued  vigorously,  and  speedQy  made  himself  master 
of  central  Kentucky,  Concentrating  his  forces  at  Lex- 
ington, he  occupied  the  enemy  by  threatening  Louisville 
and  Cincinnati,  while  he  awaited  fnrther  developments. 

The  news  of  General  Smith's  success  reached  General 
Bragg's  army  about  the  time  it  left  Sparta,  and  it  served 
to  quicken  an  enthusiasm  already  at  a  high  pitch.  For- 
rest now  reported  the  Federal  troops  evacuating  Nash- 
ville and  moving  north  to  Bowling  Green,  or  perhaps 
Louisville,  which  was  interpreted  as  a  virtual  abandon- 
ment of  Middle  Tennessee  in  order  that  General  Buell 
might  better  secure  and  hold  his  communications  with 
his  base  at  Louisville.     It  appeared  evident  that  there 
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was  to  be  a  race  between  the  opposing  forces  for  the 
vantage-ground  in  Kentucky,  and,  disceniing  more 
clearly  the  objeets  of  the  campaign,  the  soldiers  entered 
upon  it  with  the  greatest  ardor ;  even  the  lazy  and  some- 
times obstreperons  teamsters  canght  the  infection,  so 
that  the  trains,  the  chief  cause  of  delay  on  such  occa- 
sions, were  always  well  in  place. 

General  Polk's  corps  leading,  the  advance  marched 
from  Sparta  on  September  5.  Moving  rapidly,  he 
reached  Glasgow  on  the  12th,  and  under  orders  from 
General  Bragg  promptly  seized  the  Louisville  and  Nash- 
ville railroad  north  of  Bowling  Green,  at  Proctor's  sta- 
tion and  Cave  City  station. 

(General  Bragg  now  stood  upon  General  Buell's  com- 
munications, and  at  the  same  time  occupied  a  position 
from  which  he  could  easily  unite  with  General  Smith, 
who,  then  operating  about  Lexington,  was  dispatched 
(on  the  9th)  to  be  ready  for  a  concentration  of  all  the 
forces.  As  stated  to  General  Polk  in  a  dispatch  of  the 
10th,  General  Bragg's  design  upon  reaching  Glasgow 
was  to  "strike  a  blow"  at  Bowling  Green,  but  General 
Buell,  who  had  not  been  idle,  frustrated  the  plan. 
Wisely  leaving  a  division  to  hold  Nashville,  he  had 
moved  north  in  search  of  his  enemy,  with  a  force  aug- 
mented by  two  divisions,  which,  in  spit«  of  Van  Dom, 
General  Grant  had  sent  him.  His  advance  reached 
Bowling  Green  coincident  with  General  Polk's  arrival 
at  Glasgow,  and  by  the  time  General  Bragg  had  brought 
all  his  force  to  Glasgow  the  bulk  of  the  Federal  army 
was  near  enough  to  Bowling  Green  to  be  placed  behind 
its  fortifications  before  the  Confederate  army  could  have 
reached  it.  If  General  Bra^  seriously  entertained  the 
idea  of  taking  Bowling  Green  at  that  date,  he  lost  his 
opportunity  when  he  failed  to  march  directly  upon  it 
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after  crossing  the  Cumberland  River,  It  was  evident, 
however,  that  the  blow  at  Bowling  Green  was  a  contin- 
gent operation,  to  be  attempted  or  not,  as  eonditions 
might  permit,  after  the  railroad  communication  with 
Louisville  had  been  interrupted.  When  this  had  been 
accomplished  it  was  plainly  seen  that  the  opportunity 
had  escaped ;  consequently  the  design  upon  Bowling 
Green  was  abandoned.  The  union  with  General  Smith 
had  been'  practically  secured,  however;  for,  although 
separated  from  him  by  some  sixty  or  seventy  miles,  the 
roads  were  of  unusu^  excellence  and  led  through  an 
abundant  countty,  and  no  enemy  was  so  placed  a&  to 
impede  the  junction  in  the  slightest  degree.  General 
Smith  had  informed  General  Bragg  that  he  had  cap- 
tured a  lai^  amount  of  army  supplies,  so  that  the 
army  was  assured  not  only  of  strength  but  of  plenty  in 
that  direction. 

The  object  of  the  campaign  being  the  reoccupation  of 
Middle  Tennessee  and  as  much  of  Kentucky  as  could 
be  secured,  it  was  evideut  that  General  Buell  must  be 
brought  to  a  decisive  battle,  and,  if  possible,  defeated. 
Unless  this  was  accomplished  the  campaign  could  not  be 
a  success.  But  General  Buell  occupied  a  strongly  forti- 
fied position  at  Bowling  Green,  was  abundantly  supplied 
with  provisions,  and  could  flght  or  not  as  he  saw  fit.  If 
he  would  abaadon  his  fortifications,  General  Bragg,  who 
then  knew  nothing  of  the  reinforcements  from  Grant, 
would  have  fought  him  willingly ;  but  this  it  was  thought 
he  would  not  do.  In  fact,  General  BueU's  advance  a  day 
or  two  later  toward  Glasgow  was  construed  as  a  recon- 
noissance  rather  than  the  movement  of  his  entire  army. 
It  was  evident  that  the  country  about  Glasgow  and  Bowl- 
ing Green  was  too  poorly  provisioned  to  await  there  his 
pleasure,  for  it  meant  starvation.    It  appeared,  therefore, 
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that  any  direct  attempt  upon  Buell's  array  must  be 
abandoned  for  the  present.  There  was  another  objeet- 
ive,  however,  the  capture  of  which  would  secure  to  the 
Confederates  advantages  second  only  to  the  destruction 
of  Buell's  army,  and  that  weis  the  city  of  LouisviUe. 
This  was  General  Buell's  base  of  supphes,  and  at  this 
time  was  filled  with  army  stores  of  every  description. 
But  more  than  all,  it  was  the  chief  city  of  the  State, 
and  its  possession  would  carry  an  amount  of  prestige 
which  could  be  abundantly  utilized,  not  only  from  a 
military  standpoint,  but  from  a  political  one  as  well, 
in  securing  the  purposes  of  the  campaign.  To  move 
upon  it  involved  no  loss  of  position,  and  every  mile 
gained  in  that  direction  only  placed  General  Bragg 
that  much  nearer  General  Smith  and  his  abundant  sup- 
plies. Since  General  Buell  could  not  be  successfully 
reached,  it  was  obvious  that  Louisville  must  be  secured. 
Fortunately,  General  Smith,  by  threatening  Cincinnati, 
was  drawing  away  the  reinforcements  intended  for 
Louisville.  Everything,  therefore,  pointed  to  a  contin- 
uation of  the  march  north.  General  Br^g,  of  course, 
saw  it  all,  and  began  his  arrangements  to  carry  this 
plan  into  effect. 

On  the  15th  he  wrote  General  Smith  to  be  ready  by 
the  23d  to  cooperate  with  him  in  the  advance  upon 
LouisviUe,  whUe  Smitli,  conscious  of  the  importance  of  - 
the  movement,  wrote  on  the  same  date  urging  a  similar 
course  upon  Gener^  Bra^,  and  made  his  dispositions 
to  that  end,  as  shown  in  letters  of  the  18th,  19th,  21st, 
and  23d  of  September.^ 

Hardly  had  this  combined  movement  been  initiated 
when  there  occurred  one  of  those  side  issues  which  in 
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the  life  of  an  army  often  exercises  an  important  influ- 
ence upon  its  fortunes.  General  John  R  Chalmers,  a 
favorite  officer  with  the  commanding  general,  who  had 
been  placed  with  his  brigade  so  as  to  hold  the  railroad 
at  Cave  City,  acting  without  orders,  made  an  injudi- 
cious and  unsuccessful  attack  upou  the  fortified  camp  at 
Munfordsville,  a  point  a  few  miles  to  the  north  of  the 
post  assigned  him.  The  position  in  itself  was  one  of 
no  special  importance  at  that  time,  but  0-enend  Bragg^ 
thought  the  affair  might  affect  injuriously  the  morale 
of  his  army ;  and,  as  the  place  could  be  taken  without 
any  departure  from  the  shortest  and  most  available 
route  toward  Louisville,  he  marched  his  army  toward 
it  and  speedily  captured  it,  with  its  garrison  of  4267 
men.  This  was  accomplished  on  the  morning  of  the 
17th.  Knowing  that  time  pressed,  it  was  supposed  that 
the  army  would  at  (nice  resume  its  marcli  toward  Louis- 
ville. This,  however,  was  not  done.  General  Buell  was 
reported  advancing  from  Bowling  Green,  On  the  18th 
he  reached  the  vicinity  of  Cave  City,  and,  pending  the 
arrival  of  Thomas's  division,  took  a  strong  defensive 
position.  For  the  first  time  General  Bragg  now  faced 
a  test  of  higher  generalship,  and  the  manner  in  which 
he  bore  himself  proved  a  shock  to  his  subordinates. 
Singularly  elated  over  the  relatively  insignificant  event 
of  Munfordsville,  for  a  day  or  two  he  seemed  unable  to 
determine  definitely  his  future  course.  Wavering  be- 
tween his  original  purpose  of  joining  General  Smith  on 
the  one  hand,  and  of  fighting  Buell  at  Munfordsville 
on  the  other,  he  finally  adopted  the  latter  course.  But 
scarcely  had  he  reached  this  eoneluBion  when  he  dis- 
covered that  with  the  arrival  of  Thomas,  who  came  up 
on  the  20th,  General  Buell  had  become  too  strong  to  be 
attacked  with  any  hope  of  that  complete  success  which 
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was  indispeDsable  to  his  army  as  it  then  stood.  (General 
Bragg  therefore  withdrew  from  Munfordsville  on  the 
20th,  and  resumed  his  march  northward.  Five  days  had 
been  lost,  and  in  view  of  the  great  objeets  of  the  cam- 
paign and  the  possibilities  of  those  five  days,  it  is  not  too 
much  to  say  that  they  were  thrown  away. 

Instead  of  keeping  between  Buell  and  Louisville,  Gien- 
eral  Bragg  now  turned  to  the  right,  and  on  the  22d  took 
up  a  position  at  Bardstown,  some  fifteen  miles  east  of  the 
more  direct  route  to  that  eity. 

When  General  Bragg  reached  Bardstown  he  expected 
to  find  Smith's  force  close  at  hand,  and  he  still  hoped 
to  be  in  position  to  carry  out  his  design  upon  Louis- 
ville or  turn  upon  Buell  as  seemed  best,  but  instead 
of  this  he  learned  that  Smith  had  been  diverted  by 
the  escape  of  the  garrison  from  Cumberland  Gap.  It 
had  been  expected  both  by  General  BrE^g  and  General 
Smith  that  General  Marshall,  commanding  the  small 
cooperating  force  from  southwest  Vii^nia,  would  be  at 
hand  by  this  date  (September  22),  and  that  to  his  com- 
mand, together  with  that  of  Gfeueral  Stevenson  and  the 
cavalry  of  General  John  Morgan,  could  be  left  the  duty 
of  opposing  this  force.  But  Marshall  was  not  at  hand, 
and  as  the  escaping  Federal  garrison  was  well  ahead 
of  Stevenson,  moving  apparently  on  Lexington,  General 
Smith  saw  no  way  to  protect  all  that  he  had  gained  at 
Lexington  in  the  way  of  army  suppUes  but  by  turning 
his  own  force  gainst  it.  This  he  intimated  to  General 
Bragg  on  the  21st.  In  the  sEune  letter,  however,  he 
said ;  "  My  force  is  now  at  Georgetown  and  Paris,  and 
will  join  you  by  a  rapid  march  if,  under  existing  circum- 
stances, you  80  direct."  And  on  the  23d  he  again  wrote 
that  with  11,000  men  he  would  move  to  Frankfort  on 
the  24th,  so  as  to  be  in  supporting  distance  for  cora- 
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bined  operations  gainst  Buell.  Bat  on  the  24th '  he 
reported  tlie  enemy  near  at  hand,  and  said  that  he 
would  turn  to  intercept  him,  and  in  the  absence  of 
orders  to  the  contrary  he  did  this  on  the  evening  of 
the  same  date.  It  took  about  twenty-four  hours  for 
communications  to  pass  from  General  Smith  to  Gen- 
eral Bra^,  so  that  General  Bragg  learned  definitely  of 
Smith's  diversion  on  the  night  of  the  25th.  Coincident 
almost  witli  the  arrival  of  this  information  the  head  of 
Buell's  column  entered  Louisville. 

This  closed  the  first  act  of  the  Kentucky  campaign. 
The  brilliant  possibilities  of  the  situation  at  Glasgow 
ten  days  before  had  not  been  realized.  Louisville 
and  General  Buell's  army  had  }H)th  escaped,  and  now, 
united,  stood  ready  to  initiate  the  second  act  of  the 
campaign. 

General  Bragg,  confident  at  Muntordsville,  at  Bards- 
town  began  to  suggest  failure,  and  in  a  letter  of  the 
25th  to  General  Cooper  at  Richmond  laid  the  blame  to 
tJie  supineness  of  the  citizens  of  Kentucky,  and  to  the 
inaction  of  Van  Dom  in  north  Mississippi-  In  express- 
ing the  first  he  was  forgetful  of  General  Smith's  warn- 
ing to  him  that  little  was  to  be  expected  from  Kentucky 
so  long  as  BueU's  army  remained  undefeated ;  and  in  the 
second  he  allowed  himself  to  express  a  censure  which 
the  facts  were  far  from  warranting.  In  his  effort  to 
obey  instructions  Van  Dom  was  defeated  by  Grant  and 
Roseerans  at  Corinth  and  luka.  But  General  Bragg 
claimed  that  he  himself  had  before  him  the  armies  of 
Grant,  Roseerans,  and  Buell  combined,  and  that  this 
would  not  have  been  had  Van  Dom  moved  into  West 
Tennessee  as  ordered. 

A  truer  estimate  of  Van  Dom's  part  in  General 
I  ■'  Official  EecortU,  War  of  Rebellion,"  toL  ivi,  pt.  ii,  p.  870. 
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Bragg's  campaign  is  contained  in  the  indorsement  of 
President  Davis  upon  General  Bragg's  letter:  "There 
was  an  evident  error  as  to  the  withdrawal  of  the  enemy 
from  Tennessee.  The  battle  of  Corinth  shows  the  impos- 
sihility  of  the  advance  referred  to,  as  the  part  required 
of  Gfenerals  Van  Dom  and  Price." 

History  must  search  elsewhere  for  General  Bragg's 
discomfiture.  As  already  intimated,  the  impression  pre- 
vailed at  the  time  of  its  occurrence,  and  the  record  con- 
firms it,  that  the  loss  of  time  incurred  in  moving  from 
Glasgow  to  Bardstown  was  the  cause  of  the  failure.  The 
garrison  at  Munfordsville  surrendered  on  the  morning 
of  the  17th.  The  Confederate  force  eould  have  been  at 
Bardstown  on  the  20th.  General  Smith  should  have 
been  ui^ed  to  hurry  forward  toward  Louisville ;  and, 
seeing  that  he  did  not  turn  back  toward  Morgan  until 
the  evening  of  the  24th,  but  was  actively  continuing  his 
preparations  \o  join  General  Bragg,  the  combined  forces 
could  easily  have  been  at  Louisville  on  the  23d,  the  day 
originally  designated  by  General  Bragg  for  that  pur- 
pose, and,  as  it  proved,  two  days  before  General  Buell's 
arrival,  who  had  moved  with  all  possible  speed,' 

Better  still  would  it  have  been  had  'Munfordsville  been 
ignored  altogether,  for  the  fruits  of  that  success  were 
a  poor  substitute  for  the  greater  stakes  that  were  lost 
through  taking  it. 

It  is  evident  that  the  distance  separating  Bra^  and 
Smith  was  a  cause  of  embarrassment  in  framing  the 
necessary  orders  for  cooperation,  as  it  was  impossible  to 
determine  the  relative  importance  of  events  that  might 
be  transpiring  upon  the  two  fronts ;  but  this  was  a  strong 
additional  reason  for  shortening  that  distance  as  rapidly 
s  held  by  a  eraaU  and 
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as  possible,  for  in  that  way  alone  could  ai\  the  problems 
be  properly  weighed.  As  was  proven  subsequently,  the 
BitaatiOD  was  favorable  (or  the  concentration,  and  it  only 
needed  positive  orders  from  Bragg  to  Smith  to  bring  it 
about,  and  that,  too,  in  ample  time  for  the  accomplish- 
ment of  the  greater  objects  of  the  campaign. 

Prior  to  the  24th  of  September  the  advantage  of 
position  remained  with  the  Confederate  forces.  But 
the  arrival  of  General  Buell  in  Louisville  changed  the 
situation  materially.  Coincident  with  his  advent  to  the 
city,  reinforcements  were  poured  in  upon  him,  so  that  in 
five  days  he  controlled  at  that  point  an  army  numbering 
within  a  fraction  of  70,000  men.  General  Wright  was 
hurrying  his  preparations  at  Cincinnati,  which  point 
General  Morgan,  with  the  force  from  Cimiberland  Gap, 
was  fast  approaching.  It  was  safe,  then,  to  count  upon 
a  force  in  that  quarter  of  not  less  than  25,000  men,  giv- 
ing to  tlie  Federal  generals  about  95,000  men  available 
for  field  operation  in  the  immediate  future. 

Against  this  array  General  Bragg  cx>uld  oppose  about 
52,000  men  of  all  arms.  It  was  a  veteran  force,  how- 
ever, and,  handled  properly,  was  capable  of  gaining  far 
better  results  than  it  obtained. 

The  change  in  affairs  in  General  Bragg's  front  ren- 
dered imperative  a  rearrangement  of  the  lines  of  the 
campaign. 

Two  lines  of  action  were  left  open  to  the  Confeder- 
ates :  one  looked  to  the  occupation  of  Bowling  Green, 
Cumberland  Gap,  and  Nashville,  and  the  obstruction  of 
the  Cumberland  River  below  NashvUIe,  witli  a  view  to 
reestablisliing  in  part  the  line  held  the  previous  spring 
by  General  Sidney  Johnston;  the  other  looked  to  the 
occupation  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  in  order  that  the 
friends  of  the  Confederacy  there  might  be  encouraged 


b>  Google 


^t.  56]  THE  CONTENDING  FOJRCES.  135 

to  organize  a  State  government  and  actively  unite  them- 
selves with  the  fortunes  of  the  southern  States. 

Political  reasons  seem  to  have  determined  the  adop- 
tion of  the  latter  plan.  In  accordance  with  this  view, 
General  Bragg,  on  September  28,  turned  over  the  com- 
mand of  the  Army  of  Mississippi  at  Bardstown  to  Gen- 
eral Polk,  and  departed  for  Lexington  to  confer  with 
General  Smith  and  make  arrangements  for  inaugurating 
a  provisional  State  government,  the  officers  for  which 
had  already  been  selected  by  the  representatives  of  Ken- 
tucky then  within  the  Confederate  lines. 

In  order  the  better  to  comprehend  this  narrative, 
some  further  allusion  to  the  number  and  disposition  of 
the  contending  forces  is  necessary.  On  September  30 
General  Buell,  with  abtmt  70,000  men,  at  Louisville, 
was  ready  to  advance.  General  Wright,  awaiting  the 
arrival  of  Morgan,  was  not  ready  to  move  from  Cincin- 
nati, nor  was  it  probable  that  his  force  would  be  before 
October  10,  and  as  a  fact  it  took  no  part  in  the  cam- 
paign until  it  had  about  ended.  Practically,  therefore, 
General  Bnell's  force  was  the  only  foe  opposed  actively 
to  General  Bragg,  and  was  the  one  considered  by  him 
in  the  approaching  campaign.  General  Bra^s  force 
was  divided  between  Polk  and  Smith,  the  first  at  Bards- 
town, the  second  scattered  between  Frankfort,  Lexing- 
ton, and  Danville,  bnt  moving  to  a  concentration  at 
Frankfort.  In  round  numbers  it  may  be  said  that 
Polk's  and  Smith's  commands  numbered  each  about 
26,000  men  of  all  arms,  giving  General  Bra^,  as  has 
been  already  said,  52,000  men.  But  this  force  was  widely 
scattered,  the  two  main  bodies  being  not  less  than  fifty 
miles  apart,  while  General  Buell's  force,  concentrated 
and  well  in  hand,  stood  with  one  half  of  General  Bragg's 
army  forty  miles  to  the  south  of  it,  and  the  other  half  a 
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somewhat  greater  distance  to  the  east  With  these 
facts  in  mind  we  return  to  the  narrative  of  events  as 
they  arose. 

Before  leaving  Bardstown  General  Br^g  had  8elect«d 
Bryantsville,  in  the  fork  of  the  Dicks  and  Kentucky 
rivers,  as  a  temporary  base;  had  ordered  the  supplies 
captured  at  Lexington  to  be  sent  there ;  and  from  thence 
had  established,  by  way  of  Cumberland  Gap,  a  line  of 
coramuaication  with  his  base  proper,  the  railroad  in 


J, TRACING    OF^ 


East  Tennessee.  His  instructions  to  General  Polk  were 
to  remain  at  Bardstown,  and,  if  pressed  by  a  forcelxjo 
large  to  justify  giving  battle,  to  fall  back  on.  the  line  to- 
ward Bryantsville  in  order  to  control  his  communiea- 
tions  and  be  in  position  to  unite  with  General  Smith's 
column.  A  reference  to  the  map  wUl  show  the  relative 
position  of  these  various  points. 
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From  Louisville  as  a  center,  macadamized  roads  ex- 
tended thronghout  the  State.  These  highways  were  in- 
tersected at  various  points  by  equally  good  roads,  and 
from  every  town  of  any  importance  in  central  Kentucky 
the  same  radiating  and  connecting  system  of  macadam- 
ized roads  prevailed,  eo  that  when,  in  addition  to  this 
fact,  the  abundance  of  the  country  is  considered,  it  is 
not  too  much  to  say  no  fairer  region  for  campaigning 
could  be  found  on  the  American  continent.  There  was 
one  drawback  at  this  season,  however,  and  that  was  the 
scarcity  of  wat«r. 

On  the  1st  of  October  General  Polk  received  from 
General  Bragg,  then  at  Danville,  a  letter  dat«d  Septem- 
ber 30,  directing  him  to  move  up  toward  Louisville  and 
occupy  Taylorsville,  Shepardsville,  Mount  Washington, 
and  Elizabeth  (see  map).  All  except  the  last  named 
were  villa^s  situated  upon  the  principal  roads  leading 
from  Louisville  to  Bardstown,  and  were  about  half-Way 
between  the  two  places.  In  the  same  letter  he  told 
Polk  that  Stevenson's  division  of  Smith's  command, 
withdrawn  from  the  pursuit  of  Morgan,  and  then  at 
Danville,  would  be  moved  up  to  Shelbyville  to  replace 
Cleburne's  brigade,'  which  then  would  move  to  Taylors- 
ville and  report  to  him.  In  concluding,  he  informed 
General  Polk  that  he  would  be  at  Lexington  the  next 
day,  and  on  Friday  or  Saturday  in  Frankfort,  where  he 
would  inaugurate  the  Governor  of  Kentucky.  No  sooner 
had  Polk  received  these  instructions  than  he  began  put- 
ting them  into  execution.  Hardly  had  the  first  step 
been  taken,  however,  when  Wbarton,  who  commanded 
the  cavalry  in  the  immediate  front,  reported  that  Buell 
was  advancing  upon  him  in  heavy  force.     At  the  same 
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time  Polk  received  a  note  from  Cleburne  at  Shelbyville 
saying  that  the  enemy  in  his  front  was  within  four 
miles  of  his  position,  and  that  he  thought  he  would 
be  compelled  to  fall  baok  on  Frankfort.  The  situation 
was  thus  suddenly  reversed.  General  Buell  was  mov- 
ing to  occupy  Shepardsville,  Mount  Washington,  Tay- 
lorsville,  and  Shelbyville ;  and  upon  each  road  he  was 
reported  in  force,  so  that  clearly  it  was  no  mere  feint. 
General  Polk  directed  his  cavalry  to  further  develop  the 
enemy,  and  to  that  end  moved  up  two  brigades  of  in- 
fantry in  support.  All  this  he  reported  to  General 
Bragg  in  a  letter  dated  10  a.m.  October  2,  and  said 
that  if  an  opportunity  presented  he  would  attack,  but 
if  this  should  be  clearly  inexpedient  he  would  act  upon 
General  Bragg's  original  su^estion  —  that  is,  fall  back 
toward  Bryantsville  by  way  of  Harrodsburg  and  Dan- 
ville, with  a  view  to  union  with  General  Smith.  He 
concluded  by  saying,  "  It  seems  to  me  we  are  too  much 
scattered."  The  substance  of  this  note  was  repeated 
to  General  Bragg  at  a  later  hour  of  the  day.  During 
the  night  of  the  2d  General  Polk  continued  to  receive 
information  of  General  Buell'a  advance,  and  on  the  3d 
Wharton  reported  that  Taylorsville  had  been  occupied 
the  night  before  in  heavy  force,  also  that  the  head  of 
the  Mount  Washington  column  had  crossed  the  Salt 
River  (twelve  miles  from  Bardst«wn)  that  morning,  that 
the  Shepardsville  column  was  moving  forward,  and  that 
everything  indicated  an  advance  of  the  enemy  to  give 
him  battle.^ 

All  the  information  received  by  General  Polk  was 
to  the  effect  that  his  force,  and  not  General  Smith's, 
was  Buell's  objective.     Therefore,  as  he  was  not  strong 

1  See  Colonel  Wharton's  dispatch,  12  M.,  "Offldal  Beoorda,  Wk  of 
Beballion,"  voL  rri,  pt.  11,  p.  900. 
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enough  to  venture  upon  a  general  engagement,  he  de- 
cided to  retire  slowly  along  the  line  already  indicated  hy 
General  Bragg.  This  determination  had  hardly  been 
reached,  however,  when  he  received  a  dispatch  from 
General  Bra^,  then  at  Lexington,  saying : 

October  2. 
A  t«legram  from  Frankfort  repreBente  the  enemy  moving 
,  in  force  on  Shelbyville.  It  may  be  a  recoimoissaiice,  but 
should  it  be  a  real  attack  we  have  them.  We  shall  be  at 
Fraukfort  to-morrow  with  all  of  our  force.  Hold  yourself  m 
readineas,  with  cooked  rations,  to  strike  them  on  the  flank. 
With  Smith  in  front  and  our  own  gallant  army  on  the  flank 
I  see  no  hope  for  Biiell  if  he  is  rash  enough  to  oome  out.  I 
only  fear  it  is  not  true.  I  will  send  you  cavalry  as  soou  as 
this  move  is  developed.  Hold  yourself  informed  by  scouts 
toward  Shelbyville,  and  if  you  discover  that  a  heavy  force 
has  moved  on  Frankfort  strike  without  further  orders,  leav- 
ing your  front  and  flanks  well  covered. 

It  was  evident  from  this  dispatch  that  General  Br^g 
had  a  very  imperfect  knowledge  of  Buell's  movements, 
and  this  impression  was  confirmed  when,  later,  the  fol- 
lowing order,  likewise  from  Lexington,  was  received ; 

October  2,  1  F.U. 
The  enemy  is  certainly  advancing  on  Frankfort.  Put  your 
whole  available  force  in  motion  by  Bloomfleld,  and  stnke  him 
in  flank  and  rear.  If  we  can  combine  our  movements  he  is 
certainly  lost.  Your  information  of  the  30th  was  correct,  but 
your  courier  was  two  days  and  nights  getting  here.  Dispatch 
me  frequently  to  Frankfort. 

The  order  was  explicit,  and  under  ordinary  circum- 
stances required  prompt  obedience.  But  it  convinced 
General  Polk  that  General  Bragg  had  a  very  imperfect 
knowledge  of  the  enemy's  movements.     This  was  not 


b,GoogIc 


140  POLKAS  DILEMMA.  [1862 

surprising,  however,  seeing  that  he  was  far  removed 
from  the  scene  of  action  (some  fifty  miles),  and  occupied 
to  a  great  extent  with  preparations  looking  to  the  in- 
auguration of  a  civil  government.  Greneral  Polk  felt^ 
therefore,  that  he  had  some  discretion  in  the  emergency 
which  faced  him.  In  determining  his  line  of  action  it 
was  incnmbent  upon  him  to  consider  not  only  how  far 
obedience  to  the  order  would  jeopardize  his  own  com- 
mand, but  how  far  failure  to  comply  with  it  would 
endanger  that  of  Gleneral  Smith,  with  which  General 
Bragg  intimated  an  intention  to  attack  the  force  mov- 
ing upon  Frankfort.  He  rightly  concluded  that  Smith's 
movement  would  not  be  undertaken  nntil  he  was  defi- 
nitely informed  of  his  (Pdlk's)  movements ;  he  therefore 
had  no  uneasiness  upon  this  score.  As  to  the  effect  upon 
his  own  command  of  compliance  with  the  order,  it  was 
quite  evident  that  a  movement  toward  Frankfort  upon 
the  road  designated  would  speedily  bring  him  in  collision 
with  all  of  Buell's  army,  an  occurrence  which  he  had 
already  deemed  una<ivisable  iu  view  of  the  disparity  of 
available  forces.  The  matter,  however,  was  one  of  such 
'importance  that  he  determined  to  lay  it  before  his  corps 
and  division  commanders ;  tljis  he  did,  explaining  fully 
the  situation.  Laying  before  them  his  orders,  he  prac- 
tically said  that  from  his  knowledge  of  tiie  situation  he 
was  prepared  to  disregard  them,  for  the  simple  reason 
that  he  had  no  force  "  available "  for  any  such  move- 
ment. He  was  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  he  ought  to 
retire  slowly  along  the  line  originally  designated  by 
General  Bragg,  because  by  so  doing  he  would  cover  the 
base  and  yet  be  in  position  to  join  General  Smith  at 
any  time.  All  agreed  that  the  command  could  not  stay 
as  it  was,  and  yet  it  would  be  folly  to  attempt  a  march 
upon  Frankfort  along  the  line  designated  by  General 
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Bragg,  unless  it  was  desirable  to  bring  on  an  engage- 
ment with  General  Bnell ;  and  tliis  in  their  isoUted  posi- 
tion they  were  not  prepai'ed  to  advise,  unless  it  could 
be  shown  that  by  faihng  to  do  this  General  Smith 
would  be  endangered.  General  Polk's  interpretation  of 
General  Bragg's  intentions  with  regard  to  Smith  was 
not  wholly  satisfactory  to  all  present,  but  Polk  was  so 
sure  that  he  was  right,  find  that  General  Smith  would 
not  move  until  he  could  be  heard  from,  that  he  assumed 
all  responsibility  upon  that  score,  and  asked  what  woiUd 
be  advised  in  the  absence  of  the  orders  in  question. 
Every  one  then  concurred  in  the  propriety  of  the  course 
he  had  already  marked  out  for  the  command.  The  mo- 
ment this  conclusion  was  reached  General  Polk  wrote 
General  Brt^g : 

Babdbtown,  October  3,  3  p.m. 
I  am  in  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  2d,  1  p.u.,  directing  me 
to  move  with  all  of  my  available  force  via  Bloomfield  to 
Frankfort,  to  strike  the  enemy  in  his  flank  and  rear.  The 
last  twenty-four  hours  have  developed  a  condition  of  tilings 
on  my  right  and  left  flank  which  I  shadowed  forth  in  my  last 
note  to  yon,  which  makes  compliance  with  this  order  not  only 
eminently  inexpedient  but  impracticable.  I  have  called  a 
council  of  wing  and  division  commanders,  to  whom  I  have 
submitted  the  matter,  and  find  that  they  unanimously  endorse 
my  views  of  what  is  demanded.  I  shall  therefore  pursue  a 
different  course,  assured  that  when  the  facts  are  snbmitted  to 
you  you  will  justify  my  decision.  I  move  on  the  routes  indi- 
cated by  you  toward  Bryantville.  The  head  of  my  column 
will  move  this  evening.  1  send  this  by  a  relay  of  couriers  I 
have  established  at  intervals  of  ten  miles  from  this  to  Lexing- 
ton via  Danville. 

On  the  4th  {while  on  the  march)  General  Polk  re- 
ceived from  General  Smith  a  dispatch  dated  Frankfort, 
October  3 : 
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The  enemy  occupied  Shelbyville  yeat«rday  in  force.  Cle- 
bame  fell  back  to  thb  point.  Uy  command  is  now  all  up 
and  will  hold  thia  position.  The  cavalry  have  not  yet  re- 
ported any  advance  from  Shelhyville,  but  report  Taylorsville 
in  posaeesion  of  the  enemy.  It  may  be  a  reconnoissance  in 
force,  but  should  it  be  Buell'a  advance  our  commands  at  this 
point  and  BardBtown  are  too  far  apart  and  beyond  support- 
ing distance. 

Accompanying  this  dispatch  was  another  which  Gen- 
eral Smith  had  received  from  General  Bragg,  and  which 
he  enclosed  for  General  Polk's  information.  It  was 
dat«d  Jj^^Qgton,  October  3,  and  said : 

We  hear  nothing  from  your  front.  What  is  your  informa- 
tion t  If  the  enemy  is  still  advancing  send  another  courier  to 
General  Polk  to  [come  to]  your  aid,  and  you  must  hold  posi- 
tion so  as  to  use  the  bridge  in  case  the  enemy  should  turn  on 
Iiim.  Our  whole  force  must  be  broi^ht  to  bear  at  the  same 
time. 

These  eommunications  confirmed  General  Polk's  opin- 
ion iipon  the  question  of  General  Bragg's  intentions  on 
Smith's  front.  Smith  was  not  to  advance,  but  was  to 
hold  position  at  Franltfort  until  Polk  could  lae  heard 
from.  Later,  upon  the  same  day  (October  4),  the  follow- 
ing dispatch  was  received  direct  from  General  Bragg : 

Frankfort,  Ootober  3, 1862, 8  p.m. 
I  just  have  yours  of  yesterday  p.m.  I  liave  sent  you  sev- 
eral dispatches  since  yestdrday  morning  desiring  you  to  move 
your  force  on  the  enemy,  who  was  making  a  descent  on  this 
point.  That  move  has  proved  to  be  only  a  feint,  and  has 
ceased.  You  will  act  accordingly,  but  I  desire  you  to  hold 
your  command  ready  for  a  junction  at  any  moment,  and,  if 
possible,  place  one  flank  at  Tayloraville.  Just  as  soon  as 
Morgan  gets  in  from  his  pursuit  of  his  namesake  you  shall 
have  cavalry.    To-morrow  we  inaugurate  the  civil  Governor 
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here,  and  trauBfer  to  him  all  that  department.  The  brigades 
of  Cleburne  and  Preston  Smith  will  soon  rejoin  you.  We 
have  five  thousand  men  jnst  arrived  at  Danville ;  two  thou- 
sand more,  I  hear,  are  nearly  up,  and  Brecldiiridge  has  at 
last  arrived  at  Knoxville,  and  [on]  his  way  with  his  division. 
This  will  strengthen  us.    Becruiting  is  slow,  but  improving. 

This  dispatch  eiispended  the  order  of  October  2, 
I  P.M.,  directing  Polk  to  move  upon  the  flank  and  rear 
of  the  force  threatening  Smith  at  Frankfort,  and  prac- 
tically left  him  free  to  shape  his  coiu'se  in  accordance 
with  the  demands  of  the  situation  in  bis  front,  except 
that  he  was  to  hold  himself  ready  for  a  junction  with 
Smith  at  any  moment,  ami  was,  if  it  were  possible,  to 
place  one  Bank  at  Taylorsville.  The  placing  of  a  flank 
as  suggested  was  impossible,  as  Taylorsville  was  then 
inside  BueU's  lines ;  but  he  was  already  on  the  march  to 
join  Smith, —  not  along  the  route  which  General  Bragg 
had  in  his  mind,  however  (the  road  from  Bardstown  to 
Frankfort),  because  Buell's  position  made  that  imprac- 
ticable, but  along  a  line  from  which  by  the  requisite 
detour  the  junction  could  be  accomplished  at  any  time 
it  should  be  ordered.  Reports  ft-om  Wharton  showed 
that  Buell's  left,  with  his  center  in  easy  supporting  dis- 
tance, was  being  steadily  pushed  in  between  Bardstown 
and  Frankfort,  so  it  was  evident  that  if  the  junction 
was  to  be  made  anywhere  near  Frankfort,  the  retreat 
from  Bardstown  was  a  pressing  necessity.  In  reflecting 
upon  his  course  General  Polk  could  not  feel  otherwise 
than  that  he  had  done  everything  that  was  possible  to 
meet  General  Bragg's  wishes,  and  that  his  course  in  de- 
clining to  attempt  the  movement  upon  the  flank  and 
rear  of  the  force  in  front  of  Frankfort  had  been  justified 
not  only  by  the  situation  but  by  the  ordra-  suspending 
it.     In  time  he  was  to  learn  differently.     It  was  not 
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during  the  campaign,  however,  but  many  months  after, 
when,  exposed  to  the  criticism  of  the  public  press,  not 
merely  for  the  failure  of  the  Kentucky  campaign  but 
for  that  of  Murfreesboro  as  well.  General  Bragg  sought 
to  throw  upon  General  Polk  the  responsibility  for  the 
failure  of  this  campaign.  In  an  official  report  bearing 
date  May  20, 1863,  he  states : 

I  ordered  Major-Qeneral  Polk  in  writing,  dat«d  Lexington, 
1  P.M.,  October  2,  and  sent  it  by  two  routes,  to  move  from 
Bardstown  with  his  whole  available  force  by  way  of  Bloom- 
field  toward  Frankfort,  to  strike  the  enemy  in  flank  and  rear, 
and  informed  him  that  Major-General  Smith  woidd  attack  in 
front.  When  received  at  Bardstown  on  the  3d,  the  general 
submitted  this  order,  which  is  not  mentioned  in  his  report,  to 
a  council  of  wing  and  division  commanders,  and  determined 
to  move  as  originally  inatmctod  by  me  on  leaving  Bardstown 
Fortiuiat«ly,  notice  of  this  det«rmination  reached  tee  at  Frank- 
fort in  time  to  prevent  the  movement  against  the  enemy's  front 
by  General  Smith,  but  it  necessitated  an  entire  change  in  my 
plans, — the  abandonment  of  the  capital,  and  the  partial  uncov- 
ering and  ultimate  loss  of  our  stores  at  Lexington.i 

It  is  impossible  to  understand  how  General  Bragg 
could  have  penned  these  statements  when  he  knew  not 
only  that  his  own  dispatches  would  disprove  every  word 
of  them,  but  that  it  was  a  virtual  admission  of  the  claims 
of  his  critics  that  he  was  persistently  ignorant  of  his 
enemy's  position  and  blind  as  to  his  intentions.  But  we 
will  not  stop  to  comment  here. 

On  the  5th  we  find  General  Polk,  at  Springfield,  writing 
General  Bragg :  "  I  have  kept  yon  informed  of  our  move- 
ments." He  then  reports  the  position  of  his  commands, 
some  at  Springfield,  the  remainder  on  the  roads  to  Har- 
rodsburg  and  Danville,  General  Polk  naturally  thought 
I  See  Appendix  to  Chapter  V. 
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that  if  General  Bragg  still  wished  him  at  Frankfort  he 
would  order  him  there.  He  received  a  dispatch,  how- 
ever, dated  Frankfort,  7  a.m.,  October  4,  saying : 

I  have  your  dispatch  of  yesterday.  Concentrate  your 
force  in  front  of  Harrodaburg.  A  brigade  of  General  Steven- 
son's eonunand  at  Danville  and  Camp  Breckinridge  will  join 
you.  Cleburne's  and  P.  Smith's  forces  here  will  do  the  same. 
General  Smith's  whole  force  is  concentrating  here,  and  we 
will  strike  the  enemy  just  as  soon  as  we  can  concentrate.. 
Send  ahead  to  have  provisions  at  Harrodsbui^.  Keep  the 
men  in  heart  by  assuring  them  it  is  not  a  retreat,  bnt  a 
concentratiou  for  a  fight.  We  can  and  must  defeat  them. 
Advise  me  frequently  of  your  movements  and  if  the  enemy 
follow  you. 

Later  he  received  the  following  letter,  which  is  explicit 
upon  both  the  civil  and  military  sitnations,  dated  Frank- 
fort, October  4 ; 

We  shall  put  our  Governor  in  power  soon,  and  then  I  pro- 
pose to  seek  the  enemy.  Yoiu-  dispatch  of  the  2d,  10  a.m.,  in- 
cluding General  Cleburne's,  just  received  here.  He  has  fallen 
back  to  EVankfort,  but  our  cavalry  is  yet  well  in  front,  and  no 
advance  by  the  enemy  was  made  this  «de  of  Bhelbyville  at  three 
o'clock  this  morning.  All  our  available  forces  are  ordered 
up,  and  we  will  strike  as  soon  as  concentration  is  practicable 
wherever  the  enemy  may  be.  .  .  .  I  should  suppose  the  enemy 
would  move  on  this  place,  the  capital  and  nearest  route  to  our 
supplies  at  Lexington,  but  it  may  be  he  hopes  to  strike  j-ou 
alone.  Use  every  means  to  gain  information,  and  let  me  hear 
from  you  often.  If  not  otherwise  directed,  njy  stafE  will  join 
me  from  Harrodsbnrg.  I  have  ordered  flour  and  bread  to 
you,  but  the  country  around  ought  to  supply  you. 

P.  S, — 1.30  P.M.  Enemy  in  full  force  advancing  on  us; 
only  twelve  miles  out.  Shall  destroy  bridges  and  retire  on 
Harrodsbnrg  for  concentration  and  then  strike.  Reach  that 
point  as  soon  as  possible. 
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These  dispatcht^s  show  very  dearly  that  G«Tiera]  Bra^ 
was  uncertain  of  Buell's  position ;  not  from  the  want  of 
information,  however,  but  because  he  found  it  difficult 
to  dismiss  from  his  mind  his  conviction  tiiat  Frankfort 
and  Smith's  column  were  Buell's  objective.  General 
Polk's  information  from  Wharton,  dated  10  and  11.30 
A.M.  of  the  5th,  showed  General  Bnell  to  be  in  force  at 
Bardstown  and  Bloom£eld.  He  accordingly  placed  his 
cavalry  so  as  to  cover  the  line  extending  from  Lebanon 
on  the  south,  through  Springfield,  to  Willisburg  on  the 
north.  The  following  quotation  from  General  Polk's  ofB- 
cial  report  of  the  Kentucky  campaign  is  now  presented : 

On  arriving  at  PerryriUe  I  oommnmoated  with  the  general 
commanding  the  forces,  then  at  Hairodsbiu^,  informing  him 
that  the  r^ht  wing,  under  command  of  General  Cheatham, 
had  been  ordered  forward  to  take  a  position  on  the  farther 
side  of  that  town,  and,  as  there  was  a  scarcity  of  water,  I 
had  ordered  General  Hardee  to  halt  Buckner'a  diviaon  near 
PerryvUle  and  to  post  Anderson's  on  Salt  River  between  the 
two  towns.  These  dispositions  were  carried  into  effect,  and  I 
reported  to  the  general  commanding  in  person. 

The  enemy  bad  been  held  in  check  along  the  whole  hne  of 
march,  from  in  front  of  Louisville  up  to  onr  present  position, 
by  those  gallant  cavalry  commanders,  Colonels  Wharton  and 
Wheeler,  and  we  were  constantly  advised  of  his  position  and 
movements.  He  left  Louisville  in  five  columns  on  as  many 
different  routes,  cstending  from  tbe  road  to  EUzabethtown 
around  to  that  to  Shelbyville,  and  we  had  reason  to  believe 
that  much  the  larger  portion  of  this  force  was  concentrated 
upon  Bardstown  and  followed  our  retiring  army  in  the  march 
to  Perryville.  The  rest  of  his  force  pursued  a  route  farther 
north  to  threaten  General  Kirby  Smith. 

General  Polk's  dispatches  to  General  Bragg,  together 
with  the  above  extract  from  his  official  report,  so  accu- 
rately describe  General  Buell's  actual  lino  of  advance 
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that  it  18  only  neeesBary  to  add  a  word  concerning  the 
force  in  front  of  Frankfort  and  to  mention  the  general 
designs  of  the  two  commanders-in-chief  befot-e  explain- 
ing the  relative  position  of  the  two  aiinies  as  they  ap- 
proached each  other  at  Perryville.  General  BneU  had 
moved  his  right  and  center  corps,  under  Crittenden  and 
Gilbert  respectively,  direct  upon  Polk  at  Bardstown.  His 
left  corps,  under  McCook,  he  divided,  moving  one  division 
(Sill's  —  some  8000  men)  upon  Frankfort,  while  the  re- 
mainder (two  divisions)  was  thrust  in  between  Frank- 
fort and  Bardstown.  Sill  was  expected  to  occupy  Smith 
while  the  remainder  of  the  Federal  army  carried  out 
General  Buell's  plan.  This  plan  was  to  turn  General 
Bragg's  left  and  cut  him  off  from  Bowling  Green  and 
Nashville,  and,  if  possible,  Cumberland  Gap.  If -this 
could  be  accomplished  he  expected  to  compel  General 
Bragg  to  fight  upon  his  terms  or  else  retreat  from  the 
State  by  way  of  southwest  Virguiia.  If  only  the  first 
stops  eould  be  achieved,  the  Federal  jurisdiction  would 
at  least  be  reestablished  upon  much  the  same  lines  as  had 
been  occupied  at  the  beginning  of  the  summer. 

When  General  Bragg  determined  to  establish  a  civil 
government  in  Kentucky,  he  conceded  the  greater  part 
of  the  primary  objects  of  General  Buell's  campaign. 
But  the  concession  was  intended  to  be  temporary  only. 
The  civil  government  was  to  be  inaugurated,  the  Confed- 
erate forees  were  to  be  united,  and  then  General  Buell 
was  to  be  foiight  wherever  found,  and  driven  across 
the  Ohio.  This,  in  brief,  was  the  plan  of  campaign  out- 
lined by  General  Bragg, 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  6th  of  October  Buell's  forces 
were  in  the  following  positions :  Crittenden  and  Gilbert, 
following  upon  Polk's  track,  were  nearing  Springfield; 
McCook  was  five  miles  from  Willisburg  in  the  direction 
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of  Bloomfield ;  while  Sill,  supported  by  Dumont's  small 
division,  was  approaching  Frankfort. 

Tliat  night  the  Federal  army,  Sill's  column  excepted, 
was  instructed  to  converge  upon  Perryville.  McCook 
marched  by  the  way  of  Macksvllle ;  Crittenden,  leaving 
the  direct  road,  took  one  at  Springfield  which  by  a  slight 
detour  approached  Penyville  from  the  south,  general 
Bucll  himself  moved  direct  from  Springfield  with  Gil- 
bert's corps. 

While  the  Federal  forces  were  executing  these  move- 
ments the  concentration  of  the  Confederate  forces  was 
progressing  rapidly.  Hardee,  who  had  been  halted  at 
Perryville  by  Polk,  held  the  position  with  Bnckner's  divi- 
sion. In  order  the  better  t«  cover  the  concentration  of 
the  army,  he  was  instructed,  the  night  of  the  6tb,  to  recall 
Anderson  to  his  assistance.  This  was  accomplished  early 
on  the  7th.  Meanwhile  Gfeneral  Cheatham,  in  temporwy 
command  of  General  Polk's  corps,  was  camped  at  Har- 
rodsburg,  and  Kirby  Smith,  retreating  from  Frankfort, 
had  reached  Salvisa,  a  town  situated  about  as  far  to  the 
north  of  Harrodsbiu-g  as  Perryville  was  to  the  south- 
west (about  nine  miles).  General  Polk,  writing  a  mem- 
ber of  his  family  from  Harrodsbui^,  October  7,  said: 
"We  have  come  to  concentrate  our  army  with  that  of 
Kirby  Smith.  It  has  been  done,  and  we  shall  now  give 
the  enemy  battle."  But  the  question  was,  Where  T  It 
may  seem  strange  that  such  a  query  could  have  aiisen 
at  that  stage.  It  did  arise,  however,  and  General  Bra^s 
inability  to  answer  it  cost  him  the  campaign.  He  was 
as  much  in  doubt  at  Hairodsbui'g  as  his  dispatches, 
already  given,  show  him  to  have  been  at  Lexington  and 
Frankfort.  He  could  not  divest  himself  of  the  belief 
that  Buell's  heaviest  force  lay  toward  Frankfort,  in 
front  of  Smith,  and  he  refused  to  believe  that  it  had 
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been  following  Polk  and  that  it  was  then  approaching 
Perry  ville,^ 

He  ignored  Hardee's  earnest  appeal,  and  refused  not 
only  to  maintain  the  concentration  of  his  troops,  but 
took  Polk's  largest  division  (Withers's)  from  him  and  seut 
it  to  join  Smith,  whom  he  ordered  back  to  Versailles,  in 
the  direction  of  Frankfort,  which  movement  he  proposed 
to  direct  in  person.  General  Bragg's  intention  had  been 
to  take  Cheatham  as  well,^  hut,  yielding  in  part  to  Polk's 
urgent  appeab,  he  wrote  Polk  that  in  view  of  the  news 

1  In  his  offlclnl  report  (M»f  20)  of  theae  eventa.  Bragg  uses  a  dispatcli 
from  Polk  {w>itt«ii  him  at  Han-odBborg,  midnight  October  6)  to  jnstifj 
his  decllolng  to  believe  that  Baeli  was  moving  by  the  Bardatown  line. 
Qenerat  Polk  s^d ;  "  I  have  directed  Hardee  to  ascert^n,  if  possible,  the 
strength  of  the  enemy  which  may  be  covered  by  his  advance.  I  cannot 
think  it  large."  Thii  was  the  cloeing  sentence  in  a  report  to  Qeneral 
Bragg  upon  the  disposition  of  the  troops  for  the  following  day  (the  Ttb), 
a  part  being  ordered  bock  to  aid  Hardee.  The  enemy  alluded  to  was 
that  In  Hardee's  front  near  Perryrille  that  afternoon.  It  proved  to  be 
nothing  more  than  a  heavy  reconnoitering  force.  Bnell's  main  eolunin 
had  scarcely  reached  Springfield,  and  McCook  »as  bot  a  short  distance 
from  Bloomfleld. 

The  qnestlon  to  be  determined  was  whether  the  force  threatening 
Hardee  that  afternoon  (the  Gth)  at  Pen-yrllle  was  Buell's  main  body  or 
not.  Polk  did  not  believe  that  it  was,  but,  in  view  of  what  he  knew 
about  the  position  of  the  Federal  army,  he  could  not  be  sore,  so  he 
directed  Hardee  to  find  out.  Pending  Hardee's  report,  Polk  held  Cheat- 
ham at  Harrodsburg  instend  of  allowing  him  to  join  Withers,  who  was 
already  camped  toor  miles  out  toward  Salvisa,  to  which  point  Qeneral 
Bragg  wished  both  divisions  to  move  the  next  day. 

2  ("Circular  Confidential.") 

Heaoqvaiitbbs,  Akht  Mississippi, 
Harrodsbuiwi,  Oct.  7, 1S62. 

I.  Cheatham's  division  will  move  forward  to-night  to  Withers's  poaildon, 
and  both  divisions  of  the  right  (Withers's  and  Cheatham's)  will  move  to- 
morrow to  Lawreneeburg,  thence  to  Versailles,  and  follow  General  E. 
30rby  Smith's  command. 

II.  Qeneral  E.  ffirby  Smith's  command  at  Salvisa  will  move  to-morrow 
to  Versailles,  throwing  a  division  toward  Frankfort  Allston's  cavdry, 
now  at  galvisa,  will  cover  Cheatiiam's  movement,  reporting  to  Al^or- 
Oeneral  Cheatham. 

III.  Hojor-Oeneral  Hardee,  commanding  left  wing  Army  Mississippi, 
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from  Hardee  he  had  better  take  Cheatham's  divieioD  to 
Perryville,  rout  the  enemy  he  would  find  there,  and  then 
move  to  his  support  at  Versailles,  aud  coucluded  by  say- 
iug  that  no  time  should  be  lost  in  these  movements.' 
General  Polk  protested  against  this  disposition  of  the 
army,  urged  the  strong  expediency  of  concentrating  all 
the  forces  at  Perryville,  and  finally,  seeing  that  General 
Br^g  could  not  be  turned  from  his  purpose,  begged 
that  at  least  Withers's  division  might  be  returned  to  him ; 
but  all  to  no  purpose.  General  Hardee's  appeal,  written 
from  Perryville,  throws  such  a  vivid  light  upon  the  situ- 
ation that  it  is  given  here  entire : 

Pebbtville,  Kr.,  October  7,  7,30  p.m. 
Itfy  dear  Genial:  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  "confidential 

will  follow  these  ntovenieBtB  w  olrcunsUuiMi  nill  bIIow,  notUjiiig  these 
headquftrtera  of  bis  move. 

Colonel  Wood's  infantry  will  join  the  guard  at  the  depot  at  BiTwitr 
Tille,  reportiDg  to  the  commaDding  officer;  these  and  hiH  cavalry  will  re- 
port to  Colonel  Wheeler,  comraaoding  oavalry  of  Hardee's  wing. 
By  command  of  Oeneral  Bragg. 

[Signed]  Geo.  W«.  Bbent, 

Chief  of  Slaff  ami  A.  A.  G. 
To  Uajos-Qene&ai.  Polk.  CommaHding  Army  Minaiaippi. 

'  Hraimjuabtebs,  Dsp&btukkt  No.  2, 
HaKBODBbubo.  Oct.  T,  1862. 
Otneral:  In  view  of  the  news  from  Hardee,  you  had  better  more  with 
Cheatham's  divisioD  to  bis  support  and  give  the  enemy  battle  imme- 
diately. 

Rout  him,  and  then  move  to  our  support  at  Versailles.  Smith  moved 
forward  today  in  that  direction,  and  I  wish  Withers  to  march  to-night 
toward  Lawrenceburg,  crossing  thence  to-morrow  to  Versailles,  and  Fol- 
low up  Smith  and  report  to  bim. 

His  wagon-train,  eicept  the  ammunition  and  ordnance,  had  better 
cross  at  McCown's,  turning  off  at  Salrisa.  No  time  should  be  lost  in 
these  movementt-.    I  shall  follow  Smith. 

Respectfully  and  truly  yours, 
[Signed]  Braxton  Braso,  Oentral  Commmidiiig. 

To  L.  Polk,  M<^or-Gtntral. 
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drcular"  of  this  date,  also  yonr  letter  of  ioBtnictionfl  to 
Geaeral  Polk. 

From  the  tenor  of  the  letter  of  instraotione  to  Qeneral  Polk, 
I  presume  that  this  is  later  than  the  confidential  ciroular. 
Both  are  in  the  eame  enclosure  and  of  the  same  date. 

Permit  me,  from  the  friendly  relations  so  long  existing  be- 
tween us,  to  write  you  plainly.  Don't  scatter  your  forces. 
There  is  one  rule  in  our  profession  which  should  never  be 
forgotten — it  is  to  throw  the  mass  of  your  forces  on  the 
fractions  of  the  enemy.  The  movement  last  proposed  will 
divide  your  army,  and  each  may  be  defeated,  whereas  by 
keeping  them  united  success  is  certain. 

If  it  be  yoar  policy  to  strike  the  enemy  at  Versailles,  take 
your  whole  force  with  you  and  make  the  blow  effective.  If,  on 
the  contrary,  you  should  decide  to  strike  the  army  in  front  of 
me  first,  let  that  be  done  with  a  force  which  will  make  success 
certain.  Strike  with  your  whole  strength,  first  to  the  right, 
then  to  the  left. 

1  could  not  sleep  quietly  to-night  without  giving  expres- 
sion to  these  views. 

Whatever  you  decide  to  do  will  meet  my  hearty  cooperation. 
Your  sincere  friend, 
[Signed]  W.  J.  Hardee,  Major-Genial. 

Q'ENEEL&I'  BSAGO,  Commanding  Army. 

N.  B. —  If  you  wish  my  opinion,  it  is  that  in  view  of  the 
position  of  your  depots,  you  onght  to  strike  this  force  first. 
W.  J.  H. 

Cheatham's  division  moved  to  Perryville  on  the  after- 
noon of  the  7th,  and  took  up  its  position  iu  the  line 
already  formed  by  Hanlee. 

Late  on  the  same  afternoon  Buell  formed  Gilbert's 
corps  about  three  miles  in  front  of  Perryville.  MeCook's 
corps  rested  that  night  nine  miles  in  rear  of  Gilbert's 
left,  and  Crittenden's  corps  the  same  distance  in  rear  of 
Gilbert's  right ;  both  corps  were  ordered  to  march,  ready 
for  battle,  at  daylight,  and  take  position,  one  to  the 
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right,  the  other  to  the  left  of  Gilhert's  command.  Each 
had  aD  excellent  turnpike  upou  which  to  move,  and  the 
surrounding  country  was  so  open  and  the  ground  so 
diy,  that,  had  the  necessily  arisen,  it  would  have  been 
easy  for  both  to  move  across  the  fields  to  Gilbert's  sup- 
port. The  concentration  of  Buell's  army,  certainly  for 
the  purposes  of  defense,  was  thus  practically  accom- 
plished on  the  night  of  October  7.  It  numbered  58,000 
men  of  all  arms,  exclusive  of  tlie  commands  of  Sill  and 
Dumont,  and  was  divided  between  the  tliree  corps  in  the 
following  proportions :  Gilbert,  23,000 ;  MeCook,  12,500 ; 
Crittenden,  22,500. 

This  same  night,  at  midnight,  General  Polt  reached 
Hardee's  headquarters.  He  found  himself  with  about 
16,000  men  ^  in  front  of  an  enemy  that  he  and  his  offi- 
cers knew  far  outnumbered  his  own  command.  He 
seems  to  have  known  very  nearly  the  actual  disparity 
existing,  and  recognized  that  it  was  great  enough  to 
demand  the  utmost  circumspection  on  his  part.  For- 
tunately, he  considered  that  he  was  allowed  some  lati- 
tude in  determining  his  course  after  he  should  reach 
Perryville  and  have  consulted  with  General  Hardee. 
He  said : 

"  I  did  not  regard  the  letter  of  instructions  as  a  peremptory 
order  to  attack  at  all  hazards,  bnt  as  requiring  me  to  take 
into  account  such,  information  as  Hardee  might  famish,  and 
that  it  left  me  at  liberty  to  exercise  auch  discretion  in  the  de- 
tails of  the  attack  as  soniid  sense  and  the  facts  before  me 
demanded,  it  being  understood  that  I  should  carry  the  in- 
structions into  execution  as  judiciously  and  promptly  as  a 
willing  mind  and  sound  discretion  would  allow.  As  to  my 
being  held  responsible  for  disobedience  of  orders  in  this  matter 

'  See  General  Bragg'a  official  report,  Appendii  to  Chapter  V. 
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it  never  entered  my  head  until  the  reception  of  your  note,"' 
(April  17th.) 

This  he  wrote  when  General  Bragg,  many  months 
after  Perryville,  denied  that  he  intended  any  latitude, 
or  that  the  wording  of  the  letter  of  instructions  per- 
mitted any  such  construction. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  General  Bragg  made  it  quite  evi- 
dent to  Polk  and  Hardee,  the  night  of  Perryville,  that 
he  was  very  much  pleased  with  all  they  had  done  for 
him  that  day. 

About  daylight,  October  8th,  General  Polk  called  a 
council  of  his  principal  officers,  and,  after  stating  bis  in< 
structions  and  expl^nii^  the  condition  of  aff^rs  in  his 
front,  expressed  himself  as  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  the 
proper  plan  to  pursue  was  to  await  the  advance  of  the 
enemy,  and  at  a  favorable  moment  attack  vigorously  with 
all  his  force.  He  was  opposed  to  an  attack  at  that  time, 
as,  even  if  successful  against  the  force  in  front,  the  re- 
minder of  Buell's  forces  were  so  placed  as  to  turn  the  at- 
tack into  disaster,  especially  as  there  was  no  hope  of  help 
from  either  Withers  or  Smith. 

His  officers  unanimously  agreed  With  him,  and  Gen- 
eral Polk,  writing  afterward,  sfud: 

I  felt  I  was  acting  on  the  inside  of  the  instructions  given, 
and  under  the  deep  and  piunful  conviction  that  the  force  at 
my  disposal  was  totally  inadequate  to  perform  the  duty  as- 
aigned  it;  and  while  I  must  attempt  that  duty,  I  should  do  it 
in  such  a  way  as  to  prevent  the  wreck  and  destruction  of  the 
little  army  with  whose  conduct  and  safety  I  was  charged.* 

The  Confederate  line,  facing  the  west,  its  left  resting 
on  the  town  of  Perryville,  was  formed  along  the  east 

'  Potk  to  Hardee,  "Official  Records,  War  of  Rebellion,"  vol.  xvi,  pt.  i, 
p.  liOi. 

1  "Official  Records,  War  of  RebeUion,"  vol.  ivi,  pt.  i,  p.  1102. 


b>  Google 


154  FEDERAL  MOVEMENTS.  (1862 

bank  of  Chaplin's  Creek,  between  the  stream  and  the 
Harrodsburg  road.  Cheatham's  division  was  on  the 
left,  Buckner's  on  the  right,  and  Anderson's  in  the 
center.  In  front  and  upon  the  western  side  of  the  creek 
was  a  range  of  hills  of  the  same  altitude  as  the  ground 
upon  which  Polk's  line  was  formed.  Beyond  this  range 
was  a  smaller  creek,  Doctor's  Fork,  a  tributary  of  Chap- 
lin's Creek,  which  united  with  the  latter  about  two  miles 
below  the  town.  It  was  upon  the  high  ground  on  either 
bank  of  Doctor's  Fork  that  the  battle  of  Perryville  was 
fought. 

Water  was  a  most  important  item  in  General  Buell's 
army  that  night;  consequently,  in  order  that  he  might 
command  the  stream,  Gilbert  pushed  Sheridan's  division 
across  Doctor's  Fork.  At  daylight  Polk  threw  forward 
Liddell's  brigade,  and  quickly  developed  this  advance. 
Supposing  that  it  meant  a  continuance  of  the  general 
advance  of  the  day  before,  be  wrote  General  Bragg 
(6  A.M.,  October  8) : 

The  enemy  seem  disposed  to  press  this  morning.  Their 
pickets  commenced  firing  at  daybreak.  Understanding  it  to 
be  your  wish  to  give  them  battle,  we  shall  do  so  vigorously; 
should  we  succeed,  we  will  pass  to  the  right,  with  the  view  of 
joining  General  Kirby  Smith.  If  it  should  become  necessary 
to  fall  back,  we  will  do  so  on  Danville  and  Bryantville,  with  a 
view  of  uniting  with  Genera!  Kirby  Smith''at  that  point.  I 
have  directed  General  (Preston)  Smith  to  have  all  the  tnuns 
belonging  to  this  army  now  at  Harrodsburg  collected  and 
moved  out  on  the  road  to  BryantviUe,  and  to  be  ready  to 
move  on  that  place  when  it  should  become  expedient. 

P.  S. — General  (Preston)  Smith's  brigade  should  cover  and 
protect  these  wagons  should  it  become  necessary. 

The  Federal  advance  did  not  continue,  however;  Gil- 
bert merely  moved  his  second  division,  Mitchell's,  across 
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the  creek  as  a  support  to  Sheridan,  keeping  his  third 
diviaon,  Schoepf' s,  in  reserve  upon  the  west  side  of 
Doctor's  Fork.  About  ten  o'clock  Polk  directed  Hardee 
and  Cheatham  to  advance  their  lines  to  the  high  ground 
between  the  two  streams.  Pending  the  execution  of 
this  order.  General  Bra^  arrived  on  the  field.'  He  had 
been  unable  to  find  the  enemy  in  Smith's  front,  so  he 
agMn  turned  his  attention  to  Polk's.  After  a  full  con- 
sultation, and  an  examination  of  Polk's  dispositions, 
which  were  in  the  m^n  approved,  General  Bragg  cour- 
teously declined  to  assume  command,  and  left  Polk  free 
to  conduct  the  operations  upon  his  own  plan. 

While  these  events  were  occurring  upon  the  Con- 
federate line,  McCook  arrived  (about  ten  o'clock)  and 
formed  his  line  aloi^  the  western  heights  overlooking 
Doctor's  Fork.  The  portion  which  McCook  occupied 
was  to  the  right  and  somewhat  to  the  rear  of  the  line 
occupied  by  Gilbert's  left  division  (Sheridan's),  his  right 
being  posted  some  eight  hundred  yards  from  Gilbert's 
left,  and  separated  from  it  by  the  deep  ravine  through 
which  Doctor's  Fork  ran.  This  gap  in  the  Federal  line 
was  to  prove  a  source  of  disaster  to  it  that  day. 

Advancing  his  skirmishers,  General  Polk  developed 
the  Federal  line  soon  after  it  took  position.  He  found 
that  the  heaviest  pressure  was  upon  his  right,  McCook 
having  pressed  forward  his  skirmish  line.  As  it  was  of 
the  first  importance  to  protect  this  flank,  it  being  the 
one  which  covered  the  communication  with  Smith,  Polk 
moved  Cheatham's  division  from  the  left  of  the  line  to 
the  extreme  right,  and  massed  it  in  column  of  brigades 

■  There  IB  a  discrepancy  betweea  this  statement  and  one  cootaiDed  in 
General  Hardee's  official  report,  which  says  that  General  Bragg  directed 
it.  General  Bragg  did  order  it.  but  Polk  already  had  reconnoitered  the 
ground  and  bad  aeot  his  inapector-general  to  execute  it. 
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under  cover  of  the  hills  overlooking  the  confluence  of 
Chaplin's  Creek  and  Doctor's  Fork. 

This  disposition  threw  the  Confederate  right  Bomewhat 
beyond  the  Federal  left,  and  placed  the  left  in  front  of 
Sheridan's  division,  about  covering  his  front.  Preston 
Smith's  brigade  of  Cheatham's  division,  which  had  been 
on  detached  duty,  arrived  about  noon  and  was  posted 
as  a  reserve.  Gieneral  Hardee,  in  order  to  cover  the 
ground  as^gned  him,  placed  his  brigades  with  nearly 
a  brigade  distance  between  them,  the  intervals  between 
the  brigades  in  each  case  being  covered  by  the  reserve. 
The  divisions  from  right  to  left  now  stood  as  follows; 
Cheatham,  Buckner,  Anderson,  with  Wharton's  cavalry 
brigade  protecting  the  right,  while  Wheeler  covered  the 
left  and  contested  Crittenden's  advance.  The  ability 
and  gallantry  with  which  Wheeler  conducted  the  duty 
entrusted  to  him  so  far  retarded  Crittenden's  advance 
that  it  was  twelve  o'clock  before  he  reported  with  two 
divisions,  and  late  in  the  afternoon  when  he  took  posi- 
tion on  Gilbert's  right.  The  value  of  this  service  will 
better  appear  as  the  details  of  the  battle  are  unfolded. 

About  one  o'clock  General  Polk  received  an  order 
from  General  Bragg  to  advance  his  entire  force  to  the 
attack.  Before  the  order  came,  Wharton  reported  a 
considerable  body  of  the  enemy  movii^  rapidly  down 
the  Macksville  road  toward  McCook's  left.'  To  move 
to  the  attack  just  then  would  have  exposed  his  flank 
and  rear  to  a  counter-attack  from  this  force;  Polk  there- 
fore held  his  men  until  the  force  in  question  reached 
McCook's  line,  and  then  gave  the  order  to  advance. 

Cheatham,  his  right  prolonged  and  covered  by  Whar- 
ton's cavalry,  moved  against  the  Federal  left,^  and  upon 

'  Starkweather's  brigade. 

'  For  a  graphic  description  of  this  gallant  oharge,see  General  Polk's 
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the  full  development  of  this  advance  Hardee  threw  for- 
ward his  command.  The  whole  Confederate  line  was 
speedily  engaged.  Powell's  br^ade  upon  the  left,  to- 
gether with  about  half  of  Adams's  brigade,  struck  the 
front  of  Sheridan's  division  and  could  go  no  farther, 
The  remainder  of  Hardee's  line,  however,  bearing  to  the 
right,  passed  Sheridan's  flank,  pushed  its  left  through 
the  gap  between  Gilbert  and  McCook,  and  quickly  en- 
veloped the  right  of  McCook's  corps.  Cheatham,  mean- 
while, was  meetir^  with  brilliant  success  i^ainst  Mc- 
Cook's left  flank.  Gilbert  sent  two  brigades  to  McCook's 
aid,  but  to  little  purpose,  and  the  whole  of  this  corps 
was  driven  until  darkness  put  a  stop  to  the  fighting. 
One  of  its  divisions  (Jackson's),  after  the  death  of  its 
gallant  leader,  was  so  cut  up  that  it  lost  its  organization 
and  had  to  be  mei^ed  into  other  commands  of  the  Fed- 
eral army.  It  was  fortunate  for  the  Confederate  army 
that  Sheridan  and  Mitchell  did  not  realize  how  small 
a  force  stood  in  their  front,  for,  had  they  done  so,  the 
movement  of  Gilbert's  corps  upon  Polk's  left  flank  and 
rear  would  have  been  the  inevitable  consequence.  Their 
failure  to  realize  the  advant^e  was  due  to  the  judg- 
ment and  skill  displayed  by  General  Patton  Anderson. 
Anderson  remaned  with  that  portion  of  his  division 
which  was  checked  in  Sheridan's  front;  realizii^  the  im- 
portance of  occupying  the  enemy,  he  deployed  his  force 
into  a  heavy  skirmish  line  and  pushed  it  as  close  up  to 
Sheridan  as  he  could.  Influenced  not  only  by  Ander- 
son's action,  but  by  what  he  saw  going  on  upon  his  left 
and  rear,  Sheridan  warned  Gilbert  that  he  could  not  hold 
his  position  unless  reinforced  immediately.  Had  he  dis- 
played but  a  half  of  the  enterprise  characterizir^  his  be- 
havior upon  subsequent  fields,  he  would  have  blighted 
Polk's  triumph   almost  before  it  began.     As  it   was, 
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Anderson  held  him  to  his  position  until  Mitchell,  clos- 
ing in  from  the  right,  outflanked  and  drove  the  Ck)nfed- 
erate  left  back  upon  the  town.  The  sun  was  setting 
when  this  was  accomplished,  but  the  triumph  of  the  Con- 
federates had  already  been  achieved. 

From  the  beginnii^  to  the  end  of  the  battle  the  south- 
ern troops  fought  with  conspicuous  spirit.  A  lai^e 
percentile,  shoeless  from  the  long  marches,  held  their 
places  in  line  throughout  the  battle,  and  when  it  was 
over  the  universal  comment  was  that  no  field  ever  pre- 
sented fewer  stra^lers.  The  Federal  loss  was  3220 
killed  and  wounded,  and  600  prisoners.  Fifteen  pieces 
of  artillery  were  captured,  and  from  2500  to  3000  stand 
of  small  arms.  The  Confederate  loss  in  killed  and 
wounded  was  3145;  missii^,  251.  General  Bragg,  in 
his  report  of  the  battle  written  two  days  after  the  action, 
and  with  the  events  of  the  day  vividly  before  him,  said 
very  justly:  "To  Major-General  Polk  commanding  the 
forces,  to  Major-General  Hardee  commanding  the  left 
wii^,  and  Major-Generals  Cheatham,  Buckner,  and  An- 
derson, commanding  divisions,  is  mainly  due  the  brilliant 
achievement  on  this  memorable  field.  Nobler  troops 
were  never  more  gallantly  led." 

As  soon  as  General  Polk  could  readjust  his  lines  he 
rode  with  General  Hardee  to  General  Brad's  headquar- 
ters to  make  his  report  and  to  learn  the  decision  as  to 
the  movements  of  the  next  day.  This  council  was  any- 
thing but  inspiritii^.  General  Bragg  had  so  formed  bis 
campaign  upona  different  disposition  of  Buell's  forces 
that  the  actual  disposition  unfolded  before  him  seemed 
to  rob  him  of  power  for  clear  thinking;  and  even  self- 
control  appeared  about  to  desert  him  as  he  paced  the 
floor  rubbii^  one  band  over  the  other.  Hardee  and  Polk, 
^tting  one  on  either  side  of  the  fireplace,  could  but  ex- 
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clmnge  glances  of  astonished  concern.  Recalling  all  they 
had  experienced,  and  Bragg's  set  determination  to  find 
Buell  elsewhere,  they  were  far  from  reassured  by  the  man- 
ner he  faced  the  actual  condition  which  confronted  him. 
The  presence  of  Buell's  entire  army  was  a  fact  too  evident 
to  admit  of  further  doubt.  Polk  was  therefore  instructed 
to  retire  Us  command  to  Harrodsburg,  the  details  of  the 
movement  being  left  entirely  to  his  discretion.  At  mid- 
night the  troops  withdrew  to  the  original  position  between 
the  Harrodsburg  road  and  Chaplin's  Creek,  and  soon  after 
sunrise  were  put  in  retreat.  The  trains  and  artillery 
moved  upon  the  turnpike,  the  troops  marching  in  the 
open  fields  to  the  right  and  left.  The  withdrawal  was 
quickly  accomplished,  so  that  the  afternoon  of  October  9 
found  the  army  in  line  of  battle  in  front  of  Harrodsburg. 
General  Bragg  left  Perryville  at  5  a.m.  and  rode  direct 
to  Harrodsburg  in  order  to  hasten  the  return  of  Kirby 
Smith  and  Withers,  whom  he  had  already  recalled  to 
that  point.  These  commands,  as  has  been  intimated, 
found  no  Federal  force  of  consequence.  Withers  had 
come  in  contact  with  the  rear  of  Sill's  division  on  its 
march  from  Frankfort,  by  way  of  Lawrenceburg,  to  join 
Buell  at  Perryville,  and  had  captured  several  hundred 
wagons;  beyond  this,  the  expedition  had  been  fruitless. 
General  Humphrey  Marshall  at  last  had  reached  Lex- 
ington, but  his  stay  was  short-lived,  as  he  was  ordered 
to  follow  Kirby  Smith's  movement  with  a  view  to  a 
junction  with  the  army  at  Harrodsburg.  Summarizmg 
now  the  events  of  this  act  of  the  campaign,  we  find  that 
General  Bragg  had  sent  36,000  men  toward  Frankfort 
to  oppose  12,000  men,  detaching  Polk  at  the  same  time 
with  16,000  men  toward  Perryville  to  oppose  58,000 
men,  the  dbtance  between  these  two  fields  of  action 
being  about  twenty-five  miles. 
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The  battle  of  Penyville  appears  to  have  been  con- 
spicuous for  feats  of  individual  gallantry  upon  both 
sides,  one  of  the  most  interestii^  of  these  incidents  be- 
ing the  behavior  of  the  stripling  Lieutenant-Colonel 
C.  C.  Parsons,  who  commanded  a  battery  of  l^ht  artil- 
lery in  Jackson's  ill-fated  division  of  McCook's  corps. 

The  story,  as  related  the  night  of  the  battle,  was  that, 
gallantly  maintainii^  his  position,  be  inflicted  fearful 
loss  upon  the  Confederate  line  as  it  swept  up  the  crest 
of  the  hill  upon  which  stood  his  battery.  His  cannon- 
eers, together  with  the  infantry  supports,  had  been 
well-mgh  annihilated  by  the  volleys  which  Cheatham's 
division  poured  in  upon  them.  Parsons  and  another 
commissioned  ofHcer  were  all  that  were  left  at  the  guns. 
As  though  realizing  that  all  hope  of  life  was  gone,  but 
too  brave  to  turn  and  flee.  Parsons  dropped  the  point 
of  his  uplifted  sword  and  stood  at  "parade  rest"  amidst 
the  wreck  of  his  battery.  Instantly  every  musket  flew 
up,  and  with  a  cheer  for  the  indomitable  youth,  the  Con- 
federate line  rushed  by.  Little  effort  was  made  to  hold 
him,  so  that  in  the  confusion  of  the  moment  he  readily 
escaped  to  his  own  lines. 

Some  years  after  the  war,  the  same  colonel  entered 
the  ministry  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  was  called  to 
minister  in  the  city  of  Memphis.  The  scourge  of  yel- 
low fever  was  then  movii^  up  the  Mississippi  Valley, 
sparing  neither  age  nor  rank.  It  found  this  man  at  his 
post,  this  time  ministering  to  the  wants  of  a  people  but 
yesterday  his  foes.  Day  and  night,  immindful  of  him- 
self, he  stood  amidst  the  dead  and  dying,  unflinching  as 
before.  But  the  plague,  less  merciful  than  war,  swept 
over  him,  and  that  gallant  spirit  went  out  amidst  the 
sorrowing  tears  of  the  people  for  whom  he  now  I^d 
down  his  life. 
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Another  feature  of  the  battle  was  the  unintentioiial 
mbdi^  of  Confederate  and  Federal  troops  upon  Mc- 
Cook's  right  in  the  interval  which  existed  between  the 
two  corps.  It  occurred  with  the  reinforcements  sent  by 
Gilbert  to  McCook's  md.  Colonel  Goodii^,  for  in- 
stance, seeking  for  orders  as  to  where  to  place  his  brigade, 
rode  up  to  General  Polk,  and,  under  the  impression  that 
he  was  addressii^  General  McCook,  said,  "I  have  come 
to  your  assistance  with  my  brigade."  Asking  the  name 
of  the  command,  and  receiving  an  answer.  General  Polk 
replied,  "There  is  some  mistake  about  this,  and  you  are 
a  prisoner."  The  effect  of  Colonel  Gooding's  capture 
was  to  keep  his  brigade  inactive  for  some  time,  as  it  was 
unaware  of  his  fate  and  naturally  awaited  his  return; 
but  finally  it  went  into  action,  and,  judging  from  all  the 
information  obtainable  upon  the  subject,  directly  oppo- 
site the  left  of  the  Confederate  advance  line.  General 
Polk  had  kept  himself  mainly  upon  this  part  of  the 
field,  as  it  was  the  most  vulnerable,  and  about  dark  came 
very  near  presentii^  himself  as  an  exchange  for  Colonel 
Gooding.  The  account  of  the  incident  is  given  in  his 
own  words  as  narrated  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fremantle 
of  the  Coldstream  Guards,  British  army: 

I  got  out  of  General  Polk  the  atory  of  his  celebrated  ad- 
venture with  the repment,  which  resulted  in  the  almost 

total  destruction  of  that  corps.  I  had  often  during  my 
travels  heard  ofBcera  and  aoldiera  talking  of  this  extraor- 
dinary feat  of  the  bishop.  The  modest  yet  graphic  manner 
in  which  General  Polk  related  this  wonderful  instance  of 
coolness  and  bravery  was  extremely  interesting,  and  I  now 
repeat  it  as  nearly  as  I  can  in  his  own  words: 

"Well,  ar,  it  was  at  the  battle  of  Penyville,  late  in  the 
evening  —  in  fact  it  was  almost  dark  —  when  Liddell's  bri- 
gade came  into  action. 

"Shortly  after  its  arrival  I  observed  a  body  <rf  men  whom 
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I  believed  to  be  Confederates  standii^  at  an  ai^e  to  this 
brigade  and  firing  obliquely  at  the  newly  arrived  troop.  I 
said,  'Dear  me,  this  is  very  sad,  and  must  be  stopped,'  so 
I  turned  round,  but  could  find  none  of  my  young  men,  who 
were  absent  on  different  messages,  so  I  determined  to  ride 
myself  and  settle  the  matter.  Having  cantered  up  to  the 
colonel  of  the  re^ment  which  was  firing,  I  asked  him  in 
angry  tones  what  he  meant  by  shooting  his  friends,  and  I 
de^red  him  to  cease  doing  so  at  once.  He  answered  with 
surprise,  'I  don't  think  there  can  be  any  mistake  about  it. 
I  am  sure  they  are  the  enemy.'  'Enemy,'  I  said;  'why  I  have 
only  just  left  them  myself  —  cease  firing,  sir;    what  is  your 

name,  air?'     'My  name  la  Colonel ,  of  the ,  and 

pray,  sir,  who  are  you?'  Then  for  the  first  time  I  saw  to  my 
astonishment  that  he  was  a  Federal  and  that  I  was  in  the  rear 
of  the  Federal  hne.  Well,  I  saw  there  was  no  hope  but  to 
brazen  it  out,  my  dark  blouse  and  the  increasing  obscurity 
befriending  me,  so  I  approached  quite  close  to  him  and  shook 
my  fist  in  his  face,  saying,  'I'll  soon  show  you  who  I  am. 
Cease  firing  at  once.'  I  then  turned  my  horse  and  cantered 
slowly  down  the  line,  shouting  in  an  authoritative  mamier  to 
the  Yankees  to  cease  firing.  At  the  same  time  I  experienced 
a  disagreeable  sensation  like  screwing  up  my  back,  and  cal- 
culatii^  how  many  bullets  would  lie  between  my  shoulders 
every  moment;  I  was  afnud  to  increase  my  pace  until  I  got 
to  a  small  copse,  when  I  put  the  spurs  in  and  galloped  back 
to  my  men.  I  immediately  went  up  to  the  nearest  colonel 
and  said  to  him,  'Colonel,  I  have  reconnoitered  those  fel- 
lows pretty  closely,  and  there  is  no  mistake  as  to  who  they 
are.     You  may  get  up  and  go  at  them.'" 

The  work  was  soon  accomplished,  the  result  beii^  the 
almost  complete  destruction  of  the  enemy's  command.' 

General  Bragg's  forces,  which  now  were  superior  to 

General  Buell's  in  material  and,  with  the  arrival  of  Mar- 

'  Liddell'a  official  report,  "OSiolal  Recorda,  War  at  Rebellion,"  voL 
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shall,  nearly  equal  in  numbers,  were  assembled  at  Har- 
rodsburg  on  the  10th;  but  he  could  not  make  up  his 
mind  to  assume  the  offensive,  evincii^,  in  fact,  a  per- 
plexity and  vacillation  which  had  now  become  simply 
appalling  to  Smith,  to  Hardee,  and  to  Polk.  As  it  was 
evident  that  Buell  would  continue  his  movement  against 
the  communications  of  the  Confederate  army,  moving 
by  his  right  flank,  the  forces  were  retired  finally  to 
Brayantsville,  the  point  designated  as  the  temporary 
base.  General  Buell,  still  moving  by  the  right,  now 
threatened  to  occupy,  at  Crab  Orchard,  the  line  to  Cum- 
berland Gap  and  East  Tennessee.  The  prompt  deter- 
mination of  a  definite  plan  of  action  became,  therefore,  an 
urgent  question  in  the  Confederate  camp,  A  council  of 
war  was  consequently  called  by  General  Bragg,  several 
plans  were  su^ested,  but  the  weight  of  opinion  was  in 
favor  of  evacuating  Kentucky.  This  course  was  in 
keeping  with  the  commanding  general's  views;  the  re- 
treat from  the  State  was  therefore  ordered.  On  October 
13,  Kirby  Smith  with  the  Army  of  Kentucky,  and  Polk 
with  the  Army  of  Mississippi,  preceded  by  long  trains 
of  captured  stores,  marched  in  the  direction  of  East 
Tennessee.  General  Bragg  remained  with  the  army 
until  it  reached  London,  leaving  the  conduct  of  the  re- 
treat in  the  main  to  Polk  and  Smith.  At  London  he 
turned  over  the  command  to  General  Polk  and  rode 
direct  to  the  railroad  in  East  Tennessee,  going  thence 
to  Richmond,  where  he  made  his  report  to  the  govern- 
ment. 

General  Buell'a  pursuit  was  stubbornly  contested  by 
Wheeler  and  John  Morgan.  Finding  that  the  Confed- 
erate army  had  eluded  him,  he  halted  bis  main  force 
and  sent  General  Thomas  with  Crittenden's  corps  to 
continue  the  pursuit.     This  force  followed  as  far  as 
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London  only,  where  it  was  halted,  and  from  whence  it 
soon  moved  to  join  its  companion  corps  on  the  march 
to  Nashville. 

During  the  retreat,  Kirby  Smith,  who  chafed  under 
the  meager  results  of  the  campaign,  proposed  that  the 
army  should  turn  upon  the  pursuing  column  of  the 
enemy;  but  General  Polk,  although  eharii^  General 
Smith's  feeling,  declined  the  proposal,  as  his  instructions 
were  to  move  to  Knoxville  without  delay.' 

After  a  good  deal  of  privation  and  much  rough  march- 
ii^,  the  commands,  movii^  by  separate  roads,  reached 
Cumberland  Gap  and  passed  into  East  Tennessee.    Gen- 

'  Extract  from  "  General  Kirby  Smith,"  by  ArthurH.  Noll:  "Newsof 
the  battle  o(  Perry vilte  on  the  8th  reached  me  on  the  evening  ot  the9th 
nith  orders  to  join  Bragg  at  HarrodaburK.  The  head  of  my  column  by  a 
ninht  march  entered  Harrodaburg  early  on  the  morning  oC  the  10th  and 
I  reported  in  person  to  Geo.  Bragg  at  that  place.  The  rear  of  his  column 
was  moving  out  of  Harrodeburg  in  retreat  on  Camp  Dick  Robertaon  aa  I 
entered.  I  reported  my  arrival  at  Harrodaburg  with  30,000  men.  to 
Gen.  Bragg  and  urged  the  countermarch  of  hia  column  and  the  giving 
of  battle  to  Buell  at  that  place, —that  he  had  for  the  first  time  since  his 
arrival  in  Ky.  concentrated  hia  command,  and  that  he  could  put  near 
60,000  veterans  in  line  of  battle.  My  words  were  'For  God's  sake. 
General,  let  ua  fight  fiuell  here, — I  believe  that  without  a  command  even, 
our  men  would  run  over  Buell's  army  composed,  as  it  more  than  half  is. 
of  new  levies.'  Gen,  Bragg's  reply  to  me  was,  '  I  will  do  it,  Sir;  select 
a  position,  put  your  men  in  tine  of  battle  and  I  will  countermarch  my 
oolumu.'  I  was  occupied  the  whole  morning  in  putting  my  command  in 
line  of  battle  amidst  shouts  and  with  great  enthusiaaro,  promising  them 
a  fight  on  the  morrow  and  a  victory  over  the  enemy.  In  the  evening  I 
received  an  order  from  Bragg  directing  me  to  take  up  my  line,  march  on 
Camp  Dick  Robertsou,— that  he  had  decided  to  retreat  and  not  fight 
Buell.  I  moved  upon  Camp  Dick  Robertson  and  the  Campaign  ended 
most  iogtoriously.  and  from  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  Con- 
federacy, an  army  of  veterans  retreated  before  an  inferior  force  largely 
made  up  of  new  levies.  The  concentration  from  the  three  Departments 
of  West  Virginia,  East  Tennessee  and  Mississippi,  was  scattered  to  the 
four  winds.  Humphrey  Marshall  by  Pound  Gap  was  ordered  back  to 
West  Virginia,  the  army  ot  East  Tennessee  by  Big  Creek  and  Cum- 
berland Gaps  to  East  Tennessee,  and  Bragg,  posting,  in  person  to  Rich- 
mond, to  lay  his  caao  before  the  President." 


b>  Google 


.Et.  561         POLK  REPORTS  TO  RICHMOND.  165 

eral  Smith,  ^ain  in  hia  own  department,  disposed  his 
troops  to  protect  his  territory,  and  General  Polk  marched 
the  Army  of  Mississippi  to  Knoxville,  which  point  it 
reached  the  last  day  of  October.  About  November  1 
General  Bragg  returned  from  Richmond  and  resmued 
the  command  of  the  Army  of  Mississippi,  which  he  then 
transferred  by  rail  to  Murfreesboro  in  Middle  Tennessee, 
a  point  then  held  by  General  Breckinridge.  The  occu- 
pation of  this  position,  completed  early  in  December, 
was  the  closing  act  of  the  Kentucky  campaign.  On 
November  3  General  Polk  was  directed  by  General  Bragg 
to  proceed  to  Richmond  and  report  to  the  President. 
Mr.  Davis  had  ordered  his  presence  that  he  might  ob- 
tain further  information  concerning  the  conduct  of  the 
campaign.  Many  plain  questions  were  asked  and  as 
plainly  answered,  the  situation  demanding  the  utmost 
candor.  General  Polk  stated,  with  all  respect  to  General 
Bragg's  great  abilities  in  the  direction  of  oi^anization 
and  discipline,  that  he  had  been  wantir^  in  the  higher 
elements  of  generalship  in  the  conduct  of  the  campaign; 
and  that,  in  view  of  the  admitted  possibilities  of  the 
campaign,  he  considered  it  a  failure — an  opinion,  he  said, 
he  believed  Generals  Smith  and  Hardee  shared  with 
him.  He  further  said  that  General  Bragg  had  lost  the 
confidence  of  his  generals,  and,  in  answer  to  a  suggestion 
from  the  President  of  a  chaise  of  commanders,  requested 
that  General  Joseph  E.  Johnston  should  be  assigned  to 
the  command  of  the  army,  if  a  change  were  made. 

It  is  needless  to  say  that  General  Bragg  did  not  share 
in  the  opinion  of  the  campaign  which  his  subordinates 
held,  and  while  he  acknowledged  some  of  its  failures, 
attributed  them  to  General  Polk.  Failing  to  secure  the 
support  from  the  general  officers  of  the  army  necessary 
to  the  successful  prosecution  of  charges,  General  Bragg 
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wrote  an  official  report  of  the  campaign  (May  20,  1863), 
in  which  he  specifically  placed  the  responsibility  for  his 
futures  upon  General  Polk.  The  government  suppressed 
the  report.  How  far  General  Br^g  was  correct  in  his 
claims  can  be  learned  by  comparing  his  official  report ' 
with  the  narrative  of  this  chapter,  and  then  by  checking 
both  with  the  correspondence,'  brought  out  by  his  en- 
deavor to  secure  evidence  upon  which  to  base  an  arrest 
and  charges  before  a  court-martial.  Further  light  may 
also  be  gotten  by  referring  to  the  documents  to  be  found 
in  the  volumes  of  the  Official  Records  of  the  Rebellion 
referred  to  the  footnotes  to  this  chapter.  Questions 
which  are  not  met  in  any  of  these  sources  of  information 
will  find  a  solution  in  the  letter  which  General  Buell 
kindly  wrote  in  answer  to  one  addressed  him  by  the 
author.  This  letter,  together  with  the  essential  part  of 
General  Brad's  official  report,  appears  in  the  Appendix 
to  this  chapter.  This  report  claims  that  his  plans  were 
defeated,  first  because  Polk  did  not  move  from  Bards- 
town  to  attack  the  insignificant  force  (Sill's  division) 
before  Frankfort;  second,  because  Polk  did  not  rout 
Buell  at  Perryville.  The  report  is  silent  as  to  the  fact 
that  General  Bra^  himself  countermanded  the  first, 
and  it  shows  that  General  Bra^  was  persistently  blind 
to  the  additional  fact  that  he  had  rendered  the  second 
impossible  by  sending  Polk  with  16,000  men  to  fight 
58,000,  while  he  himself  took  36,000  with  which  to 
fight  12,000. 

Transmitting  to  Polk,  Brad's  letter  in  which  was 
sought  from  Polk's  subordinates  evidence  for  the  pro- 
posed charges,  Hardee,  thoroughly  familiar  with  the 
campaign,  closed  his  letter  to  Polk  thus:  "If  you  choose 
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to  rip  up  the  Kentucky  campaign  you  can  tear  Bragg  to 
tatters." ' 

Biit,  after  all,  "tearing  Bragg  to  tatters"  was  nothing 
comparable  to  the  loss  his  incapacity  had  caused  the 
Confederacy.  Looking  back  upwu  that  campaign,  in 
the  light  of  what  was  then  happening,  it  was  the  greatest 
opportunity  ever  presented  this  army  to  do  its  share  in 
the  war.  It  was  in  prime  condition,  manoeuvering  in 
a  faultless  country;  and  yet  in  spite  of  its  two  battles, 
both  subBidiariea  to  its  greater  purpose,  its  march  into 
Kentucky,  solely  for  the  lack  of  leadership,  sank  from 
the  level  of  a  campaign  to  that  of  a  raid. 

'  Hardee  to  Polk,"  Official  Recorda.War  of  RebelUon,"  vol.  ivi,  pt.  i. 
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LeUa-frotii  General  Buett  to  Dr.  Polk. 

AiRDNB,  June  24, 1879.    (P.  O.,  Paradise,  Ky.) 

Bear  Sir:  ...  I  was  very  ill  wLeu  your  letter  was  re- 
oeived,  and  for  &  considerable  time  it  remained  am.ong  a  mass 
of  neglected  duties.  It  is  very  late  to  answer  it  now,  but  I 
learned  recently  from  Doctor  Metealfe  that  you  liad  not  yet 
disposed  of  the  matter  with  reference  to  which  you  desired 
information,  and  I  am  unwilling  to  seem  to  have  been  either 
indifferent  to  the  subject  or  careless  about  your  request. 

I  venture,  therefore,  at  this  late  day  to  reply  to  your  in- 
quiries iu  their  order,  as  follows: 

1st.  On  the  afternoon  and  night  of  October  6,  1862,  Mc 
Cook's  corps,  forming  the  left  of  my  army,  was  five  miles 
northwest  of  Willisburgh,  on  the  road  from  Bloomfleld,  with 
the  exception  of  Sill's  division,  which  was  on  the  road  from 
Louisville  to  Frankfort,  probably  near  Shelbyville  on  that 
day.  Gilbert's  corps  (which,  moving  from  Ijouisville  by  the 
way  of  Shepherdsville,  formed  the  right)  and  Crittenden's 
(which,  moving  by  way  of  Mt.  Washington,  formed  the  cen- 
ter), having  converged  from  Bardstown,  were  following  the 
Confederate  army,  and  encamped  near  Springfield  on  the 
night  of  the  6th. 

2d.  On  the  night  of  the  7th,  McCoot's  corps,  excepting 
Sill's  division  as  above,  was  at  Maxville,  about  twelve  miles 
from  Perryville,  Gilbert's,  now  in  the  center  under  my 
personal  direction,  was  in  front  of  Perryville  on  the  Spring- 
field road,  about  two  and  a  half  miles  off.  Crittenden's, 
now  on  the  right,  under  the  immediate  direction  of  General 
16S 


b>  Google 


APPENDIX  TO  CHAPTER   V.  169 

Thomaa,  was  two  and  a  hsM  miles  south  of  HaysvlUe,  about 
twelve  miles  from  Penyville.  It  was  ordered  to  enoan^  that 
ni^t  at  HajBville,  whieh  is  on  the  road  from  Lebanon  to 
Perryville,  but  in  fact  it  wasted  its  strength  and  the  best  part 
of  the  night  in  marohii^  away  from  the  road  after  water.  It 
was  consequently  out  of  timely  reach  of  the  instruetiona 
whieh  I  sent  to  it  on  the  night  of  the  7th,  and  it  did  not 
substantially  get  into  portion  in  front  of  Perryville  nntil  the 
afternoon  of  the  8th,  Two  of  its  divisions  were  up  at  about 
twelve  o'clock,  and  were  reported  at  my  headquarters  at 
half -past  ten  o'clock.    The  other  dividon  was  still  two  miles 

MeCook's  corps  in  these  movements  was  purposely  held 
a  little  back,  to  be  in  supporting  distance  of  the  column  on 
the  Frankfort  road,  and  in  consequence  of  the  uncertainty 
as  to  the  point  at  which  the  main  Confederate  army  and 
Eirby  Smith's  force  would  concentrate;  my  object  being  to 
get  as  much  as  possible  on  the  line  of  any  Confederate  move- 
ment toward  Middle  Tennessee,  without  too  mnch  exposing 
my  communication  with  LouisviUe  to  a  Confederate  move- 
ment on  my  left. 

3d.  On  the  night  of  the  3d  the  three  corps  were  at  Salt 
River, —  Gilbert's  (then  the  right)  near  Shepherdsville,  Crit- 
tenden's (then  the  center)  near  Mt.  Washington,  and  He- 
Cook's  (the  left)  at  TaylorsviUe,  ezceptii^  Sill's  division,  as 
above  stated. 

4th.  The  strength  of  the  three  corps  was  about  21,000  men 
each  on  leaving  LouisviUe.  The  detachment  of  ^ll's  from 
MeCook's  left  the  latter  —  for  any  purpose  of  immediate 
battle — about  14,000  men,  or  less.  The  whole  available 
force,  including  cavalry,  for  a  generic  battle  at  Perryville  on 
the  8th,  without  any  allowance  for  stra^lers  since  leaving 
Louisville,  would  have  been  about  58,000  men,  if  the  right 
and  left  corps  had  got  into  position  according  to  my  orders. 

I  cannot  give  you  very  accurate  information  in  regard  to 
the  strength  of  my  cavalry.  The  principal  part  of  the  force 
operat'u^  with  the  army  at  Perryville  consisted  of  perfectly 
raw  Kentucky  regiments  which  I  found  at  Louisville  on  ray 
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arrival,  t  reokon  It  to  have  been  abont  15O0  or  2000 
strong;. 

The  older  force,  which  numbered  1200  or  1600,  and  wMoh 
came  with  me  from  Tenneaaee,  was  halted  at  Elizabethtown, 
partly  to  observe  in  that  direction  the  Confederate  army  at 
Bardstown,  and  partly  in  consequence  of  the  neoeesity  o£ 
repairing  it  before  it  could  be  fit  for  active  operations  with 
the  army.  The  whole  cavalry  foree  was  totally  inadequate 
for  the  service  which  the  occasion  demanded. 

5th.  I  marched  from.  Bowling  Qreen  to  attack  Bra^  at 
Glasgow.  I  should  have  attacked  Hm  at  that  point  if  he  had 
been  found  there,  or  at  Munf  ordsville  if  he  had  not  moved  on, 
or  at  any  other  point  at  which  he  might  have  chosen  to  give 
battle.  I  never  thought  of  falling  back  upon  Bowling  Qreen, 
or  of  moving  via  Morgantown  or  any  other  point  to  the  Ohio 
River.  When  Bragg,  with  my  army  close  upon  his  rear, 
tamed  off  toward  Bardstown,  I  moved  then  rapidly  to  Lonia- 
ville,  both  to  protect  that  place  if  he  should  advance  t^^nst 
it,  and  to  increase  my  strength  for  further  offensive  operations. 

The  forgoing  perhaps  sufflciently  answers  your  inquiries, 
but  it  may  not  be  altogether  uninteresting  to  you  if  I  add 
some  general  remarks  upon  a  cam.paign  in  which  your  dis- 
tingiUBhed  father  acted  a  prominent  part. 

My  interpretation  of  Bragg's  design  while  he  was  preparing 
his  campa^n  at  Chattanooga  in  the  summer  of  1862  differed 
in  some  respects  from  its  execution.  The  immediate  object,  I 
bad  no  doubt,  was  the  recovery  of  Middle  Tennessee  and  the 
occupation  of  Nashville.  Beyond  that  it  was  not  necessary 
to  anticipate ;  though,  if  that  were  accomplished,  the  exten- 
sion of  the  campa^n  into  Kentocky  was  not  an  improbable 
purpose.  I  expected  the  operations  for  this  object  to  be 
prompt  and  aggressive  from  the  first ;  like  those  of  Lee  into 
Pennsylvania  in  1862,  and  like  those  of  Hood  against  Nash- 
ville in  the  closng  year  of  the  war.  It  was,  according  to  my 
view,  to  be  a  eampa^n  not  only  of  bold  movements  for  the 
immediate  object,  but  of  battles  promptly  delivered  if  neces- 
sary. Such  a  plan  seemed  to  be  in  accordance  with  the 
pohcy  of  the  Confederate  Government  at  that  time,  and  the 
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temper  of  the  soathem  people.  I  do  not  say  that  it  wonid 
have  been  any  more  snocesefnl,  for  that  was  the  plan  which  it 
was  most  in  my  mind  to  defeat 

With  all  the  information  that  has  since  eome  to  my  knowl- 
edge, I  still  adhere  to  this  view  of  the  original  plan. 

The  execution  wavered  very  soon  after  Bragg  crossed  the 
Tennessee  River,  find  at  last— I  suppose  about  the  1st  of 
September — materially  departed  from  the  original  idea  of  a 
direct  attack.  Bnt  I  regarded  the  immediate  object  to  be  the 
same,  though  pursued  by  more  tardy  and  less  direct  means, 
until  the  bulk  of  his  aimy  had  crossed  the  Cumberland  and 
was  approaching  Glasgow.  After  passing  that  point,  with 
my  army  in  his  rear,  a  pitched  battle  or  a  further  advance 
into  Kentucky  became  inevitable,  whatever  may  have  been 
the  original  plan.  Yon  may  have  the  means  of  knowing 
whether  this  view  is  correct,  and  I  will  not  recite  the  evidence 
upon  which  my  opinion  is  based  at  the  time  and  is  still  enter- 
tained. 

I  was  not  mnoh  at  fault,  in  spite  of  the  first  extravagant 
reports,  in  regard  to  the  force  which  was  being  employed.  I 
estimated  it  at  60,000  men,  including  Kirby  Smith's  force.  It 
was  not  easy  to  tell  how  it  was  or  might  be  divided  between 
Chattanooga  and  Knoxville  ;  but,  at  any  rate,  I  expected  the 
bulk  of  it,  starting  from  East  Tennessee  and  Chattanooga,  to 
operate  in  close  communication,  and  at  length  to  unite  for  the 
main  object  in  Middle  Tennessee.  A  diversion  proceeding 
from  Knosville  toward  Kentucky,  requiring  of  me  a  more 
efficient  oi^^anization  of  the  scanty  and  scatt«red  force  in  that 
State,  I  anticipated ;  and  with  that  view,  about  the  20th  of 
August,  I  sent  General  Nelson,  with  some  artillery  and  a  few 
general  officers,  to  take  command  in  Kentnoky. 

The  force  which  I  had  in  Middle  Tennessee  and  Alabama 
did  not  exceed  46,000  men,  and  the  necessity  of  guarding 
long  liues  of  communication  that  were  frequently  broken  by 
the  partisan  operations  of  the  Confederate  cavalry  in  a  coim- 
try  which  was  not  friendly  reduced  the  force  which  I  could 
oonoentrate  at  any  point  in  advance  of  Nashville  to  30,000 
men.    After  the  operations  of  the  two  armies  had  extended 
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to  the  north  ride  of  the  Cumberland,  my  force  was  increaBed 
by  two  divifdons,  about  10,000  men,  from  General  Grant. 

My  movementa  to  counteract  the  invasion  were  based  upon 
the  facts  and  theories  above*  described.  They  coQtemplat«d 
battle  always:  defenfdve,  or  defensive -offensive  in  the  begin- 
ning, while  my  available  force  was  weakest,  and  Brt^g^s 
designs  were  supposed  to  be  direct ;  offensive,  when  my  foree 
was  increased,  and  Brag^  established  his  army  on  my  com- 
tnusications  at  Glasgow  and  Munfordsville.  But  they  alao 
comprehended  fully  the  advantage  which  the  use  of  arms  of 
precision  and  long  range  gave  to  that  side  which  could  choose 
its  position  and  await  attacks— an  advantage  that  became 
more  generally  recognized  on  both  sides  later  in  the  war. 

This  general  view  will  explain  my  movements  throughout. 
I  have  seen  no  authoritative  explanation  of  Bragg's.  My 
first  object  was  to  defend  Middle  Tennessee,  and  I  there- 
fore put  myself  always  between  its  capital  and  the  invading 
army,  even  when  the  enemy  was  placing  himself  on  my  line 
of  communicationa.  I  knew  that  Kentucky  was  weak,  but 
she  was  on  the  dde  of  powerful  succor,  and,  with  the  rein- 
forcements which  I  was  promised,  I  could  follow  Bragg 
threateningly  and  give  him  battle  when  the  time  came. 
Very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  C.   BOELL. 

Db.  W.  M.  Polk,  City  of  New  York. 

Extract  from  Gtneral  Braff^s  Official  Seport  of  May  20, 1863. 

Major-General  Polk,  left  at  Bardstown  in  command,  was 
directed,, if  pressed  by  a  force  too  large  to  justify  his  giving 
battle,  to  fall  back  in  the  direction  of  the  new  depot  near 
BryantsviUe,  in  front  of  which  I  proposed  to  concentrate  for 
action.  Arriving  in  Lesington  on  the  1st  of  October,  I  met 
the  Provirional  Governor  of  the  State,  who  had  previously. 
been  invited  to  accompany  me  and  arrange  for  his  instal- 
lation at  the  eapitol  on  the  4th.  The  available  forces  of 
General  Smith,  just  returned  to  Lexington,  were  ordered 
immediately  to  Frankfort.     Finding  but  little  progress  had 
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been  made  in  the  transfer  of  our  aeeumulated  stores  from 
Lexington,  and  learning  of  a  heavy  movement  of  the  enemy 
from  Louisville,  I  ordered  Major-General  Polk,  in  writing 
dated  "  Lexington,  10  o'clock  p.m.,  October  2,"  and  sent  by 
two  routes,  "  to  move  from  Bardstown,  with  his  whole  avail- 
able force,  by  way  of  Bloomfield,  toward  Fraakfort,  to  strike 
the  enemy  in  flank  and  rear,"  and  informed  him  that  Major- 
General  Smith  would  attack  in  front. 

When  received  at  Bardstown  ou  the  3d,  the  general  sub- 
mitted this  order,  which  is  not  mentioned  in  his  report  (see 
Exhibit  No.  1),  to  a  council  of  wing  and  division  commanders, 
and  determined  to  move  as  originally  instructed  by  me  on 
leaving  Bardstown. 

Fortunately,  notice  of  this  determination  reached  me  at 
Frankfort  in  time  to  prevent  the  movement  against  the 
enemy's  front  by  General  Smith,  but  it  necessitated  an  entire 
change  in  my  plans, — the  abandonment  of  the  capital,  and 
the  partial  uncovering  and  ultimate  loss  of  our  stores  at  Les- 
ing^n.  Not  donbting  but  that  some  imperative  necessity, 
unknown  to  me,  existed  with  the  general  for  this  departure 
from  instructions,  I  conformed  at  once  to  hismovemente,  and 
put  Qeneral  Smith's  command  in  motion,  to  form  the  junc- 
tion farther  south,  still  covering  the  suppUes  at  Lexington 
as  far  as  practicable. 

Proceeding  rapidly  to  Harrodsburg  myself,  I  was  met  there 
by  Major-General  Polk,  on  the  6th  of  October,  with  the  head 
of  the  coliunn,  which  had  marched  from  Bardstown  on  the 
3d.  After  a  full  and  free  conference  with  the  general,  my 
first  views  remained  unchanged,  and,  as  he  reported  to  me 
at  midnight  of  the  6th  of  October,  when  enclosing  a  written 
report  from  Major-General  Hardee,  at  Perryville,  "  that  he 
did  not  regard  the  enemy  in  lai^  strength  near  there  "  (see 
Exhibit  No.  2),  I  renewed,  early  on  the  morning  of  the  7th, 
the  order  to  concentrate  all  the  forces  in  front  of  the  depot 
at  Lexington.  But  before  the  order  was  put  in  full  opera- 
tion, information  was  received  that  the  enemy,  in  limited 
force,  waa  pressing  upon  General  Hardee  at  Perryville  ;  that 
he  was  nowhere  concentrated  against  us,  but  was  moving  by 
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separate  colamns ;  hia  r^ht  was  near  Lebanon ;  a  corps  in 
front  of  Perryville ;  and  his  left  two  entire  corps  extending 
by  way  of  Macksville  to  Frankfort,  a  line  of  at  least  sixty 
miles.  This  presented  an  opportunity,  which  I  promptly 
seized,  of  striking  him  in  detail. 

Accordingly  written  orders  were  given  to  Mttjor-Oeneral 
Polk,  dated  "  Harrodsburg,  October  7,  5.40  p.m.,"  to  move 
Cheatham's  division,  now  at  Harrodsburg,  back  to  Perry- 
ville, and  to  proceed  to  that  point  himself,  "attack  the 
enemy  immediately,  rout  him,  and  then  move  rapidly  to 
join  Major-General  Smith,"  as  before  ordered ;  and  it  was 
added,  "  No  time  should  be  lost  in  this  movement."  Mean- 
while during  the  same  day  I  had  received  repeated  and 
urgent  applications  from  General  Smith  (near  Frankfort)  by 
express,  representing  the  enemy  to  be  in  strong  force  in  his 
immediate  front,  and  earnestly  asking  for  reinforcements. 
Accordingly,  Withers's  division  had  been  detached  and  sent 
to  him  (before  receipt  by  me  of  the  information  from  Perry- 
viUe),  and  was  already  tar  on  the  way  thither  at  the  time 
when  the  movement  to  Perryville  was  ordei-ed,  and  this  will 
account  for  my  being  without  the  benefit  of  this  division  in 
the  battle  which  ensued  next  day  at  the  latter  place.  Major- 
General  Polk  arrived  at  Perryville  with  Cheatham's  division 
before  midnight  of  the  7th,  and  the  troops  were  pliiced  by 
General  Hardee  in  the  line  of  battle  previously  established. 
Our  forces  now  in  this  position  consisted  of  three  divisions  of 
infantry,  about  14,500,  and  two  small  brigades  of  cavalry, 
about  1500.  To  this  the  enemy  opposed  one  corps,  Gilbert's, 
about  18,000  strong.  Information  reached  me  during  the 
evening  and  night  of  the  7th  at  Harrodsburg,  which  indicated 
that  no  attack  could  be  made  on  General  Smith's  command 
the  next  day,  and  I  immediately  changed  my  purpose  to  join 
hitn,  and  determined  to  go  to  Perryville.  From  unofQcial 
sources  I  was  ted  to  fear  the  existence  of  serious  misappre- 
henfnon  in  regard  to  the  position  and  strength  of  the  enemy's 
forces  near  Perryville,  as  well  as  to  the  location  of  onr 
suppUes,  supposed  to  be  at  Bryantsville,  when  in  truth  but 
two  days'  rations  for  the  army  had  reached  that  point. 
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Having  ordered  the  attack,  and  that  no  time  should  be  lost, 
I  was  concerned  at  Bot  hearing  the  oommencement  of  the 
engagement  early  in  the  morning,  bat  was  much  relieved 
for  the  time  by  receiving  from  Gleneral  Polk  a  not«  dated 
"  PerryvUle,  6  a.m.,  8th  Oct.,"  informing  me  that  the  enemy's 
pickets  commenoed  firing  at  daylight,  and  that  he  shonld 
briag  on  the  engagement  vigorously.  To  my  surprise,  how- 
ever, no  gun  woB  heard,  and  on  my  arrival,  about  10  A.U.,  I 
was  informed  that  it  was  determined  not  to  attack,  bnt  to 
assmne  the  "  defensive-offensive."  After  a  hasty  reoonnois- 
sance  and  consultation,  orders  were  given  for  some  changes 
deemed  necessary  in  the  line  of  battle ;  a  portion  of  it,  be- 
ing withdrawn,  was  restored,  and  Major-Oeneral  Polk  was 
ordered  to  bring  on  the  eng^ement.  Impatient  at  the 
delay  after  this  order,  I  dispatched  a  staff-officer  to  repeat  it 
to  the  general,  and  soon  thereafter  I  followed  in  person  and 
put  the  troops  in  motion. 

Major-Oeneral  Buell,  commanding  the  forces  there  in  our 
immediate  front,  in  his  ofBoial  report  says ;  "  I  had  somewhat 
expected  an  attack  early  in  the  morning  on  Gilbert's  corps, 
while  it  was  isolated."  These  delays  had  postponed  the 
action  until  it  was  now  past  noon,  and  a  second  corps  of  the 
enemy  (18,000)  had  reached  the  field.  The  general  ofScers  at 
the  meeting  about  daylight  (see  General  Polk's  report),  who 
resolved  on  this  delay,  must  have  acted  without  correct  in- 
formation,  and  in  ^noranoe  that  my  orders  were  urgent  and 
imperative  for  the  attack ;  moreover,  I  was  within  one  hour's 
ride  and  was  not  consulted  or  informed. 

The  official  report  written  by  General  Bragg  October  12, 
1862,  should  be  read  in  connection  with  this  report.  See 
"  Official  Records,  War  of  Rebellion,"  vol.  xvi,  pt  i,  p.  1087. 
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A  visit  from  the  President The  mtrnageot  General  John  Horgan. — 

The  battle  of  HnrtreeBboto, — Strength  of  opposing  forces. — DisadvaD- 
tages  of  the  Seld. —  EitracU  from  OeneFSl  Polk's  report. —  Tbe  call  for 
Breckinridge's  brigades  b;  Hardee  and  Polk. — Assault  of  Breokln- 
rid^s  division  and  its  disastrous  result,  January  2.— Killed  and 
wounded  on  either  side. — Qeneral  Polk  and  his  division  commanders 
advise  retreat — Qenend  Bragg  determines  to  hold  his  own. — Recedes 
from  the  resolve  and  deddes  npon  retreat. —  Council  of  general  ofBcers. 
— Betreat  to  be  imnjediat^.— Army  falls  back  to  Shelbyville  and  Tulla- 
homs. —  Correspondence  between  General  Bragg  and  Qenerals  Polk, 
Hardee,  Breckinridge,  Cleburne,  and  Cheatham.— General  Polk's  note 
to  President  Davis.—  General  Johnston  ordered  to  investigate  causes  of 
discontent;  assumes  temporary  command  of  the  army. — Polk  renews  tbe 
effort  to  secure  hitn  as  permanent  commander. — An  eye  to  the  morale 
of  the  army, — Story  of  tlie  chaplains.— The  Tullahoma  campaigD.- 
Chattanooga.— General  view  of  the  political  and  military  sitUBtiou, 

Oeneral  Polk  remained  in  Bichmond  a  few  days,  and 
then  went  to  Raleigh  with  a  view  of  temporarily  settling 
his  family,  whose  sojourn  after  the  burning  of  their 
dwelling  had  been  changing  with  the  Confederate  line. 
Having  left  Nashville  when  it  was  evacuated  in  conse- 
quence of  the  retreat  from  Bowling  Green  under  Sidney 
Johnston,  they  went  to  New  Orleans,  and  upon  its  fall, 
or  as  soon  as  they  were  able  to  leave,  they  came  out  of 
General  Butler's  line  to  seek  such  shelter  as  might  be 
obtained  within  Confederate  sway. 

After  an  absence  of  two  weeks  General  Polk,  who 

meanwhile  had  received  his  commission  as  lieutenant- 
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general,  rejoined  the  army,  now  encamped  in  the  vicinity 
of  Murfreesboro ;  the  Federal  army,  after  the  vain  pur- 
suit of  the  forces  under  General  Polk  through  eastern 
Kentucky,  }iaving  been  concentrated  at  Nashville,  with 
General  Roeecrans,  in  place  of  General  Buell,  as  tiie  chief 
in  command. 

Two  events  now  took  place  which  attracted  no  little 
attention  at  the  time.  One  was  a  visit  to  the  army  from 
President  Davis;  the  other  was  the  marriage  of  General 
John  Moi^n,  the  celebrated  cavalry  commander.  Botli 
occurrences  are  mentioned  in  the  following  extract  from 
a  letter  to  Mrs.  Polk,  <lated  December  17 : 

We  have  had  a  royal  visit,  from  a  royal  visitor.  The  Pres- 
ident himself  has  been  with  us.  He  arrived  on  Friday,  re- 
viewed my  corps  of  three  divisions  od  Saturday,  dined  with 
a  party  of  general  officers  at  Bragg's,  and  left  on  Sunday. 
The  review  was  a  great  afFair ;  everything  went  off  admirably, 
and  he  was  highly  gratified  with  the  result — said  they  were 
the  best-appeariug  troops  be  had  seen,  well  appointed  and 
well  clad.  The  sight  was  very  imposing,  and,  as  it  was  my 
corps,  very  gratifying  to  me,  as  you  may  suppose.  There  was 
some  correspondent  of  the  Rebel  at  Chattanooga  who  came 
with  the  President,  and  who  gave  his  account  of  the  spectacle ; 
I  cut  it  out  aud  enclose  it  to  you.  We  had  a  great  wedding 
the  other  day,  as  you  will  also  see  by  the  accompanying  no- 
tice. It  was  no  other  than  the  redoubtable  John  Morgan.  He 
was  married,  as  you  see,  by  a  heutenant -general,  a  select 
company  present  —  Generals  Bragg,  Hardee,  Breckioridge, 
Cheatham,  etc.    It  is  an  historical  event.* 

In  accordance  with  his  settled  determination  to  care- 
fully avoid  all  public  exercise  of  his  priestly  functions, 
(Jeneral  Polk  at  first  thought  tfl  decline  the  request 

1  Tbe  ftccount  of  thia  marriAge  g^ven  in  Biyaot'e  "HisloTy  of  tbe 
United  States,"  aod  its  statementa  aa  to  tbe  part  borne  by  Oeneral  Polk, 

it  1h  needless  to  Ba,y,  are  Qctltious. 
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which  VfO&  made  him  to  act  upon  that  occasion;  but 
upon  reflection  he  concluded  to  gratify  the  gallajit  gen- 
eral, who  at  Hartsville  had  just  accomplished  a  brilliant 
feat  in  the  capture  of  the  position  with  s  large  number 
of  prisoners,  and  who  then  was  upon  the  'eve  of  depart- 
ing upon  an  expedition  into  Kentucky,  for  the  purpose 
of  harassing  the  communications  of  the  enemy. 

The  visit  which  Mr.  Davis  made  to  this  department  at 
tliis  period  was  the  more  important  because  it  was  the 
first  time  he  had  personally  inspected  the  army  in  the 
west,  its  field  of  operation  and  its  i-esources ;  and  such 
was  his  influence  that  this  visit  was  counted  upon  by 
many  as  a  means  of  cheeking  the  discontent  in  the  army 
and  among  the  people,  due  to  the  disappointments  of 
the  military  operations  just  closed.  It  is  difficult  to 
state  how  far  these  anticipations  were  realized  as  regards 
the  people,  but  they  were  fully  realized  as  regards  the 
tuTny,  for  the  enthusiasm  which  his  presence  and  cheer- 
ing words  created  gave  an  assurance  of  a  greater  success 
than  was  to  be  attained  in  the  battle  soon  to  be  fought 
at  Murfreesboro. 

In  this  battle,  as  at  Perryville,  there  was  desperate 
flghting  on  both  sides,  great  carnage,  and  a  result  hardly 
proportionate  to  the  loss  involved. 

But  we  leave  the  battle  in  its  details  to  the  general  his- 
torian. Our  duty  will  be  confined  to  mentioning  such 
general  matter  connected  with  it  as  may  be  necessary 
to  explain  the  part  taken  in  it  by  the  forces  under 
(Jeneral  Polk. 

General  Rosecrans  moved  on  Murfreesboro  with  46,940 
men,  and  fought  the  battle  with  43,400. 

The  army  under  him  was  divided  into  three  corps: 
General  MeCook's,  consisting  of  three  divisions,  under 
Johnston,  Davis,  and  Sheridan ;  General  Thomas's,  con- 
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sisting  of  two  divisions,  under  Negley  and  BousseaB ; 
and  General  Crittenden's,  composed  of  three  divisions, 
nnder  Wood,  Palmer,  and  Van  Cleve. 

General  Bragg's  array  was  divided  into  two  corps  of 
two  divisions  each,  commanded  by  Generals  Polk  and 
Hardee;  a  reserve  division  of  three  brigades  under 
Gteneral  McCown ;  and  the  cavalry  under  Generals 
Wheeler,  Wharton,  and  Pegram :  the  whole  number- 
ing 37,712  men, — about  10,000  men  less  than  the  force 
opposed  to  him  during  the  campaign.  This  differ- 
ence in  the  relative  number  of  the  forces  should  be 
l>ome  in  mind,  because  the  statement  that  General 
Bosecrans  fought  the  battle  with  43,400  men  might  be 
construed  as  indicating  the  number  employed  through- 
out the  movement.  Such  was  not  the  ease,  however, 
the  actual  niuuber  brought  to  bear  at  Murfreesboro 
being  46,940. 

The  Federal  army  occupied  Nashville,  its  right  extend- 
ing toward  Franklin  and  its  left  towai-d  Lebanon.  Gen- 
eral Bragg's  center  was  at  Murfreesboro  under  General 
jPolk,  his  right  at  Reedyvllle  under  General  McCown, 
and  his  left  at  Triune  and  Eagleville  under  General 
Hardee.  Such  was  the  situation  of  the  armies  when 
information  was  received,  on  the  2Cth  of  December,  that 
Rosccrans  was  advancing.  This  was  soon  made  evident 
by  heavy  demonstrations  upon  the  outposts. 

General  Bra^  having  decided  to  accept  battle  and  to 
defend  Murfreesboro,  all  the  forces  were  concentrated  at 
that  point  by  the  28th. 

The  position  the  commanding  general  of  the  Confed- 
erate forces  determined  to  occupy,  and  from  which  to 
■  assume  the  offensive,  seems  to  have  been  more  favorable 
to  the  enemy  than  to  the  troops  under  him.  Hardee,  in 
his  report,  says  of  it : 
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The  field  of  battle  offered  no  peculiar  advantages  for 
defense.  The  open  fields  beyond  the  town  being  fringed  with 
dense  cedar  brakes,  which  offered  excellent  shelter  for  ap- 
proaching infantry,  and  was  almost  impervioua  to  artillery. 
The  country  ob  every  side  was  entirely  open  and  accessible  to 
the  enemy. 

The  field  thus  described  lay  some  two  and  a  half  miles 
northwest  of  Murfreesboro,  and  was  intersected  by  thi-ee 
turnpike  roads,  known  respectively  as  the  Triune  or 
Franklin  road,  the  Wilkinson  and  the  Nashville  roads. 
Stone  River,  between  the  town  and  the  battlefield,  flows 
through  low  banks  of  limestone,  which  are  steep  and 
in  some  places  difficult  to  pass,  and  it  gradually  trends 
to  the  north  as  a  tributary  of  the  Cumberland.  At  the 
beginning  of  the  battle  this  stream  could  be  forded  at 
any  p«int  witliout  difficulty  by  infantry,  but  the  usual 
winter  rains  of  the  region  would  swell  it  in  a  few  hours 
to  an  impassable  torrent  —  a  fact  that  was  soon  to  be 
realized. 

Owing  to  a  wide  bend  which  it  made  opposite  the 
town,  Stone  River  may  be  said  to  have  covered  the  rear4 
and  the  right  of  the  position  ultimately  taken  by  General 
Bragg,  and  upon  which  the  battle  was  chiefly  fought. 

A  refei-ence  to  the  map  will  show  that  the  railroad  to 
Nashville,  aft«r  crossing  the  river,  ran  alongside  of  it 
for  some  twelve  hundred  yards,  then,  owing  to  a  sharp 
turn  of  the  stream  to  the  east,  the  relation  was  lost.  At 
the  point  of  divergence  the  railroad  track,  running 
through  a  deep  cut,  was  not  more  than  one  hundred 
yards  from  the  river,  whose  banks  just  here  happened 
to  be  highest  on  the  west  side  (the  side  of  the  railroad). 
With  this  river  bluff  on  the  one  side,  and  the  deep  rail- 
road cut  on  the  other,  the  narrow  intervening  space 
could  be  easily  held  by  a  resolute  force.     It  was  here 
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that  General  Rosecrans  placed  his  left,  and  it  was  this 
point  which  determined  the  battle  in  his  favor. 

At  the  time  of  the  battle  this  space  was  covered  with 
forest  trees,  which  extended  thence  as  far  as  the  Nasli- 
viUe  turnpike,  some  one  hundred  yards  to  the  west.  It 
is  called  in  official  reports  the  "  Round  Forest,"  but  was 
known  to  the  soldiers  as  "  Hell's  Half  Acre." 

General  Rosecrans  completed  his  formation  on  the 
afternoon  of  December  30.  His  left  rested  upon  Stone 
River  at  the  Rouud  Forest,  extending  a  little  to  the  east 
of  the  forest  along  the  river-bank,  which  here  overlooked 
the  opposite  shi)re.  The  line  extended  thence  in  a  south- 
westerly direction  across  the  Nashville  and  Wilkinson 
turnpikes  to  tlie  Franklin  road,  along  which  it  ran  for 
a  short  distance,  and  then  turned  west  and  rested  upon 
the  southern  side  of  this  latter  road.  With  its  right 
thus  well  refused  and  its  left  resting  upon  the  river,  the 
position  of  the  Federal  army  seemed  reasonably  secure ; 
and,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  it  had  to  conform  to  the 
Confederate  Unc  Edready  formed,  it  was  well  placed. 
McCook's  corps  with  three  divisions  held  the  right, 
Thomas  with  two  divisions  held  tlie  center,  arid  Critten- 
den with  three  divisions  the  left.  General  Rosecrans 
planned  to  hold  his  right  in  position  and  attack  with  his 
left,  crossing  the  river  for  tliat  purpose.  General  Er^g 
the  same  night  planned  to  hold  his  right  in  position  and 
attack  with  his  left.  The  one  that  struck  first  would 
probably  be  the  one  to  carry  out  his  plan.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  Slst  both  moved  about  the  same  time,  but  as 
General  Bragg  had  the  shorter  distance  to  go  his  blow 
fell  first.  From  that  time  on  General  Rosecrans  had  to 
conform  his  plan  of  action  to  General  Brag^s.  He  did 
it  so  well  that  ultimately  he  held  the  field,  and  if  he 
had  never  done  anything  else  his  conduct  at  Murfrees- 
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boro  should  secure  ^im  a  high  place  as  a  commandiiig 
general. 

These  general  considerations  are  sufficient  as  an  intro- 
duction to  the  essential  parts  of  General  Polk's  report  of 
the  engagement. 

On  the  evening  of  the  28tli  my  brigades  struck  their  tenta 
and  retired  their  baggage  trains  to  the  rear,  and  on  the  morn- 
of  the  29th  they  were  placed  in  line  of  battle. 

As  the  brigade  compoaing  the  division  of  Major-General 
Withers  had  not  been  engaged  in  any  heavy  battles  since 
Shiloh,  I  placed  them  in  the  first  Une.  They  extended  from 
the  river  near  the  intersection  of  the  NashviUe  turnpike  and 
railroad,  southward  across  the  Wilkinson  pike  to  the  Triune 
or  Franklin  road,  in  a  line  irregular,  but  adapted  to  the 
topography. 

The  division  of  Major-Oeneral  Cheatham  was  posted  in  the 
rear  of  Major-General  Withers  aa  a  supporting  force.  The 
division  of  Major-General  McCown,  of  Lientenant- General 
Kirby  Smith's  army  corps,  was  in  prolongation  of  that  of 
Major-Oeneral  Withers  on  the  left,  having  that  of  Major- 
General  Cleburne,  of  Lieut  enant-Oeneral  Hardee's  corps,  as 
its  supporting  force.  Major-General  Breckinridge's  diviaon 
of  Lieutenant- General  Hardee's  corps  occupied  tlie  ground 
on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  in  the  Une  of  Major-General 
Withers  on  the  right. 

The  enemy  moved  forward,  and  our  outposts  fell  back 
slowly,  and  took  their  place  in  the  line  of  battle  on  the  29th. 

On  the  30th,  in  order  to  discover  the  position  at  which  we 
proposed  to  offer  battle,  he  moved  up  cautiously,  shelling  his 
front  heavily  as  he  advanced. 

The  cannonading  was  responded  to  along  our  line,  and  the 
theater  of  the  impending  conflict  was  speedily  determined. 

On  the  left  of  my  line  the  skirmishing  became  very  active, 
and  my  left  brigade's  front  and  rear  became  hotly  engaged 
with  the  line  which  was  being  formed  immediately  before 
them.  The  enemy  pressed  forward  very  heavily,  with  both  ar- 
tillery and  infantry,  and  a  sharp  contest  ensued,  in  which  he 
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attempted  with  several  regiments  to  take  one  of  my  batteries 
by  asaault,  but  was  repulsed  is  the  moBt  decisive  manner. 

In  the  preliminary  onset  many  lives  were  lost  on  both  sides. 
It  was,  from  its  severity,  an  introdaotion  to  the  great  battle 
of  the  ensuing  day,  and  prepared  our  troops  for  the  work 
before  them.  Twilight  following  soon  after,  the  enemy  set- 
tled around  his  bivouac  fires  for  the  n^ht. 

Orders  were  issued  by  the  general  commanding  to  attack  in 
the  morning  at  daybreak.  The  attack  was  to  be  made  by 
the  extreme  left,  and  the  whole  line  was  ordered  to  swing 
around  from  left  to  right  upon  my  right  brigade  as  a  pivot. 

Major-General  Breckinridge,  on  the  extreme  right  and 
across  the  river,  was  t«  hold  the  enemy  in  observation  on 
that  flank. 

At  the  appointed  time  the  battle  opened,  evidently  to  the 
surprise  of  the  oppoang  army.  Usjor-Oeneral  McCown, 
who  was  acting  under  the  orders  of  Lieutenant-Genera] 
Hardee,  was  upon  them  before  they  were  prepared  to  receive 
him.  He  captured  several  batteries  and  one  brigadier-gen- 
eral, woimded  another,  and  drove  three  brigades — those 
composing  the  division  of  Brigadier-General  Johnston — in 
confufflon  before  him. 

He  waa  followed  quickly  by  Major-Qeneral  Cleburne,  as  a 
supporting  force,  who  occupied  the  space  left  vacant  by 
the  forward  movement  of  McCown,  between  the  left  of  my 
front  tine  and  McCown's  right.  Opposing  him  in  that  apace 
was  the  right  half  of  the  second  division  of  Major-General 
MeCook's  corps,  under  command  of  Brigadier-General  Jeffer- 
son C.  Davis,  to  confront  which  he  had  to  wheel  to  the  right, 
as  the  right  of  General  MeCook's  corps  was  slightly  refused. 
Cleburne's  attack,  following  so  soon  on  that  of  McCown, 
caught  the  force  in  his  front  also  not  altogether  prepared, 
and  the  vigor  of  the  assault  was  so  intense  that  they  too 
yielded  and  were  driven. 

Major-General  Withera's  left  was  opposed  to  the  left  half  of 
General  Davis's  division,  and  to  the  whole  of  General  Sheri- 
dan's, commanding  the  Third  and  remaining  division  of 
General  MeCook's  corps.     The  enemy's  right  was  strongly 
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posted  on  a  ridge  of  rocks,  with  chssms  Intervening,  and  cov- 
ered vith  a  dense  growth  of  rou^  ced&rs.  Being  advised  of 
the  attack  he  was  to  ezpeet  by  the  fierce  contest  which  was 
being  waged  on  his  ri^t,  lie  was  fully  prepared  for  the  on- 
Bet,  and  this  notice  and  the  strength  of  his  position  enabled 
Mm  to  offer  a  stroi^;  resistance  to  Withers,  whose  duty  it  wae 
to  move  next. 

Colonel  Loomis,  who  commanded  the  left  brigade,  moved  up 
with  energy  and  spirit  to  the  attack.  He  was  wounded,  and 
was  succeeded  by  Colonel  Coltart.  The  enemy  met  the  ad- 
vance with  firnmess,  but  was  forced  to  yield.  An  accession 
of  force  enabled  him  to  recover  his  position,  and  its  great 
strength  enabled  him  to  hold  it.  Coltart,  after  a  gallant 
charge  and  a  sharp  contest,  fell  back  and  was  replaced  by 
Colonel  Vaughn  of  Major-Qeneral  Cheatham's  division  of 
the  rear  line.  Vaughn,  notwithstanding  the  difBcuities  of  the 
ground,  charged  the  position  with  great  energy,  but  the 
enemy,  entrenched  behind  stones  covered  by  the  thick  woods, 
could  not  be  moved,  and  Vaughn  also  was  repulsed. 

This  caused  a  loss  of  time,  and  Cleburne's  division,  press- 
ing forward,  reached  a  point  where  Davis's  batteries,  still 
unmoved,  by  wheeling  to  the  right  enfiladed  it.'  Colonel 
Vaughn  was  speedily  reoi^nized  and  returned  to  the  assault, 
and  in  conjunction  with  Colonel  Coltart  drove  at  the  posi- 
tion with  resistless  cottrage  and  enei^y;  and,  although  their 
losses  were  very  heavy,  the  enemy  could  not  bear  up  against 
the  onset.  He  was  dislodged  and  driven  with  the  rest  of  the 
flying  battalions  of  McCook's  corps. 

The  brigade  lost  one  tbird  of  all  its  forces.  It  captured  two 
of  the  enemy's  field-guns. 

The  brigade  of  Colonel  Manigault,  which  was  immediately 
on  the  right  of  that  of  Colonel  Coltart,  followed  the  move- 

1  WhUe  Cheatham  was  making  tJiese  assaults  upon  Davis,  Geaeral 
Hardee  pressed  forward,  and  his  rightflankbecamooiposedcotheflreaf 
a  brigade  which  Davis  bad  here  refused.  Hardee  reported  the  tact  to 
QeneraJ  Bragg,  who,  unaware  of  the  cauae,  inferred  that  Cheatham  had 
not  attacked.  He  wrote  his  report  before  he  received  those  of  bis  corps 
and  division  commanders,  and  In  this  wa;  perpetuated  the  error. 
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ment  of  the  l&tt«r  according  to  instruotioiiB.  But  as  Coltart 
failed  in  the  first  onset  to  drive  Davis's  left,  Manigaolt,  after 
dashing  forward  and  pressing  tbe  eiiemj''s  line, — Sheridan's 
division, — in  his  front,  back  npon  his  second  line,  was  brongbt 
nnder  a  very  heavy  fire  of  artillery  from  two  batteries  on  his 
right,  supported  by  a  heavy  infantry  force.  He  was  there- 
fore compelled  to  fall  back. 

In  this  charge  the  brigade  suffered  severely,  sustaining  a 
heavy  toss  in  officers  and  men ;  but  tbe  gallant  South  Caro- 
linian returned  to  ibS  charge  a  second  and  a  third  time,  and, 
being  aided  by  tit^  brigade  of  General  Maney,  of  the  second 
line,  which  came  to  his  relief  with  its  heavy  Napoleon  guns 
and  a  deadly  fire  of  musketry,  the  enemy  gave  way  and  joined 
his  comrades  on  the  right,  in  their,  precipitate  retreat  across 
the  WilkinsoQ  pike.  This  movement  dislodged  and  drove 
back  Sheridan's  division,  and  completed  the  forcing  of  the 
whole  of  McCook's  corps  oat  of  its  line  of  battle  and  placed 
it  in  full  retreat.  The  enemy  left  one  of  his  batteries,  of 
four  guns,  on  the  field,  which  fell  into  the  hands  of  Maney's 

Tbe  front  of  Manigault  and  Maney  being  free,  tliey  swung 
round  with  our  lines  on  the  left,  and  joined  in  pressing  the 
enemy  and  his  reinforcements  in  the  cedar-brake. 

At  9  A.U.  Brigadier-General  Patton  Anderson,  on  Mani- 
gault's  right,  moved  in  conjunction  with  this  brigade  upon 
the  Une  in  its  front.  That  line  rested  with  its  right  near  the 
Wilkinson  pike,  and  is  nnderstood  to  have  been  General 
Negley's  division  of  General  Thomas's  corps,  which  consti- 
tuted the  center  of  the  enemy's  line  of  battle.  This  division, 
with  that  of  Boussean  in  reserve,  was  posted  on  the  edge  of  a 
dense  cedar-brake,  with  an  open  space  in  front,  and  occu- 
pied a  position  of  strength  not  inferior  to  that  held  by  Davis's 
left.  His  batteries,  which  occupied  commanding  positions  and 
enabled  him  to  sweep  the  open  field  in  his  front,  were  served 
with  admirable  skill  and  vigor,  and  were  strongly  supported. 
Anderson  moved  forward  with  his  brigade  with  firmness  and 
decision.  The  Are  of  the  enemy,  of  both  artillery  and  infantry, 
was  t«rrifio,  and  his  left  for  a  moment  wavered.    Such  evi- 
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denoea  of  destraotiTe  filing  as  were  left  on  (be  forest  from 
'whieli  this  brigade  emei^^ed  have  rarelj,  if  ever,  been  seen. 
The  timber  was  torn  and  crushed.  Nothing  bnt  a  charge 
could  meet  the  demands  of  the  occasion.  Orders  were  given 
to  take  the  batteries  at  all  hazards,  and  it  was  done.  They 
were  carried  in  gallant  style.  Artillerists  were  captured  at 
their  pieoee,  a  large  number  of  whom,  and  of  their  infantry 
supports,  were  killed  upon  the  spot,  and  one  company  entire, 
with  its  officers  and  colors,  was  captured.  The  number  of 
fleld-gons  captured  in  this  movement  was  eight,  which  to- 
gether with  four  others,  from  which  the  gunners  bad  been 
driven  by  the  heavy  firing  from  Maney's  long-range  guns  and 
Hanigault's  musketry  on  the  left,  made  twelve  taken  on  that 
part  of  the  field.  This  was  one  of  the  points  at  which  we 
encountered  the  most  determined  opposition,  but  the  onward 
movement  of  the  Mississippiang  and  Alabamans  was  irrestet- 
ible,  and  they  swept  the  enemy  before  them,  driving  him  into 
the  dense  cedar-brake  to  join  the  extending  Une  of  fugitives. 

This  work,  however,  was  not  done  without  a  heavy  loss  of 
officers  and  men. 

The  supporting  brigade  of  General  Anderson,  commanded 
by  Brigadier-General  Stewart,  moved  with  that  of  Anderson. 
It  was  ordered  by  the  division  commander,  Major-General 
Withers, — who  was  in  command  of  Major-General  Cheatham's 
two  right  brigades,  as  Major-General  Cheatham  was  of  his 
two  left, — to  move  to  the  support  of  the  left  regiments  of 
Anderson,  which  were  pressed.  These  regiments,  which  had 
suffered  greatly,  he  replaced,  and,  moving  forward,  attacked 
the  enemy  and  his  reinforcements  on  Anderson's  left.  After 
strong  resistance  they  were  driven  back,  shattered  and  in 
confusion,  to  join  the  hosts  of  their  fiying  comrades  in  their 
retreat  through  the  cedars.  In  their  flight  they  left  two  of 
their  field-guns,  which  fell  into  the  hands  of  Stewart's  brigades, 

Brigadier-General  Chalmers's  brigade,  the  remaining  one  of 
those  constituting  my  front  line,  whose  right  flank  rest«d  on 
the  river,  was  the  last  to  move.  This  br^;ade,  owing  to  its 
position  in  the  line,  was  called  on  to  encounter  a  measure  of 
personal  suffering  from  exposure  beyond  that  of  any  other  in 
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my  corpa.  The  part  of  the  due  that  it  oocapied  lay  across  an 
open  field,  in  (all  view  of  the  enemy,  and  in  range  of  his  field- 
guns.  It  bad  thrown  up  a  slight  rifle-pit  behind  which  it  was 
placed,  and  to  escape  observation  it  was  necessary  for  it  to 
lie  downand  abstain  from  building  fires.  Tn  this  pocdtion  it  re- 
mained awaitii^  the  opening  of  the  battle  for  more  than  forty- 
eight  honrs,  wet  with  rain  and  chilled  with  cold;  added  to 
this  the  enemy's  shot  and  shell  were  constantly  passing  over 
it.  Not  a  mmmur  of  discontent  was  heard  to  escape  those 
who  composed  it.  They  exhibited  the  highest  capacity  of 
endurance  and  firmness  in  the  most  discour^ng  ciroum- 


In  its  front  lay  the  right  of  Brigadier- Qeneral  Palmer's 
division  of  Major-General  Crittenden's  corps,  which  consti- 
tnted  the  left  wing  of  the  enemy's  line  of  battle. 

The  general  movement  from  the  left  having  reached  Chal- 
mers's brigade  at  ten  o'clock,  it  iras  ordered  to  the  attack,  and 
its  reserve,  under  Brigadier-General  Donelson,  was  directed 
to  move  forward  with  support.  The  charge  was  made  in  fine 
style,  and  met  by  the  enemy,  who  was  strongly  posted  in  the 
edge  of  the  cedar-brake,  with  a  murderous  fire  of  artillery 
and  infantry.  In  this  chai^  their  brigade  commander,  Gen- 
eral Chalmers,  was  severely  wonnded  by  a  shell,  which  dis- 
qualified him  for  further  duty  on  the  field.  The  regiments 
on  the  left  recoiled  and  fell  back;  those  of  the  right  were 
moved  to  the  left  to  hold  their  place,  and  were  pressed  for- 
ward. The  brigade  of  General  Donelson,  having  been  ordered 
forward  to  Chalmers's  support,  moved  with  steady  step  upon 
the  enemy's  position,  and  attacked  it  with  great  energy.  The 
slaught«r  was  terrific  on  both  sides  in  this  chai^,  which  re- 
sulted in  breaking  the  enemy's  line  at  every  point  except  at  his 
extreme  left,  and  driving  him  as  every  other  part  of  his  lines 
attacked  had  been,  driven.  Donelson  reports  the  capture  of 
eleven  guns  and  abont  one  thousand  prisoners.  The  regi- 
ments of  Chalmers's  brigade,  havii^  been  separated  after  he 
fell,  moved  forward  and  attached  themselves  to  other  com- 
mands, fighting  with  them  with  galliuitry  as  opportunity 
offered. 
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There  was  no  instance  of  more  distiBguisIied  bravery  ex- 
hibited during  the  battle  than  was  shown  by  the  eommand 
of  General  Donebon.  In  the  chaif^  which  it  made  it  was 
brought  directly  under  the  fire  of  several  batteries  strongly 
posted  and  supported,  which  it  assaulted  with  eager  resolu- 
tion. All  the  line  in  the  front  was  carried  except  the  extreme 
right. 

This  point,  which  was  the  key  to  the  enemy^a  position,  and 
was  known  as  the  Bound  Forest,  was  attacked  by  the  right 
of  the  brigade.  It  was  met  by  a  fire  from  artillery  and 
musketry,  which  mowed  down  more  than  half  its  number. 
The  16th  Regiment  Tennessee  Volunteers,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  John  H.  Savage,  lost  207  out  of  402.  It 
could  not  advance  and  would  not  retire.  Their  colonel,  with 
characteristic  bravery  and  t«nacity,  deployed  what  was  left  of 
his  command  as  skirmishers,  and  held  his  position  for  three 
hours.  In  the  Sth  Tennessee,  of  the  right  wing,  under  the 
lamented  Colonel  Moore,  who  fell  mortally  wounded,  and  who 
was  succeeded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  J.  H.  Anderson,  the 
loss  was  306  men  and  officers  out  of  ^5. 

The  enemy  was  now  driven  from  the  field  at  all  points  oc- 
cupied by  hini  in  the  morning,  alung  his  whole  line  from  his 
right  to  his  extreme  left,  and  was  pressed  back  until  our  line 
occupied  a  position  at  right  angles  to  that  which  was  held  at 
the  opening  of  the  battle.  After  passing  the  Nashville  and 
Murfreesboro  turnpike,  his  flight  was  met  by  large  bodies  of 
fresh  trooj>s  and  numerous  batteries  of  artillery,  and  the  ad- 
vance of  our  exhausted  columns  was  checked. 

His  extreme  left  alone  held  its  position.  This  occupied  a 
piece  of  ground  well  chosen  and  defended,  the  river  being  on  . 
the  one  hand  and  a  deep  railroad  cut  on  the  other.  It  was 
held  by  a  strong  force  of  artillery  and  infantry,  well  sup- 
ported by  a  reserve  composed  of  Brigadier-General  Wood's 
division. 

My  last  reserve  having  been  exhausted,  the  brigades  of 
Major-General  Breckinridge's  division  and  a  small  brigade  of 
General  J.  K.  Jackson's,  posted  to  guard  our  right  flank,  were 
the  only  troops  left  that  had  not  been  engaged.    Four  of  these 
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were  ordered  to  report  to  me.  They  came  in  detachments  of 
two  brigades  each,  tiie  first  arriviiig  near  two  hours  after  Don- 
elsoo's  attack,  the  other  about  an  hour  after  the  first.  The 
commanders  of  these  detachments — the  first  composed  of  the 
brigades  of  Generals  Adams  and  Jackson,  the  second  (under 
General  Breckinridge  m  person)  consisting  of  the  brigade  of 
General  Preston  and  Coh>nel  Palmer — haii  pointed  out  to 
them  the  particular  object  to  be  accomplished,  to  wit:  to  drive 
in  the  enemy's  left,  and  especially  to  dislodge  him  from  his 
position  in  the  Hound  Forest.  Unfortunately,  the  opportune 
moment  for  patting  in  these  detachments  had  passed. 

Could  they  have  been  thrown  upon  the  enemy's  left,  im- 
mediately following  Chalmers's  and  Donelson's  assault,  in 
quick  succession,  the  extraordinary  strength  of  his  position 
would  haTe  availed  him  nothing.  That  point  would  have 
been  carried,  and  his  left,  driven  back  on  his  panic-stricken 
right,  would  have  completed  his  confusion  and  ensured  an 
utter  rout.  It  was,  however,  otherwise,  and  the  time  lost 
between  Donelson's  attack  and  the  coming  up  of  these  de- 
tachments in  succession  enabled  the  enemy  to  recover  bis 
self-possession,  to  mass  a  number  of  heavy  batteries,  and  con- 
centrate a  strong  infantry  force  on  the  position,  and  thus 
make  a  successful  attack  very  difficult.  Nevertheless  the 
brigades  of  Adams  and  Jackson  assailed  the  enemy's  Ime 
with  enei^y,  and  after  a  severe  combat  were  compelled  to  fall 
back.  They  were  promptly  rallied  by  General  Breckinridge, 
who,  having  preceded  his  other  brigades,  reached  the  ground 
at  that  moment;  but  as  they  were  very  much  cut  up  they 
were  not  required  to  renew  the  attack. 

The  brigades  of  Preston  and  Palmer,  on  arriving,  renewed 
tfae  assault  with  the  same  undaunted  determination,  but  as 
another  battery  had  been  added,  since  the  previous  attack,  to 
a  position  already  strong  and  difiicult  of  access,  this  assault 
was  alike  ineffectual.  The  enemy,  though  not  driven  from 
his  position,  was  severely  punished,  and  as  the  day  was  far 
spent  it  was  not  deemed  advisable  to  renew  the  attack  that 
evening,  and  the  troops  held  the  line  they  occupied  for  the 
night.     The  following  morning,  instead  of  finding  him  in 
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position  to  receive  a  renewal  of  the  attack,  showed  that, 
taking  advanti^e  of  the  night,  he  had  abandoned  the  last 
position  of  his  first  line,  and  the  opening  of  tiie  new  jiear 
found  113  masters  of  the  field. 

The  battle  of  the  31st  of  December  developed,  in  all  parts 
of  the  field  which  came  nnder  my  observation,  the  highest 
qualities  of  the  soldier  among  our  troops.  The  promptness 
with  which  they  moved  upon  the  enemy  whenever  they  were 
called  to  attack  him,  the  vigor  and  Slcm  with  which  their 
movements  were  made,  the  energy  with  which  they  assaulted 
his  strong  positions,  and  the  readiness  with  which  they  re- 
sponded to  the  call  to  repeat  their  assaults,  indicated  a  spirit 
of  dauntless  courage  which  places  them  in  the  very  front 
rjnk  of  the  soldiers  of  the  world.  For  the  exhibition  of  these 
high  traits  they  are  not  a  little  indebted  to  the  example  of 
their  officers,  whose  course  and  energy  had  won  their  confi- 
dence and  admiration. 

The  Ist  of  January  passed  without  any  material  movement 
on  either  side,  beyond  oocasioual  skirmishing  along  the  lines 
in  our  front.  I  ordered  Chalmers's  brigade,  now  commanded 
by  Colonel  White,  to  occupy  the  ground  in  rear  of  the  Bound 
Forest  just  abandoned  by  the  enemy.  This  it  did,  first  driv- 
ing out  his  pickets. 

On  the  2d  there  was  skirmishing  during  the  morning.  In 
the  afternoon,  about  three  o'clock.  General  Bra^  announced 
his  intention  to  attack  the  enemy,  who  was  supposed  to  be  in 
force  on  the  north  side  of  the  river,  and  ordered  me  to  relieve 
two  of  General  Breckinridge's  brigades,  which  were  still  in 
my  front,  and  send  them  over  to  that  ofBcer,  who  had  re- 
turned to  his  post,  as  he  proposed  to  make  the  attack  with 
the  troops  of  Breckinridge's  diviaon.  I  issued  the  necessary 
orders  at  once,  and  the  troops  were  transferred  as  directed. 
The  general  commanding  ordered  me  also  to  open  fire  with 
three  batteries,  which  had  been  placed  in  Chalmers's  line,  to 
distract  the  enemy  at  the  time  of  Breckinridge's  attack,  and 
to  shell  out  of  the  woods  which  covered  his  line  of  move- 
ment any  sharpshooters  who  might  annoy  him  while  ap- 
proaching the  river. 
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The  shelling  ordered,  which  waa  to  be  the  signal  for  Breok- 
mridge's  advance,  was  promptly  executed,  and  the  woods 
were  cleared.  Of  the  particulars  of  this  moreineiit  Qeneral 
Breckinridge  will  apeak  in  his  own  report- 
When  the  firing  of  my  bfltteries  was  opened  as  above,  there 
waa  a  forward  movement  of  the  enemy's  infantry  upon  my 
pickets  in  the  Koiuid  Forest,  and  a  sharp  conflict  which  lasted 
for  some  time  and  ended  in  the  enemy  Training  poasesoon 
of  the  forest.  The  portion  being  of  much  value  to  ns,  I 
found  it  necessary  to  regain  it,  and  gave  the  requisite  orders. 
On  the  following  morning  I  ordered  a  heavy  fire  of  artillery 
from  several  batteries  to  open  upon  it,  and,  after  it  had 
been  thoroughly  shelled,  detachments  from  the  brigades  of 
Colonels  White  and  Coltart  charged  it  with  the  bayonet  at 
double  quick  and  put  the  enemy  to  flight,  clearing  it  of  his 
regiments,  and  capturing  a  lieutenant-colonel  and  thirteen 

The  enemy,  however,  knew  the  importance  of  the  pd^tion 
also,  and  was  occupied  during  the  day  in  throwing  up  earth- 
works for  the  protection  of  batteries  within  reach. 

These  being  completed,  he  reopened  fire  from  three  points, 
with  batteries  of  heavy  guns,  and  placed  it  under  a  concen- 
trated fire  for  many  minutes.  It  was  a  severe  ordeal,  and 
was  followed  by  a  chai^  of  a  heavy  force  of  infantry.  But 
our  gallant  troops  met  the  advance  with  firmness,  and  after  a 
severely  contested  struggle  drove  back  the  advancing  column 
with  slaughter  and  held  possession  of  the  coveted  position. 

This  contest  closed  the  operations  of  my  corps  in  the  field 
in  front  of  Murfreesboro. 

By  orders  from  the  general  commanding,  after  being  eight 
days  under  arms  and  in  actual  battle  of  heavy  skirmishing, 
in  the  rain  and  cold,  without  tents,  and  much  of  the  time 
without  fires,  my  troops  were  retired  from  the  field,  and 
ordered  to  take  a  position  near  Shelbjrville,  This  they  did  at 
their  leisure  and  in  perfectly  good  order. 

In  all  the  operations  in  which  they  were  eng^fed  no  troops 
ever  displayed  greater  gallantry  or  higher  powers  of  endur- 
ance.    They  captured  1500  prisoners  and  36  guns. 
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A  reference  to  the  report  of  Qeneral  Hardee  will  show 
the  brilliant  work  accomplished  by  his  two  divigions 
upon  the  right  flank  and  rear  of  the  Federal  army.  He 
carried  everything  before  him  from  the  left  forward  and 
to  the  right,  nntil,  in  conjunction  with  Polk,  the  Federal 
army  was  forced  back  to  a  position  at  right  angles  to 
that  which  it  occupied  at  the  beginning  of  the  battle. 

It  is  true  that  he  met  with  less  resistance  than  Gen- 
eral Polk,  yet  but  for  the  masterly  handling  of  his  divi- 
sions Polk's  success  would  have  fallen  short  of  what  he 
actually  accomplished. 

General  Polk's  advance  was  an  unremitting  contest 
all  through  the  day  tiU  late  in  the  afternoon.  Attack- 
ing from  left  to  right  successively,  his  enemy,  strongly 
posted,  and  warned  by  the  approaching  roar  of  battle, 
was  always  ready  to  receive  him,  whether  attacked  upon 
front  or  flank.  Driving  before  it  such  stubborn  fighters 
as  Sheridan  and  Thomas,  his  corps  made  a  magnificent 
display  of  enduring  courage  from  one  end  of  its  line  to 
the  other.  Finally,  emerging  from  the  cedars,  it  allied 
itself  with  its  companion  corps,  and  together  they  bore 
down  upon  the  new  line  to  which  the  Federal  army  had 
been  driven.  This  line,  placed  along  the  cover  of  the 
railroad  track,  had  been  eonstrocted  by  General  Rose- 
crans  with  marvelous  rapidity  and  dexterity.  Placing 
his  reserves,  be  supported  them  with  his  artillery,  and 
as  his  broken  divisions  emerged  from  the  cedars  he  gave 
them  this  nucleus  upon  which  they  were  speedily  aligned. 
Here  be  oflEered  such  stubborn  resistance  that  Polk  and 
Hsrdee  could  go  no  farther.  But,  in  spite  of  all  this, 
victory  might  have  still  been  won  could  General  Br^g 
have  utilized  his  reserves  as  General  Rosecrans  had  done 
his.  General  Br^g  did  not  fail  to  see  the  necessity  for 
such  action,  and  had  he  done  so  Polk  and  Hardee  would 
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have  warned  him.  Hardee  asked  for  Breckinridge  upon 
the  left  flank  CEO-ly  in  the  action,  and  Polk,  seeing  the 
strength  of  the  Federal  position  at  the  Round  Forest, 
upon  two  separate  occasions,  and  in  ample  time  before 
he  attacked,  asked  that  Breckinridge  might  be  sent  him 
for  use  at  that  point.  Could  the  Federal  line  have  been 
dislodged  here  before  two  o'clock,  it  is  difficult  to  believe 
that  it  could  have  maintained  any  position  in  front  of 
General  Bragg's  army  that  day. 

Breckinridge,  however,  could  not  be  sent  forward  in 
time.  He  was  held  back  because  of  erroneous  reports 
as  to  the  presence  of  a  large  body  of  the  enemy  upon  the 
east  side  of  Stone  River,  and  when  he  arrived  General 
Polk  had  already  shattered  his  right  upon  the  coveted 
position,  leaving  Rosecrans,  better  prepared  than  ever, 
to  continue  the  resistance.  The  erroneous  reports 
which  thus  aided  so  materially  in  the  discomfiture  of  the 
Confederate  army  were  the  outcome  of  the  absence  of 
Morgan's  cavalry,  which  had  so  recently  been  sent  into 
Kentucky,  Its  presence  would  have  given  sufBcient 
cavalry  force  to  make  clear  the  situation  and  thus  relieve 
Breckinridge. 

The  question  has  been  raised  as  to  why  a  heavy  force 
of  artillery  was  not  concentrated  upon  the  Round  Forest 
early  in  the  morning  of  the  battle.  The  guns  of  the 
brigades  contiguous  to  the  position  were  used  against  it, 
and,  as  it  turned  out,  many  others  might  have  been ;  but 
it  is  to  be  remembered  that  the  batteries  were  acting  with 
the  brigades  and  were  placed  in  line  with  them,  to  make 
sure  of  proper  support  in  the  advance.  These  batteries 
endeavored  to  follow  their  commands,  and  some  suc- 
ceeded, but  many  of  them,  in  their  efforts  to  keep  pace 
with  the  advance,  became  entangled  in  the  cedar  thickets, 
and  ended  by  accompUshing  but  little. 
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The  actioii  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  conducted  by 
General  Breckinridge  the  second  day  after  the  battle 
(January  2),  was  an  isolated  attack,  ordered  by  General 
Bragg  to  secure  a  position  occupied  by  the  enemy  the 
day  before,  and  from  which  it  was  feared  General  Polk's 
right  might  be  enfiladed.  General  Polk  himself  did  not 
think  that  the  position  was  essential  to  his  proteetion, 
nor  had  he  knowledge  of  the  design  to  secure  it  until 
General  Bragg  rode  over  to  his  line  to  watch  the  atta<^k 
from  the  high  ground.  He  then  took  the  liberty  of  ad- 
vising against  it,  but  General  Bragg  thought  it  neces- 
sary, so  it  was  made.  The  attack  resulted  disastrously, 
which  made  it  imperative  to  weaken  the  force  on  the 
west  side  of  the  river.  General  Polk  first  sent  Ander- 
son's brigade,  which  arrived  in  time  to  cover  Breckin- 
ridge's retreat.  General  Hardee  followed  with  Cleburne, 
and  MeCown  was  sent  over  some  time  after  dark. 

In  consequence  of  this  transfer  of  troops,  General 
Bragg  left  but  two  divisions  in  position  west  of  the  river 
witli  which  to  oppose  the  Federal  army,  nearly  all  of 
which  was  still  on  that  side  of  Stone  River,  Withers's 
division  had  sustained  a  loss  of  28^  per  cent,  in  the 
battle,  and  had  been  further  depleted  by  the  detaching 
of  Anderson's  brigade ;  and  Cheatham's  division,  while 
it  remained  intaet,  had  sustained  the  frightful  loss  of  36 
per  cent.,  so  that,  all  told,  but  7000  infantry  and  artillery 
remained  available  in  that  wing  of  General  Bragg's 
army.  As  night  approached,  rain  began  io  fall,  and  it 
quickly  became  evident  that  the  river  would  be  unford- 
able  before  many  hours,  thus  making  very  difficult  any 
transfer  of  troops  that  might  be  required, 

"When  it  was  known  that  this  position  was  to  be  main- 
tained, nothing  but  the  most  implicit  confidence  in  Gen- 
eral Bra^s  ability  to  conduct  the  battle  further  could 
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reconcile  Cheatham  and  Withers  to  the  nisdom  of  the 
decision.  What  they  heiird  concerning  the  state  of 
Breckinridge's  division  that  night,  and  knew  of  the 
condition  of  McCown'a  and  Cleburne's,  who  had  just  been 
alongside  of  them,  did  not  tend  to  reassurance  upon  the 
general  situation.  In  the  absence,  then,  of  the  all-essen- 
tial confidence  in  the  commanding  general,  and  speaking 
only  for  themselves,  Cheatham  and  Withers  wrote  Gen- 
eral Bragg  at  12.15  A.M.,  January  3,  saying  that  they 
thought  the  army  should  be  put  promptly  in  retreat, 
adding: 

You  have  but  three  divisions  that  are  at  all  reliable,  and 
even  some  of  these  are  more  or  less  demoralized  from  having 
Bome  brigade  commanders  who  do  not  possess  the  confidence 
of  their  commands.  Such  is  our  opinion,  and  we  deem  it  a 
solemn  duty  to  express  it  to  you.  We  do  fear  great  disaster 
from  the  condition  of  things  now  existing,  and  think  it  should 
be  averted  if  possible. 

This  note  was  sent  through  the  corps  commander. 
General  Polk,  who  endorsed  upon  it : 

1.30  A.M.,  January  3. 
Jf^  dear  General :  I  send  yon  the  enclosed  paper  as  directed, 
and  E  am  compelled  to  add  that  after  seeing  the  effect  of  the 
operations  of  to-day,  added  to  that  produced  upon  the  troops 
by  the  battle  of  the  Slat,  I  very  greatly  fear  the  consequences 
of  another  eugagement  at  this  place  on  the  ensuing  day. 
We  ooidd  now,  perhaps,  get  off  with  some  safety  and  with 
some  credit  if  the  affair  was  well  managed.  Should  we  fail 
in  the  meditated  attack,  the  consequence  might  be  very  dis- 
astrous. 

Hoping  you  may  be  guided  aright,  whatever  determina- 
tion you  may  reach, 

I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  Polk. 
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Lientenant  Bicbmond,  General  Polk's  aide,  took  the 
note  to  General  Bragg,  who,  upon  reading  it,  replied, 
"  Say  to  the  general  we  shall  maintain  our  position  at 
every  hazard." 

General  Polk  sent  the  correspondence  to  General 
Hardee  with  General  Bragg's  reply,  for  his  information, 
and  said :  "  I  think  the  decision  of  the  general  unwise, 
and,  am  compelled  to  add,  in  a  high  degree.  I  shall  of 
course  obey  his  orders  and  endeavor  to  do  my  duty.  I 
think  it  due  you  to  let  you  know  the  views  of  myself 
and  my  two  division  commanders,  especially  as  we  all 
believe  the  conflict  will  be  severe  in  the  morning." 

The  hint  contained  in  General  Polk's  expression,  "after 
seeing  the  effect  of  the  operations  of  to-day,"  reveals  the 
real  reason  for  the  solicitude  which  he  and  others  felt 
concerning  the  situation  at  Murfreesboro.  Whether  the 
actual  state  of  affairs  in  the  army  justified  this  solicitude 
may  be  determined  by  referring  to  the  correspondence 
between  General  Br^g  and  his  corps  and  division  com- 
manders, which  took  place  soon  after  the  army  left 
Murfreesboro,  and  to  which  we  will  again  refer. 

At  ten  o'clock  on  the  following  day  General  Polk  met 
General  Hardee  at  army  headquarters.  General  Bra^ 
then  stated  that  he  had  reason  to  believe  that  Roseerans's 
strength  was  greater  than  he  had  at  first  supposed,  and 
as  he  was  then  receiving  additional  reinforcements  he 
felt  that,  in  view  of  the  condition  of  his  own  army,  a 
retreat  should  he  made. 

In  this  General  Hardee  and  General  Polk  concurred, 
and  that  night  the  army  withdrew.  Hardee  marched  to 
Tullahoma  by  way  of  the  Manchester  road,  and  Polk 
retired  to  ShelbyviUe  on  Duck  River, 

General  Bragg  himself  rode  to  Winchester,  fifty  miles 
from  Murfreesboro,  where  he  established  h^  headquar- 
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ters,  it  being  his  intentioa  to  place  his  army  upon  the 
hne  of  the  Elk  River,  As  the  enemy  showed  no  dispo- 
sition to  press  forward,  however,  Folk  had  halted  at 
Shelbyville,  twenty  miles  from  Murfreesboro,  and  re- 
ported the  fact  to  General  Bragg.  He  was  then  directed 
to  remain  at  the  position.  Hardee  was  next  moved  up 
to  Wartrace,  and  army  headquarters  were  placed  at  Tul- 
lahoma.  This  disposition  of  the  forces  secured  Duck 
River  and  the  rich  country  through  which  it  ran,  as  the 
line  for  the  army,  which,  in  view  of  the  barren  country 
south  of  it,  proved  of  great  service  in  maintaining  it 
through  the  coming  six  mouths.  In  fact,  bad  Duck 
River  been  given  up  to  the  enemy,  the  army  could  not 
have  been  fed  on  tiie  line  of  the  Elk  more  than  two 
months. 

The  battle  of  Murfreesboro  was  fought  by  General 
Bragg  with  37,712  men  of  aU  arms,  with  a  loss  of  10,266, 
—  29  i>er  cent,  —  of  wliicli  only  981  were  missing,  the 
remainder  being  killed  or  wounded. 

In  Polk's  corps  the  percentage  of  loss  was  31J  per 
cent.,  of  which  but  135  were  missing.  The  loss  in 
Cheatham's  division  was  36  per  cent.,  with  but  65  miss- 
ing ;  this  fai"  exceeded  the  loss  sustained  by  any  command 
in  either  army. 

In  Hardee's  corps  the  loss  was  2^1  per  cent.,  including 
583  missing.     McCown's  division  lost  21*  per  cent. 

General  Rosecrans,  conducting  the  campaign  with 
46,940  men  of  all  arms,  sustained  a  loss  of  13,249,  of 
which  3717  were  missing,  leaving  a  percentage  of  killed 
and  wounded  considerably  less  than  that  sustained  by 
his  opponent. 

There  appears  to  be  some  discrepancy  in  the  figures 
relating  to  the  missing  in  the  Federal  army,  because  the 
tabulated  statement  showing  the  number  of  prisoners 
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captured  by  General  Bragg  during  the  battle  places  the 
number  at  6273,'  Besides  this  number  of  prisoners, 
General  Bragg  secured  30  pieces  of  artillery,  9  stand  of 
colors,  and  6000  stand  of  small  arms. 

DiuTug  the  Civil  War  the  criticism  of  the  newspaper 
press  was  a  penalty  applied  ruthlessly  to  the  commaiiding 
generals  of  both  armies.  <9eneral  Bra^  had  already 
received  a  good  share  consequent  upon  the  Kentucky 
campaign,  and,  tiie  retreat  from  Murfreesboro  develop- 
ing it  afresh,  he  again  found  himself  a  shining  mark. 

Under  the  initation  of  this  spur  he  sent  the  following 
circular  letter  ^  to  his  corps  and  division  commanders : 

January  11, 1863. 

General:  Finding  myself  assailed  in  private  and  public,  by 
the  press,  in  private  circles,  by  of&eers  and  citizeuB,  for  the 
movement  from  Murfreesboro,  which  was  resisted  by  me  for 
some  time  after  advised  by  my  corps  and  division  command' 
ers,  and  only  adopt«d  after  hearing  of  the  enemy's  reinforce- 
ments by  large  numbers  from  Kentucky,  it  becomes  neces- 
sary for  me  to  save  my  fair  name,  if  I  cannot  stop  the  deluge 
of  abuse  which  will  destroy  my  usefulness  and  demoralize 
this  army. 

It  has  come  to  my  knowledge  that  many  of  these  accusa- 
tions and  in^uations  are  from  stafE-ofBcers  of  my  generals, 
who  persistently  assert  that  the  movement  was  made  against 
the  opinion  and  advice  of  their  chiefs,  and  while  the  enemy 
was  in  full  retreat.  False  or  true,  the  soldiers  have  no  means 
of  judging  roe  rightly,  or  getting  the  facts,  and  the  effect  on 
tliem  will  be  the  same, — alossof  confidence,  and  a  consequent 
demoraUzation  of  the  whole  army. 

It  is  only  through  my  generals  that  I  can  establish  the  facts 
as  they  exist.    Unanimous  as  you  were  in  council  in  verbally 

I  "Offlclal  Records,  W»r  of  BebeUlon,"  yol.  xi.  pt.  i.  It  la  probable 
that  these  fleures  included  the  Federal  wounded,  all  of  whom  again  tell 
into  tbe  bands  of  RoBecrans. 

s  •'  OCadal  Records,  War  of  Rebellion,"  vol.  n,  pt  i,  p.  699. 
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adviaing  a,  retr<^rade  movement,  I  caimot  doubt  that  yoa 
will  cheerfully  attest  the  same  in  writiiig.  I  desire  that  yon 
will  consult  your  subordinate  commanders  and  be  candid 
with  me,  as  I  have  always  endeavored  to  prove  myself  with 
yon. 

If  I  have  misunderstood  your  advice  and  acted  against 
your  opinions,  let  me  know  it  in  justice  to  yourselves.  If,  on 
the  contrary,  I  am  the  victim  of  unjust  accusations,  say  so, 
and  unite  with  me  in  staying  the  malignant  slanders  being 
propagated  by  men  who  have  felt  the  sting  of  discipline. 

General  Smitli  has  been  called  to  Richmond, — it  is  supposed 
with  a  view  to  supersede  me,  I  shall  retire  without  a  regret, 
if  I  find  I  have  lost  the  good  opinion  of  my  generals,  upon 
whom  I  have  ever  relied  as  upon  a  foundation  of  rock. 

Your  early  attention  is  most  derarable,  and  is  urgently 
solicited. 

Most  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Bbaxton  Bbaqq, 
General,  G.  3.  A. 

I  enclose  copies  of  a  joint  note  received  about  two  o'clock 
A.M.  from  Major-General  Cheatham  and  Major-Qeneral 
Withers,  on  the  night  before  we  retired  from  Murfreesboro; 
with  Lieutenant-General  Polk's  endorsement  and  my  own 
verbal  reply  to  Lieutenant  Richmond,  General  Polk's  aide- 
de-camp. 

General  Bragg's  lett«r  reached  General  Polk's  head- 
quarters on  the  12th,  and  be  being  absent  from  the 
array  on  a  short  leave,  General  Cheatham,  tempora- 
rily in  command  of  the  corps,  received  it.  After  con- 
sultation with  Gfeneral  Withers,  it  was  concluded  to 
postpone  a  detailed  reply  to  the  communication  until 
the  subject  could  be  discussed  with  General  Polk.  Pend- 
ing his  return,  Cheatham,  however,  determined  to  place 
General  Brag's  mind  at  rest  upon  the  question  of  his 
willingness  to  assume  all  responsibiUty  for  the  note 
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which  he  had  written  from  the  battlefield,  and  a  copy 
of  which,  as  we  have  seen  above,  General  Bragg  now 
laid  before  the  Bxmy. 

Speaking  only  for  himself,  he  therefore  sent  the  fol- 
lowing letter; 

January  13. 
Generai:   Since  thb  army  commenced  falling  back  from 
Murfreesboro,  I  have  upon  all  occasions,  pnbhc  and  private, 
stated  that  I  myself  was  one  of  the  first  to  suggest  the  move- 
ment, and  fully  endorsed  it. 

Respectfully  yours, 

B.  P.  Cheatham, 
Mt^or- General. 

As  soon  as  General  Hardee  received  General  Bragg's 
letter  he  called  together  his  commanders,  and  after  a 
conference  made  the  following  reply ;  ^ 

Tdldahoma,  Tenn.,  January  12, 1863. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
yonr  note  of  yeBt«rday,  in  which,  after  informing  me  of  the 
assaults  to  which  you  are  subjected,  you  invoke  a  response  in 
regard  to  the  propriety  of  the  recent  retreat  from  Murfrees- 
boro, and  request  me  to  consult  my  subordinate  commanders 
in  reference  to  the  topics  to  which  you  refer. 

You  will  readily  appreciate  the  delicate  character  of  the 
inquiries  you  institute,  but  I  feel,  under  the  circumstances, 
that  it  is  my  duty  to  reply  with  the  candor  you  solicit,  not 
only  from  personal  respect  to  yourself,  but  from  the  magni- 
tude of  the   public  interests  involved. 

In  reference  to  the  retreat  you  state  that  the  movement 
from  Murfreesboro  was  resisted  by  you  for  some  time  after 
advised  by  your  corps  and  division  commanders  j  no  mention 
of  retreat  was  made  to  me  until  early  on  the  morning  of  the 
3d  of  January,  when  Lieutenant  Eichmond,  of  General  Polk's 
staff,  read  me  the  general's  note  to  you,  and  informed  me  of 
your  verbal  reply.    I  told  him  under  the  circumstances  noth- 

l  "OffleislBeoorda.Warof  Rebellion,"  vol.  M,pt.i,  p.  683. 
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ing  conld  be  done  then.  About  ten  o'clock  the  same  day  I 
met  you  peraonoUy  at  your  quarters  in  compliance  with  yonr 
request.  Lieutenant-Geueral  Folk  being  present,  yon  in- 
formed me  that  the  papers  of  General  McCook  had  been  cap- 
ttired,  and  from  the  strength  of  his  corps,  18,000,  it  appeared 
tliat  the  enemy  vas  stronger  than  you  had  supposed,  that 
General  Wheeler  reported  that  he  was  receiving  heavy  rein- 
forcements, and,  after  informing  ns  of  these  facte,  suggested 
the  necessity  of  retreat,  and  asked  my  opinion  as  to  its  pro- 
Having  heard  your  statements  and  views,  I  fully  concurred, 
and  it  was  decided  to  retreat.  No  proposition  to  retreat  was 
made  by  me  or  my  division  commanders  which  was  resisted 
by  you  for  some  time,  and  I  recall  your  attention  to  the  fact. 
Afterward  in  the  evening,  about  seven  o'clock,  we  met  to  ar- 
range details,  and,  the  retreat  being  still  deemed  advisable, 
and  having  been  partially  executed,  I  concurred  in  an  imme- 
diate movement,  iu  view  of  the  heavy  losses  we  had  sustained 
and  the  condition  of  the  troops. 

You  also  request  me  to  consult  my  subordinate  command- 
ers, stating  that  General  Smith  has  been  called  t4>  Kichmond 
with  the  view,  it  was  supposed,  to  supersede  yon,  and  that 
you  will  retire  without  regret  if  you  have  lost  the  good  opin- 
ion of  your  generals,  upon  whom  you  have  ever  relied  as 
upon  a  foundation  of  rock. 

I  have  conferred  with  Uajor-General  Breckinridge  and 
Major-General  Cleburne  iu  regard  to  this  matter,  and  I  feel 
that  frankness  compels  me  to  say  that  the  general  officers, 
whose  judgment  you  have  invoked,  are  unanimous  in  their 
opinion  that  a  change  in  the  command  of  this  army  is  neces- 
sary. In  this  opinion  I  concur.  I  feel  assured  that  fhia  opin- 
ion is  considerately  formed,  and  with  the  highest  respect 
for  the  purity  of  your  motives,  your  enei^y,  and  yonr  per- 
sonal character;  but  they  are  convinced,  as  yon  must  feel, 
that  the  peril  of  the  country  is  superior  to  all  personal  eon- 
slderatjons. 

Yon  state  that  the  staff -officers  of  your  generals,  joining  in 
the  public  and  private  clamor,  have  within  yonr  knowledge 
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perrastontly  asg^ied  that  ttie  retreat  was  made  against  th« 
opinioii  and  sdviee  of  their  chiefo. 

I  bare  made  mqniiy  of  tbe  gentlemen  associated  with  me, 
and  they  infonn  me  that  such  statements  have  uot  been  made 
or  cironlated  by  them. 

I  have  the  hoaor.  General,  to  assure  you  of  my  oontdnned 
respect  and  conradei&tion,  and  to  remun, 

Tonr  obedient  servant, 
W.  J.  Habpsi;, 
Lieutenant-Generah 
Oknbral  Bbaoo, 
General  Commanding. 

Generals  Cleburne  and  Breckinridge  wrote  General 
Bra^  in  the  same  respectful  spirit,  and  to  the  same 
effect,  saying  that  this  opinion  was  not  alone  theirs,  but 
was  fully  shared  by  their  brigade  and  other  subordinate 
commanders,  who  also  saw  that  he  "  did  not  possess  the 
confidence  of  his  anny  to  that  degree  necessary  to  secure 


In  some  way  the  facts  of  this  singular  correspondence 
were  reported  at  Richmond,  and,  as  a  result,  the  Presi- 
dent instructed  General  Johnston,  in  a  letter  dated 
January  22,  to  proceed  promptly  to  the  headquarters  of 
General  Bra^s  army,  and  there,  after  conversation  with 
General  Bragg  and  others  of  his  command,  decide  what 
the  best  interests  of  the  service  required,  and  then  to 
give  him  (the  President)  the  advice  which  he  needed  at 
that  juncture.     The  President  said : 

The  answers,  I  am  informed,  have  been  but  partially  ^ven, 
but  are  so  far  indicative  of  a  want  of  confidence  such  as  is 
essential  to  success.  The  enemy  is  said  to  be  preparing  to 
advance,  and,  though  my  confidence  in  Gteneral  Bra^  is 
unshaken,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that,  if  he  is  distrusted  by  his 

1  "OffloW  Records,  War  of  BebeUion,"  vol  a,  pt.  1,  pp.  683,  fiSl 
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officers  and  troops,  a  disaster  may  result,  -vbioh,  but  for  that 
cause,  vould  have  been  avoided. 


Gieneral  Polk,  returning  from  his  leave  of  absence, 
reached  the  army  simultaneously  1^111  General  Johnston. 
(Jeneral  Bragg's  letter  had  been  forwarded  to  him,  so 
that  he  was  already  familiar  with  its  contents.  A  con- 
ference with  his  commanders  revealed  the  fact  that  there 
was  a  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  exact  purport  of 
the  letter,  some  placing  a  different  construction  upon  its 
meaning  than  that  which  had  already  been  given  it  by 
General  Hardee  and  his  subordinates.  In  the  face  of 
this  difference  of  opinion,  Polk,  althongh  he  ^reed  with 
Cfeneral  Hardee's  construction,  felt  that  he  could  not 
send  his  reply  until  the  question  was  made  clear  to  liis 
subordinates.  He  l^erefore  addressed  General  Bragg 
the  following  letter : 

Tthj-ahoma,  Tenn.,  January  30, 1863. 
Oenbkal  Braxton  Bhago, 

Commanding  Army  of  Tennessee, 
General:  Your  circular  of  the  lltli  instant  was  received  by 
me  at  Asbeville,  N.  C,  on  the  17th  instant.  I  dispatched  you 
immediately,  saying  I  would  leave  for  your  headquarters  in 
two  days  thereafter,  and  would  furnish  you  the  reply  you 
desired  on  my  arrival.  There  seemed  to  be  two  points  of 
inquiry  embraced  in  your  note :  first,  whether  the  corps  and 
division  eonunanders  to  whom  it  is  addressed  were  willing  to 
give  you  a  statement  in  writing  of  the  opinions  and  coonael 
which  they  gave  you  verbaDy  as  to  the  retreat  from  Mur- 
freesboro;  second,  whether  you  had  lost  the  confidence  of 
your  general  officers  as  a  military  commander.  FVom  the 
structure  of  your  note,  the  first  of  the  inquiries  appears  to  be 
its  leading  object;  the  second,  though  not  so  clearly  and 
separately  stated,  nevertheless  is,  to  my  mind,  plainly  indi- 
cated.   Upon  inquiry,  I  find  this  indication  seems  not  to  have 
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been  so  dear  to  the  taind  of  General  Cheatham  and  ench 
other  of  my  Bubordiaate  officers  as  responded,  when  the; 
penned  their  replies;  and  since,  in  your  note,  yoa  appeal  to 
our  official  relations  and  to  onr  candor  for  a  frank  expres- 
sion of  our  opinion,  I  fed,  to  avoid  being  placed  in  a  false 
position,  that  it  is  due  to  my  subordinate  officers  and  to 
myself,  as  well  as  to  you,  to  ask  whether  the  oonatruotion  I 
put  upon  your  note  is  that  yon  design. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L,  Polk. 

In  reply  the  following  answer  was  promptly  received : 

TuLLAHOMA,  Tenn.,  January  30, 1863, 
Liedt.-Qenerai,  Polk,  etc.: 

General:  I  hastea  to  reply  to  your  note  of  this  morning, 
so  as  to  place  you  beyond  all  donbt  in  regard  to  the  construc- 
tion of  mine  of  the  11th  instant.  To  my  mind,  that  circular 
contained  but  one  point  of  inquiry,  and  it  certainly  was 
intended  to  eont^n  but  one,  and  that  was  to  ask  of  my 
corps  and  division  commanders  to  commit  to  writing  what 
had  transpired  between  us  in  regard  to  the  retreat  from 
Murfreeaboro.  I  believed  it  had  been  grossly  and  inten- 
tionally misrepresented  (not  by  any  one  of  them)  for  my 
injury.  It  was  never  intended  by  me  that  this  should  go 
farther  than  the  parties  to  whom  it  was  addressed,  and  its 
only  object  was  to  reUeve  my  mind  of  all  doubt,  while  I  se- 
cured, in  a  form  to-be  preserved,  the  means  of  defense  in  the 
future,  when" discussion  might  be  proper.  The  paragraph  re- 
lating to  my  supersedure  was  only  an  expression  of  the  feeling 
with  which  I  should  receive  your  replies,  should  they  prove  I 
had  been  misled  in  rayconstructionof  your  opinion  and  advice. 

I  am.  General,  very  respectfully,  etc., 

Bbaston  Beagg, 

General  Commanding. 

This  letter  effectually  debarred  General  Polk  and  his 
subordinates  from  any  expression  touching  the  question 
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of  confidence  in  General  Bragg  as  commander  of  the 
army,  so  Polk's  reply  was  restricted,  as  follows : 

TuLLAHOMA,  Jauoary  31, 1863. 
General :  I  am  in  receipt  of  yoiirs  of  the  30tb  inst,  in  reply 
to  mine  of  the  same  date ;  in  it  you  say  you  designed  the 
ctronlar  should  contain  but  one  point  of  inquiry,  and  that  was 
whether  your  corps  and  division  commanders  would  give  you 
for  future  reference  a  statement  of  what  transpired  between 
us  in  regard  to  the  retreat  from  Murtreesboro.  I  have  there- 
fore now  to  say  that  the  opinion  and  counsel  which  I  gave 
you  on  that  suliject  prior  to  the  retreat  are  those  that  are 
embodied  in  my  endorsement  of  the  note  of  my  division 
eommandera,  Gtenerab  Cheatham  and  Withers,  of  the  3d  of 
January,  which  are  in  your  poEsession,  and  I  have  to  add 
that  they  were  deliberately  considered,  and  are  such  as  I 
would  give  again  under  the  same  circumstances. 
Respectfully,  General,  yours, 

L.  Polk, 
Lieiilen(ail- General  Commanding. 
General  Bbaog, 
Commanding  Army  of  Tennessee. 

Two  days  after  this  letter  was  delivered,  General  Polk 
learned  that  his  action  in  the  matter  was  exposing  him 
to  the  criticism  of  General  Hardee  and  the  general  offi 
cers  of  that  corps.  He  found  they  were  disposed  to 
think  that  he  and  bis  general  officers  had  evaded  the 
real  issue,  which,  in  spite  of  General  Bragg'a  letter  of 
the  30fch,  General  Hardee  and  his  officei-s  insisted  was 
the  question  of  confidence  in  General  Bragg  as  com- 
mander of  the  army.  He  also  learned  that  there  was  a 
feeling  among  them  that,  in  view  of  the  investigation 
then  being  conducted  by  the  government  through  Gen- 
eral Johnstouj  this  action  on  the  part  of  General  Polk 
left  the  officers  of  Hardee's  corps  in  the  unenviable  posi- 
tion of  mere  "  discontents." 
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General  Brag's  letter  made  it  impossible  for  Polk 
to  plaee  himself  and  his  subordinates  before  General 
Johnston  in  the  position  occupied  by  Hardee  and  his 
officers.  In  justice,  therefore,  first  to  his  brother  officers 
and  then  to  himself,  but  more  than  all  in  behalf  of  what 
he  and  all  the  other  general  officers  believed  to  be  the 
public  good,  he  adopted  the  only  course  open  to  him. 
He  wrote  directly  to  Mr.  Davis,  accompanying  the  letter 
with  all  the  correspondence  that  had  passed  between 
General  Br^g,  himself,  and  his  generals,  beginning  with 
the  first  note  written  by  Cheatham  and  Withers  from 
the  field,  12.15  a.m.,  January  3,  and  ending  with  his  own 
to  General  Brag^  of  January  31. 

Hbadquabtebs  Polk's  Corps,  AEur  op  Tennessee, 
February  4, 1863. 

Mtf  dear  Sir :  I  know  that  you  have  been  apprised  of  a  cor- 
respoudeuce  which  has  taien  place  between  General  Brag^ 
and  the  corps  and  division  commanders  of  Hardee's  corps,  of 
this  army,  following  upon  the  retreat  from  Uurtreesboro. 
As  the  same  circular  which  was  answered  by  the  officers  of 
Hardee's  corps  was  received  by  those  of  mine,  I  think  it 
proper  to  send  you  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  which 
passed  between  General  Bragg  and  myself.  You  will  find  it 
enclosed  with  this.  .  .  . 

This  correspondence  has  been  very  unfortunate,  and  its 
inauguration  ill-judged ;  but  it  is  now  a  part  of  the  history 
of  the  times,  and  I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  transmit  to  you 
copies  of  the  letters  which  have  passed  between  the  general 
and  myself.  That  correspondence  speaks  for  itself.  I  thought, 
with  the  officers  of  Hardee's  corps,  that  he  desired  an  opinion 
on  two  points.  Some  of  my  subordinate  commanders  had 
thought,  and  others  then  thought,  that  he  desired  us  to  reply 
to  but  one.  As  he  desired  us  to  consult  our  subordinates 
before  answering,  the  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  con- 
stmction  of  his  note  made  it  plainly  proper  to  ask  him  which 
was  the  proper  construction.    To  have  this  was  necessary  to 


b>  Google 


^t.  56]     BRAGQ'S  RETIREMENT  ASKED  FOR.     207 

aa  intelligible  and  satisfiMitory  reply.  It  will  be  seen  what 
tlie  reply  was,  which,  made  my  final  answer  plain  and  easy. 
I  think  it  would  not  be  difficult,  from  the  form  of  my  note,  for 
him  to  have  inferred  what  my  answer  would  have  been  if  he 
had  asked.  It  was  waiyed  and  declined.  Under  the  oircum- 
stanoea  it  would  seem  to  have  been  natural  for  him  to  desire 
to  know  the  opinions  of  all,  as  he  had  been  forced  to  know 
those  of  half  of  his  subordinates  of  the  highest  grade,  but, 
as  I  have  said,  it  was  deelined.  I  feel  it  a  duty  to  say  to 
yon  that,  bad  I  and  my  division  commanders  been  asked  to 
answer,  our  repUes  would  have  coincided  with  those  of  the 
officers  of  the  other  corps.  You  have  known  my  opinions  on 
this  subject  since  my  visit  to  Richmond. 

I  have  only  to  add,  if  he  were  Napoleon  or  the  great 
Frederick,  he  would  serve  our  cause  at  some  other  point 
better  than  here.  My  opinion  is  he  had  better  be  transferred. 
I  remember  you  having  said,  speaking  of  his  being  trans- 
ferred from  this  command,  "I  can  make  good  use  of  him 
here  in  Richmond."  I  have  thought  that  the  best  di^Ktsition 
for  him  and  for  the  service  of  the  army  that  could  be  made. 
His  capacity  for  organization  and  discipline,  which  has  not 
been  equaled  among  us,  could  be  used  by  you  at  head- 
quarters with  infinite  advantage  to  the  whole  army. 

I  think,  too,  that  the  best  thing  to  be  done  in  supplying 
his  place  would  be  to  give  his  command  to  General  Joseph 
£.  Johnston.  He  will  cure  all  discontent  and  inspire  the 
army  with  new  life  and  confidence.  He  is  here  on  tie  spot, 
and  I  am  sura  will  be  content  to  take  it.  If  General  Lee 
can  command  the  principal  army  in  his  department  in  per- 
son, there  is  no  reason  why  General  Johnston  should  not. 
I  have,  therefore,  as  a  general  officer  of  this  army,  8i)eak- 
ing  in  behalf  of  my  associates,  to  ask  respectfully  that  this 
appointment  be  made,  and  I  beg  to  be  permitted  to  do  this 
urgently.  The  state  of  this  army  demands  immediate  at- 
tention, and  it«  position  before  tbe  enemy,  aa  well  as  the 
mind  of  its  troops  and  commanders,  could  find  relief  in  no 
way  so  readily  as  by  the  appointment  of  General  Joseph  E. 
Johnston. 
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This  letter  fulfilled  all  that  General  Polk  cotild  do 
under  the  circiunstances,  and  it  presented  to  the  govem- 
meut  the  state  of  affairs  in  that  army  in  a  way  that 
no  other  officer  had  been  able  to  do.  This  arose  from 
the  fact  that  at  the  close  of  the  Kentucky  campaign, 
as  has  been  said,  he  was  sent  to  Riehmond  at  the  request 
of  the  President,  that  he  might  be  conferred  with  per- 
sonally upon  the  state  of  affairs  in  the  department,  and, 
while  there,  had  been  asked  categorically  as  to  the  degree 
of  confidence  with  which  General  Bra^  had  inspired 
his  army.  He  had  even  then  been  compelled  to  say  that 
General  Bra^  no  longer  held  the  confidence  of  his  army, 
and,  in  answer  to  a  query  as  to  who  should  succeed  him, 
had  suggested  General  Joseph  £.  Johnston.  These  facts 
are  alluded  to  in  the  sentence  of  the  above  letter,  "  You 
have  known  my  opinions  on  this  subject  since  my  visit 
to  Richmond." 

General  Johnston  bestowed  three  weeks  upon  tlie 
investigation,  "  and  then  advised  against  General  Bra^s 
removal,  because  the  field-officers  of  the  army  represented 
that  the  men  were  in  high  spirits  and  as  ready  as  ever 
for  fight ;  such  a  condition  seeming  to  me  incompatible 
with  the  alleged  want  of  confidence  in  their  general's 
want  of  ability." ' 

This  decision  left  the  case  about  as  it  was  before  the 
inquiry  began,  and  did  not  satisfy  the  government,  be- 
cause on  March  9  General  Johnston  was  ordered  to  as- 
sume command  of  the  Army  of  Tennessee,  and  to  order 
General  Bragg  to  report  to  the  War  Department  at 
Richmond  for  conference. 

Gener^  Johnston  accordingly,  on  March  18,  without 
the  publication  of  a  formal  order  to  that  effect,  as- 

1  "Johnston's  NuratiTe,"  p.  63. 
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snmed  the  duties  of  commander  of  the  army.  Bat  he 
evidently  and  naturally  preferred  not  to  he  made  tlie 
channel  through  which  General  Bragg's  supersedure 
should  proceed,  and  on  April  10,  under  the  plea  of  not 
heing  well,  said  that  he  was  not  then  able  to  serve  in 
tlie  field,  and  consequently  General  Bragg  was  necessary 
there  as  the  commander  of  the  army. 

Pending  this  action  of  April  10,  and  while  General 
Johnston  was  exercising  command,  a  stafE-ofBcer  of  the 
President's  (Colonel  W.  Preston  Johnston)  being  present 
making  a  general  inspection  of  the  army,  General  Polk 
wrote  Mr.  Davis  the  following  letter,  which  no  doubt 
accurately  stated  General  Johnston's  position  in  the  in- 
vestigation which  the  government  had  placed  upon  him. 

{Private.'] 

Headquakters  Pole's  Corps, 
Shelbtville,  March  30, 1863. 
His  Excellency,  President  Davis,  Rkhmond,  Va.  : 

Colonel  [W.  P.]  Johnston  has  been  with  me  since  Saturday. 
He  has  made  known  the  object  of  his  coming,  and  I  have 
diecnssed  the  points  submitted  with  him  freely. 

My  views  in  regard  to  the  condition  of  things  here  are 
mature  and  clear.  He  informs  me  he  finds  them  to  be  such 
as  are  entertained  in  the  other  corps.  They  are  those  I  ex- 
pressed to  you  in  a  letter  I  addressed  to  you  some  time  since, 
enclosing  a  copy  of  a  correspondence.  The  grounds  on  which 
they  rest  I  have  submitted  to  Colonel  Johnston. 

My  idea  ia — my  conviction,  rather — that  if  the  presence 
and  offices  of  General  Bra^  were  entirely  acceptable  to  this 
army,  the  higbetst  interests— military  interests— of  the  Con- 
federacy would  be  consulted  by  transferring  him  to  another 
field,  where  his  pecuhar  talent — that  of  organization  and  dis- 
cipline— could  find  a  more  ample  scope.  For  that  kind  of 
service  he  has  imdonbtedly  peculiar  talent.  His  tastes  and 
natural  inclination  fit  him  for  it,  and  he  haa  now  the  ad- 
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vantage  of  targe  and  fresh  experience.  The  application  of 
that  talent  is  not  always  easy  or  agreeable  where  it  exists. 
Yet  there  are  few  armies  which  would  not  be  bene&ted  by  it, 
even  if  the  benefit  came  from  without. 

My  opinion  is  that  the  general  could  be  of  service  to  all  the 
armies  of  the  Confederacy  if  placed  in  the  proper  position. 
Such  a  position  would  be  that  of  a  place  in  the  Adjutant-  and 
Inspector- General's  Department  at  Richmond.  Assign  him 
the  duties  of  Inapeotor-Geaeral.  If  the  duties  are  attended  t« 
as  the  imperfectly  oi^antzed  and  disciplined  condition  of  onr 
troops  require,  they  will  furnish  full  employment  for  any 
single  mind.  And,  from  my  observation  while  in  Richmond, 
it  will  be  a  great  relief  to  General  Cooper,  whose  energy 
and  business  capacity,  great  as  they  are,  seemed  well-nigh 
overtaxed. 

The  general  could  not  object  to  the  position  on  the  score  of 
rank,  as  the  ranking  officer  of  the  army  now  holds  that  posi- 
tion. It  is  as  competent  to  assign  Genera)  Bragg  as  any  other 
officer  to  that  duty,  and,  as  his  specialty  b  that  which  the  office 
of  Inspector- General  covers,  his  resources  and  capacity  would 
be  felt  throughout  the  army,  and  the  whole  family  of  idlers, 
drones,  and  shirks  of  high  and  low  degree,  far  and  near,  would 
feel  his  searching  hand,  and  be  made  to  take  their  places  and 
do  their  duty. 

Besides,  I  think,  with  a  proper  presentation  of  the  impor- 
tance of  the  duties  to  be  performed,  his  acknowlec^ed  ability 
for  their  performance,  etc.,  he  would  accept  with  pleasure — 
at  least  until  he  had  reduced  things  all  round  to  order. 

This  done,  the  way  is  clear  for  assigning  General  Johnston 
to  the  command  of  this  army,  a  measure  which  would  give 
universal  satisfaction  to  the  officers  and  men. 

Colonel  Johnst<>n  informed  me  that  he  thinks  General  John- 
ston desires  to  keep  General  Bragg  in  his  present  position.  I 
think  the  case  would  be  more  properly  stated  by  saying  that 
he  does  not.  wish  to  be,  or  seem  to  be,  the  cause  of  his  re- 
moval. I  have  conversed  with  him  on  the  subject,  and  he 
feels  a  delicacy,  as  I  understand  it,  in  touching  the  case  of 
a  man  to  whose  command  he  might  succeed  in  the  event  of 
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his  being  removed  from  it.  I  do  not  think  I  misapprehend 
his  feelings,  thot^li  of  course  think  them  morbid,  and,  in  the 
present  relations  of  the  parties,  misplaced. 

I  know  that  General  Johnston  thinks  himself  but  half 
employed,  and  that  he  would  be  much  better  satisfied  com- 
manding an  army  in  the  field  than  doing  the  duties  of  ad- 
ministering a  department.  If  it  should  be  thought  that  he 
could  not  take  charge  of  operations  in  the  field,  and  admin- 
ister the  three  departmenls  now  under  his  care,  then  separate 
Pemberton's,  and  restrict  him  to  East  Tennessee  and  Depart- 
ment No.  2.  These  go  well  together,  and  both  he  and  Pem- 
berton  might  report  to  you  at  Richmond.  Whether  General 
'  Johnston  is  the  best  man  for  the  place  or  not,  is  not  the 
question ;  the  array  and  the  West  believe  so,  and  both  would 
be  satisfied  with  the  appointment,  and  I  believe  it  the  best 
that  could  be  made. 

But  General  Johnston's  letter  of  April  10  practically 
closed  the  subject,  and  secured  to  General  Bragg  a  con- 
tinuance of  the  command  of  the  army. 

General  Johnston  remained  at  Tullahoma  until  May  9, 
when  the  government  ordered  him  to  Mississippi  to  take 
command  of  the  forces  opposing  General  Grant. 

It  is  readily  seen  that  after  such  a  correspondence  and 
investigation  the  relatione  between  General  Bragg  and 
his  general  offieera  were  necessarily  strained,  but  it  did 
not  interfere  with  the  improvement  of  the  army,  which, 
in  other  respects,  increased  in  efficiency  every  day. 
This  condition  of  affairs,  graphically  pictured  in  the  fol- 
lowing extracts  from  General  Polk's  letters  to  his  wife, 
is  a  speaking  tiibnte  to  the  good  sense  and  patriotism  of 
General  Bragg  and  his  subordinates,  showing,  as  it  does, 
that,  in  spite  of  serions  differences,  fie  common  good  was 
sedulously  cared  for. 

Shelbyville,  March  30, 1863. 

...  I  have  to-day  had  a  review  of  my  whole  corps  for  the 
benefit  of  President  Davis,  in  the  person  of  his  fude-de-camp, 
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Colonel  W.  Preston  JohnBtoo.  It  was  a  fine  afFair,  and  all 
things  went  off  Batiafactorily.  The  troops  looked  very  well, 
and  I  never  saw  them  march  so  well.  My  corps  was  never 
in  better  condition,  and  is  now  about  20,000  strong.  I 
confess  I  felt  proud  of  the  fellows  as  they  marched  by  me  to- 
day. In  their  hearts  is  embodied  as  large  and  as  intense  an 
amount  of  rebellion  as  was  ever  concentrated  in  the  same 
number  of  men.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  command  such  men. 
Johnston  was  highly  pleased  and  very  complimentary. 

ShelbtvilIiE,  April  11, 1863. 

...  I  have  just  returned  from  Tullahoma,  where  I  have 
been  for  the  last  three  days.  I  went  up  to  see  Generals  - 
Johnston,  Bra^,  Hardee,  and  Breckinridge.  I  saw  them  all; 
Hardee  turned  out  his  whole  corps  and  gave  us  a  grand 
review.  It  was  my  birthday,  too.  The  review  was  on  that 
day,  yesterday.  I  reviewed  the  troops.  The  general  did  his 
best.  He  had  sent  all  around  for  the  ladies  of  the  neighbor- 
ing villages ;  for  you  must  know  that  he  is  the  beau  of  the 
army,  and  nothing  pleases  him  so  much  as  to  have  a  bevy  of 
ladies  around  him.  He  had  about  14,000  men  on  the  field. 
The  review  was  managed  by  Breckinridge,  and  he  rode  around 
the  lines  with  me.  The  day  was  fine — a  little  dusty,  and  the 
turn-out  was  general.  The  troops  looked  fine,  and  marched 
weD.  They  have  improved  very  much  since  he  has  been  at 
Tullahoma.  After  the  review  the  general  had  a  horse-race 
and  then  a  tournament.  The  whole  afl!air  was  quite  gay,  and 
everybody  seemed  much  pleased.  It  was  quite  an  affair.  I 
am  to  reciprocate  the  civility  nest  week ;  the  horse-race  I  shall 
turn  over  to  General  Cheatham,  and  should  be  so  much 
pleased  if  you  and  the  girls  could  be  near  enough  to  witness 
and  enjoy  it.  I  shall  be  very  willing  to  present  my  corps  to 
him  and  his  otBcers  in  return,  as  it  has  been  drilling  very 
steadUy  and  is  in  fine  pl^ht.  My  corps  now  numbers  near 
20,000,  and  they  are  in  high  condition  and  full  of  life  and 
spirit.  General  Bragg  says  he  wiU  make  my  corps  a  visit  in 
a  few  days;  so  does  General  Johnston. 

Just  to  Uiink,  I  am  fifty-seven !    I  have  spent  many  of  these 
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years  as  I  wonld  not  again.  But  in  many  of  tliem  I  have 
tried  to  do  my  duty.  The  Lord  pardon  the  omissions  of  the 
past  and  give  me  grace  to  redeem  the  time  in  the  future. 

Altiei  is  quite  well,  and  sends  bis  respects  to  his  mis- 
tress. .  .  . 

April  16,  1863. 

.  .  .  QenCTal  Bragg  is  now  hs^e  vi^ting  the  corps  with  the 
view  of  inspecting  it.  He  and  two  of  his  aides-de-camp 
dined  with  me  to-day,  with  my  three  division  commanders, 
Cheatham,  Withers,  and  Stewart.  ...  I  had  a  review  yester- 
day of  all  my  corps.  General  Bragg  and  staff  present  and 
highly  pleased.  Our  transportation  is  in  fine  condition  ; 
horses  and  mules  all  fat,  and  battery  horses  and  batteries  in 
flue  condition.  The  troops  have  plenty  of  clothes  and  are 
now  all  well  shod.  We  have  plenty  of  food  also,  and  as  far 
as  the  fields  before  us  are  any  indication,  there  never  was 
such  a  wheat  harvest. 

In  his  "Three  Months  in  the  Southern  States"  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Premantle  of  the  English  army  speaks 
of  General  Polk,  whom  he  met  about  this  time,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Lieutenant-General  Leonidas  Polk,  Bishop  of  Loniaana, 
who  commands  the  other  corps  d^arm^,  is  a  good-looking, 
gentleman-like  man,  with  all  the  manners  and  affabihty  of  a 
"grand  seigneur."  He  is  fifty-seven  years  of  age,  tall,  up- 
right, and  looks  much  more  the  soldier  than  the  clei^man. 

He  is  much  beloved  by  the  soldiers  on  account  of  his  great 
personal  courage  and  agreeable  manners.  I  had  already 
heard  no  end  of  anecdotes  of  hira,  told  me  by  my  traveling 
companions,  who  always  alluded  to  him  with  affection  and 
admiration.  In  his  clerical  capacity  I  had  always  heard  him 
spoken  of  with  the  greatest  respect. 

On  arriving  at  General  Polk's,  he  invited  me  to  take  up  my 
quarters  with  him  during  my  stay  with  Bragg's  army,  which 
offer  I  accepted  with  gratitude.    After  dinner  he  told  me  that 

I  His  body-servuit. 
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lie  hoped  his  brethren  in  Ei^land  did  not  very  mneh  condemn 
his  present  line  of  conduct.  He  explained  to  me  the  reasons 
which  had  indaced  him,  temporarily,  to  forsake  the  cassock 
and  return  to  his  old  profession.  He  stated  the  extreme 
reluctance  be  had  felt  in  taking  this  step,  and  he  said  that,  so 
soon  as  the  war  was  over,  he  should  return  to  his  episcopal 
avocations  in  the  same  way  as  a  man,  finding  his  bouse  on 
fire,  would  nse  every  means  in  his  power  to  extinguish  the 
flames,  and  would  then  resume  his  ordinary  pursuits. 

.  .  .  We  have  prayers  both  morning  and  evening  by  Dr. 
Quintard,  together  with  singing,  in  which  Ocneral  Polk  joins 
with  much  zeal. 

.  .  .  31st  May,  5  p.m.,  Sunday.  I  was  present  at  a  great 
open-air  preaching  at  General  Wood's  oamp.  Bishop  Elliott 
preached  most  admirably  to  a  congregation  composed  of 
nearly  3000  soldiers,  who  listened  to  him  with  the  most  pro- 
found attention.  Generals  Bragg,  Polk,  Hardee,  Withers, 
Cleburne,  and  endless  brigadiers,  were  also  present. 

...  I  took  leave  of  General  Polk  before  I  turned  in.  His 
hospitality  and  kindness  exceeded  anything  I  could  have  ex- 
pected. I  shall  always  feel  grateful  to  him  on  this  account,  and 
I'  shall  never  think  of  him  without  admiration  for  his  character 
as  a  sincere  patriot,  a  gallant  soldier,  and  a  perfect  gentleman. 

We  now  pi-esent  an  extract  from  a  letter  to  Mrs.  Polk, 
which,  with  Colonel  Fremiintle's  comment  given  above, 
will  present  to  the  reader  an  accurate  view  of  General 
Polk's  attitude  toward  matters  religious  while  serving 
as  a  soldier. 

June  14,  1863. 

This  is  Sunday,  and  1  have  just  returned  from  church. 
The  day  is  very  fine  and  clear,  and  everything  is  calm  and 
delightful.  I  went  to  the  Presbyterian  Church  to  hear  the 
Kev,  Dr.  Palmer  of  New  Orleans.  He  called  to  see  me  yes- 
terday, and  we  had  an  agreeable  conversation  on  the  stato  of 
the  country  and  the  army  and  the  times.  I  find  him  always 
intelUgent,  and  therefore  agreeable  in  conversation.  He 
preached  us  a  very  satisfactory  and  instructive  sermon  to- 
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day.  AH  were  pleased,  and,  as  I  hope,  all  benefited.  He  is 
to  spend  some  time  with  the  army,  as  well  to  aid  in  placing 
chapl^B  with  regiments  not  supplied  as  to  preach  himself. 
A  great  and  highly  commendable  effort  is  now  being  made  by 
the  reli^ouB  bodies  of  the  country  to  supply  the  spiritual 
wants  of  the  army,  and  I  hope  the  best  results  will  follow  from 
their  effort.  It  is  one  in  which  I  take  great  interest,  and 
which  I  foster  in  every  way  in  my  power.  Indeed,  I  think  on 
the  judicious  application  of  the  means  of  imparting  religious 
instructions  to  the  army  very  much  depends  the  future  con- 
dition of  om"  people  when  it  shall  please  God  to  relieve  us 
from  the  pressure  of  this  scoui^ing  war  and  restore  us  to 
peace.  If  we  should  allow  our  troops  to  give  vent  to  their 
natural  feeling  and  pasdons  in  retaliating  on  the  enemy,  we 
should  train  them  up  to  a  condition  of  mind  totally  unfitting 
them  to  fall  into  a  well- disciplined  and  chastened  civiUzation 
when  the  war  shall  have  closed.  To  us  this  is  especially  im- 
portant, since  hterally  now  the  country  is  the  army ;  for  all 
the  men  of  all  classes  are  in  the  army.  It  is  therefore  of  the 
highest  importance  that  its  moral  condition  should  be  well 
watched,  and  its  spiritual  condition  cared  for  and  elevated.  It 
is  important,  too,  that,  se  the  army  is  made  up  of  all  classes 
of  reli^on,  all  classes  should  be  represented  in  their  teachers, 
and  the  best  specimens  of  their  teachers  should  be  employed 
to  act  upon  them. 

No  more  fitting  opportunity  will  be  presented  tlian  tg 
here  found  for  allusion  to  some  of  tlie  personalities  who, 
as  specimens  of  their  class,  were  chaplains  in  this  army. 
It  is  needless  to  say  that  in  their  representative  capa- 
city  they  presented  wide  differences  of  type.  Ou  the  one 
hand  was  found  the  representative  of  the  Covenanter, 
on  the  other  hand  the  more  sestlietie  exponent  of  the 
Anglican  faith,  wlio  by  his  good-fellowship,  and,  in  one 
noted  instance,  familiarity  with  medical  as  well  as  sacred 
things,  found  welcome  wherever  he  went.  Upon  the 
outskirts  of  this  fellowship  were  to  be  found  all  sorts 
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and  conditions  of  chaplains,  who,  living  and  working 
and  at  times  fighting  alongside  their  chai^,  reached 
rough  natures  in  a  way  that  no  exercise  of  ordinary 
priestly  function  could  possibly  have  done.  There  were 
two  of  this  class  who  even  now  stand  well  out  in  relief. 
One  was  a  robust,  aggressive,  rather  uncompromising 
man,  whose  hues  had  fallen  among  some  of  the  best 
soldiers  of  the  army,  but  who  from  their  frontier  life 
had  acquired  many  ungodly  habits.  In  one  of  the 
periods  of  camp  life  they  had  become  rather  aggressive 
with  their  cock-fighting  and  "  keno,"  all  of  which  was 
duly  advertised  and  commented  upon  one  Sunday  in  no 
gentle  terms  by  the  chaplain.  That  night  bis  horse's  tail 
was  cleanly  shaved ;  and  when  he  appeared  upon  it  on  the 
march,  the  following  day,  he  was  met  by  uncomplimen- 
tary shouts  about  "Here's  your  mule,"  etc.  Singling 
out  the  group  from  which  the  cries  chiefly  came,  he  offered 
to  thrash  any  one  or  all  of  them  at  the  next  halt.  From 
that  moment  he  became  a  leader  of  the  command,  hardly 
second  to  the  brigade-commander  himself;  and  while 
there  were  occasional  relapses,  the  brigade  ultimately 
acquired  a  reasonable  reputation  for  righteous  behavior. 
The  other  chaplain  was  a  singular  figure,  one  upon 
which  the  memoiy  loves  to  dwell.  Of  sm^l  stature,  he 
always  looked  more  starved  than  well  fed.  Restless,  un- 
tiring, with  a  keen  knowledge  of  men,  he  was  ever  ready 
to  adapt  himself,  within  proper  hmits,  to  his  surround- 
ings. WeU  educated,  an  accomplished  linguist,  he  could 
not  merely  play  a  good  game  of  cards,  but  could  soften 
defeat  in  such  as  were  honored  in  his  victories.  But 
the  battlefield  was  his  strong  point,  where  the  good 
father,  well  up  behind  the  hue  of  battle,  with  holy  water 
and  absolution  repaid  many  a  stout  soul  for  the  loss  of 
its  poor  body. 
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THE  TDUAHOHA  CAHPAION. 

With  the  exception  of  the  brilliant  cavalry  operations 
of  General  Van  Dom  and  Geuoral  Forrest  in  front  of 
Columbia,  Tenn.,aad  the  agressions  of  Gtener^  Wheeler 
and  General  Morgan  along  the  front  of  the  Federal 
army  at  Murfreesboro,  the  spring  of  1863  passed  with- 
out witnessing  any  military  movements  of  coneequence. 

General  Brag's  force  now  numbered  44,000  men  of 
all  arms, —  about  36,000  infantry  and  artillery  and  8000 
cavalry.'  This  statement  is  meant  to  include  the  com, 
mand  of  General  Buckner,  which  joined  the  Army  of 
Tennessee  at  Tullahoma  In  the  midst  of  the  campaign, 
which  was  initiate)]  during  the  last  week  of  June.  It 
does  not  include  the  cavalry  command  of  General  John 
Moi^n,  which  General  Bragg,  following  his  policy  at 
Murfreesboro,  had  detached,  but  a  short  time  before, 
upon  the  unfortunate  and  disastrous  expedition  into 
Ohio  and  Indiana. 

The  line  occupied  by  the  Confederate  army  conformed, 
in  the  main,  to  the  course  of  Duck  River.  The  left, 
under  General  Polk,  rested  at  Shelbyville,  and  was  ex- 
tended by  cavalry  as  far  as  Columbia ;  the  right,  under 
General  Hardee,  rested  at  Wartrace,  extending  thence 
by  means  of  its  cavalry  as  far  as  McMinnviUe.  Earth- 
works of  considerable  extent  had  been  constructed  both 
at  Shelbyville  and  TuUahoma,  with  a  view  to  protection 
against  any  direct  attack. 

The  Confederate  right  covered  Tullahoma,  and  with 
it  the  main  line  of  railroad,  which  ran  thence  by  way  of 

1  The  divlBlDii  of  General  Bieekliiridge  had  been  detached  to  Oenenl 
JoImstOD  in  Uiaaiaaippi,  where  it  remained  until  just  before  the  battle 
of  Chickamauga,  when  It  was  retiuttad  to  the  Army  of  Tennessee. 
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Dechard  across  Elk  River  to  Cotrans  at  the  foot  of  the 
Ciuuberlaiid  Moimtains;  the  road  then  ran  through  a 
long  tunnel,  skirted  the  base  of  the  range,  and  reached 
the  gorge  of  the  Tennessee  River  at  Bridgeport.  Here 
it  crossed  the  river  and  ran  thence  along  the  banks  to 
Chattanooga.  This  railroad  was  General  Bragg's  only 
line  of  supply,  and  its  general  direction  to  his  right 
and  rear  exposed  it  to  a  quick  movement  in  that  di- 
rection. 

General  Rosecrans  had  utilized  his  period  of  rest  to 
construct  a  thorough  system  of  fortifications  at  Mur- 
freesboro,  which  he  designed  for  the  protection  of  his 
accumulated  supplies  when  he  should  move  forward. 

His  army  had  been  increased  both  in  efficiency  and 
numbers,  so  that  on  the  23d  of  June  he  was  able  to 
begin  his  campaign  with  60,000  infantry  and  artillery 
and  10,000  cavahy.' 

The  plan  formulated  by  General  Rosecrans,  and  which 
he  endeavored  to  cany  out,  was  the  turning  of  the  Con- 
federate right,  the  seizure  of  the  railroad  to  their  rear, 
and  then  an  attempt  to  force  them  to  fight  him  iu  a 
position  of  his  own  choosing,  or  else  retreat  by  their  left, 
thus  leaving  Chattanooga  uncovered  and  open  to  his 
occupation. 

In  pursuance  of  this  plan  a  heavy  demonstration  was 
made  against  General  Polk  at  Shelbyville,  under  cover 
of  which  General  Rosecrans,  by  the  morning  of  the  27th, 
was  able  to  reach  Manchester,  a  point  to  the  rear  of 
General  Brag's  right,  and  within  twelve  miles  of  Tul- 
laboma. 

Pending  the  arrival  of  all  his  forces  at  that  point, 
General  Rosecrans  dispatched  a  force  to  destroy  the 

l«OfflcIa]HecordB,  Worof  Rebel1ioD,"vol.  xxiii,  pt.  i,p.410. 
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railroad  behind  (Jeneral  Bra^.     This  was  accomplished 
in  part  on  the  28th  and  29th. 

In  the  forward  movement^  the  eolnnrn  upon  the 
Federal  right  struck  the  advance  of  General  Hardee's 
corps,  which  was  guarding  the  passes  at  Liberty  and 
Hoover's  gaps.  These  two  gaps,  together  with  Guy's 
Gap,  were  defiles  in  the  range  of  hills  which  separated 
the  positions  of  the  two  armies  at  Tullahoma  and  at 
Murfreesboro,  Tlie  turnpike  roads  leading  south  from 
Murfreesboro  passed  throiigh  these  gaps,  which  made 
them  strong  positions  at  which  to  contest  the  direct 
advance  the  Feder^  army  was  thought  to  be  making. 
In  keeping  ^th  this  view,  General  Bragg,  who,  owing 
to  the  elBciency  of  the  Federal  cavalry,  had  not  as  yet 
penetrated  General  Rosecrans'  designs,  and  was  not 
aware  of  the  position  upon  his  right  which  the  enemy 
had  even  then  reached,  now  (June  25)  moved  up  all  of 
Hardee's  corps  to  the  support  of  his  outposts  at  the  gaps. 

On  the  morning  of  the  26th  he  directed  Polk  to 
advance  his  corps,  through  Guy's  Gap,  to  the  front  of 
Sbelbyvllle,  and  at  daylight  of  the  27th  assail  the  force 
pressing  Hardee  at  Liberty  Gap,  it  being  understood 
that  Hardee  would  attack  from  his  front  at  the  same 
time.  General  Polk  suggested  that  the  movement  was 
imprudent  and  would  prove  just  what  the  enemy  wanted. 
The  su^;estion  was  not  approved,  however,  and  General 
Polk  proceeded  to  carry  out  the  command.  That  after- . 
noon,  however,  Rosecrans'  movement  upon  Manchester 
was  discovered,  and  in  consequence  Polk  and  Hardee 
were  ordered  to  withdraw  to  Tullahoma. 

General  Polk  marched  from  Sbelbyvllle  early  on  the 
27th,  but  such  was  the  condition  of  the  roads,  owing  to 
.the  rains,  that  he  did  not  reach  Tullahoma,  tweniy  miles 
away,  until  4  p.m.  the  following  day.     The  country  to  the 
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south  of  Duck  Kiver,  in  whicli  tlie  two  annies  were  then 
manceuvering,  being  made  up  of  a  peculiarly  spongy  soil, 
which  wheu  softened  by  the  heavy  rains  then  falling  be- 
came almost  impassable  for  trains,  and  in  plaees  difficult 
even  for  horses,  the  condition  of  the  roads  throughout 
the  campaign  was  therefore  a  constant  obstacle  to  both 
armies. 

On  the  morning  of  the  29th  the  Confederate  army  was 
placed  in  line  behind  the  works  constructed  about  Tulla- 
homa.  The  following,  quoted  from  notes  made  by  Lieu- 
tenant Richmond,  shows  the  difScultics  of  the  situation 
and  the  result  of  a  military  conferfenee  at  headquarters : 

After  getting  his  command  in  position,  General  Polk  went 
to  General  Bragg,  about  9  a.m.,  for  orders.  While  there, 
General  Bragg  informed  the  general  that  the  enemy  had 
destroyed  the  railroad  at  Dechard,  and  interrupted  hie  com- 
munications with  the  rear ;  tbat  the  enemy's  mounted  force  was 
so  great  as  to  render  it  impossible  for  him  (General  Bragg)  to 
prevent  it,  and  that  he  had  determined  to  give  the  enemy 
battle  where  he  then  was  (at  Tullahoma),  and  for  that  reason 
would  recall  Walthall's  brigade  at  Allisona  Bridge.  General 
Polk  then  remarked  that,  if  it  was  his  determination  te  fight  . 
there,  it  was  very  proper  to  recall  the  brigade.  The  general 
then  rode  along  the  entire  lines,  and,  overtaking  General 
Hardee,  informed  him  (General  Hardee)  of  General  Bragg's  de- 
tevniinatiotL,  and  told  him  that  he  (General  Polk)  thought  that 
determination,  under  the  eircum stances,  an  injudicious  one. 

They  then  both,  about  3  p.m.,  went  by  appointment  to 
army  headquarters.  Tliere  was  present  at  the  conference 
then  held,  General  Bragg,  General  Mackall,  General  Polk, 
General  Hardee,  and  Colonel  David  Urquhart,  who '  was 
understood  as  acting  as  General  Brnp^'s  private  secretary- 
General  Bra^  asked  General  Polk  what  was  his  counsel. 
General  Polk,  after  reminding  General  Bragg  that  his  com- 
munications with  his  base  were  destroyed,  took  the  ground- 
that  his  first  duty  was  to  reestablish  his  commnnications. 
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Oeaeral  Bra^  replied  that  they  had  been  reistablished 
since  the  interview  of  the  monmig.  General  Polk  then 
asked:  "How  do  you  propose  to  maintain  themT"  He 
t«plied :  "  By  posting  cavalry  along  the  line."  Qeneral 
Polk  remarked,  iu  his  opinion  he  had  not  cavalry  enough 
at  his  disposal  to  cover  other  points  and  cover  that  line  also, 
and  therefore  the  enemy  would  possess  himself  o£  the  line,  by 
driving  off  the  cavalry,  in  less  tbau  thirty-sis  hours;  that  if 
he  (the  enemy)  did  so,  he  would,  no  doubt,  do  it  in  force  suf- 
ficient to  bold  the  communications,  in  which  event  he  (Oen- 
eral  Bragg)  would  be  as  effectually  besieged  as  Pembertou 
in  Vioksburg^his  sources  of  supplies  cut  off.  The  enemy 
would  not  strike  him  a  blow,  but  reduce  him  by  starvation, 
either  to  surrender  on  the  spot  or  to  retreat  along  the  line 
which  he  had  indicated,  by  way  of  Fayetl«ville,  Huntsville, 
and  across  the  Tennessee  in  the  vicinity  of  Decatur.  In  this 
last  event,  animals  and  men,  being  exhausted  for  want  of 
food,  would  be  unfitted  for  resistance,  and  bis  whole  wi^on 
train,  including  ordnance  and  his  artillery,  would  fall  a  prey 
to  the  enemy.  It  was  doubtful,  also,  in  such  a  case,  if  he 
could  get  the  army  itself  across  the  river.  But  supposing  be 
succeeded  in  this  last,  he  would  find  himself  in  the  hills  of 
north  Alabama  without  food,  and  his  army  would  be  forced 
to  disperse  to  avoid  starvation.  In  the  mean  time  the  enemy 
would  pass  over  the  mountain,  take  possessiou  of  Chattanooga, 
and  march  without  interruption  into  Georgia  and  the  Caro- 
linas,  taking  possession  of  the  heart  of  the  Confederacy.  To 
avoid  all  these  results,  his  opinion  was  that  he  should  fall  back 
in  the  direction  of  his  base,  so  as  to  keep  the  line  connecting 
him  with  it  all  the  time  covered.  General  Bragg  said:  "That 
is  all  very  well,  but  what  do  you  distinctly  propose  to  have 
doneT"  General  Polk  replied  he  should  fall  back  or  retreat 
immediately,  as  he  did  not  think  there  wasa  moment  to  spare. 
"Then,"  said  General  Bragg,  "you  propose  that  we  shall  re- 
treatl"  General  Polk  said:  "I  do,  and  that  is  my  counsel," 
General  Hardee  was  then  asked  what  he  thought.  He  replied 
that  General  Polk's  views  carried  great  weight  with  them,  but 
he  was  not  prepared  to  advise  a  retreat.    He  thought  it  would 
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be  well  to  liave  some  infantry  seat  along  the  line  to  support 
the  cavalry,  and  to  wait  for  farther  developments.  It  was 
agreed  that  this  should  be  done,  and  that  the  infantry  should 
be  ordered  back  upon  the  line.    This  closed  the  oooferenee. 

The  Confederate  army  held  its  position  until  the  night 
of  the  30th,  when,  finding  that  Bosecrans,  who  mean- 
while had  assembled  all  his  army  at  Manchester,  was 
pressing  to  gain  his  rear.  General  Bragg  withdrew,  and 
took  up  a  position  on  the  south  side  of  Elk  River,  pre- 
pared to  dispute  there  the  further  progress  of  the  enemy. 

About  eight  o'clock  General  Polk,  who  held  a  position 
near  the  railroad  bridge,  received  the  following  note 
from  General  Bragg  at  Dechard: 

7  P.M.,  July  1. 

The  enemy  has  reached  your  front;  close  up.  The  question 
to  be  decided  instantly:  shall  we  fight  on  the  Elk  or  take  post 
at  foot  of  mountain  at  Cowan's  t 

To  which  General  Polk  replied : 

You  ask,  "  Shall  we  fight  on  the  Elk  or  take  post  at  foot  of 
mountain  at  Cowan's  1 "  I  reply,  take  post  at  foot  of  moun- 
tain at  Cowan's. 

General  Hardee,  who  was  very  uneasy  at  the  ouUook, 
sent  the  following  notes  to  General  Polk.  From  the 
second  note  it  is  presumed  the  query  propounded  to 
General  Polk  as  to  the  selection  of  the  battle-ground 
had  been  also  asked  of  him. 

Headquabters,  Jaly  1, 1863. 
8.30  P.M. 

My  dear  General:  I  have  been  thinking  seriously  of  the 
condition  of  affairs  with  this  army.  I  deeply  regret  to  see 
General  Bragg  in  his  present  enfeebled  state  of  health.  If 
we  have  a  fight,  he  is  evidently  luialjle  either  to  e. 
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determine  his  line  of  battle  or  to  take  command  on  the  field. 
What  shall  we  do  f  What  is  best  to  be  done  to  save  this 
army  and  its  honor  T  I  think  we  ought  to  counsel  together. 
Where  is  Bueknert 

The  enemy  evidently  believe  we  are  retreating,  and  will 
press  us  vigorously  to-morrow.  When  can  we  meetT  I 
would  like  Buckner  to  be  present. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly  yours, 

W.  J.  Hardee, 
Lieutenant-  General. 
Iiiedtenant-Gener4Ij  Polk. 

July  1,  1863. 
My  dear  General :  I  have  answered  unhedtatingly,  "  Let 
us  fight  at  the  mountain."  This  decision  will  render  unneces- 
sary the  meeting  which  I  sought  to-night;  we  can  talk  about 
the  matter  to-morrow.  I  do  not  desire  that  any  one  but 
Buckner  and  yoorsclf  should  know  my  anxiety.  My  mind  is 
in  part  relieved  by  the  deoiMon,  which  I  have  no  doubt  will 
be  made,  to  fight  at  the  mountain.  If  asked  under  the  cir- 
cnmstanoes  named  in  my  letter  whether  we  ought  to  fight  or 
retreat,  my  mind  inclines  now  to  the  latter  course. 

LlEnTBNAKT-QENEBAL  POLE. 

The  enemy  failed  t«  attack,  and  gave  General  Bragg 
an  opportunity  to  move  to  the  mountain.  On  July  2 
Polk's  corps  was  ordered  to  proceed  to  Cowan,  Buckner 
in  advance  of  it,  Hardee  to  move  on  the  road  to  Brake- 
field  Point,  Wheeler's  cavalry  to  cover  the  rear. 

At  Cowan  the  troops  drew  up  in  line  of  battle,  both 
fianks  protected  by  the  mountain. 

On  July  2,  the  enemy  declining  the  tender  of  battle, 
although  engaging  Wheeler's  cavalry  warmly,  General 
Bra^  moved  his  force  tfl  Chattanooga,  reaching  there 
July  6,  in  good  order  and  without  serious  loss. 

Lieutenant  Richmond,  in  his  not«8,  makes  this  dosing 
statement : 
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During  the  retreat  not  a  gon  was  lost  by  the  corps,  oot  a 
pound  of  ordnance  or  qoBTtermaster's  stores,  and  not  $2000 
worth  of  commissBTy  stores,  and  these  last  were  distributed 
to  the  Families  of  soldiers  at  Sbelbyville. 

Though  there  was  some  straggling,  there  were  not  a  thou- 
sand men  absent  from  the  corps  that  started  with  it  from 
Shelbjville ;  and,  owing  to  recruits  that  met  it  on  its  arrival  in 
Chattanooga  and  while  m  route,  it  was  absolut«ly  400  stronger 
on  its  arrival  thwi  when  it  began  its  retrograde  movement. 


This  statement  of  the  condition  of  General  Polk's 
corps  applies  with  equal  force  to  that  of  General  Hardee. 
General  Hardee  was  a  soldier  who  thoroughly  knew  the 
business  of  war,  not  only  upon  the  march,  but  in  the 
camp  and  upon  the  battlefield,'  and  it  was  a  great  mis- 
fortune to  the  Army  of  Tennessee  that  it  lost  his  services 
at  this  juncture.  The  government  detached  him  to  the 
command  of  General  Johnston,  where  his  eminent  abil- 
ities as  a  teacher,  disciplinarian,  and  orgaDizer  of  troops 
were  needed  in  the  reconstruction  of  General  Pemberton's 
army.  As  we  know  from  these  pages,  he  had  served  in 
the  West  from  the  outbreak  of  hostilities.  Since  the 
formation  of  this  army  he  had  occupied  a  most  conspic- 
uous position  in  every  emergency  which  it  had  con- 
fronted ;  he  had  always  proven  himseU  equal  to  the 
duties  devolved  upon  him  ;  had  held  the  confidence  of 
his  commanders,  his  associates,  and  his  subordinat«8 ; 
and  his  troops,  obeying  bim  with  a  readiness  which  could 
only  come  from  the  utmost  reliance,  had  shown  their 
devotion  to  him  upon  every  battlefield.  A  perfectly 
courteous  man,  he  was  cool  and  calculating  in  victory 
or  defeat ;  qnick  to  see  an  advantage,  he  could  hurt  his 
enemy  and  yet  save  his  own  men.    When  to  these  high 

1  "  Life  of  Albert  Sidney  Johnaton,"  pp.  353,  354. 
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soldierly  traits  are  added  his  tact  and  his  intimate  knowl- 
edge of  the  government  of  that  army,  its  weaknesses  and 
its  strength, — how  to  supplement  the  one  and  counteract 
the  other, — one  realizes  how  his  absence  just  at  this  time 
was  much  more  to  that  army  than  a  surface  view  would 
indicate.  To  General  Polk  it  was  a  double  loss :  first, 
of  a  reliable  friend ;  second,  of  an  associate  corps-com- 
mander with  whom  he  had,  as  it  were,  grown  up.  Apart 
from  their  early  association  in  Missouri,  where  they  first 
learned  to  know  each  other,  the  perplexities  peculiar  to 
this  army,  which,  as  oflScers  nearest  to  the  commanding 
general,  they  liad  faced  since  Shilob,  had  developed  in 
General  Hwdee  a  knowledge  of  the  requirements  of  the 
situation  which  could  only  be  had  by  long  contact  with 
them ;  he  therefore  was  prepared  to  meet  the  emei^en- 
cies  of  the  position  of  corps-commander  in  this  army 
with  a  completeness  and  efficiency  impossible  to  one  a 
stranger  to  it. 

General  Bra^  was  not  as  conscious  of  all  this  as  he 
became  later,  for  Hardee's  absence  during  the  campaign 
and  battle  of  Chickamauga  proved  a  greater  loss  than 
even  his  presence  at  Missionary  Ridge  proved  a  gain. 

No  doubt  General  Bragg  would  have  preferred  the 
transfer  of  General  Polk,  whom  he  characterized  as  not 
only  lacking  in  promptness,  but  given  to  the  exercise  of 
too  much  latitude  in  the  execution  of  important  orders, 
thus  marring  his  plans  at  times.  But  even  if  these  ob- 
jections had  been  other  than  the  mere  reflections  of  the 
uncertainties  of  action  and  inadeqnateness  of  informa- 
tion so  often  evinced  by  the  head  of  the  army,  there  re- 
mained a  strength  in  the  harmony  of  action  and  feeling 
existing  between  his  corps-commanders  and  in  their  com- 
bined influence  with  him, —  for  it  was  very  real,  being 
always   exercised  with   scrupulous  subordination   and 
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courtesy, — which  was  sorely  missed  by  GeDeral  Bragg 
in  tbe  campaign  then  forming. 

As  the  government  appeared  to  view  the  feeling  of 
General  Brad's  subordinates  toward  his  conduct  of 
the  campaigns  and  battles  of  his  army  as  evidences  of 
an  insubordinate  spirit  on  their  part,  or,  perhaps,  as  was 
blindly  charged,  of  selfish  concern  for  themselves,  it  log- 
ically preferred  to  find  elsewhere  a  successor  to  General 
Hardee.  It  therefore  assigned  General  D.  H.  Hill,  of 
the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  to  the  position. 

An  ardent  patriot  and  a  gallant  soldier,  General  Hill 
had  won  distinction  as  a  division  commander  in  many 
battles  in  Virginia.  He  now  entered  upon  his  duties  on 
his  new  field  in  a  manner  which  promised  a  fulfillment 
of  every  expectation  from  the  government  and  from  his 
friende.' 

The  loss  of  the  army  at  Vicksbui^,  with  the  defeat 
at  Gettysburg,  impressed  General  Polk  so  deeply  that 
he  concluded  to  take  council  with  General  Hardee  upon 
the  military  situation.     To  this  end  he  wrote,  July  30th : 

My  dear  General:  In  reflecting  on  the  situation,  it  seems  to 
me  that  things  arc  not  woariog  a  promisiog  aspect,  and  that 
some  change  io  our  programme  might  not  be  amiss. 

It  appears  from  our  advices,  that  Grant,  for  the  want  of 
water,  has  ceased  his  march  from  Jackson  eastward,  and  has 
returned  to  Vicksburg.  It  is  also  reported  that  he  is  sending 
one  of  his  corps,  McPherson's,  to  the  east,  to  cooperate  with 
Meade  against  Lee,  and  with  the  rest  he  is  preparing  to  move 
against  Mobile.  Supyxise  this  to  be  so;  the  question  then  arises, 
what  disposition  is  best  for  our  own  forces? 

If  I  am  rightly  informed  as  to  Genl.  Johnston's  strength, 

'  General  HUl  had  served  with  General  Bragg  during  the  Meiiean 
War,  holding  the  position  of  lieutenant  in  Bragg's  battery.  General 
Thomas  also  was  on  officer  in  the  same  battery. 
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it  is  hardly  sufficiect  to  resist  a  combination  of  Grant  and 
Banks,  and  must  be  content  with  checking  their  onward  move- 
ment only.  It  is  not  sufficient  to  do  more,  and  first  or  last 
Alabama  will  be  over-run  in  spite  of  him.  If  that  be  so,  could 
not  a  better  office  be  found  for  Genl.  Johnston  and  hia  army? 
I  think  there  could. 

That  office  would  be  to  have  the  General  ordered  to  this  point 
with  his  whole  army,  excepting  certain  small  detachments,  and 
to  have  him  placed  in  command  of  the  whole  of  the  disposable 
forces  of  the  West  and  South,  or  Southwest,  to  be  concentrated 
at  this  point,  including  hia  own,  Genl.  Bragg's,  and  General 
Buckner'a  forces,  and  any  others  that  could  be  spared  over 
the  whole  Southwest. 

The  detachments  left  behind,  should  be  placed  at  the  most 
important  points  in  Ala.  and  Miss.,  to  be  held  in  observation, 
and  to  act  as  nuclei  around  which  the  quotas  of  state  troops 
now  being  raised,  should  be  concentrated.  To  such  com- 
mands should  be  entrusted  the  work  of  checkii^  the  enemy 
and  removing  stores,  &c.  and  making  all  the  defence,  which 
in  the  existing  condition  of  things,  is  allowable  for  that  portion 
of  the  confederacy. 

The  army  thus  concentrated  under  Genl.  Johnston  ought 
to  foot  up  80,000  men,  exclusive  of  the  troops  of  Pemberton 
and  Gardner.  With  such  a  force  at  his  disposal,  I  see  no 
reason  why  Genl.  Johnston  might  not  assume  the  offensive, 
and  attack  Rosencranz  with  the  atroi^est  probability  of  success. 
I  think  he  could  succeed  in  crushing  him,  and  repossessing 
Middle  Tennessee,  then  he  might  move  down  and  take  pos- 
session of  the  neck  between  the  Cumberland  &  Tennessee,  and 
so  the  mouths  of  those  streams,  and  of  Columbus,  &  Island 
No.  10  and  Memphis,  in  short,  place  us  where  we  have  ever 
desired,  and  been  attempting  to  be,  since  this  war  began. 
This  would  wipe  out  the  prest'^  of  the  Vicksburg  success, 
and  throw  us  on  the  line  of  Grant's  conmiunicationa,  open  a 
connection  with  the  Transmississippi  forces,  and  enable  us  to 
unite  and  move  down  upon  Grant  with  our  whole  Western 
strength.    Besides  this  if  we  were  successful  we  might  hope  to 
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find  arms  to  ann  Pemberton,  and  to  employ  his  force  as  rapidly 
as  armed.  I  confess  in  this  campaign,  I  find  more  that  is  hope- 
ful and  promising  than  in  anything  that  presents  itself,  and 
it  is  in  keeping  with  views  I  have  always  entertained  and 
ui^ed  in  regard  to  the  mission  of  the  army  of  Tennessee.  In 
my  judgment  it  is  the  important  army  of  the  Confederacy, 
and  has  a  higher  mission,  and  properly  strengthened  and  well 
handled  it  will  be  found  to  have  accomplished  more  than  any 
other  in  effecting  the  great  results,  after  which  we  are  all  aim- 
ing. So  deeply  impressed  am  I  with  these  views  I  have  ven- 
tured to  present  them  for  the  consideration  of  the  President, 
and  now  submit  them  for  your  consideration,  as  having  been 
a  valued  co-worker  in  this  field  so  long,  and  through  you  re- 
spectfully to  the  consideration  of  your  chief. 

Something  should  be  done,  and  that  promptly,  and  after 
mature  reflection  I  see  nothing  having  the  aspect  of  the  feasible 
about  it,  but  the  campaign  indicated,  and  this  I  believe  would 
be  a  brilliant  success. 

We  are  getting  along  as  usual,  the  General  has  gone  for  some 
days  t-o  Cherokee  Springs.  We  are  throwing  up  earth- 
works, refitting,  &c.  Your  successor  has  taken  command,  and 
promises  apparently  to  work  harmoniously.  Hindman,  who 
is  to  follow  Withers — he  having  been  sent  to  organize  new 
troops  in  Alabama — has  not  arrived.  No  threatening  of  the 
enemy  in  front  as  yet.  Should  like  to  hear  from  you  and 
remain, 

Very  truly  yours, 

(signed)  L.  Polk,  Lt.  Genl, 

Prompted  by  much  the  same  motives,  Hardee  before 
getting  this  letter  had  written  Polk  fii'.ly  and  confiden- 
tially. The  letter,  dated  at  Morton,  Miss.,  July  27th, 
frankly  said  many  things  which  showed  Polk  that  just 
then,  at  least,  his  plan  was  not  likely  to  be  carried  out. 
Among  other  things  Hardee  said:  "I  found  General 
Johnston  at  this  place  with  an  army,  according  to  his 
own  confession  much  reduced  in  numbers  by  desertion 
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and  much  demoralized.  My  experieace  has  fully  con- 
firmed his  statement.  He  has  now  a  little  over  18,000 
eflfective  infantry.  I  would  not  like  to  say  what  I 
thought  of  the  organization,  discipline  and  general 
efficiency  of  his  command.  I  fear  I  will  not  be  able  to 
do  as  much  as  you  anticipated.  I  know  I  wish  I  were 
back  at  Chattanooga  with  my  corps."' 

The  conditions  revealed  did  not  promise  well  for  the 
western  armies,  and  as  Polk  had  already  felt  the  ab- 
sence of  Hardee,  he  heartily  sympathized  with  his  wish 
to  be  back  with  this  army. 

But  too  deeply  concerned  over  the  general  situation 
to  lose  sight  of  it,  Polk  now  expressed  himself  in  confi- 
dence in  the  following  letter  to  Kenneth  Rayner,  No 
doubt  a  certain  amount  of  political  agitation  which  was 
being  sprung  upon  the  army  by  competii^  candidates 
for  Congress  had  informed  him  upon  some  of  the  subjects 
touched  in  this  letter. 

Mr.  Rayner,  his,  brother-in-law,  was  a  distinguished 
member  of  the  Whig  party,  and  one  of  the  leaders  of  his 
party  in  North  Carolina. 

Chatt.,  Aug.  15,  1863. 

The  falling  back  of  this  army  to  this  place  I  think  was 
judicious.  It  waa  made  necessary  by  the  disparity  of  forces 
and  the  general  state  of  things  in  other  parts  of  the  field  at 
the  time.  We  are  now  waiting  developments.  Our  position, 
miUtarity,  is  stronger  than  it  has  been.  The  accident  of 
surface  produced  by  the  mountain  range  and  the  river  in 
our  front  are  greatly  in  our  favour.  Rosencranz  we  hear  is 
preparing  to  move  forward,  but  he  is  cautious,  and  will  risk 
nothing  if  lie  can  help  it. 

As  to  Johnston  he  is  making  up  the  best  army  he  can  out 
of  the  ddms  of  the  Miss.  fray.  He  is  at  Enterpriae.  A  court 
I  Letter  id  possession  of  the  author. 


b>  Google 


230  STATE  OF  THE  CONFEDERACY.  [1863 

has  been  called  on  Pemberton.  This  may  secure  the  return  of 
the  largest  part  of  the  Mississippi  and  other  troops  furloughed 
by  him.  As  to  Grant  he  is  making  sure  of  his  conquest  on 
the  Mias.  and  preparing  to  advance  on  Mobile  so  soon  as  the 
weather  will  allow.  Of  Kirby  Smith  we  hear  very  little,  cer- 
tainly though  what  we  hear  is  favourable.  As  to  Price  he  is 
said  to  have  resigned.  If  so  I  think  it  unfortunate.  This  is 
about  the  position  of  affairs  at  the  west.  As  to  the  army  in  Va. 
and  the  condition  of  thii^  in  the  Carolinas  and  Georgia  you 
are  no  doubt  posted. 

To  my  mind  nothing  is  clearer  than  that  we  are  approaching 
a  crisis  in  the  history  of  our  affairs,  and  it  is  to  that  I  desire 
to  call  your  attention.  That  we  have  lost  ground  in  the  last 
few  weeks  is  patent  to  all.  Some  of  us  think  to  such  an  extent 
as  to  make  it  necessary  to  adopt  at  once  measures  which  may 
meet  the  emei^ency.  As  to  the  army  as  it  stands,  while  there 
may  be  occasional  desertiona,  we  have  no  fear.  We  think  it  may 
be  relied  on.  But  it  is  not  strong  enough.  It  must  be  increased. 
We  h(we  the  men  and  they  should  he  put  into  the  ranks.  To  accom- 
plish this,  more  vigour  is  required  in  the  administration.  Its 
action  is  not  decided  enough.  It  does  not  seem  to  rise  under 
increasing  pressure.  Whether  it  will  prove  equal  to  emer- 
gencies still  more  stringent,  yet  to  come,  remains  to  be  seen. 
But  the  indication  which  I  think  most  significant  is  the 
tendency  now  manifesting  itself  in  different  stales  among  the 
people  to  let  down.  An  eye  should  be  placed  on  this  at  once, 
and  the  strongest  measures  adopted  to  put  it  down.  By  this 
morning's  despatches  I  see  the  troops  in  the  Va.  army  from 
N.  C.  are  holding  meetings  to  proclaim  against  the  stand  taken 
by  the  "Standard  newspaper";  it  is  not  said  what  that  is  but 
I  hear  from  Genl.  Bra^  that  his  brother  Govr.  Bra^  writes 
him  it  has  proposed  yielding  and  returning  to  the  old  Union  I 
Can  this  be  so?  Then  we  have  an  account  from  Ala.  that  there 
is  more  or  less  of  that  sort  of  feeling  manifesting  itself  in  that 
state.  Witness  the  recent  election  of  Cruckshanka  over  Curry 
and  other  like  cases.  The  former  is  said  to  be  secretly  in  favour 
of  reconstruction.   The  army  was  not  allowed  to  vote  and  there- 
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fore  the  result.  We  hear  too  that  in  certidn  parte  of  Misdssippi 
there  is  a  feeling  of  great  despondency  and  a  disposition  to  ^ve 
way— to  aay  nothing  of  the  state  of  things  in  Geor^a.  Now  ail 
of  this  is  exceedingly  significant  and  calls  for  inunediate  attention 
on  the  part  of  those  who  do  rwl  mean  to  ailow  out  efforts  to  fail. 
You  will  remember  our  conversation  on  the  subject  of  this 
fiulure  when  in  Raleigh.'  And  aUhmtgh  I  do  not  Udnk  it  by  any 
jneansdearthatwe  cannot  sycceed,yet;  from  the  present  condition 
of  the  array  as  to  numbers;  the  want  of  activity  and  enei^  on 
the  part  of  the  government  in  bringing  out  the  military  forces 
of  the  states;  the  altered  state  of  public  feeling  at  the  north, 
growing  out  of  Morgan's  raid  and  Lee's  invasion — both  very 
ill  advised — together  with  the  growing  evidences  of  discontent 
at  the  conduct  of  the  war  by  certain  hated  agents  or  ofGcials 
of  the  executive;  and  now,  more  than  all  these  indications  of 
letlVTig  doum  on  the  part  of  the  people,  I  am  constr^ned  to  say 
that  I  feel  the  time  has  come  for  a  very  serious  consideration  of 
our  situation. 

Read  in  connection  with  the  preceding  letters,  one  gets 
in  this  a  true  picture  of  the  military  and  political  situii- 
tion  as  it  was  shapii^  itself  throughout  the  Confederacy, 
and  can  realize  the  necessity  for  successful  action  which 
pressed  upon  General  Bragg's  army  just  then.  How  far 
they  contributed  to  the  concentration  of  troops  effected 
at  Chattanoc^ii  a  few  weeks  later,  I  do  not  know,  but  it  is 
not  improbable  that  the  one  of  July  30th  had  a  good  deal 
to  do  with  it,  as  a  special  copy  of  it  was  sent  direct  to 
Mr,  Davis. 


b>  Google 


b>  Google 


b>  Google 


b>  Google 


b>  Google 


b>  Google 


CHAPTER  Vn. 

CmCEAUAUQA. 

JuLy  TO  OoTOBEE,  1863. 

GeiienJ  RosecraiiH  eroBsea  the  TenoeHBee  Blver. —  Qeneral  Bnmalde's 
adTanee.—  EvaciutlOD  o(  Snoirille.— Rosecnma'  nctdvlt;.—  Topograph- 
ical view  of  the  flald. —  Uovements  of  the  anoles. — Thonuu  and  Ciit- 
tenden's  eBCBpe.~V»cilUtJoii  and  delay.— Confederate  position  od  the 
Chlckomsuga.— Begrlnnlng  of  the  battle.- Relative  strength  of  the 
armies ;  Oenerol  Folk's  headquarters. —  Relations  of  Bragg  and  Hill. — 
Oeneral  Polk's  instructions.  —  QenenJ  Hill's  absence  and  delay.—  Accu- 
sations against  Oenerol  Polk, —  The  lines  of  battle. —  The  second  day's 
fighting. —  Longstreet's  advance. —  General  Hood  disabled. —  Locius 
Polk  and  Jackson's  charge.—  The  "rebel  yell." — Bragg's  Inappreelatlon 
of  the  victory. — Dissatiafaction  of  the  army. —  Suspension  of  General 
Polk.— His  defense,  and  action  o(  President  Davia  thereon.— Trans- 
ferred to  a  new  command. — Hill's  letter  to  Breckenridge. — General 
Bragg's  letter  to  Major  Sykcs. 

Ill  the  precediug  chapter  we  have  seen  that  the  retreat 
from  Tennessee  was  effected  with  alight  or  inconsiderable 
loss  iu  men  and  transportation,  and  that  Chattanooga 
was  occupied  during  the  first  week  of  July.  General 
Polk's  corps,  except  Anderson's  brigade  of  Withers's 
{now  Hiudman's)  division,'  which  was  placed  at  Bridge- 
port, where  the  Nashville  railroad  crosses  the  Tennessee 
River,  for  purposes  of  observation,  was  retained  in  and 
around  Chattanooga,  and  Hill's  corps  was  distributed 
along  the  line  of  the  KnoxviUe  railroad,  with  Tyner's 
Station  as  its  center,  General  Bragg  establishing  the 
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army  headquarters  at  Chattanooga.  The  work  of  forti- 
fying was  begnn  and  prosecuted  for  some  weeks,  dnring 
which  the  army  seemed  to  await  the  development  of  the 
enemy's  plans.  Beyond  reconnoissances  in  some  force 
to  Bridgeport  and  at  the  mouth  of  Battle  Creek,  the 
enemy  made  no  demonstration  nntil  the  21st  of  August, 
when  he  succeeded  in  covering  the  town  of  Chattanooga 
with  hia  artillery  from  the  heights  overlooking  the  Ten- 
nessee River  and  the  town.  This  bombardment  of  Chat- 
tanooga, which  was  intended  as  a  demoralizing  stroke, 
had  the  more  pregnant  significance  of  an  announcement 
that  the  enemy's  plans  were  completed,  and  were  about 
being  put  in  active  operation.  Its  effect  was  the  official 
evacuation  of  the  place  to  points  beyond  range  outside, 
and  the  withdrawal  of  stores  to  points  of  convenience  on 
the  railroad  to  the  rear,  and  the  retiring  of  Anderson's 
brigade  from  Bridgeport. 

On  the  2Cth  of  August  General  Bumside's  advance 
into  East  Tennessee  was  announced  by  the  presence  of 
his  cavalry  in  the  vicinity  of  Knoxville,  and  General 
Buckner  received  orders  to  evacuate  the  town  arid  oc- 
cupy Loudon.  In  consequence  of  a  demonstration,  it  was 
said,  by  a  portion  of  Rosecrans'  army  at  Blythe's  Perry 
on  the  Tennessee  River,  opposite  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Hiawassee,  he  was  ordered  to  fall  back  from  Loudon  to 
Charleston,  anc],soon  after,  to  the  vicinity  of  Chattanooga. 
Pending  these  movements  above,  which  were  to  give 
East  Tennessee  to  the  Federals  not  only  for  occupation, 
but  for  cooperation  with  Rosecrans  in  his  designs  upon 
Chattanooga  and  the  Army  of  Tennessee,  Rosecrans  was 
not  idle  below.  On  Tuesday  morning,  September  1, 
citizens  living  near  Caperton's  Perry  reported  that  the 
enemy  was  crossing  the  Tennessee  River  in  force  at  that 
point;  that  on  Saturday,  the  29th  of  August,  three  days 
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before,  a  force  of  Federal  cavalry  had  forded  the  river 
at  some  shallows  above,  had  proceeded  down  the  river 
on  the  sonth  side  to  Caperton's,  and,  in  conjunction  with 
another  force  appearing  simultaneously  on  the  opposite 
shore,  had  thrown  a  pontoon  bridge  across  the  river; 
that  the  enemy  commenced  immediately  to  cross  in  force, 
had  been  crossing  for  three  days  (Saturday,  Sunday,  and 
Monday),  and  were  moving  across  Sand  Mountain  in  flie 
direction  of  Wills'  Valley  and  Trenton.  This  story,  re- 
garded at  army  headquarters  as  incredible,  was  soon 
after  confirmed  by  reports  of  the  occupation  of  Trentou 
by  the  enemj-'s  cavalry,  and  by  its  advance  up  the  Wills' 
Valley  railroad  in  the  direction  of  Chattanooga  as  far  as 
Wabatchie  (within  seven  miles),  as  a  covering-force  to 
the  adva,nee  of  its  infantry  columns  on  Trenton. 

In  order  to  understand  this  movement  of  General 
Rosecrans,  and  the  subsequent  operations,  a  topographi- 
cal view  is  necessary. 

Chattanooga  is  situated  on  the  Tennessee  River  at  the 
mouth  of  Chattanooga  Valley, — a  valley  following  the 
course  of  the  Chattanooga  Creek,  and  formed  by  Look- 
out Mountain  and  Missionary  Ridge.  East  of  Missionary 
Ridge,  and  running  pai-allel  with  it,  is  another  valley — 
Chickaraauga  Valley  —  following  the  com-ae  of  Chicka- 
mauga  Creek,  which,  with  the  Chattanooga  Creek,  dis- 
charges its  waters  into  the  Tennessee  River;  the  first 
above  and  the  latter  below  the  town  of  Chattanooga,  the 
two  having  a  common  source  in  McLemore's  Cove,  the 
common  head  of  both  valleys,  which  is  bounded  by  Look- 
out Mountain  on  the  west,  and  Pigeon  Mountain  on  the 
east.  Wills'  Valley  is  a  narrow  valley  Ijing  to  the  west 
of  Chattanooga,  between  Lookout  Mountain  and  Sand 
Mountain,  and  is  traversed  by  a  railroad,  which  takes 
its  name  from  the  valley,  and  which,  reaching  from  the 
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Nashville  and  Chattanooga  railroad  where  the  latter 
crosses  the  valley,  had  its  terminus  at  that  time  at  Tren- 
ton. The  distance  of  Bridgeport  from  Chattanooga  is 
twenty-eight  miles,  of  Caperton's  Ferry  about  forty,  and 
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of  Trenton  something  over  twenty.  Ringgold  is  eighteen 
miles  from  Chattanooga,  on  the  railroad  leading  to 
Atlanta,  and  Dalton  about  forty,  at  the  point  where 
that  railroad  connects  with  the  East  Teimessee  railniad. 
Rome  is  sixty-five  miles  southwest  of  Chattanooga,  on 
the  Coosa  River,  at  the  point  of  confluence  of  the  Etowah 
and  Oostenaula.  The  wagon  road  from  Chattanooga  to 
Rome — known  as  the  Lafayette  road — crosses  Mission- 
ary Ridge  into  Chickamauga  Valley  at  Rossville,  and, 
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proceeding  in  a  stmthwesterly  direction,  crosses  Chicka- 
mauga  Creek  eleven  miles  from  Chattanooga,  at  Lee  and 
Gordon's  Mill,  and,  passing  to  the  east  of  Pigeon  Moun- 
tain, goes  through  Lafayette,  distant  some  twenty-two 
miles  from  Chattanooga,  and  Suinmerville,  within  twenty- 
five  miles  of  Rome.  From  Caperton's  Perry  there  is  a 
road  leading  over  Sand  Mountain  into  Wills'  Valley  at 
Trenton,  and  from  Trenton  to  Lafayette  and  Dalton, 
over  Lookout 'Mountain,  through  Cooper's  and  Stevens's 
gaps  into  McLemore's  Cove,  and  thence  over  Pigeon 
Mountain  through  Dug  Gap  to  Lafayette.  The  road 
from  Trenton,  following  Wills'  Valley,  exposed,  by  easy 
communications,  Rome,  and  through  it  western  Georgia 
and  eastern  Alabama,  with  easy  access  to  the  important 
central  positions,  Atlanta  and  Selma. 

General  Bragg,  believing  a  flanking  movement  to  be 
the  purpose  of  the  enemy  in  his  movements  on  the 
left,  ordered  General  HiU,  on  Monday,  September  7,  to 
move  with  his  corps  to  Lafayette,  and  General  Polk  to 
Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill,  and  General  Buckner,  with  the 
Army  of  East  Tennessee,  and  General  Walker,  with  his 
division  but  recently  arrived  from  the  Army  of  Missis- 
sippi, to  concentrate  at  Lafayette,  and  General  Pegram 
was  directed  to  cover  the  Chattanooga  and  Atlanta  rail- 
road with  his  division  of  cavEilry.  These  dispositions 
having  been  made  of  the  Confederate  forces.  General 
Crittenden,  commanding  the  left  wing  of  General  Rose- 
erans'  army,  which  had  not  moved  with  the  right  and  cen- 
ter, but  had  been  left  in  the  Sequatchie  Valley,  crossed  the 
Tennessee  River  at  the  mouth  of  Battle  Creek,  and  moved 
upon  Chattanooga.  General  McCook,  commanding  the 
right  wing,  was  thrown  forward  upon  the  road  leading 
through  Wills'  Valley,  to  threaten  Rome,  and  the  corps  of 
General  Thomas  was  put  in  motion  over  Lookout  Moun- 
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tain  in  the  direction  of  Lafayette,  by  way  of  Stevens's  Gap 
and  McLemore's  Cove,  The  reserve  corps,  under  General 
Granger,  was  concentrating  about  Bridgeport.  In  view 
of  the  situation  of  the  enemy  as  above  given,  General 
Polk,  in  response  to  an  inquiry  from  the  commanding 
general,  urged  the  prompt  seizure  of  the  opportunity 
offered  of  striking  Rosecrans  in  detail,  and  argued  in 
favor  of  an  attack,  first  upon  Thomas,  to  be  followed  by 
one  upon  Crittenden,  leaving  McOook  to  be  dealt  with 
as  he  should  attempt  to  recross  the  Tennessee  River. 
General  Bragg  decided  to  make  the  initial  effort  against 
the  corps  of  Thomas,  whose  advance,  variously  estimated 
at  from  4000  to  8000  men,  was  known  to  have  reached 
McLemore's  Cove.  Hindman's  division  was  accordingly 
detached  from  General  Polk's  corps,  in  order  that  General 
Hindman  himself  might  make  the  movement  under  the 
direct  supervision  of  army  headquarters.  General  Polk 
meanwhile,  with  his  remaining  division  and  General 
Bnckner's  corps,  was  assigned  a  position  some  four  miles 
south  of  Lee  and  Gordon's  MiU,  to  protect  Hindman  from 
interference  by  Crittenden,  who,  passing  through  Chatta- 
nooga, was  then  marching  toward  Ringgold.  Hindman 
was  ordered  to  move  at  midnight  of  September  9,  and  be 
in  position  as  early  as  practicable.  General  Hill,  whose 
corps  lay  in  the  direction  of  Lafayette,  was  ordered  to 
take  Cleburne's  division,  then  guEirding  the  approaches 
through  Dug  and  Cstlets  gaps,  and,  moving  through 
the  gaps,  to  unite  with  Hindman  and  take  charge  of  the 
forces.  General  Hill,  however,  reported  Cleburne  ill, 
and  the  roads  through  the  gaps  so  filled  with  timber 
that  he  could  not  execute  the  order.  General  Buckner, 
inconsequence,wasdireeted,at  8  A.M.of  the  10th|tomove 
his  corps  to  Hindman's  support  and  supply  General  Hill's 
place.     TTindrnftTi  got  into  position  early  on  the  mom- 
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ing  of  the  10th.  Buekner  followed  without  delay,  but 
was  uuable  to  reach  Hiudman  until  about  half-past  four 
o'clock  in  the  aftemoou  —  too  late  to  accomplieh  the 
object  in  view  on  that  day. 

While  these  moveraeuts  were  going  on,  Negley's  divi- 
sion of  the  opposing  forces  moved  down  into  McLe- 
raore's  Cove  and  advanced  to  within  a  mile  of  Dug  Gap. 
Baird's  division  moved  up  within  supporting  distance, 
leaving  Reynolds's  and  Br^inan's  divisions  still  to  the 
west  of  the  mountmn. 

By  daylight  of  the  following  day— the  11th — General 
Hill  had  made  his  way  through  the  gap,  and  was  ready 
to  respond  to  Hindman's  attack,  but,  during  the  night, 
Hindman,  through  the  wording  of  dispatches  from  army 
headquarters  ^  (which  had  become  needlessly  apprehen- 
sive touching  MeCook's  movements),  was  made  uncertain 
of  General  Bragg's  intentions  and  wishes,  and  did  not 
attack.  Negley,  realizing  the  peril  of  his  situation,  with- 
drew with  Baird,  about  10  a.m.,  to  a  secure  position  at  the 
foot  and  sides  of  the  mountain.  When  this  movement 
against  Thomas  was  thus  foiled  (noon,  September  11), 
the  one  clearly  indicated  as  the  next  to  be  made  was 
that  against  Crittenden,  then  neEir  Ringgold.  General 
Bragg  already  stood  between  Crittenden  and  Thomas, 
and  an  easy  and  safe  march  down  Chattanooga  Valley 
would  have  placed  him  in  a  position  from  which  he  could 
readily  command  Crittenden's  line  of  retreat.  Then, 
with  his  preponderance  of  cavalry,  it  would  have  been  an 
easy  matter  to  intercept  this  corps  before  it  could  escape 
across  the  Tennessee  River.  But,  misled  as  to  MeCook's 
position,  General  Bragg  mai-ched  all  his  force  to  Lafa- 
yette to  meet  as  he  supposed  the  advance  of  the  enemy 
from  Alpine  northward.     By  this  movement  General 
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Brag^  lost  the  advantage  which  he  held  over  Crittenden, 
and  at  the  same  time  sacrificed  twenty-four  hours.  This 
delay  was  Crittenden's  salvation.  He  utilized  it  to  move 
all  his  corps  to  Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill  west  of  the  Chicka- 
mauga,  two  thirds  of  it  having  heen  to  the  east  of  it  near 
Rin^old,  and  by  so  doing  eEtablished  his  communica- 
tion with  Thomas,  and  covered  his  line  of  retreat  by 
Chattanooga.  This  he  accomplished  by  nightfall  on  the 
13th.^ 

On  the  night  of  the  llth,  General  Bragg,  discovering 
that  he  was  mistaken  as  to  the  position  and  attitude  of 
McCook,  turned  his  attention  to  Crittenden.  Polk  was 
directed  to  countermarch  Cheatham's  division  and  take 
position  at  Rock  Spring  Church,  eight  miles  from  Lafa- 
yette, and  five  miles  from  Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill.  Dur- 
ing the  rftemoon  of  the  I2th,  Walker's  division  was 
added  to  this  force;  and  toward  the  morning  of  the 
13th,  Hindman's  also,  which  was  then  ^  for  the  first  time 
returned  to  General  Polk  from  the  duty  which  it  had 
heen  performing  against  Thomas  in  McLemore's  Cove, 

Unaware  of  the  concentration  which,  during  these 
movements,  Crittenden  had  effected  at  Lee  and  Gordon's 
Mill,  and  believing  him  to  be  divided  between  this  latter 
point  and  Peavine  Church  (see  map),  General  Bn^g,  at 
6  P.M.  of  the  12th,  wrote  Polk  that  from  his  position, 
which  was  five  miles  south  of  the  mill  and  two  miles 
southwest  of  Peavine  Church,  he  had  presented  to  him 
a  fine  opportunity  for  striking  Crittenden  in  detail,  and 
at  8  P.M.  followed  this  note  with  an  explicit  order  to  attack 
at  daylight  the  column  at  Peavine  Church,  on  the  Grays- 
ville  and  Lafayette  road.  These  communications,  coin- 
cident with  the  concentration  of  all  Crittenden's  corps 
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at  Lee  and  Gordou's  Mill,  bad  as  their  foundation  the 
reports  sent  General  Bragg  by  his  eavahy,  who,  operat- 
ing on  the  12tli  against  Crittenden's  two  divisions  mareh- 
iag  from  Ringgold,  had  been  met  by  the  forces  sent  out 
to  cover  this  movement.  Wilder,  on  the  Lafayette  and 
Rioggold  road,  made  a  fierce  attack  on  Pegram,  and 
Palmer  threw  out  a  force  as  far  as  Peavine  Chnrch, 
These  aggressions  had  been  interpreted  and  reported  as 
the  real  advance  of  Crittenden's  detached  divisions,  and 
were  ^un  reported  as  such  to  General  Polk  upon  his 
arrival  (7  pj«.)  at  his  position.  He  also  learned  then  that 
the  force  at  Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill  was  likewise  moving 
forward,  a  brigade  having  been  advanced  thence  that 
afternoon  for  the  purpose  of  a  reeonnoissance.  As  the 
first  information  was  in  keeping  with  that  which  he  had 
just  received  from  army  headquarters,  General  Polk, 
without  further  investigation,  assumed  all  tfl  be  correct. 
Wishing  to  ensure,  not  merely  the  defeat  of  Critten- 
den's corps,  hut  its  destruction,  he  transmitted  all  this  in- 
foriuation  to  General  Bragg  at  once  (8  p.m.),  and,  after 
st-atiug  the  disposition  of  Cheatham's  and  Walkei-'s  divi- 
sions, added,  "  I  am  therefore  clearly  of  the  opinion  that 
yon  should  send  nie  axlditional  force,  so  as  to  make  fail- 
ure impossible ;  and  great  success  here  would  be  of  incal- 
culable benefit  to  our  cause."  He  then  su^ested  that 
Buckner's  corps  be  sent  him,  leaving  Hill  for  any  con- 
tingency at  Lafayette.  After  saying  that  all  his  gen- 
eral officers  agreed  in  this  opinion,  he  continued :  "  I  am 
myself  so  profoundly  convinced  of  this,  that  I  beg  leave 
most  respectfully  and  ui^ntly  to  press  this  upon  your 
attention."  Then,  in  allusion  to  his  position  and  plan, 
pending  the  MriviJ  of  Hindman,  who  was  essential  to 
his  attack,  he  said :  "  The  enemy  is  moving  with  steady 
step  upon  my  position  —  it  is  a  strong  one— and  will 
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no  doubt  attack  early  in  the  morning.  My  troops  I  can- 
not get  into  position  in  time  to  attack  myself  at  so  early 
an  hour  as  day-dawn.  If  I  find  he  is  nut  going  to  attack 
me,  I  will  attack  him  without  delay." 

In  reply  General  Bra^  ordered  Buckner  forward,  and 
at  12.30  A.M.  added :  "  The  enemy  [McCook]  is  approach- 
ing from  the  south,  and  it  is  highly  important  that  your 
attack  in  the  morning  should  be  quick  and  decided.  Let 
no  time  be  lost," 

At  daylight  the  cavalry  move<l  forward  to  develop  the 
enemy.  Hindman  got  into  position  about  six  o'clock, 
and  the  line  was  soon  re.ady  to  advance ;  but  the  question 
was,  Upon  which  roadt  General  Bra^  had  directed  it 
upon  the  Graysville  road,  and  the  enemy  had  been  re- 
ported in  heavy  force  in  that  direction  the  night  before ; 
but  the  cavalry  now  reported  that  there  was  no  enemy 
in  that  direction.  They  had  retired,  as  we  have  seen, 
the  evening  before,  as. soon  as  the  purpose  of  their  ad- 
vance had  been  accomplished,  which,  as  we  have  shown, 
was  the  junction  of  all  Crittenden's  divisions  at  Lee  and 
Gordon's  Mill. 

This  fact  was  discovered  about  noon.  It  was  now  evi- 
dent that  the  Confederate  leaders  had  been  outwitted,  as 
no  such  force  had  been  in  Polk's  front  the  night  before, 
as  had  been  reported  to  him,  and  as  he  reported  to  Gen- 
eral Br^g. 

In  judging  Polk's  attitude  in  this  matter,  due  weight 
must  be  given  to  his  real  purpose,  which  was  to  turn 
General  Bragg's  attention  from  McCook,  and  so  fix  it 
upon  Crittenden  tliat  he  would  move  upon  him  with 
force  enough  to  accomplish,  not  merely  his  defeat,  but 
his  destruction.  This  purpose  was  in  part  fulfilled,  be- 
cause Buckner's  corps  was  moved  up,  and  General  Bra^ 
himself  came  to  the  front  as  early  as  9  a.m.    About 
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noon  the  enemy  was  definitely  located  at  the  mill,  and 
Polk  with  25,000  men  was  ready  to  move  upon  him. 


But  General  Bragg  declined  to  go  farther,  halted  the 
troops,  and,  taking  Buckner's  corps  with  him,  returned 
to  Lafayette. 
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At  first  it  is  diffietilt  to  trnderstand  General  Bragg's 
reason  for  not  moving  direct  upon  Crittenden  at  this 
time,  as  he  was  only  five  miles  away,  and  the  creek  was 
easily  f  ordable  at  many  points  both  below  and  above  his 
position.  McCook,  however,  was  again  the  disturbing 
element.  This  General  Bragg  stated  at  the  time,  and 
it.  is  shown  in  his  reply  to  General  Polk's  dispatch  Hid- 
ing concentration  upon  Crittenden.  There  was  a  strik- 
ing resemblance  in  all  tliis  to  the  attitude  at  Harrods- 
bui^  in  the  Kentucky  campaign, —  the  same  lack  of  in- 
formation, the  same  vacillation, —  and  it  was  a  sugges- 
tive revelation  to  those  who  had  made  the  Kentucky 
campaign. 

The  13th,  14th,  15th,  and  16th  passed,  and  still  noth- 
ing was  attempted.  General  Polk's  corps  was  with- 
drawn, and,  with  the  remainder  of  the  army,  lay  at  Lafa- 
yette, watching  Thomas  and  expecting  MeCook.  Forty 
miles  of  road  running  across  a  difficult  mountain  range 
separated  the  Federal  right  from  its  companion  coi-ps. 
General  Bragg  stood  with  his  array  united  in  the  midst 
of  his  enemy's  disjointed  forces,  but  he  was  bewildered 
and  confused.  The  miscarriage  of  liis  plans  seemed  to 
paralyze  him,  and  GeneriJ  Polk  reluctantly  admitted  to 
himself  that  the  condition  of  the  commanding  general 
was  fast  approaching  that  which  during  the  retreat  from 
Tullahoma  had  caused  General  Hardee  so  much  uneasi- 
ness. He  was  physically  unable  to  withstand  the  strain, 
and  this  became  only  the  more  apparent  as  the  campaign 
progressed. 

General  Rosecrans  finally  abandoned  the  idea  with 
which  he  had  seemed  possessed,  that  General  Bragg 
was  in  disorderly  retreat,  and  awakened  at  last  to  a 
sense  of  the  peril  of  his  position.  He  therefore  retired 
Crittenden  to  the  foot  of  Missionary  Ridge,  and  directed 
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McCook  to  close  on  Thomas  at  Stevens's  Clap  as  rapidly 
as  possible.  On  the  17th  of  September  these  three  corps 
were  within  supporting  distance  of  each  other,  their  line 
extending  from  opposite  Lee  and  Qordon's  Mill  on  their 
left,  throngh  McLemore's  Cove,  to  the  top  of  Lookout 
Mountain  on  their  right. 

Moving  up  carefully,  Cieneral  Bragg  succeeded  by  the 
night  of  the  17th  of  September  in  placing  his  army  in 
position  upon  the  east  side  of  the  Chickamauga :  its  line 
extending  from  McLemore's  Cove  on  the  left  to  Reed's 
Bridge  on  the  right;  its  center,  commanded  by  General 
Polk,  resting  opposite  Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill. 

In  view  of  the  tempting  opportunity  now  offered  to 
the  Confederate  general,  with  the  army  of  Eosecrans 
spread  out  before  him,  General  Polk  proposed  that  a 
strong  demonstration  be  made  at  Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill, 
and,  under  cover  of  this  feint,  that  the  remainder  of  the 
army  should  march  rapidly  by  the  right  Rank  as  far  as 
Reed's  Bridge  and  fords  near  by,  and,  having  crossed 
Chickamauga  Creek  and  Valley,  should  occupy  Rossville ; 
and  then,  moving  at  right  angles  to  the  Lafayette  and 
Chattanooga  road,  close  the  exit  of  the  opposing  forces 
from  the  valley  in  the  direction  of  Chattanooga. 

The  movement  could  have  been  supported  by  Gen- 
eral Longstreet's  troops,  then  arriving  at  Rin^old  from 
Virginia,  and  in  spit*  of  the  presence  of  Granger,  then 
at  Chattanooga,  would  have  effectually  barred  General 
Rosecrans'  communication  with  Chattanooga,  and  placed 
him  in  the  power  of  the  Confederate  general.  This 
movement  could  have  been  executed  on  the  17th  or  IStb 
of  September.  But  General  Bragg,  who  practically  had 
already  formulated  a  similar  plan,  believed  he  could  ac- 
comphsh  the  same  end  by  crossing  nearer  the  mill,  the 
point  at  which  the  Federal  left  then  rested,  and  in  ac- 
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cordance  with  this  desi^  he  issued  the  necessary  orders. 
By  nightfall  of  the  18th  he  had  placed  Hood's  and 
Walker's  commands,  with  Forrest's  cavalry,  to  the  west 
of  the  river,  covering  the  bridges  and  fords  by  which  he 
intended  to  cross  the  remainder  of  the  army  on  the  fol- 
lowing day.  Forrest  was  at  Alexander's  Bridge,  Walker 
half  a  mile  in  front  of  him,  Hood  in  front  of  Thedford's 
Ford,  about  nine  hundred  yards  east  of  the  Chattanooga 
road.  General  Polk  and  GJeneral  Hill  were  opposite 
Lee  and  Gordon's  and  Glass's  Mills  respectively,  and 
dnring  the  day  made  demonstrations  against  the  forces 
at  these  points,  in  order  to  cover  the  movements  just 
noted. 

Pending  these  movements,  General  E«secrans,  per- 
ceiving General  Brag's  purpose,  shifted  his  line  farther 
down  the  stream,  retaining  Crittenden  at  Lee  and  Gor- 
don's Mill.  He  moved  McCook  near  Pond  Spring,  and 
Thomas  was  directed  to  pass  to  the  rear  of  Crittenden 
and  take  position  near  Kelly's  house,  on  the  Lafayette 
and  Chattanooga  road,  nearly  opposite  Reed's  Bridge. 
(See  Map  1  of  the  series.)  Thomas  succeeded  by  dawn 
of  the  19th  ill  placing  Brannan's  and  Baii-d's  divisions  in 
the  position  to  which  he  had  been  ordered. 

Leaving  for  a  moment  the  movement  of  troops,  we 
will  now  give  some  notice  to  tlie  field  upon  which  the 
battle  of  Chickamauga  was  to  be  fouglit. 

It  was  an  undulating  surface,  gradually  rising  as  it 
extended  from  the  stream  to  tlie  spurs  and  ravines  of 
the  foothills  of  Missionary  Ridge,  from  two  to  foui-  miles 
to  the  west.  The  road  from  Chattanooga  to  Lafayette, 
called  the  State  road,  ran  tlirongh  this  space  in  a  nearly 
straight  line  from  Rossvilleon  the  north,  where  it  crossed 
Missionary  Ridge,  to  Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill  on  the  soutli, 
where  it  crossed  the  Chickamauga.     The  line  of  this  part 
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of  the  road,  together  with  the  general  line  of  the  stream, 
which  lay  east  of  the  road,  formed  an  acute  angle,  with 
its  apex  at  Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill  and  its  base  toward 
Rossville.  It  was  within  this  angle  that  the  Confederate 
line  formed,  conforming  itself  in  the  main  to  the  line  of 
the  road,  and  for  that  reason  at  a  distance  from  the 
stream,  which  increased  gradually  from  left  to  right. 
On  the  19th  the  Federal  hne  conformed  in  the  main  to 
the  line  of  the  road,  but  on  the  20th  was  forced  to  alter 
this  relation,  as  will  appear.  The  entire  area,  more 
especially  that  part  between  the  road  and  tlie  stream, 
was  covered  mostly  with  undergrowth  still  in  leaf.  In 
the  main  it  was  heavily  wooded,  but  here  and  there,  par- 
ticularly along  the  line  of  the  State  road,  were  cultivated 
fields.  There  had  been  but  little  rain  for  some  time  prior 
to  the  battle,  consequently  the  old  coating  of  dead  leaves 
and  the  dry  grass  afforded  a  ready  fuel  for  the  spread 
of  fire.  Partly  from  the  accidents  of  battle,  but  mainly 
from  the  camp-fires,  this  was  soon  developed,  and  upon 
the  right,  where  the  woods  were  most  dense,  so  much 
smoke  was  created  as  to  embarrass  movement  after  dark. 

THE   BATTLE  OP   THE   19TH. 

At  dawn  on  the  19th  of  September  the  Confederate 
demonstration  at  Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill  was  resumed, 
with  a  view  of  holding  the  enemy  in  their  position  at 
that  point.  In  order  to  complete  the  left  of  the  Confed- 
erate line  of  battle.  General  Buekner  now  took  position 
to  the  left  of  General  Hood,  his  left  resting  on  the  stream 
some  fifteen  hundred  yards  below  the  mill.  Cheatham, 
who  had  been  detached  from  General  Polk  during  the 
previous  night,  crossed  Hunt's  Ford  about  7  a.m.,  and 
took  post  in  the  rear  of  Walker's  position  of  the  day  pre- 
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vioofi,  from  which  Walker  had  moved  to  take  post  on 
Hood's  right.  Forrest,  under  orders  direct  from  army 
headquarters,  moved  at  dawn  with  Pegram's  division  to 
recpnnoiter  in  the  direction  of  the  roads  leading  west 
from  Reed's  Bridge,  and  in  doing  so  struck  a  brigade 
that  had  gone  out  in  like  observation  under  the  direction 
of  General  Thomas. 

Forrest  attacked,  and  the  battle  of  Chickamauga  be- 
gan :  unexpectedly  to  General  Bragg,  however,  because 
it  was  ia  a  direction  for  which  be  was  unprepared,  for 
he  still  placed  the  enemy's  left  at  Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill, 
where  he  had  planned  to  assail  and  turn  it. 

General  Bosecrans,  as  we  have  seen,  had  judiciously 
thrust  his  left  beyond  the  Confederate  right  to  an  ad- 
vantageous position,  which  enabled  him  not  only  to 
cover  his  line  to  Chattanooga,  but  to  assault  the  Con- 
federat*  right  with  the  expectation  of  crushing  it  in  the 
bed  of  the  Chickamauga.  General  Thomas  was  honored 
with  the  command  of  tliis  assault,  and  he  strove  with 
his  best  will  to  achieve  it.  Asking  Palmer,  of  Critten- 
den's corps,  to  strike  in  front  while  he  attacked  in  flank, 
he  added,  "  I  think  we  can  use  them  up."  With  Bran- 
nan's  and  Baird's  divisions  he  bore  down  heavily  against 
Forrest  until  the  latter  appealed  to  Walker  for  relief. 
Ector's  and  Wilson's  brigades  speedily  responded,  and 
with  this  force  the  gallant  cavalry  chief  stayed  the  tide 
of  battle.  The  check,  however,  was  but  temporary.  Gen- 
eral Bragg  next  dispatched  the  remainder  of  Walker's 
command  to  his  support.  Its  timely  onset  about  11.30  a.m. 
placed  the  advantage  with  the  Confederates. 

The  divisions  of  Johnston,  Palmer,  and  Reynolds  now 
came  into  General  Thomas's  line  on  the  right,  and,  strik- 
ing Walker's  left  flank  while  he  was  forcing  back  Bran- 
nan  and  Baird,  seriously  threatened  the  capture  of  a 
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good  part  of  his  command.  Skillfully  extricating  his 
command  from  the  danger  involved,  Walker  now  slowly 
witlidrew.  It  was  then  near  1  p.m.,  and  it  strongly  ap- 
pcEu-ed  that  Thomas  would  aeeomplish  his  design  of  driv- 
ing the  Confederate  right  to  the  utreaui.  But  Cheatham 
had  heen  ordered  to  Walter's  support.  He  formed  his 
division  to  the  left  and  rear  of  Walker  in  two  lines  across 
the  road  leading  from  Alexander's  Bridge,  and,  moving 
up  to  Thomas's  exultant  divisions,  struck  their  exposed 
right  and  threw  it  back  in  disorder 

General  Polk,  who  had  remained  with  Uindman  to 

,  press  the  demonstration  at  Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill,  re- 
ceived orders  at  noon  to  withdraw  this  division  as  early 
as  pra(!ticable,  move  it  across  the  stream,  and  assume 
command  of  the  operations  in  progress  on  the  right. 
Hastily  issuing  the  necessary  orders  to  Hindman,  he 
rode  at  once  to  the  scene  of  conflict,  which  he  reached 
just  as  Cheatham  was  moving  forward  to  the  assault  we 
have  already  mentioned.  From  a  reconnoissance  of  the 
position,  necessarily  brief,  he  formed  the  opinion  that 
the  forces  under  him  were  contending  with  Thomas's 
entire  corps,  and,  perhaps,  fractions  of  other  corps.  He 
reported  this  to  General  Bragg,  and,  as  Walker  had  suf- 
fered severely,  asked  that  another  division  might  be 
placed  at  Ms  disposition.  In  the  meanwhile,  Cheatham 
had  become  engaged  and  wa£  steadily  pressing  forward, 
and  Walker  having  reformed  his  command,  Polk  had 
ordered  him  to  the  right,  so  as  to  take  position  en  fchelon 
and  cover  Cheatham's  right  flank,  Forrest  covering  the 
extreme  right. 

The  Federal  forces,  righting  their  line,  now  moved 
against  Cheatham's  front  so  vigorously  that  he  was  com- 

-  pelled  to  yield.  Half  of  Walker's  command  was  now. 
thrown  forward  on  the  right  of  Cheatham  to  meet  the 
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pressure  in  that  direction.  Stewart's  division  of  Buck- 
ner's  corps  now  came  upon  the  ground.  Its  arrival  was 
most  opportune.  Cheatham's  left  had  in  turn  been 
flanked  by  Beynolds,  and  his  entire  command  was  fall- 
ing back.  Lieutenant  Richmond,  General  Polk's  aide, 
famihar  with  the  ground,  and  alive  tfl  the  urgency  of  the 
situation,  put  Stewart  in  position  on  Cheatham's  left,  and 
pointedoutthedirection  for  his  attack.  Moving  promptly 
forward,  Stewart's  division  struck  Reynolds's,  and  swept 
it  out  of  the  way.  Continuing  farther,  he  met  Van  Oleve's 
division  on  its  way  to  the  relief  of  Thomas,  and  drove  it 
in  disoi-der  across  the  State  road.  While  Stewart  was 
executing  this  daring  and  brilliant  advance,  Cheatham, 
falling  hack,  had  reached  a  strong  position,  where  he 
halted  his  line,  ran  forward  Turner's  battery,  and  opened 
so  fierce  a  fire  that  the  center  of  Thomas's  hue  gave  way. 
This  occurred  jnst  as  the  Federal  left  reached  Walker's 
line.  Thomas,  now,  with  Stewart  on  his  right,  Cheatham 
in  front,  and  Walker  on  his  left,  was  compelled  to  halt, 
and,  after  a  stubborn  effort,  retired.  After  disposing  of 
Van  Cleve's  division,  Stewart  pierced  Rosecrans'  center, 
and  moved  beyond  the  State  road  some  four  hundred 
yards ;  for  the  want  of  support  he  had  then  to  retire, 
as  Negley  and  Davis  seriously  threatened  his  rear. 
About  sunset  he  took  post  some  six  hundred  yards  to 
the  east  of  the  State  road. 

General  Thomas,  finally  realizing  that  General  Polk  was 
about  to  turn  the  tables  and  "use  him  up,"  retreated  until 
he  reached  the  position  near  the  State  road  from  which  he 
had  started  out  in  the  morning.  Placing  Johnston's  and 
Baird's  divisions  in  Une  of  battle  well  infront,he  supported 
them  by  Palmer's,  Reynolds's,  and  Brannan'S  in  the  rear  a» 
a  reserve,  Brannan  being  placed  m  echelon  to  the  right,  in 
view  of  the  attack  from  whidh  Stewart  was  then  retiring. 
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Cleburne's  division  reached  the  portion  of  the  line 
where  this  stubborn  conflict  had  been  going  on  about 
6  p.u.  General  Polk  at  once  put  him  in  Une  on  the  right 
of  Cheatham  and  in  front  of  Walker,  and  moved  again 
-upon  the  enemy.  Cleburne  and  Cheatham  were  ordered 
to  advance  and  attack,  and  Walker  was  directed  to  move 
in  the  rear  as  a  support.  Pending  the  execution  of 
these  orders,  General  Polk  turned  to  Captain  Wheeless 
of  his  staff,  and  said :  "  Go  to  General  Bragg,  and  t«ll 
him  that  I  feel  certain,  from  the  prisoners  captured,  we 
have  been  fighting  Rosecrans'  entire  army.  I  am  now 
placing  Cleburne  in  position  on  tho  right,  and  will  ad- 
vance in  a  few  moments  on  the  enemy,  and  expect  to 
drive  them  before  us.  Present  my  compliments  to  Gen- 
eral Bragg,  and  assure  him  that  I  feel  confident  of  suc- 
cess to-morrow."  Cannon  and  musketry  announced  a 
renewal  of  the  persistent  conflict.  Cheatham  struck  the 
enemy  in  front,  Cleburne  in  front  and  flank,  and  the 
Federal  line  was  driven  back  until  darkness  supervened. 
General  Polk  then  halted  his  troops.  The  writer  deliv- 
ered the  order  to  General  Cheatham  just  at  the  moment 
when  Brigadier-General  Preston  Smith  was  killed.  He 
fell  but  a  short  distance  from  us,  with  the  expiring  vol- 
ley of  Tliomas's  line.  He  was  one  of  the  best  soldiers  in 
the  army. 

On  the  left  of  the  Confederate  line  no  event  of  note 
occurred  prior  to  2  p.m.,  when  General  Hood's  skirmish 
line  was  driven  in,  and  he  assomed  the  aggressive. 
Taking,  together  with  his  own  command,  Trigg's  brigade 
of  Preston's  division,  he  moved  across  the  State  road, 
driving  the  enemy's  forces  in  his  front.  He  soon  en- 
countered Wood's  division  and  a  portion  of  Sheridan's 
on  his  left  and  rear,  and  the  divisions  of  Negley  and 
Davis  in  front,  which  compelled  him  to  withdraw  his 
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troops  some  six  hundred  yards  east  of  the  road,  where 
they  were  posted  for  the  night.  This  conflict,  though 
not  as  prolonged  as  that  on  the  right,  was  very  fleice 
while  it  lasted,  and  the  loss  was  eomparatively  heavy. 
During  the  conflict  upon  the  left  General  Bragfj  Iiiought- 
into  action  all  the  forees  he  had  placed  on  tliat  part  of 
the  field,  excepting  two  brigades  of  Preston's  division : 
these  he  held  in  position  neai-  the  stream,  and  yet  in 
sufficiently  close  proximity  to  the  State  road  to  enahle 
hiin  to  elieck  any  ordinary  attempt  of  the  enemy  upon 
that  flank. 

The  day's  fighting  and  manoeuvering  provided  so  good 
a  test  of  the  powers  and  i-esourees  of  the  two  armies,  that 
i'  is  of  interest  for  us  to  ascertain  the  force  which  was 
employed  upon  the  two  sides. 

Adopting  the  kind  of  division  into  which  the  battle, 
from  i(5  beginning  to  its  ending,  seemed  naturally  to 
fall,  we  present  the  accompanying  tabulation  of  the 
forces  as  tliey  were  opposed  in  the  main  upon  tlie  two 
wings. 

General  Brag'g,  General  Rosecrans, 

Confederate  Army.  Federal  Army.' 


Bight  wing, 
General  Polk  commanding : 
Walker's  division, 
Cheatham's    " 
Stewart's        " 
Cleburne's      " 
Forrest's  cavalry  (Pe- 
gram's  division). 
Total,  22,016. 


Left  wing. 
General  Thomas  commanding : 
Brannau's  division, 
B-iird'a  " 

Johnston's  " 
Palmer's  " 
Reynolds's  " 
Van  Cleve's  " 
Cavalry. 

Total,  25,000, 


1  The  Federal  force  ii  estimated  after  a  careful  comparison  of  the  field 
Btuma  and  reports. 
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Qeneral  Bra^, 

Confederate  Army. 

Left  wing, 
General  Hood  commanding: 
HomI's  corps, 
Trigg's  brigade. 
Total,  8,428. 


General  Bosecrana, 
Federal  Army. 

Right  wing, 
General  Crittenden  command- 
ing: 
Wood's  division, 
Negley's      " 
Davie's         "       (in  part), 
Sheridan's  "  " 

Total,  10,000. 

From  this  statement  it  will  be  seen  that  General  Br^g 
had  not  suneeeded  in  placing  all  his  army  in  action  that 
day.  The  divisions  of  Hindman  and  Breckinridge  had 
been  held  respectively  opposite  Lee  and  Gordon's  and 
Glass's  Mills,  while  the  two  brigades  of  Preston's  division 
had  been  utilized  in  the  manner  already  mentioned. 
This  force  formed  a  total  of  12,583  infantry  and  artillery. 
As  to  the  enemy's  force  engaged  on  that  day.  General 
Rosecrans,  in  his  official  report  of  the  battle,  says : 

The  reserve  corps  (Granger's)  covered  the  approaches  from 
the  Cbickamauga  toward  Rossville  and  the  ezt«nsion  of  our 
left,  and  the  fact  that  at  the  close  of  the 'day  we  had  pi'esent 
bnttwo  brigades  which  had  not  been  opportunely  and  squarely 
in  action,  opposed  to  superior  numbers  of  the  enemy,  assured 
us  that  we  were  greatly  outnumbered,  and  ttiat  the  battle  of 
the  next  day  must  be  for  the  safety  of  the  army  and  the 
possession  of  Chattanooga. 

This  is  well-merited  testimony  to  the  intrepidity  of  the 
Confederate  soldiers  and  the  skill  of  their  commanders. 

At  the  close  of  the  day,  while  adjusting  liis  line  for 
the  final  attack,  General  Polk  directed  his  engineer  to 
locate  his  headquarters  for  the  night  at  some  central 
point  in  rear  of  his  line.     So  many  falsehoods  have  been 


b,GoogIc 


254         GENERAL  FOLK'S  BEADQUASTEBS.      [1863 

published  cooceruing  the  relatioD  of  these  headquarters 
to  the  line,  I  have  deemed  it  proper  to  insert  the  Btate- 
ment  which  tiiis  officer,  Captain  W.  J.  Morris,  made  in 
regard  to  the  matter. 

Abont  6.30  P.M.  General  PoOc  desired  me  to  locat«  his  biv- 
ouac for  the  night,  and  informed  me  that  he  had  directed  his 
ambulance  to  be  sent  to  Alexander's  Bridge.  At  that  mo- 
ment we  were  at  a  point  on  the  field  where  we  had  been  the 
greater  part  of  the  day — somewhat  to  the  riffht,  and  between 
the  first  and  second  lines  of  battle.  About  three  hundred 
yards  to  our  rear  was  the  edge  of  the  woods  we  were  then  in, 
and  which  covered  the  battlefield;  from  the  edge  of  these 
woods  Alexander's  Bridge  was  in  fuU  view,  about  seven  hun- 
dred yards  away  across  a  flat,  low,  open  field.  On  leaving 
the  general  I  rode  my  horse  at  a  trot,  and  reached  the  bridge 
in  three  or  four  minntcs.  I  found  the  headquarter  am- 
bulance on  the  south  side  of  the  Chickamauga;  and  on  the 
east  side  of  the  road,  immediately  at  the  bridge,  I  directed  the 
driver  to  turn  into  the  woods  just  to  h\s  right,  and  I  located 
the  bivouac  within  fifty  yards  of  the  bridge.  A  part  of  the 
staff  slept  on  either  side  of  the  road. 

The  place  was  in  every  way  acceptable  to  Gfeneral  Polk, 
because  it  was  entirely  fltt«d  for  his  purposes.  Being 
on  the  route  to  array  headquarters,  which  were  at  Thed- 
ford's  Fonl,  in  rear  of  tlie  extreme  left  of  the  army,  it 
was  placed  so  that  all  communication  between  his  wing 
and  army  headquarters  must  pass  directly  by  bim ;  be- 
ing also  a  conspicuous  point,  one  well  known  to  the 
army,  it  was  free  from  the  chance  of  not  being  found  by 
the  numerous  interests  depending  upon  him.  The  con- 
fusion which  prevailed  that  night  in  rear  of  all  parts  of 
the  line  on  that  wooded  and  smoke-  and  fog-obscured 
battlefield  accentuated  the  wisdom  of  the  selection. 

About  9  pja.  General  Polk  rode  from  his  line  to  army 
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headquarters  to  report  the  operations  of  the  command 
under  him,  and  to  receive  instructions  for  the  coming 
day. 

After  the  report  was  made  General  Bragg  announced 
that  the  army  would  be  officially  divided  into  two  wings, 
the  right  wing  toi  be  under  General  Polk,  and  the  left 
wing  to  be  under  General  Lougstreet,  who  was  then  ex- 
pected every  moment. 

This  arrangement  was,  in  reality,  but  a  continuance 
of  that  upon  which  the  battle  of  the  day  had  been 
fought,  and  involved  no  change  of  commanders  except 
on  the  left,  for  Gcnertd  Polk  had  conducted  the  opera- 
tions on  the  right,  while  Genend  Hood  had  directed  the 
operations  on  the  left,  pending  the  arrival  of  his  supe- 
rior, General  Longstreet.  But  this  disposition  had  one 
serious  disadvantage, —  it  ignored  General  Hill,  and  for 
that  reason  was  not  altogether  satisfactory  Ut  General 
Polk,  who  saw  in  the  arrangement  an  injustice  and  a 
needless  affront  to  General  Hill,  who  had  but  just  re- 
ceived his  promotion  and  come  to  that  army. 

It  was  quite  as  easy  for  General  Br^g  to  have  made 
three  divisions  of  his  army.  General  Hill,  with  his 
corps  intact,  was  already  on  the  right,  and  General  Polk 
in  the  center ;  it  only  remained  to  assign  Longstreet  to 
the  left.  It  came  out  in  the  conference,  however,  that 
General  Bragg  was  greatly  irritated  against  General 
Hill  for  his  f tdlure  to  cooperate  with  Hindman  in  Mc- 
Lemore's  Cove  the  morning  of  the  10th,  and  for  what  he 
characterized  subsequently  as  his  "  querulous  and  insub- 
ordinate spirit  in  general ; "  and  he  left  the  impression 
that,  to  save  himself  contention  in  the  emergencies  of  the 
battle,  he  would  ignore  him,  and,  continuing  as  he  had 
begun,  would  fight  his  army  in  two  wings. 

The  forces  assigned  to  General  Polk  were  in  the  main 
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those  with  which  he  had  fought  upon  the  right  that  day, 
the  exceptions  being  Stewart's  and  Breckinridge's  divi- 
sions. The  former  was  detached  to  the  left  wing,  and 
the  hitter  was  added  to  the  right,  the  addition  restoring 
the  integrity  of  Hill's  corps,  which,  in  common  with  all 
others  in  the  army,  excepting  General  Hood's,  had  been 
disjointed  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  day's  fight- 
ing. Hindman's  division  of  Polk's  corps  was  assigned 
to  the  left  wing,  and,  together  with  some  of  the  Vir- 
ginia troops  to  arrive  the  following  morning,  completed 
the  formation  of  that  wing. 

Verbal  instructions  were  given  to  General  Polk  to  at- 
tack at  dayhght  by  the  division  on  the  extreme  right, 
from  which  the  attack  was  to  be  taken  up,  by  divisions, 
successively,  to  the  left,  the  design  being  to  renew  the 
effort  to  turn  the  enem/s  left  and  by  direct  attack  force 
him  into  McLemore's  Cove, 

During  this  interview  General  Polk  suggested  that  a 
larger  force  than  that  which  had  been  allowed  should 
be  massed  upon  the  right.  He  urged  upon  General 
Bragg's  attention  the  inference  from  the  day's  fighting 
—  that  Rosecrans  woidd  be  accumulating  liis  forces  in 
front  of  the  right  wing  of  the  Confederate  line.  Gen- 
eral Polk  further  emphasized  the  fact  that  Granger's 
corps  at  Rossville  was  in  a  position  from  which  to  assail 
in  flank  and  rear  the  force  that  might  succeed  in  turn- 
ing the  Federal  left.  But  the  commanding  general  held 
to  the  opinion  that  the  bulk  of  the  enemy  were  nearer 
Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill  than  General  Polk  supposed,  and 
consequently  more  nearly  in  front  of  the  left,  and  that 
the  disposition  made  was  therefore  the  proper  one. 

Informing  General  Bri^g  of  Ms  location  for  the  night. 
General  Polk  rode  direct  to  bis  quarters  at  Alexander's 
Bridge.    On  the  way  he  was  met  and  accompanied  by 
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General  Breckinridge,  who  reported  his  division  lying 
near  the  bridge.  As  his  men  had  just  eome  from  the 
extreme  left  and  were  mncli  fatigued,  it  was  agi'eed  that 
the  command  should  rest  for  a  while  in  an  open  field 
just  west  of  the  bridge,  but  General  Polk  directed  hira 
to  be  in  line  by  dawn.  He  then  invited  General  Breck- 
inridge to  bivouac  with  him. 

Immediately  on  reaching  his  quarters,  the  following 
oi-der  was  issued : 

Heabquabters,  Rioht  Wdiq,  Aruy  of  Tbnnbbsbe, 
Neak  Alexandeh's  Bbidoe, 
September  19, 1863, 11.30  p.m. 
Circular. 

1st.  Lt.-Oen.  Hill  on  the  right  will  attack  the  enemy  with  his 
corps  to-morrow  morning  at  daylight. 

2d.  Maj.-6en.  Cheatham  on  Hill's  left  will  make  a  simul- 
taneous attack. 

3d.  Maj.-Gen.  Walker's  corps  will  act  as  reserve. 
Corps  and  division  commanders  will  see  that  their  troops 
are  amply  suppUed  with,  ammunition  before  daylight. 
By  command  of 

Lt.-Gen.  Polk, 
J,  Thos,  M.  Jack,  .i.  .i.-G. 

Lt.-Gen.  D.  H.  Hill. 
Maj.-Gen.  Cheatham. 
Maj.-Gen.  Walker. 

Copies  of  this  order  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  reli- 
able couriers,  with  instructions  to  deliver  them  at  once. 
In  order  to  facilitate  the  approach  of  any  one  seeking 
for  General  Polk,  sentinels  were  placed  at  the  bridge 
and  upon  the  road  directly  opposite  the  camp,  and  were 
instructed  to  build  fires  and  to  keep  a  sharp  lookout, 
especially  for  Generals  Hill,  Cheatham,  and  Walker. 
These  sentinels  remained  at  their  posts  until  2  a.m.  and 
were  then  withdrawn,  General  Walker  and  a  staff-officer 


b>  Google 


258  SEARCH  FOR  GENERAL  HILL.  [1863 

of  Geoer^  Hill  (Lieutenant  Reid),  as  well  as  several 
other  persons,  having  meanwhile  been  directed  to  Gen- 
eral Polk.' 

While  the  orders  for  the  coming  day  were  being 
issued.  General  Polk  and  General  Breckinridge  talked 
over,  at  supper,  the  plans  and  prospects  for  the  ensuing 
day.  Breckinridge  then  withdrew  to  General  Polk's  tent 
for  a  short  sleep  before  niarehing  his  men  to  the  line. 

The  orders  for  Generals  Cheatham  and  Walker  were 
delivered  promptly.  But  it  was  General  Polk's  misfor- 
tune that  the  courier  sent  to  General  Hill  failed  to  find 
him,  although  he  searched  dihgently  for  him,  not  only 
at  Thedford's  Ford,  the  point  designated  as  the  one  at 
which  General  Polk  would  find  General  Hill,  but  along 
his  line  of  battle  as  well,  to  which  the  courier  subse- 
quently extended  his  search.^ 

In  the  light  of  after-events,  it  was  an  error  to  entrust 
the  order  to  but  one  channel ;  but  it  must  be  said  that 
General  Polk  very  properly  regarded  his  headquaterrs 
as  but  one  of  the  two  under  obligation  to  communicate 
with  General  Hill  that  night,  and  also  that  he  counted 
with  certainty  upon  seeing  that  officer  speedily  at  his 
headquarters,  having  in  person  delivered  messages  to 
that  effect  to  two  of  General  Hill's  staff  —  which  mes- 
sages were  received,*  one  of  them  as  early  as  midnight.* 

It  appears,  however,  that  General  Polk  was  the  only 
one  who  made  any  attempt  to  reach  General  Hill.  The 
commanding  general,  although  he  had  but  just  detached 
him  (about  ten  that  night)  from  his  own  headquarters 
and  assigned  him  to  General  Polk,  who  till  then  had 

I  "OfBdalBecords,  Warof  Itebellion,"  vol.  xzx,  pt  ll.pp.  tiB-flO. 
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had  no  autliority  over  Hill,  neither  commumcated  this 
fact,  nor  indeed  anything  to  Hill,  until  the  next  morning 
iit  eight  o'clock,  when  he  met  him  on  his  line  of  hattle. 

It  appears  that  General  Hill  was  approaching  army 
lieadquartera  when  he  received  General  Polk's  mcBsage 
that  he  had  heen  placed  under  his  (Polk's)  orders,  and 
that  he  wished  to  see  him  at  his  quarters  that  night,* 
Instead  of  reporting  himself  at  one  headquarters  or  the 
otiier,  General  Hill  unfortunately  waited  until  near  four 
o'clock,  —  more  than  three  hours, —  and  then,  passing 
almost  through  Polk's  camp,  accompanied  hy  his  stafF, 
rode  on  to  his  line. 

At  five  o'clock  General  Polk  learned  of  the  failure  to 
find  and  deliver  the  orders  to  General  Hill.  Duplicates  of 
the  following  order  were  then  sent  direct  to  General  Hill's 
division  commanders. 

Headquarters,  Riqht  Winq, 

Neab  Alexander's  Bridge, 

Sept.  20, 1863, 5.30  a.m. 

Oeneral :  The  heutenant-generel  commanding  having  sought 
in  vain  for  Oeu.  HiU,  gives  you  directly  the  following  order : 

Move  upon  and  attack  the  enemy  as  soon  as  you  are  in 
portion. 

Maj.-Gen.  Cheatham  on  your  left  has  been  ordered  to  make 
a  Mmultaoeous  attack. 

ReepeotfuDy,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  U.  Jack,  A.  A.-G. 

Maj.-Oen.  Cleburne. 

Maj.-Qen.  Breckinridoe. 

After  this  order  was  dispatched,  and  as  General  Polk 
was  about  to  ride  to  his  line,  an  inquiry  eaine  from  Gen- 
eral Bragg  as  to  the  cause  of  the  delay.  In  reply  it  was 
explained  that  General  Hill  had  not  been  found,  and  that 
orders  had  been  sent  to  his  division  commanders.  Gen- 
1  ■'  Offlcial  BecordB,  War  of  Rebellion,"  vol.  lui,  pt.  11,  p.  140. 
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eral  Polk  also  told  Major  Lee  (the  officer  who  bore  the 
inquiry)  to  say  to  General  Bragg  that  some  further  delay 
woiild  necessarily  result  from  the  failure  to  reach  Greneral 
Hill  in  proper  time.  The  story  of  the  delivery  of  the 
order  to  General  Hill's  subordinates,  t-aken  in  connection 
with  all  that  had  gone  before,  is  of  such  interest  that  it 
is  given  entire. 

{Statement  of  J.  Frank  WAeefess.] 

In  Camp,  September  30, 1863. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  facts  within  my  knowledge 
relating  ixt  the  engagement  on  Sunday,  Sept.  20: 

On  the  morning  of  the  20th  inst.,  between  dayhght  and 
sunrise.  Lieutenant- General  Polk  sent  for  me  to  carry  orders 
to  Major-Generab  Cleburne  and  Breckinridge  to  make  an 
immediate  attack  upon  the  enemy.  I  went  directly  to  Colonel 
Ja«k,  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  to  get  orders.  As  he 
handed  them  to  me,  he  remarked  that  during  the  nig^t 
General  Polk  sent  orders  to  General  Hill  to  make  the  attack 
at  daylight,  that  it  was  now  after  that  time,  and  the  person 
who  carried  the  order  had  returned  and  reported  that  he  had 
searched  in  every  part  of  the  field  and  could  not  find  General 
.  HiU,  and  that  the  orders  he  (Colonel  Jack)  was  then  giving 
me  were  sent  direct  to  the  division  commanders  to  make  the 
attack  at  once.  General  Polk's  last  remark  to  me  was,  not  to 
lose  time,  but  ride  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

This  I  did.  Passing  by  Major-General  Cheatham's  head- 
quarters in  rear  of  his  line,  I  left  with  him  a  copy  of  the 
orders  I  had  for  Generals  Breckinridge  and  Cleburne,  and 
said  to  him  that  it  was  for  his  information,  and  he  was  ex- 
pected to  conform  to  the  movements. 

I  proceeded  rapidly  along  the  line  of  battle  until  I  found 
General  Cleburne's  command,  in  rear  of  which  I  found  Lieu- 
tenant-General  Hill  and  Major- Generals  Breckinridge  and 
Cleburne  around  a  camp-fire.  On  dismounting,  I  remarked 
that  I  had  orders  from  General  Polk.  General  Hill  put  forth 
his  hand  as  if  to  reoeive  the  orders,  when  I  said, "  These  orders 
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are  for  Generals  Breckinridge  and  Cleburne,"  and  then,  in 
explanation  of  why  the  orders  were  sent  direct  to  the  division 
commanderB,  I  told  General  Hill  that  during  the  night  General 
Polk  sent  him  orders  to  make  the  attack  at  daylight,  but  the 
bearer  of  the  order  could  not  find  him,  and  when  General 
Polk  became  aware  of  this,  he  sent  these  orders — these  orders 
just  delivered — to  the  division  commanders.  Either  General 
Cleburne  or  General  Breckinridge,  when  he  had  read  the 
order,  handed  it  to  General  Hill  and  remarked  that  the  men 
could  not  go  into  the  fight  until  they  had  their  rations  dis- 
tributed to  them,  to  which  General  H(ill)  consented.  I  then 
asked  General  H(i]l)  if  he  had  anything  he  desired  to  say  to 
General  Polk.  He  remarked  that  General  Polk  hod  promised 
to  have  a  courier  at  the  bridge  to  show  him  [General  H(ill)] 
the  way  to  his  (General  Polk's)  headquarters,  bnt  that  he 
could  not  find  the  courier  when  he  went  there.  He  then  re- 
quested me  to  wait  and  he  would  write  a  noto  to  General 
Polk.  I  said  to  General  HUl  I  knew  General  Polk  had 
couriers  placed  at  the  bridge ;  that  they  remained  there  until 
lato,  hut  the  hour  I  did  not  know.  I  waited  some  ten  minutes 
or  more  for  General  Hill's  note,  and  then  started  back  to 
General  Polk.  On  my  way  I  met  Captain  (J.  M.)  Williams 
with  duplicate  orders  of  the  ones  I  had  just  delivered.  I  in- 
formed him  that  I  had  delivered  the  original  orders,  con- 
sequently there  waa  not  any  use  in  his  going  further,  but  re- 
quested him  to  go  up  to  General  Cheatham  and  say  to  him 
that  it  would  be  an  hour  or  two  before  General  Hill  was  ready 
to  attack  the  enemy.  This  he  did.  Some  two  hundred  yards 
farther  on  I  met  General  Polk  on  his  way  to  the  field.  I 
turned  back,  and  he  stopped  for  me  to  read  General  HiU's 
note.  When  I  had  finished  I  said,  "  General,  you  notice 
General  Hill  says  it  will  be  an  hour  or  so  before  he  is  ready  to 
make  the  attack.  I  am  confident  that  it  will  be  more  than 
two  hours  before  he  is  ready  to  make  the  attack."  General 
Polk  said  to  me  he  waa  going  out  to  inspect  his  lines,  and 
ordered  me  to  keep  his  escort:  there  and  establish  his  head- 
quarters just  on  the  right  of  where  they  had  been  the  day  be- 
fore.   Some  fifteen  minutes  after  General  Polk  left.  General 
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Bragg  came  up  and  aaked  me  where  he  was.  I  replied  Uiat 
he  had  gone  along  the  line  to  make  an  inspection  and  find 
out  tlie  cause  of  the  delay  in  making  the  attack.  I  remarked 
that  General  Polk  would  return  there,  but  that  he  (Qeneral 
Bragg)  would  no  doubt  find  him  sooner  by  going'  along  the 
line ;  and  I  then  stdd :  "  General,  in  case  you  should  not  find 
General  Polk,  1  will  tell  you  what  has  been  done  this  morn- 
ing :  General  Polk  sent  orders  to  General  Hill  in  time  for  the 
attack  to  have  been  made  by  daylight  if  General  Hill  could 
have  been  found ;  but  this  was  impossible,  and  when  General 
Polk  learned  this  he  sent  orders  by  me  to  Generals  Breckin- 
ridge and  Clebame  to  make  an  immediate  attack.  Major- 
General  Cheatham  was  informed  of  this  and  ordered  to  con- 
form with  the  movements;  I  found  Generals  Breckinridge 
and  Cleburne  and  Hill  together,  and  deU?ered  the  orders 
to  Generals  Breckinridge  and  Cleburne  in  the  presence  of 
General  Hill."  I  then  told  General  Bragg  the  contents  of 
General  Hill's  not«  to  General  Polk,  and  I  said  I  did  not 
believe  General  HiU  would  be  ready  to  move  to  the  attack 
in  two  hours,  but  that  he  should  have  done  so  at  daylight. 
General  Bragg  asked  me  how  I  expected  General  Hill  to 
make  the  attack  before  he  received  orders  to  do  so.  I  said: 
"  General,  you  will  remember,  when  General  Polk  sent  me 
to  you  yesterday  evening,  you  instructed  me  to  say  that  you 
would  uend  a  staff-offlcer  for  him  and  the  other  generals, 
as  you  wished  to  have  a  conference  with  them.  My  last  re- 
mark was  made  under  the  impression  that  General  Hill  was, 
of  course,  present  at  that  conference  and  understood  that  he 
was  to  make  the  attack  at  daylight,  and  that  General  Polk 
has  renewed  the  orders  himself  so  that  there  could  not 
possibly  be  any  mistake."  I  then  said:  "General,  General 
Cleburne  reported  to  General  Hill  this  morning,  while  I  was 
there,  that  the  enemy  were  feUing  trees  on  his  front  all  night." 
General  Bragg  said :  "  WeU,  sir,  is  this  not  another  important 
reason  why  the  attack  should  be  made  at  once?"  I  said: 
"  Yes,  sir,  it  does  certainly  seem  so  to  me ;  but  it  did  not  seem 
to  impress  General  Hill  in  that  way.'" 

1  "OfflcialEeoorda.Warof  Rebellion,"  vol.  ixx,pt.  11,  p.  61. 
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The  note  brought  by  Captain  Wheeless  was  this : 

Sept.  20, 1863. 

General:  I  oould  And  no  courier  at  Alexander's  Bridge,  and 
therefore  could  not  find  you.  My  divisions  are  getting  their 
rations,  and  will  not  be  ready  to  move  for  an  hour  or  more. 
Breckinridge's  wagons  seem  to  have  got  lost  between  Thed~ 
ford's  Ford  and  this  plaoe.    . 

It  will  be  well  tor  you  to  examine  the  line  from  one  end  to 
the  other  before  starting. 

Brigadier-Qeneral  Jackson  iB  running  trota  east  to  west 
My  line  is  from  north  to  south.  General  Clebome  reports 
that  the  Yankees  were  felling  trees  all  night,  and  conse- 
quently now  occupying  a  position  too  strong  to  be  taken  by 
assault.  What  shall  be  done  when  the  point  is  reached  T 
Respectfully, 

D.  H.  Hill,  LieutetutTa-General. 

After  reading  this  note  General  Polk  sent  General 
Br^^  the  following: 

In  the  Field,  Sept.  20, 1863, 7  a.m. 

General:  I  am  this  moment  in  receipt  of  my  first  com- 
muoicatiou  from  Gteneral  Hill,  who  informs  me  that  he  will 
not  be  ready  to  move  for  an  h'our  or  more  because  his  troops 
are  receiving  rations,  and  because  his  wagons  were  lost  last 
night.  Tbe  attack  will  be  made  so  soon  as  he  is  prepared 
for  it. 

Respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

Xi.  Pole,  lAeutenanl- General  ComtHamUng. 

Bkioadier-General  Maceall,  Cftt^  of  Staff,  A.  A.-G.^ 

1  Invriting  of  the  order  Bent  to  hiBaubordJnatea.  Eleaeral  Hill  stated  in 
his  ofOcial  report  that  It  was  received  by  him  >t  7.25  a.u.  UnforCuiiatelj, 
thfttmoroiaK  he  omitted  writing  the  honr  upon  the  note  he  gent  General 
Polk  bf  Captain  Wheeless  in  return,  but  as  PoUc's  note  to  Bragg,  announc- 
ins  the  reception  of  Hill's  note,  is  dated  7  a.m.,  there  clearlf  is  a  dis- 
erepanoy.    Collateral  testimouy  can  determine  wbich  is  correct. 

To  determine  the  relation  of  tbe  terms  "sunrise"  and  "snndowu"  to 
actual  time,  it  should  be  stated  that  sunrise  in  that  latitude  on  that  date 
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About  an  hour  after  tliis  note  was  sent,  General  Polk, 
who  meanwhile  had  seen  General  Hill  and  aU  the  divi- 
sion commanders,  met  General  Bragg  on  the  center  of 
his  line.  He  then  made  an  extended  report  of  the 
causes  of  the  delay,  and  showed  liim  that  he  was  only 
waiting  for  Hill's  command  to  be  ready. 

In  view  of  the  fa«t  that  General  Bragg  washed  his 
hands  of  all  responsibility  touching  General  Hill  from 
the  moment  that  he  turned  him  over  to  Polk  at  ten 
o'clock  the  night  before,  it  is  of  impoi-tance  to  follow 
him  to  General  Hill's  line  and  learn  what  occurred  there. 

General  Bra^  rode  up  about  8  a.m.,  and  inquired  of  me 
(Hill)  why  I  had  not  begun  the  attack  at  daylight.  I  told  him 
that  I  was  then  hearing  for  the  first  time  that  sncli  an  order 
had  been  issued,  and  had  not  known  whether  we  were  to  be 
assailants  or  assailed.  He  said  angrily :  "  I  found  Polk  after 
sunrise  sitting  down  reading  a  newspaper  at  Alexander's 
Bridge,  two  milea  from  the  line  of  battle,  when  he  ought  to 
have  been  fighting."  i 

It  is  not  worth  while  to  dwell  upon  the  ineonsisteneies 
of  Hill's  reply  to  General  Bragg  in  this  interview  as  to 
his  ignorance  of  the  attitude  which  his  corps  was  ex- 
pected to  assume  that  morning.  Waiving  the  informa- 
tion which  he  had  just  received  from  Captain  Wheeless 
and  General  Polk  on  that  subject,  it  is  well  to  point  out, 

waa  5.47,  but  the  usual  Interval  between  davn  and  gunrise  was  shortened 
tliBt  momtng  b;  the  obscurity  due  to  the  denae  fog  and  the  smoke. 

The  orderin  question  was  dated  5,30.  Captftio  Wheeless  took  it  as  soon 
Bs  written,  and  consoiaed  fifteen  minutes  in  its  transmission.  Breckiii- 
ridge  says  in  his  oiBcial  report  that  It  was  reeelTed  soon  after  sunrise. 
Sunrise  being  fixed  at  5.4T,  this  stalement  of  Breckinridge,  sustained  as 
It  Is  by  the  date  on  the  order  and  by  Wheeless's  statement,  eBtablishes  the 
ijnie  at  which  Hill  received  the  order  as  Home  time  between  6  and  6.30  at 
the  latest.  Add  to  this  the  time  of  Polk's  note  to  Bragg,  —  7  A.U.,  —  and 
the  evidence  Is  conclusive  aa  to  General  Hill's  error. 

I  "Battles  and  Leaders  of  the  Civil  War,''Tol.  ill,  p.  653. 
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however,  that  he  prohably  was  the  only  man  in  that  army 
who  was  ignorant  of  the  purpose  for  which  it  had  crossed 
the  Chickamanga,  and  the  only  oflSeer  of  any  prominenee 
who  was  unaware  of  the  fact  that  the  success  of  the  day 
before,  in  which  he  had  talteii  part,  was  but  the  first  step 
in  the  program  of  aggression. 

It  is  a  matter  of  some  importance  to  call  attention 
to  the  commanding  general's  attitude  toward  General 
Polk  in  this  interview.  The  truth  of  his  statement  is 
disproved  in  the  footnote  next  below,'  and  had  it  pos- 
sessed a  bearing  merely  personal  to  (General  Polk,  it 
would  require  no  other  notice.     But  it  went  further. 

General  Polk  and  General  HiU  were  of  equal  rank,  and 
commanded  the  companion  corps  of  the  army.  General 
Hill,  coming  from  another  army,  had  just  been  promoted, 
and  this  was  his  first  battle  in  his  new  position  and  with 
his  new  surroundings.  When  General  Bra^  met  hira  that 
morning,  he  had  already  learned  that  he  had  been  made 

1  Tbe  chnrge  Is  beat  ataled  in  the  following  extract  from  a  letter 
written  by  General  Bragg  to  Major  E.  T.  Sykes,  of  Colimibiu,  Mies. ,  bMr- 
Ing  dat«  February  8,  ISTJ.  Beferriiig  to  a  question  as  M  Qeneral  Polk's 
respoDfdbUitf  for  the  delay  In  the  attack  on  the  momlDgof  the  2l)tb,  Qen- 
eral Bragg  replied : 

"This  qnestloD  is  best  answered  by  my  official  report,  and  I  send  you  by 
this  day's  mail  a  written  copy,  which  I  must  beg  you  to  preserve  and  re- 
turn, as  it  is  invaluable  M  me.  In  addition  to  what  is  there  said,  I  can 
now  add  —  but  would  not  put  it  in  anoffioial  report — that  the  staff-olBcer 
sent  M  General  Polk, —  Major  Lee,  A.  I.-G-,— to  urge  his  compliance  with 
the  orders  of  the  previous  night,  reported  t«  me  that  he  found  him  at  a 
farmhouse,  three  miles  from  the  line  of  his  troops,  about  one  hour  after 
sunrise,  sitting  on  the  gaDery  reading  a  newspaper,  and  waiting,  as  lie 
(the  general)  said,  for  his  breakfast." 

In  answer  to  this  Bt»temeiiti  tbe  writer  snbmits  the  following : 

Ist  General  Polk's  headquarters  were  at  Alexander's  Bridge,  located 
in  a  spot  cleared  of  nnder^rowUi  and  small  trees  the  day  before  by 
troops  temporarily  camped  there,  — no  farmhouse  was  near.  Tbe  spot 
was  abont  1200  yards  In  rear  of  General  Walker's  line.  (See  map  of  fleW 
and  statement  of  Captain  Morris,  tbe  engineer-officer  who  located  the 
camp  already  ^ven.)  The  writer  saw  Major  Lee  deliver  General  Bragg'a 
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subordinate  to  General  Polk,  but  he  had  not  heard  it  from 
General  Bragg ;  it  had  come  to  him  indirectly.  He  now 
received  it  from  the  Gonimanding  general  direct,  who 
accompanied  the  announcement  with  an  accusation  which 
discredited  it  at  once.  As  might  have  been  expected, 
Bra^s  attitude  was  not  lacking  in  fniit,  as  was  discov- 
ered by  those  who  had  occasion  to  carry  orders  to  Gen- 
eral Hill  that  day. 

The  incident  furnishes  a  charactoristic  index  of  Gen- 
eral Brt^g's  conception  of  the  requirements  of  army  dis- 
cipline. Any  other  commander,  conscious  of  the  truth 
of  his  statement,  would  have  arrested  General  Polk  with- 
out a  moment's  hesitation,  and  in  so  doing  have  but  vin- 
dicated himself  and  his  army,  and  have  administered  the 
only  punishment  adequate  to  the  offense  charged. 

In  compliance  with  instructions  from  General  Bragg 
the  night  before,  General  Polk's  line  retained  the  posi- 
tion it  had  occupied  at  the  close  of  the  previous  day. 

Breckinridge's  division  was  placed  in  one  hue  on  the 
extreme  right,  covering  the  Reed's  Bridge  road,  with 

message  to  OenertU  Polk  at  this  camp.  General  Polk  bad  tlien  break- 
fMt«d,  and  waa  preparing  to  mount  hia  horse  to  ride  to  the  front. 

Sd.  The  time  of  tbls  interview  is  nearly  enoagh  fixed  by  the  following 
reply  made  by  General  Cheatham  to  an  Inquiry  from  (general  Polk,  which 
waa  made  in  relation  to  this  very  interview  with  Major  Lee; 

"  To  the  best  of  my  recolleclion,  I  saw  you  at  Tumor's  Battery  about 
sunrise,  you  having,  as  I  understood,  just  returned  from  the  right  of 
your  lines."    ("  OfBclal  Records,  War  of  RobeUion,"  vol.  sxx,  pt.  ii,  p.  63.) 

In  conclusion,  the  following  extract  is  given  from  a  letter  from  Major 
Frank  McN^ry,  General  Cheatham's  aide-de-camp : 

"1  left  General  Cheatham's  headquarters  before  daylight  the  morning 
of  the  battle,  and  went  to  General  Polk's  headquarters  with  a  message 
from  General  Cheatham  to  General  Polk.  When  I  got  there,  which  was 
about  daylight,  T  found  General  Polk  and  staff  on  their  horses,  about 
moving  to  the  field,  which  they  did  at  once ;  they  got  there  before  I  did, 
as  I  stopped  to  water  my  horsQ.  as  he  had  not  had  water  for  twenty-four 
hours.  Wben  I  arrived  on  the  Bold,  be  was  Uiere ;  the  sua  was  not  mn^ 
than  up  when  I  got  to  the  field." 

3d.  Colonel  Lee,  about  two  weeks  after  the  battle,  when  asked  by  a 
member  of  General  Polk's  staff  if  he  had  made  any  such  report  to 
General  Bragg  said  be  bad  not. 
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Forrest's  cavalry  on  its  flank,  Cleburne  in  one  line  next 
to  Breckinridge,  and  Cheatham  in  two  lines  on  the  left. 
Walkei's  division  was  in  reserve  in  the  rear  of  1 'lebume 
and  Cheatham,  the  three  constituting  Polk's  column  of 
attack. 

This  disposition  was  faulty,  however,  as  it  made  Cle- 
burne and  Breckinridge  dependent  upon  reserves  out- 
side their  own  organizations.  It  would  have  been  bettei" 
to  place  Walker  in  the  line,  two  brigades  in  front,  two  in 
reserve ;  then  Cleburne  and  Breckinridge,  without  short- 
ening the  general  line,  each  eould  have  placed  s  brigade 
in  reserve.  But  an  entire  division  in  reserve  was  di- 
rected by  General  Bragg  for  both  wings.  This  com- 
pelled the  formation  of  Hill's  corps  in  one  line,  as  the 
ground  from  Cheatham's  right  to  the  Reed's  Bridge  road 
had  to  be  covered  in  order  to.  gain  the  proper  distance 
beyond  the  enemy's  flank.  Assuming  that  the  general 
line  of  battle  was  correct,  the  formation  of  the  right 
wing  was,  under  the  circumstances,  tiie  proper  one,  and 
General  Bra^,  who  ordered  it,  confirmed  this  opinion 
after  an  examination.  It  turned  out,  however,  that  the 
general  Une  of  bsttie  was  faultily  arranged.  "Aa  soon 
as  the  day  of  the  20th  had  dawned,"  Longstreet,  who 
had  arrived  the  night  before,  rode  to  the  front  to  find 
his  troops.  He  "  set  to  work  to  have  the  hne  adjusted 
by  closing  to  the  right,  in  order  to  occupy  some  vacant 
ground  between  the  two  wings  and  to  make  room  for 
Hood  in  the  front  line." '  Tliis  movement  threw  Stew- 
art—  who  moved  some  five  hundred  or  six  hundred 
yards  —  across  the  whole  of  Cheatham's  front,  and  en- 
croached upon  Cleburne's  line  of  advance.  It  brought 
his  right  in  contact  with  the  enemy,  who,  upon  Polk's 
front,  occupied  a  position  in  advance  of  that  opposite 
1  "  Offldal  Records,  War  of  Rebellion,"  vol.  nx,  pt.  ii,  p.  2SS. 
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Longstreet,  and,  in  consequence,  Stewart  had  to  refuse 
his  right.  Owing  to  the  distance  between  Stewart's  rear 
and  Cheatham's  front  (about  six  hundred  yards),  and  also 
to  the  thick  undergrowth,  the  fog,  and  the  smoke,  Cheat- 
ham's skirmishers  did  not  discover  the  change  of  position 
for  some  time,  and  when  reported  it  was  too  late  to  rec- 
tify the  error.  The  lack  of  interest  which  General  Bragg 
took  in  the  formation  of  his  general  hne  of  battle  was 
thus  a  misfortune  to  the  entire  army,  and  particularly 
to  the  right  wing,  because  it  was  made  to  cover  more 
ground  than  was  necessary,  and  in  so  doing  was  obliged 
to  extend  itself  unduly.  If  General  Bragg  had  located 
his  wings  himself,  he  would  have  released  Cheatham 
from  his  position,  and  in  so  doing  have  given  a  double 
formation  to  his  right  wing  throughout ;  but  he  left  this 
— as  he  did  most  of  the  affairs  of  the  battle — to  his 
wing  commanders,  who  did  the  best  they  could  under 
the  circumstances  in  which  he  had  placed  them. 

The  formation  of  Longatreet's  line  from  left  to  right 
WEis  as  follows :  Hindman's  division  was  placed  on  the 
extreme  left;  Wheeler's  cavalry  on  the  flank.  Hood's 
corps  was  next  to  Hindman's,  and  Stewart's  division  was 
on  the  right.  Each  division  had  two  brigades  in  front 
and  one  in  reserve.  Preston's  division  was  placed  in 
reserve  on  the  left,  resting  on  the  river. 

Longstreet's  preponderance  of  force,  and  the  relative 
shortness  of  the  interval  to  be  covered,  enabled  him  to 
form  in  his  center  a  heavy  column  of  attack,  consisting 
of  Johnson's,  Law's,  and  Kershaw's  commands,  consti- 
tuting Hood's  corps,  the  whole  forming  a  column  of 
eight  brigades,  arranged  iu  four  lines.  The  formation 
of  the  left  wing  was  completed  about  10.30,  an  hour 
subsequent  to  the  attack  of  the  right  wing. 

During  the  evening  of  the  19th  General  Eosecnma  as- 
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sembled  his  corps  commanders  and  gave  them  orders  for 
the  following  day. 

General  Thomas,  with  his  flank  covered  by  cavalry, 
was  to  hold  the  poBition  to  which  he  had  been  driven, 
about  three  hundred  yards  east  of  the  State  road,  his 
command  to  form  in  three  lines,  placing  Baird's  division 
on  the  extreme  left ;  next  to  Baird's,  successively,  on  the 
right,  the  divisions  of  Johnson,  Palmer,  and  Reynolds. 
Brannan's  division  was  to  be  posted  in  reserve  to  the 
right  and  rear  of  Reynolds. 

Negley's  division  was  to  take  post  on  tlie  right  of  R^- 
nolds ;  next  on  the  right  was  McCook,  with  the  divisions 
of  Davis  and  Sheridan.  Wilder's  mounted  infantry  and 
the  cavalry  covered  the  right. 

Crittenden,  with  his  remaining  two  divisions,  Van 
Cleve's  and  Wood's,  was  to  take  position  in  the  rear  of 
Thomas's  and  MeCook's  corps,  so  as  to  be  able  to  sup- 
port either. 

These  commands,  as  soon  as  posted,  commenced  to 
erect  temporary  breastworks.  It  was  understood  that 
the  left  of  the  line  was  to  be  held  at  all  hazards,  as  the 
safety  of  the  army  depended  upon  it. 

The  total  force  '■  brought  into  action  on  the  20th  was 
as  follows  .- 

I  This  statement  of  Out  forces  brought  Into  action  by  General  Bragg  on 
the  20111  ie  based  upon  the  original  retunw  of  the  Army  of  Tennessee. 
amonsbiH  papers  now  in  New  Orleans,  Lb.,  in  tlie  poaseaslon  of  his  heirs. 
(See  Proceedings  ot  United  ConfederateVeterans,  Surgeon-Oenerat  Joseph 
Jones,  Paper  No.  U,  1S92. )  In  the  statement  of  Surgeon-Eleneral  Jones, 
the  dividon  of  Biuhrod  Johnson  Is  evidently  omitt«d  from  the  total  of  Qie 
left  wing ;  this  total  is  therefore  made  up  to  correspond  with  Qenend 
Iiongstreet's  statement  (or  that  day.  ("Official  Records,  War  of  Rebell- 
ion," vol.  XXX,  pt.  11,  p.  291.) 

The  statement  of  the  forces  brought  into  action  Sept.  20  by  General  Rose- 
cnns  is  based  upon  the  returns  of  the  Army  ot  the  CumbeilaDd,  Sept.  20, 
1863,  making  thodednctionBantboiizedby  General  Henry  M.  Cist  [Army 
of  tlie  Cumberlsnd,  Campaigns  of  the  Civil  War  (Scritiner),  1SS2,  p.  22S.] 
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GeDentl  Brag^.  Oeneral  BoseorauB. 

Infantry  and  artillery,  Infantry  and  artillery,  46,000 

Right  wing 20,240    Cavalry 9,000 

Left  wing 22^79 

Cavalry  (divided  abont 

equally  between  the 

wings) 7,500 

Total 50,619    Total 55,000 

Number  of  pieces  of  artil-  Number  of  pieces  of  artil- 
lery, 150.  lery,  192. 

As  the  two  lines  of  battle  now  stood,  General  Thomas, 
with  Bsird's,  Johnston's,  Palmer's,  and  a  part  of  Rey- 
nolds's division,  each  division  in  three  lines,  was  opposed 
to  General  Hill  with  the  divisions  of  Cleburne,  Breckin- 
ridge, and  "Walker. 

The  remainder  of  Reynolds's  division,  with  Brannan's 
m  ech€l<m,  was  in  front  of  Stewart's  and  Cheatham's 
divisions. 

Negley's  division,  with  Wood's  and  Van  Cleve's  in  re- 
serve, under  Crittenden,  was  in  front  of  Hood'e  corps. 

The  divisions  of  Davis  and  Sheridan,  nnder  MeCook, 
with  WUdor's  brigade  of  mounted  infantry,  were  in  front 
of  Hiudman's  division. 

About  the  time  the  action  began,  Negley's  division 
was  withdrawn  from  its  position,  and  moved  to  the  rear 
of  Thomas's  corps,  as  a  support  to  the  left ;  Wood's  divi- 
sion moving  forward  and  taking  Negley's  place  in  the 
line  between  Reynolds's  and  Davis's  divisions.  The 
Federal  line  during  the  night  had  succeeded  in  covering 
itself  throughout  vrith  temporary  breastworks. 

It  will  be  noted,  from  the  disposition  made  of  the  en- 
emy's forces  on  their  left,  that  there  were  opposed  to  the 
forces  under  Polk  four  divisions  in  three  lines,  with 
Brannan's  and  Negley's  divisions  as  a  support;  beside 
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these,  a  division  of  Granger's  corps,  some  5000  strong, 
was  on  the  flank,  four  miles  away,  threatening  the  Con- 
federate right.  In  addition,  every  corps  comraander  un- 
derstood that  the  left  of  the  hne  was  to  be  held  at  all 
hazards.  The  bearing  of  all  this  upon  General  Polk's 
suggestion  when  he  received  his  orders  from  General 
Br^g  the  night  before  is  too  obvious  for  even  com- 
ment. 

THE  BATTLE  OP   THE  20tH. 

Intending  that  Cheatham  shonld  take  part  in  the 
advance.  Walker  had  been  posted  so  that  he  might  be 
used  as  a  support  to  this  division  or  Cleburne's  as  occa- 
sion demanded;  but,  learning  of  the  relation  held  by 
Cheatham  to  the  left  wing,  General  Polk,  about  nine 
o'clock,  moved  Walker  in  rear  of  Cleburne,  While  ex- 
ecuting this  movement.  General  Hill  reported  that  it 
would  be  necessary  to  protect  Breckinridge  against  a 
counter-flank  attack  that  was  threatened  by  Granger. 
Polk  accordingly  directed  Walker  to  continue  his  march 
to  Breckinridge's  relief.  Between  9.30  and  10  o'clock 
Hill's  corps,  preceded  by  a  heavy  line  of  skirmishers, 
advanced  to  the  attack. 

As  the  line  neared  the  enemy,  Deshler's  and  a  lai^ 
part  of  Wood's  brigades  of  Cleburne's  division  over- 
lapped Stewart's  division  in  its  rear,  and  therefore  could 
not  take  part  in  the  assault.  Lucius  Polk's  brigade,  and 
Lowry's  regiment  of  Wood's  brigade,  struck  the  works 
squarely  in  front,  but  were  too  weak  to  force  them. 
Unable  to  advance  farther,  and  determined  not  to  re- 
treat, Polk'  ordered  the  commands  to  lie  down  and  hold 
their  position,  which  was  about  a  hundred  and  seventy- 

l  Son  of  William  Polk,  CoL  William  Folk's  second  son. 
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five  yards  from  the  enemy's  works.  Helm's  brigade,  of 
Breckinridge's  division,  struck  the  left  flank  of  the  works. 
After  two  desperate  and  unavailing  efforts  to  carry  them, 
it  was  compelled  to  retire,  but  not  until  its  leader  had 
sealed  his  devotion  to  his  cause  with  his  life. 

Stovall's  and  Adams's  brigades  —  the  remaining  bri- 
gades of  Breckinridge's  division  —  passed  clear  of  the 
■works  to  the  State  road  in  the  rear,  and,  under  General 
Breckinridge's  direction,  bore  down  on  the  left  flank  and 
rear  of  the  enemy. 

While  Breckinridge  was  advancing  to  the  execution 
of  this  movement,  Walker's  command,  increased  by  the 
arrival  of  Gist's  brigade,  came  up.  It  arrived  as  Helm 
was  finally  repulsed,  and  while  Breckinridge  was  moving 
forward  upon  the  enemy's  rear,  on  the  State  road.  Polk 
now  gave  General  Hill  the  opportunity  of  his  life, —  he 
ordered  him  to  take  Walker's  command  and  attack  the 
enemy  in  his  front,  saying  to  him  that  he  would  entrust 
the  operations  there  to  him,  while  he  saw  to  Cleburne 
and  Cheatham.  Walker,  in  his  report,  gives  a  graphic 
account  of  the  manner  in  which  Hill  failed  of  his  oppor- 
tunity. By  disrupting  the  command,  sending  it  in  de- 
tail, be  failed  not  only  to  properly  support  Breckinridge, 
but  secured  the  speedy  defeat  of  both  commands.  Had 
he  moved  it  m  masse  and  at  once  into  the  interval  left 
by  the  repulse  of  Helm,  it  is  easy  to  believe  the  enemy's 
left  might  have  been  turned.  It  is  important  that  any 
one  studying  this  part  of  the  battle  should  determine 
the  time  of  Walker's  arrival  upon  that  part  of  the  field, 
because  upon  that  depends,  to  a  great  extent,  the  value 
of  the  opportunity.  Upon  this  point  Walker  is  very  ex- 
plicit :  "  He  [HillJ  ordered  General  Gist's  brigade  imme- 
diately into  the  fight  in  rear  of  Breckinridge,  a  part  of 
whose  division  had  fallen  back,  and  the  whole  of  which 


b,GoogIc 


b>  Google 


b>  Google 


^t.57]       REPULSE   OF  THE  MIGHT   WING.         273 

was  hard  pressed."^  Hill's  report  also  makes  it  clear 
that  Walker  came  up  while  Breckinridge  was  moving  to 
the  flank  attack,^  in  ample  time  to  have  aided  Mm  had 
he  been  moved  forward  intact,  to  his  left.  Walker's 
command  had  been  divided  into  two  small  divisions, 
one  under  Gist,  the  other  under  Liddell.  Gist  moved 
forward  into  the  interval  and  assaulted  the  left  of  the 
works  held  by  Baird.  Meanwhile  Breckinridge,  chang- 
ing direction  at  the  State  road,  had  reached  a  point  well 
to  the  retu"  of  the  enemy's  left ;  here  he  was  met  by  the 
reinforcements,  which  the  attack  of  the  right  wing  was 
drawing  from  the  enemy's  right,  and  was  diiven  back. 
Retiring  in  good  order,  he  fell  back  to  the  position  of 
his  remaining  brigade  (Helm's).  The  detour  Which  he 
was  compelled  to  make  in  this  retreat  exposed  Gist  to 
tlie  combined  fire  of  the  enemy's  left,  against  which  he 
gallantly  contended  for  half  an  hour  before  retiring. 
While  Gist  was  thus  engaged,  General  Hill  directed 
Govan's  brigade,  of  Walker's  command,'  to  move  to  the 
State  I'oad  and  support  him  by  an  attack  upon  the  en- 
emy's rear.  The  forces  which  had  been  hurried  to  this 
part  of  the  field  to  meet  Breckinridge's  attack  now  fell 
upon  Govan,  and,  turning  his  left,  compelled  him  in  turn 
to  withdraw.  This  completed  the  repulse  of  the  right 
wing.  During  these  movements  iipon  his  right  General 
Polk  had  occupied  himself  in  arranging  for  Cleburne's 
supiK)rt.     Jackson's  brigade,  of  Cheatham's  division,  was 

1  "  OfBciBl  ReocrdB,  War  of  Rebellion,"  voL  m,  pt.  11,  p.  241. 

^  Ibid., p.  142;  and  aUo  General  Gist's  report,  p.  345. 

3  QeDeial  Hill,  on  page  144  of  hia  afficial  report,  asys  tlint  Walter's 
corps  made  a  second  attack  that  momiiig  on  the  State  road.  This  is  an 
error,  as  is  shown  by  the  reports  ot  Walker,  and  Walker'a  dividon  and 
brigade  c«niiiianders,  to  none  of  which  Cleneral  Hill  had  access  at  the 
time  his  report  was  written.  The  attack  of  which  General  Hill  speaks 
Is  that  of  Govan's  brigade  here  described. 
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detached  to  Cleburne's  right,  and  the  remainder  of  the 
division  was  directed  to  take  position  in  his  rear.  Cle- 
burne meanwhile  had  extricated  his  left  brigade  from 
its  position  behind  Stewart,  and,  retiring  his  line  a  short 
distance,  was  re-forming  it.  About  noon  General  Polk 
returned  to  the  right,  and  finding  one  of  Walker's  bri- 
gades (Walthal's)  unoocupied,  directed  it  to  move  forward 
and  connect  with  Jackson's  brigade  on  the  right.' 

Cleburne  having  suffered  materially  in  the  repulse,  the 
gallant  General  Deshler  being  among  the  killed,  Polk 
now  ordered  Cheatham  to  replace  him.  While  execute 
ing  this  movement,  a  message  from  General  Hill  was 
received,  stating  that  his  right  was  again  threatened  by 
Granger's  corps.  This  force  of  the  enemy,  as  has  been 
said,  was  holding  a  position  some  four  miles  to  the  Con- 
federate right  when  the  action  began.  At  11  a.m.  it 
started  to  the  support  of  Thomas's  corps,  and,  although 
retarded  by  Forrest,  moved  vigorously  forward. 

Feeling  the  importance  of  protecting  Ms  right  against 
this  counter-flank  movement  of  the  enemy,  PoDt  ordered 
Cleburne  to  hold  liis  position,  and  directed  Cheatham  to 
move  to  the  right  with  his  division,  to  meet  the  move- 
ment of  Granger;  but  Granger,  making  a  detour  to  the 
west  of  the  State  road,  moved  to  the  rear  of  Thomas's 
line,  leaving  a  brigade  to  observe  the  Confederate 
r%ht. 

It  was  now  about  2  p.m.  Granger  having  ceased 
threatening  his  flank,  Polk  readjusted  his  line  from  left 
to  right,  preparatory  to  another  assault.  The  enemy's 
works  being  visible  through  the  open  woods  in  front  of 
Cleburne,  that  officer  was  directed  to  mass  his  Eirtillery 
and  open  fire  on  the  enemy,  introductory  to  the  advance. 
Promptly  moving  his  guns  to  within  two  hundred  yards 
1  "  Official  BecOTdB,  War  of  Bebellion,"  vol.  m,  pt.  U,  p.  274. 
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of  the  eneni/s  lines,  a  destructive  fire  was  opened  on 
them.     This  was  about  3  P.M. 

About  an  hour  after  the  advance  of  the  right  wing, 
GeneraJ  Longstreet  had  completed  the  arrangement  of 
his  line,  and  stood  prepared  to  take  up  the  contest  as  it 
reached  him  from  the  right ;  but  the  repulse  of  the  right 
deranged  the  plan  of  battle.  Owing  to  the  advanced 
position  of  the  enemy's  left,  Cleburne  could  move  no 
farther  forward  than  on  a  line  with  Stewart's  division, 
the  right  of  the  left  wing ;  and  as  the  orders  were  for  the 
divisions  on  the  left  to  move  only  in  connection  with 
■  the  divisions  next  on  the  right,  Stewart  did  not  move ; 
consequently,  the  remamder  of  the  left  wing  remained 


Perceiving  the  right  wing  unable  to  advance.  Long- 
street  sought  permission  to  move  directly  upon  the  en- 
emy in  his  front.  The  commanding  general,  however, 
had  already  seen  the  necessity  of  the  movement,  and, 
accordingly,  orders  to  that  effect  had  been  sent  directly 
to  the  division  commanders. 

Stewart,  with  a  portion  of  Wood's  brigade  of  Cle- 
burne's division,  was  the  first  to  advance,  but,  encounter- 
ing a  terrific  front-and-fiank  fire  fi-om  Reynolds,  whose 
line  was  here  retired  to  the  rear  and  right,  he  was  driven 
back,  after  gallant  efforts  to  force  the  position. 

Hood's  corps,  next  on  the  left,  was  more  fortunate. 
Hill's  assault  in  the  morning  had  so  impressed  Thomas, 
he  called  repeatedly  upon  Rosecrans  for  aid.  Negley's 
division  had  already  been  taken  from  the  right  and  sent 
to  him.  Van  Cleve's  division  was  ordered  to  follow. 
Sheridan  was  ordered  to  go  with  two  brigades,  and  was 
executing  the  order  when  Hindman's  division  eompeUed 
him  to  confront  it.  There  remained,  to  oppose  the 
forces  under  Longstreet,  a  part  of  Reynolds's,  Wood's, 
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Davis's,  and  Sheridan's  divisions  in  front,  with  Van 
Cleve's  and  a  part  of  Brannaii's  in  reserve,  and  Wilder's 
brigade  of  mounted  infantry. 

With  a  view  to  making  Ida  line  compact,  General 
Roseerans  had  directed  Wot)d  to  close  to  the  left  on 
Reynolds,  McCook  being  ordered  to  follow  the  move- 
ment. Wood,  misunderstanding  the  order,  withdrew 
from  the  line,  and  passed  to  the  rear  of  Brannan,  whose 
force  was  en  echelon  to  the  right  and  rear  of  Reynolds's 
division.  This  movement  of  Wood's  left  a  gap  of  a 
division  front  on  the  Federal  right.  Before  it  coidd  be 
closed,  Hood's  quadruple  line  had  swept  in.  The  rear  of 
Wood's  division  and  the  right  of  Brannan's  were  driven 
in  confusion  to  the  right;  Davis  was  thrust  in  like  dis- 
order to  the  left,  exposing  Sheridan  upon  his  right. 
Hindman  attacked  Sheridan  and  Wilder  in  front,  and, 
after  suffering  tlie  repulse  of  his  left  brigade,  succeeded, 
with  the  aid  of  one  from  Preston,  in  driving  the  enemy 
before  him.  The  entire  Federal  right  was  routed ;  one 
of  Van  Cleve's  brigades  was  captiu-ed  entire.  Sheri- 
dan's division,  two  brigades  of  Davis's  division,  and  Gren- 
eral  Roseerans  disappeared  from  the  field. 

The  triumph  achieved  by  Hood's  command  was  marred 
by  the  serious  wounding  of  this  daring  commander.  He 
bad  to  suffer  the  amputation  of  a  leg  upon  the  field. 

The  command  of  the  Federal  army,  now  shorn  of  six 
brigades,  devolved  upon  General  Thomas.  The  remnant 
of  its  right  wing  quickly  formed  at  right  angles  to  the 
State  road,  extending  well  off  ia  the  west.  The  trooira 
took  position  on  a  ridge  under  cover  of  the  forest  in  the 
following  order :  Brannan  on  the  right,  and  two  brigades 
of  Wood's  on  the  left ;  to  this  Mne  General  Thomas  sub- 
sequently added  two  brigades  from  Negley's  division  and 
Hazen's  brigade,  and  later  Steedman's  division  of  Gran- 
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gel's  corps,  whose  movemeata  prior  to  this  we  have  al- 
ready noticed.  At  a  still  later  period  General  Thomas 
tried  to  fill  the  gap  in  this  line,  which  still  remained  at 
the  State  road,  by  retiring  Keynolds's  right,  but  it  was 
not  sufficient.  Consequently  an  interval  upon  Eeynolds's 
right  remained  open.  Had  this  been  discovered,  and 
had  the  attacks  which  were  directed  against  Brannan, 
Wood,  and  Steedman  been  directed  instead  against  this 
point,  the  Federal  line  would  have  been  quickly  pierced. 

General  Longstreet's  divisions,  having  cleared  their 
front,  now  changed  their  direction  to  the  right,  and 
moved  upon  the  enemy  in  their  new  position.  Preston 
was  moved  up,  and  took  position  upon  the  State  road. 
Buckner  massed  several  batteries  upon  this  road,  and 
opened  a  fire  upon  the  angle  of  the  enemy's  line. 

As  already  noted,  Cleburne  had  opened  his  batteries 
upon  the  center  of  the  enemy's  left,  and  the  entire  line 
under  Polk  was  ready  to  renew  the  assault. 

In  making  his  disposition  for  the  afternoon  attack, 
Polk  found  that  Hill  was  very  much  opposed  to  execut- 
ing it  as  ordered,  and  showed  a  singular  unwillingness 
to  act.  Folk's  orders  were  that  Cleburne,  keeping  up  his 
cannonade,  should  threaten  the  enemy  in  his  front,  and 
that  Hill,  taking  Walker,  Breckinridge,  and  Cheatham — 
now  massed  on  the  extreme  right — should  assail  the  en- 
emy's left  on  the  State  road.  The  order  to  advance  was 
given  to  Hill  at  3.30,  and  had  to  be  twice  repeated  ^  before 
he  moved.  While  waiting  for  Hill,  Captain  Carnes  of  the 
artillery,  whose  battery  had  been  demolished  in  the  bat- 
tle of  the  day  before,  and  who  was  acting  for  the  day  on 
Polk's  staff,  reported  that  the  enemy  acted  as  if  their  am- 

I  Hill  says  that  hia  delay  « 
gottdng:  Jackson's  brigade  to  mo 
easeotjal  to  his  morementu. 
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munition  was  running  low.  Polk  sent  him  at  once  to 
Lucius  Polk  with  the  order  to  attack.  Polk's  brigade, 
supported  by  Jackson  on  tlie  right,  dashed  at  the  works, 
and  after  a  most  gallant  effort  they  seized  the  line  that 
had  opposed  such  stubborn  resistance  to  Hehn  and  Gist 
earlier  in  the  day.  All  the  troops  now  advanced  (5  p.m.), 
but  the  battle  of  the  right  wing  was  practically  ended. 
Preparatory  to  a  retreat,  Thomas  was  withdi-awing  Rey- 
nolds to  post  him  en  echeJtm  to  his  left.  Intending  at 
nightfall  to  retire  successively  Johnston,  Palmer,  and 
Baird  to  a  new  hne,  they  had  been  ordered  to  hold 
themselves  in  readiness  for  the  movement.  The  assault 
of  Polk's  and  Jackson's  brigades,  supported  by  Hill's  ad- 
vance, anticipated  this  movement,  and  converted  it  into 
a  most  "  precipitate  retreat." 

Reynolds,  however,  well  in  hand,  turned  upon  the 
exultant  Confederates,  and,  striking  a  final  blow  at 
Walker,  disappeared  with  his  companions.  It  was  the 
last  flare  of  that  fierce  flame  which  for  two  days  had 
burned  so  fiercely  along  that  line. 

I  cannot  do  better  than  quote  Cames's  graphic  ac- 
count of  Polk's  assault: 

Riding  by  the  side  of  General  Lucius  Polk,  I  witnessed  the 
splendid  char^  of  the  Tet«raiis  of  his  brigade  up  the  ridge 
held  by  Thomas.  1  sever  witnessed  a  more  enthusiastic  and 
intrepid  chai^,  and  it  carried  everything  before  it.  What 
seemed  to  be  a  heavy  skinnish-line  behind  logs  was  quickly 
destroyed  and  forced  back  on  a  front  line  of  log  breastworks, 
and  such  was  the  impetuosity  of  the  attack  that  our  men 
rushed  np  to  and  over  these  works,  driving  the  troops  there, 
in  ntter  confusion,  back  on  the  main  line.  Here  General  L. 
E.  Polk  said  to  me :  "  Go  back  and  telt  the  old  general  that 
we  have  passed  two  lines  of  breastworks ;  tliat  we  have  got 
them  on  the  jump,  and  I  am  sure  of  carrying  the  main  line." 
At  the  top  of  my  horse's  speed  I  rode  to  where  General 
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LeoDidaa  Polk  waited  in  a  small  glade,  near  Breckinridge's 
left.  As  I  was  seen  approaching,  Breckinrit^,  Cheatham, 
and  other  commanders  present,  drew  up  on  horseback  around 
General  Polk,  who,  immediately  on  reoeiving  my  report,  said 
to  those  officers:  "Posh  your  commands  forward,  gentlemen, 
and  assault  them  vigorously  along  the  whole  line." 

Away  went  generals  and  staff  at  fnll  speed,  and  when  the 
order  t«  advance  reached  our  troops,  who  were  expecting  it, 
the  stirring  Confederate  yell  arose  and  swelled  to  a  full  chorus 
along  the  whole  line  aa  our  men  rushed  to  the  charge. 

The  following  statement  from  Cames  agrees  so  per- 
fectly with  my  own  observation,  that  it  is  reproduced : 

I  have  read  accounts  of  this  fight  from  the  Federal  ^de,  and 
some  from  Confederate  ofttcers  who  were  with  our  left  wing, 
in  which  it  was  stated  that  Thomas  withdrew  his  forces  about 
dark.  In  our  front  they  withdrew  before  the  cfaai^  of  onr 
troops  over  the  breastworks,  and  the  quantity  of  small-arms 
and  accoutrements  scattered  in  all  directions  —  limber-chests, 
caissons,  and  pieces  of  artillery  abandoned  where  they  had 
been  jammed  in  between  trees  and  saplings  in  rapid  flight — 
bore  conclusive  testimony  to  the  character  of  their  withdrawal- 

The  fight  upon  the  left  wing  had  been  renewed  with 
increasing  fury  about  3.30.  Stewart,  who  had  met  the 
fate  of  Cleburne  in  the  morning  assaidt,  now  held  posi- 
tion along  with  Cleburne,  the  two  forming  the  pivota 
upon  which  the  wings  of  the  Confederate  army  were 
turning  toward  each  other.  Longstreet,  holding  Pres- 
ton in  reserve,  carried  on  the  battle  with  Hood's  corps 
and  Hindman's  division.  Brannan,  Wood,  and  Granger,  , 
aided  by  such  regiments  as  Thomas  could  spare  from  his 
left, — his  two  wings  being  now  almost  back  to  back, — 
fought  for  every  inch  of  ground.  Although  without 
field-works,  their  position  tipon  the  side  of  Missionary 
Ridge  afforded  a  protection  which  was  utilized  to  tlie 
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fullest  exteot.  Hmdman  was  repulsed,  and  Johnson, 
now  commanding  Hood's  corps,  shared  a  like  fate. 
About  five  o'clock  Preston  was  advanced  to  their  relief, 
and  the  battle  along  that  line  was  renewed;  but  the 
enemy  still  held  their  position  successfully.  It  was 
Boon  to  end,  however.  Polk's  line,  sweeping  up  over 
the  State  road,  crushed  the  Federal  left,  and,  catching 
its  right  in  flank  and  rear,  the  resistance  in  front  of 
Longstreet  melted  away,  and  with  the  fall  of  night 
disappeared.  Never  will  the  writer  forget  the  "rebel 
yell"  which  proclaimed  this  triumph ;  for,  rising  higher 
and  higher,  and  echoing  and  re-echoing  from  wing  to 
wing,  it  told  to  friend  and  foe  that  victory  that  night 
rested  with  the  Confederacy. 

It  probably  never  happened  before  that  a  great  battle  waa 
fought  to  its  bloody  conclosioQ  with  the  commanders  of  each 
side  away  from  the  field  of  conflict.  But  the  Federals  were  in 
the  hands  of  the  indomitable  Thomas,  and  the  Confederates 
were  under  their  two  heroic  wing-oommanders.^ 

The  immediate  results  were  8000  prisoners,  36  pieces 
of  artillery,  15,000  stand  of  small-arms,  25  stand  of 
colors  and  guidons,  numbers  of  wagons  and  ambulances, 
and  quantities  of  ammunition,  hospital  stores,  etc. 

General  Polk  established  his  headquarters  in  the  en- 
emy's works  at  the  State  road,  and  sent  out  scouts  to 
ascertain  the  whereabouts  of  the  enemy.  The  scouts 
returned  and  reported  that  tliere  was  no  enemy  in  front. 

He  then  sent  Colonel  Spenee,  of  his  staff,  to  General 
Bra^,  to  report  the  situation  of  the  right  wing,  and  to 
say  that  the  enemy  had  been  driven  from  every  position 
in  his  front  and  was  now  in  full  retreat. 

Colonel  Spenee  made  the  report  accordingly,  and  at 

1  LieDtetiant-a«aaTal  Hill,  "  Battles  and  Leeders  of  the  Civil  War." 
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the  request  of  the  commandiDg  general  General  Polk 
went  to  army  headquEirters,  which  he  reached  some  time 
after  midnight.  As  to  what  occurred  at  this  interview, 
we  give  the  statement  of  Colonel  W.  D.  Oale,  General 
Polk's  aide-de-camp : 

I  have  a  most  vivid  recollection  of  what  occurred  so  Ear  as  I 
had  aa  opportunity  to  see  and  hear.  About  eleven  or  twelve 
at  night,  on  the  last  day  oF  the  battle,  I  rode  with  General 
Polk  from  hiB  bivouac  among  the  dead  and  dying,  in  Thomas's 
entrenched  Hne,  to  Qeneral  Bragg's  headquarters.  General 
Bragg  had  gone  to  bed,  but  got  up  to  hsten  to  his  report  of 
the  day's  work  of  his  forces.  General  Polk  ur^d  upon  him 
the  fact  that  the  enemy  was  routed  and  flying  precipitately 
from  the  field,  and  that  then  was  the  opportunity  to  finish  the 
work  by  the  capture  or  destruetion  of  his  army  by  prompt 
pursuit,  before  he  had  time  to  reoi^pmize  and  throw  up 
defenses  at  Chattanooga.  General  Bragg  could  not  be  in- 
duced to  look  at  it  in  that  hght,  and  refused  to  beheve  that  he 
had  won  a  victory. 

Barely  has  there  been  a  battle  in  which  troops  were 
so  little  mixed  up,  and  in  which  organization  was  so 
little  disturbed.  Polk's  wing  was  ready  to  march  or 
fight  at  dawn  in  the  morning, — with  thinned  ranks,  it 
is  true,  but  with  buoyant  and  exultant  spirits. 

Similar  statements  are  applicable  to  the  left  wing 
under  Longstreet,  who  doabtlees  expected  prompt  orders 
to  pursue,  for  in  his  official  report  he  says: 

As  it  was  almost  dark,  I  ordered  my  line  to  remain  as  it  was ; 
ammunition -boxes  to  be  refilled,  stragglers  to  be  collected,  and 
everything  in  readiness  for  the  pursuit  in  the  morning. 

After  the  interview  with  General  Bra^,  Polkieturaed 
to  his  quarters  in  the  hope  that  he  might  receive  orders, 
in  common  with  the  left  wing,  to  push  forward  at  dawn. 
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An  order,  at  length,  was  seat;  it  -was  for  Cheatluuu's 
dhTsion  to  reconnoiter  ground  already  scouted  over,  and 
for  details  to  gather  spoils  and  bury  the  dead. 

While  General  Polk  was  waiting  on  his  line  for 
further  orders,  he  received  the  following  note  from 
Forrest  in  the  front: 

On  the  Road,  9  a.m.,  September  21, 1863. 
General:  We  are  in  a  mile  of  Rossville.    Have  been  on  the 
point  of  Mi^onary  Bidge.    Can  see  Chattanooga  and  every- 
thing around  it.    The  enemy's  trains    are    leaving,  going 
around  the  point  of  Lookout  Mountain,     The  prisoners  cap- 
tured report  the  pontoons  thrown  across  for  the  purpose  of 
retreating.    I  think  they  are  evacuating  as  hard  as  they  can 
go.    They  are  cutting  timber  down  to  obstruct  our  passing. 
I  think  we  ought  to  press  forward  as  rapidly  as  possible, 
(Please  forward  to  General  Bragg.) 
Respectfully,  eta., 

N.  B.  Forrest,  Brigadier-GenercU. 
To  Lieutenant- General  Polk, 

The  note  was  promptly  forwarded  to  General  Bragg, 
but  the  rare  and  high  occasion,  reached  only  by  such 
generous  and  splendid  sacrifice,  was  gradually  sinking 
into  the  slough  of  lost  opportunities. 

Prom  the  battlefield  General  Polk  wrote  Mrs.  Polk : 

September  21, 1863. 
I  write  a  hurried  fine  only  to  say  that  by  the  mercy  of  God 
I  am  unhurt  in  the  operations  of  the  last  two  days,  and  so  are 
our  son  and  son-in-law.  The  work  has  been  very  heavy,  but 
we  have  driven  them  both  days  before  us.  We  have  fought 
all  of  Roseorans'  army,  especially  yesterday.  We  have  just 
heard,  at  S  a.m.,  that  he  has  retreat«d  to  Chattanooga.  We 
shall  punue.  The  Lord  has  been  very  giacioua  and  merciful 
to  us,  and  baft  blessed  us ;  for  which  I  feel,  and  hope  we  all  feci, 
truly  gratefuL    May  His  blessing  still  rest  upon  us. 
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On  the  afternoon  of  the  21st  the  order  to  advance 
was  given ;  it  was  not,  however,  to  Chattanooga,  but  to 
occupy  the  high  ground  of  Missionary  Ridge  overlook- 
ing the  town. 

The  commanding  general  now  invested  the  town :  the 
right  wing,  under  Polk,  resting  on  the  Tennessee  River 
ahove  the  town ;  the  left,  under  Longstreet,  resting  on 
the  river  below  the  town,  at  Lookout  Mountain. 

Three  days  had  now  elapsed  since  Rosecrans  entered 
Chattanooga  with  his  fleeing  and  confused  army.  He 
was  strongly  intrenched,  and,  grateful  for  the  breathing- 
time  allowed  to  him,  stood  at  bay. 

It  is  ditBcult  to  understand  the  apathy  shown  by  Gen- 
eral Bra^g  upon  the  afternoon  and  evening  of  the  clos- 
ing day  of  the  battle.  He  did  not  show  himself  upon 
General  Polk's  line  after  the  repulse  of  the  morning, 
and,  beyond  sending  orders  to  attack,  gave  General  Polk 
no  indication  that  he  was  specially  concerned  with  what 
was  going  on  upon  the  right.  An  explanation  may 
possibly  be  found  in  a  letter  from  Longstreet  to  Hill, 
written  in  July,  1884. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  Bra^  thought  at  3  F.u.  that  the  battle 
was  lost,  though  he  did  not  say  so  pomtively.  t  asked  him  at 
that  time  to  reinforce  me  with  a  few  troops  that  had  not  been 
so  severely  engaged  as  mine,  and  to  allow  me  to  go  down  the 
Dry  Valley  Road,  so  as  to  interpose  behind  Thomas  and  cut  off 
Ills  retreat  to  Chattanooga,  at  the  aame  time  pursuing  the 
troops  that  I  had  beaten  back  from  my  front.  His  reply,  as 
well  as  1  can  remember,  was  that  he  had  no  troops  except  my 
own  that  had  any  fight  left  in  them,  and  that  I  should  remain 
in  the  position  in  whieh  I  then  was.  After  telling  me  this,  he 
left  me,  saying :  '*  Qeneral,  if  anything  happens,  oommunicate 
with  me  at  Reed's  Bridge."  In  reading  Bragg's  report,  I  was 
struck  with  his  remark  that  the  momii^  after  the  battle  "he 
found  the  ever-vigilant  General  Liddell  feeling  his  way  to 
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find  the  enemy."  Inasmuch  as  every  one  in  his  army  was 
supposed  to  know  on  the  night  of  the  battle  that  we  had  won 
a  complete  victory,  it  seemed  to  me  quite  ludicrous  that  an 
officer  should  be  commended  for  his  vigUanoe  the  next  morn- 
ing in  looking  for  the  enemy  in  his  immediate  presence.  1 
know  tliat  I  was  then  laying  a  plan  by  which  we  might  over- 
haul the  enemy  at  Chattanooga  or  between  that  point  and 
Nashville.  It  did  not  occur  to  me  on  the  night  of  the  20th  to 
send  Bragg  word  of  our  complete  success.  I  thought  that 
the  loud  huzzas  that  spread  over  the  field  just  at  dark  were  a 
BufBoient  assurance  and  notice  to  auy  one  within  five  miles 

of  UB.1 

A  week  after  the  battle,  General  Polk  wrote  the  follow- 
ing letter  to  Ills  wife,  in  which  he  pays  a  fitting  tribute 
to  his  ever-faithful  friend  and  aide-de-camp,  Lieutenant 
W.  B.  Richmond,  who  was  killed  in  the  battle  of  the30tli ; 

SUNDiV,  ON  THE  TOP  OP  MISSIONARY  RlUGE, 

In  peont  op  Chattanooga,  Sept.  27, 1863. 
My  beloved  wife:  This  day  a  week  ago  we  fought  the  battle 
of  Chickamauga,  and  it  was  a  great  success.  We  shotJd  have 
made  more  out  of  it.  The  enclosed  copies  of  letters  will  show 
why  we  have  not.  Still  it  was  a  great  triumph  of  arms.  I 
wrote  you  a  note  from  the  battlefield,  which  1  hope  you  got. 
I  Bai<!  all  of  us  were  safe,  l)ut,  soon  after,  we  found  poor  Rich- 
mond's body,  my  dear  and  faithful  and  attached  yonng  friend. 
We  lost  sight  of  him  during  the  day,  and  found  his  body  nest 
morning  lying  within  sixty  yards  of  my  camp,  near  the  ene- 
my's breastworks.  He  was  one  of  the  purest  young  meu  I 
ever  knew,  and  possessed  in  an  eminent  degree  some  of  the 
highest  of  human  qualifications.  I  mourn  for  him  as  for  a 
child.  He  was  shot  through  the  head,  and  was  killed  dead 
from  his  saddle.  I  shall  ever  cherish  his  memory  most  fondly 
I  am  now  looking  down  from  the  top  of  Missionary  Ridge  into 
Chattanooga  and  into  the  enemy's  camp.  I  do  not  think  we 
will  attack  him,  but  will  learn  his  plans.     But  we  are  very 

1,  "Battles  and  LHoders  of  the  (Svil  War."  vol  iJi,  p.  6S0. 
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tired  of  the  delay.  The  troops  are  in  fine  spirits;  our  losses 
have  been  large,  but  not  out  of  proportion  to  those  of  our 
adversary.    He  suffered  very  severely. 

All  my  BtaS  escaped  injury  except  poor  Richmond.  Sayers, 
my  Irish  engineer,  was  captured.  We  shall  make  a  forward 
movement  in  a  few  days,  I  think,  without  doubt,  and  we  are 
quite  confident  as  to  the  future. 

We  look  to  God  tor  His  blessing. 

The  forward  movement,  however,  was  never  made. 
An  investment  was  attempted,  wliieh  was  soon  broken 
by  the  reinforcements  sent  forward  to  Rosecrans'  relief. 
Thns  ended  tlie  Chickamanga  campaign. 

The  student  of  the  military  operations  of  the  Civil 
War  will  find  abundant  material  from  which  to  draw 
valnable  deductions ;  but  in  none  of  it  will  he  find  more 
useful  lessons  than  can  be  discovei-ed  by  the  study  of 
that  which  bears  upon  the  problems  presented  in  the 
campaigns  and  battles  of  this  army.  It  is  not  within 
the  province  of  Uiis  work  to  enter  upon  so  extensive  a 
subject,  but  it  is  a  part  of  it  to  present  facts  which  are 
involved  tlierein. 

There  is  no  factor  of  war  of  more  importance  than 
the  spirit  of  any  anny  in  the  midst  of  battle ;  and  noth- 
ing reveals  this  better  than  the  percentage  of  its  loss  in 
killed  and  wounded.  In  honoring  this  army  we  now 
present  a  statement  of  this  loss  in  the  four  battles  whii^h 
it  fought  in  the  seventeen  months  ending  with  the  bat- 
tle of  Chickamauga.  It  is  unfortunate  that  these  tables 
have  not  been  made  to  cover  the  cavalry  of  the  army, 
The  omission  was  compelled,  however,  because  of  the 
difficulty  experienced  in  gathering  adequate  data.  This 
is  not  essential  to  our  purpose,  however,  as  that  is  fully 
reached  vrith  the  infantry  and  artillery,  the  tables  cover- 
ing both  fully. 
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ti  I      *    Pi 

Shiloh.  S  m            ^  s  "^   g 

Polk'B  Corps 9,136  385  1,953  19  .27 

Bragg'a  Corps  . . .  13,589  553  2,441  634  .25 

Hardee's  Corps  , .  6,789  404  1,936  141  .34 

Btwldiuidge's  C.  6,439  386  1,682  165  .32 

Total 35,053      1,728       8,012      959        .29 

Peebyville. 

Hardee's  Corps,  )         ^^f^         gj^,        2,635       251         .20 

Cheathftm'sDiv'n  > 

Total 16,000        510       2,635      251        .20 

murfbeesboro. 

Polk's  Corpa 14,118  Kl  3,662  135  .31 

Hardee's  Corps  . .  14,069  ^6  3,056  583  .29 

McCown'sDiy'n..  4,414  94  762  106  .21 

JackBon's  Br^de  874  41  262  —  .34 

Total 33,475  1,251  7,742  824  .29 

Chickamauoa. 

'"t^h.Wi.g      !!S!i;™i  »«  6,566  1,344  ^ 

"■T^tg        iiKsSi  '^1  M33  M  .32 

ToTALi...  iSjp}^'^!^}  3,012  12,999  2,084  .32 

Eecapitulating  the  percentage  of  loss  in  killed  and 
irouaded  in  these  several  battles,  and  stating  it  in  nu- 
merical order,  we  have :  Penyville,  20 ;  Shiloh,  29 ;  Mur- 

■  The  percentage  tor  Chickamanga  is  eetlnsted  upon  the  total  force  en- 
gaged in  the  battle ;  the  loss  sustained  on  the  19th  was  aboat  nentraUzed 
by  troops  belonging  to  Longstreet's  corps  and  Walker's  division,  which 
arrlTed  during  the  night  of  the  19th. 
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freesboro,  29 ;  Chiekaniauga,  32,  This  record  of  bravery 
and  endurance  is  rendei-ed  more  valuable  by  comparing 
it  with  that  fiuTushed  by  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia 
in  the  greatest  of  its  battles,  Gettysburg. 

General  Lee  fought  the  battle  of  Gettysbiu^  witli 
62,000  men  of  all  arms,  and  lost  2592  kiUed,  12,709 
wounded,  and  5150  missing,  making  a  total  of  20,451, 
with  a  percentage  of  loss  in  killed  and  wounded,  ex- 
elusive  of  cavalry,  of  about  25.  Estimated  upon  the 
same  basis,  the  Federal  loss  at  Shiloh  was  27,  at  Gettys- 
burg about  22,  and  at  Ghiekamauga  26J. 

Additional  interest  may  now  be  given  these  statements 
of  losses  bj'  placing  them  beside  those  presented  by  other 
armies  in  some  of  the  decisive  battles  of  the  world.  We 
are  able  to  do  this  by  producing  the  following  extract 
from  an  address  made  by  Lieutenant- General  Wheeler 
before  a  joint  gathering  of  Confederate  veterans  and  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland,  at  Chattanooga,  in  1881. 

Waterloo  was  one  of  the  most  desperate  and  bloody  fields 
chronicled  in  European  history,  and  yet  Wellington's  casual- 
ties were  less  than  12  per  cent.,  his  losses  being  2432  MUed 
and  9528  wounded  out  of  90,000  men.  At  the  great  battle 
of  Wagram,  Napoleon  lost  but  about  5  per  cent.  At  Wurz- 
bnrg  the  French  lost  but  3i  per  cent.,  and  yet  the  anny  gave 
up  the  field  and  retreated  to  the  Rhine.  At  Bacour,  Uarshal 
Saxe  lost  but  2i  per  cent.  At  Zurich  Massena  lost  but  8  per 
eeut.  At  Lagriz  Frederick  lost  but  6^  per  cent.  At  Mat- 
plaquet  Marlborough  lost  but  10  per  cent.,  aod  at  Bamillies 
the  same  intrepid  commander  lost  but  6  per  cent.  At  Contras 
Henry  of  Navarre  was'reported  as  cut  to  pieces,  yet  his  loss 
was  less  thau  10  per  cent.  At  Lodi  Napoleon  lost  li  per  cent. 
At  Valmi  Frederick  lost  but  3  per  cent.,  and  at  the  great 
battles  of  Marengo  and  Auiiterlitz,  sanguinary  as  they  were, 
Napoleon  lost  an  average  of  less  than  14f  per  cent.  At  Ma- 
genta and  Solferino,  in  1859,  the  average  loss  of  both  armies 
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was  less  thfm  9  per  cent.  At  Eoniggrstz,  in  1866,  it  was 
6  per  cent.  At  WSrth,  Speclieran,  Mare  la  Tour,  Oravelotte, 
and  Sedan,  in  1870,  the  average  loss  was  12  per  cent.  At 
Linden  General  Moreau  lost  but  4  per  cent.,  and  the  Arch- 
duke John  lost  bat  7  per  cent,  in  killed  and  wounded. 

Thirty-two  per  cent,  of  killed  and  wouoded  moBi, 
then,  be  accepted  as  an  index  of  the  spirit  with  which 
the  Army  of  Tennessee  performed  the  duty  devolved 
upon  it  at  Chiekanuiuga.  How  far  its  commanding 
general  met  the  duties  which  devolved  upon  him  as  il^ 
leader  may  be  gathered  from  what  has  lieen  said  in  this 
narrative,  and  from  the  letters  we  now  present. 

HKAJ>QnABTEItS,  NEAB  ChATTANOOOA, 

September  26, 1863. 
Hon.  J.  A.  Sbddon,  Sterttary  <tf  War. 

Sir:  May  I  take  the  liberty  t«  advise  you  of  our  condition 
and  our  wants  1  On  the  20th  instant,  after  a  very  severe  bat- 
tle, we  gained  a  complete  and  glorious  victory  —  tlie  most  com- 
plete victory  of  the  war,  escept,  perhaps,  the  first  ManassaB. 
On  the  raominff  of  the  21at,  General  Bragg  asked  my  opinion 
as  to  our  best  course.  I  suggested  at  once  to  strike  at  Bum- 
«de,  and,  if  he  made  his  escape,  ta  march  upon  Bosecrans' 
communications  in  rear  of  Nashville.  He  seemed  to  adopt  the 
suggestion,  and  gave  the  order  to  march  at  four  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon.  The  right  wing  of  the  armymarohed  some  8  or  10 
miles,  my  command  following  nest  day  at  daylight.  I  was 
halted  at  the  crossing  of  the  Chickamat^a,  and  on  the  night 
of  the  22d  the  army  was  ordered  to  march  for  Chattanooga, 
thus  giving  the  enemy  two  days  and  a  half  to  strengthen  the 
fortifications  here  already  prepared  for  him  by  ourselves. 
Here  we  have  remained  nnder  instructions  that  the  enemy 
shall  not  be  assaulted.  To  express  my  convictions  in  a  few 
words,  our  chief  has  done  but  one  thing  that  he  ought  to 
have  done  since  I  joined  his  army, — that  was  to  order  the 
attack  upon  the  20th.    All  other  things  that  he  has  done 
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he  ought  not  to  have  done.  I  am  convinced  that  nothing  but 
the  hand  of  God  can  save  us  or  help  us  as  long  as  we  have 
our  present  commander. 

Now  to  our  wants.  Can't  you  send  us  General  Leet  The 
army  in  Virginia  can  operate  defensively,  while  our  operations 
here  should  be  offensive^ until  we  have  recovered  Tennes- 
see, at  all  events.  We  need  some  such  great  mind  as  Qoneral 
Lee's  (nothing  more)  to  accomplish  this.  You  will  be  sur- 
prised to  learn  that  tbis  army  bus  neither  organization  nor 
mobility,  and  I  have  doubts  if  its  commander  can  give  it  to 
them.  In  an  ordinary  war  I  could  serve  without  complaint 
under  any  one  whom  the  government  might  place  in  authority ; 
but  we  have  too  much  at  stake  in  this  to  remain  quiet  under 
such  distressing  circumstances.  Our  most  precious  blood  is 
now  flowing  in  streams  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains, and  may  yet  be  exhausted  before  we  have  succeeded. 
Then  goeshonor,  treasure,  and  independence.  When  I  came 
here  I  hoped  to  find  our  commander  willing  and  anxious  to  do 
all  things  that  would  aid  us  in  our  great  cause,  and  ready  to 
receive  what  aid  be  could  get  from  his  subordinates.  It  seems 
that  I  was  greatiy  mistaken.  It  seems  that  he  cannot  adopt 
and  adhere  to  any  plan  or  course,  whether  of  his  own  or  of 
some  one  else.  I  desire  to  impress  upon  your  mind  that  there 
is  no  exaggeration  in  these  statements, — on  the  contrary,  I 
have  failed  to  express  my  convictions  to  the  fullest  extent. 
All  that  I  can  add  without  making  this  letter  exceedingly  long 
is  to  pray  you  to  help  us,  and  speedily. 

I  remain,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  most  obedient 
servant,  j    Lonostbebt,  Lteutenant-GenerdL 

HEADQlTARTEBe,  PoLK'8  CoKFS, 

In  the  Field  before  Ohattanooqa, 
September  27, 1863. 
Genbrai.  [R.  E.]  Lee, 

Care  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  Sickmond,  Ya. 
My  dear  General :  General  Longstreet  informs  me  he  has 
written  you  on  the  subject  of  coming  to  our  help  in  the  West. 
Allow  me  to  unite  with  bi-m  in  aa  earnest  appeal  to  you  to 


b>  Google 


290  APPEAL  TO  GENERAL  LEE.  [1863 

give  us  the  benefit  of  your  skill  and  judgment  and  experience 
at  this  most  important  orisia.  We  have  gained  a  signal  victory, 
under  God's  blessii^,  over  our  enemy,  but  I  greatly  fear  we 
are  about  to  lose  the  fruits  of  it  for  the  want  of  tiie  neoessary 
capacity  to  reap  tbem.  I  speak  advisedly,  and  after  a  very 
fanuliar  acquaintance  with  the  mind  and  character  of  the  offi- 
cer commanding  this  army,  when  I  say  we  must  have  a  change 
before  any  permanent  success  can  be  had  in  this  region.  The 
eyes  of  all  would  look  to  you,  could  you  come ;  Longstreet 
thinks  you  can  without  serious  detriment  to  the  interests  of 
the  Army  of  Vii^nia,  leaving  it  in  the  hands  of  one  of  your 
well-trained  lieutenants.  If  both  armies  were  driven  back  to 
the  Mississippi,  and  Tennessee,  not  to  say  Kentucky,  freed,  and 
we  on  Grant's  line  of  communications  and  in  connection  with 
the  Trans-Mississippi  Army,  we  might,  by  moving  south, 
make  short  work  of  the  army  of  the  latter. 

May  I  not  then,  general,  again  beg  you  to  give'this  matter 
your  respectful  and  serious  attention,  and  see  whether,  as  a 
question  of  duty  to  our  suffering  command,  it  be  not  proper 
for  you  to  come  over  and  help  usi 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  truly  yours, 

L.  Polk,  Lieutenant-General  Commanding. 

Camp  Raffahannock,  October  26,  1863. 
General  L.  Polk. 

My  dear  General:  I  received  your  letter  of  the  27th  ultimo 
the  day  I  was  about  to  make  a  move  upon  General  Meade  to 
prevent  his  further  reinforcii^  General  Rosecrans.  1  have 
been  unable  to  reply  before  now.  I  have  rejoiced  exceedingly 
at  your  great  victory,  and  heartily  wished  that  the  advant^^es 
gained  could  be  pursued  and  confirmed.  I  am  indebted,  I 
know,  entirely  to  your  kind  feelings  for  the  proposition  made 
to  roe,  I  wish  I  could  he  of  any  service  in  the  West,  but  I  do 
not  feel  that  I  could  do  much  anywhere.  In  addition  to  other 
infirmities,  I  have  been  for  more  than  a  month  a  great  sufferer 
from  rheumatism  in  my  back,  so  that  I  can  hardly  get  about. 
I  hope  the  President  has  been  able  to  rectify  all  difficulties  in 
your  army,  and  that  Bosecrans  will  at  last  he  obliged  to  aban- 
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don  his  poffltion.    I  trust  that  you  are  again  with  your  com- 
mand, and  that  B.  merciful  God  will  continue  His  blessings  to 
us  and  shield  us  from  any  danger.    That  He  may  have  you 
and  your  brave  army  under  His  care  is  my  earnest  prayer. 
I  am,  general,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 
R.  E.  Lee. 

The  answer  which  the  government  gave  to  these  ap- 
peals is  shown  in  a  lett«r  from  General  Bragg's  chief -of- 
staff  to  General  Joseph  E.  Johnston ;  and,  as  it  also  re- 
veals a  eorrohoration  by  the  mass  of  General  Bragg's 
general  officers  of  the  opinions  concerning  his  incapac- 
ity which  were  disregarded,  its  essential  parta  are  repro- 
duced here. 

MiSBiONAKY  RiDOE,  October  13, 1863. 
General  J.  E.  Johhstoh,  Commanding,  etc. 

My  dear  Joe :  Mr.  Davis  arrived  on  Friday ,  and  goes  to-day — 
it  is  said  by  bis  staff  —  on  a  visit  to  you.  He  has  decided  to 
retain  Bragg,  though  he  must  have  been  fully  satisfied  of  his 
unpopularity,  and  the  decided  opposition  of  the  mass  of  the 
generals.'  I  think  Longstreet  has  done  more  injury  to  the 
general  than  all  the  others  put  together.  You  may  under- 
stand how  much  influence  with  his  troops  a  remark  from  a 
man  of  his  standing  would  have, — to  the  eSect  that  Bra^  was 
not  on  the  field,  and  Lee  would  have  been.  Pemberton  con- 
sulted me  about  staying  here  in  command  of  a  corps.  I  told 
him  that  there  was  not  a  division  in  this  army  that  would  be 
willing  to  receive  him ;  that  I  was  sorry  to  be  obUged  to  teU 
him  so  unpleasant  a  truth,  but  so  it  was.  He  told  me  Bragg 
wanted  him  to  stay.  I  told  bim  that  Bra^  ought  to  under- 
stand the  t«mper  of  his  army  better  than  I  did,  but  that  we 
did  not  always  agree  upon  the  point.  He  goes  away,  how- 
ever. I  am  in  a  strait.  I  think  I  ought  to  go,  and  at  the 
same  time  1  feel  that,  if  I  left  now,  1  would  be  looked  upon  ae 

I  Hr.  Davis  called  Wither  the  leading  oBicera  at  theuruy,  and  asked 
o(  them  their  opinion  of  Qenerol  Bragg's  capacity  as  commander.  The 
opinions  were  advene. 
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tiyiiig  to  add  to  the  disoontent.  I  am,  -^  for  the  itrst  time,  I 
think,  in  my  life,  —  after  serions  reflection,  onabie  to  make  np 
my  mind  as  to  tlie  right,  tbongh  I  do  not  presume  to  say  the 
conelnsioii  was  always  wise. 

Hill  will  be  relieved  :  who  will  take  Polk's  and  his  placse  is 
yet  unknown.  I  would  not  be  surprised  if  was  pro- 
moted, and  thus  the  discontent  of  the  Army  of  Tennessee 
increased.  .  .  . 

Fairness  now  demands  that  the  reader  should  be 
referred  to  General  Bragg's  official  report '  of  the  battle 
of  Cliickamauga.  It  will  be  seen  that  he  in  no  way  held 
himself  chargeable  for  any  of  the  errors  ,conmiitted  in 
tlie  campaign  or  the  battle.  Others  were  responsible, 
the  chief  delinquent  being,  as  there  expressed,  General 
Polk.  At  a  subsei^uent  period  General  Bragg  modified 
his  views  coneeming  Polk's  responsibility,  as  will  appear 
in  an  extract  from  a  letter  wliieli  will  be  presented  later. 
But  he  gave  prompt  exprfession  to  his  feeling  after  tlie 
battle,  as  we  will  now  relate. 

On  September  22  General  Polk  received  an  official  note 
from  General  Bi-a^,  asking  for  reasons  for  tlie  delay  in 
the  attack  on  the  morning  of  Uie  20th.  Engrossed  with 
the  movement  upon  Missionary  Bidge  and  the  establish- 
ing of  his  wing  of  the  army  in  position  before  Chatta- 
nooga, he  did  not  reply  at  once.  So  on  the  25th  a  re- 
minder was  sent,  asking  for  a  speedy  reply.  On  the 
30th  he  s^nt  the  following  letter: 

Headquaktebs,  Polk's  Corps,  Aemt  or  Tennessee, 
MteSiONAKY  Ridge,  September  28, 1863. 

LiBDTBNAMT-COLONBL  GEORGE  WILLIAM  BBENT, 

Asgistant  A^utant- General. 
Colonel:  In  reply  to  your  communication  I  would  respect- 
fully submit  to  the  commandiog  general  the  following  state-  ■ 

•  ■■  Offldsl  Beeorda,  War  o(  Eebellion,"  vol,  ra,  pt.  U,  pp.  26-37. 
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meat  explanatory  of  the  failnre  to  make  an  attack  upon  the 
enemy  as  ordered  at  daylight  on  the  20th: 

After  leaving  army  headquartere  on  the  night  of  the  19th, 
where  I  received  a  verbal  order  to  attack  the  enemy  at  day- 
light, I  rode  immediately  to  my  headquarters  beyond  Alex- 
ander's Bridge,  where  I  arrived  at  11  p.m.  On  the  way,  accom- 
panied by  General  Brockinridge,  I  met  with  a  stafF-offleer  of 
Lieutenant-General  Hill,  to  whom  I  communicated  my  orders, 
and  from  whom  t  learned  that  G-eneral  Hill's  headquarters 
were  at  Thedf  ord's  Ford.  I  asked  him  to  say  to  General  Hill 
that  my  headquarters  were  beyond  and  near  to  Alexander's 
Bridge,  and  that  I  desired  to  see  him  there.  On  arriving  at 
my  headquarters  I  issued  orders,  dated  11.30  [o'clock],  to 
Lieutenant- General  Hill  and  Major-Oeneral  Cheatham,  to 
attack  the  enemy  simultaneously  at  daylight.  General  Walker's 
diviMon  being  held  in  reserve.  I  also  posted  two  couriers  at 
the  bridge  to  keep  up  fires  and  inform  persons  where  my 
headquarters  were.  My  orders  were  sent  by  couriers  to  the 
headquarters  of  the  respective  generals — General  Hill's  to 
Thedford's  Ford.  The  couriers  to  Generals  Cheatham  and 
Walker  returned  promptly.  The  courier  sent  to  General  Hill, 
after  searching  for  the  general  through  the  night,  returned 
about  daylight,  saying  that  he  could  not  find  him.  General 
Hill  did  not  make  his  appearance  at  my  headquarters.  Hear- 
ing nothing  of  the  attack,  and  not  knowing  where  to  find 
General  Hilt,  I  sent  staff -ofBcers  in  haste  directly  to  Generals 
Breckinridge  and  Cleburne,  with  information  that  General 
Hill  could  not  be  found,  and  with  orders  to  make  the  attack  at 
once,  and  rode  mj'nelf  to  the  front.  Shortly  afterward  1  re- 
ceived, in  reply  to  these  orders,  a  communication  from  General 
HiU  stating  that  his  divisions  were  getting  their  rations  and 
would  not  be  ready  to  move  for  an  hour  or  more,  and  also  re- 
porting that  Breckinridge's  wagons  had  been  lost  between 
Thedford's  Ford  and  the  battlefield.  On  reaching  General 
Hill's  Une,  I  saw  General  Cleburne,  of  General  Hill's  corps, 
and  asked  if  he  had  received  my  order  to  attack.  He  said  he 
had  received  it  in  the  presence  of  General  HiU.  I  found  also 
that  General  Hill  liad  delayed  his  attack  in  consequence  of  a 
■  LieutenaDt-ColODel  Archer  Auderean,  General  Hill's  Chief  oC  Staff. 
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misapprehension  on  hia  part  as  to  the  relation  between  his 
line  and  that  of  General  Cheatham,  he  supposing  that  Cheat- 
ham's Une  was  formed,  aa  he  said,  on  his  left  at  nearly  a  right 
angle  to  his  own.  In  this  be  was  mistaken.  The  ration  of 
the  lines  was  snub  as  is  indicated  in  the  accompanying  dia- 
gram. General  Hill  mistook  the  line  of  one  of  Cheatham's 
reserve  brigade  (Jackson's)  for  that  of  his  front  line.  The 
order  to  attack  was  then  repeated  and  executed. 
Respectfully,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  Polk,  Lieulenant-General  Commanding. 


At  the  same  time  General  Polk  enclosed  a  copy  of 
this  letter  to  General  Hill,  and  wrote  him  as  follows : 

HEAI>QUAETEK8,  Missionaey  Rn>GE, 
September  .SO,  1863. 
Lieutenant-Gbnbeal  D.  H.  Hill. 

General:  You  will  remember,  in  a  conversation  held  with 
you  some  days  ago,  I  handed  you  an  order  from  army  head- 
quarters directing  me  to  furnish  an  explanation  of  my  failure 
to  attack  the  enemy  at  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  20th. 
You  will  remember,  also,  that  in  that  conversation  I  discussed 
with  you  the  reasons  which  had  caused  that  failure.  Those 
reasons,  as  I  understood  them,  I  embodied  in  an  answer  to 
the  above  order,  and  transmitted  them  aa  my  reply  to  the 
eoiBHHniding  guuflml.  A  copy  of  lltat  communiiiation  I  think 
it  proper  to  furnish  you.    You  will  find  it  herewith  enclosed. 
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So  far  OB  I  remember  there  was  but  oae  point  of  diSerenoe 
between  as  as  to  statemeats  contained  in  that  communication. 
That  was  as  to  the  relation  of  your  line  to  that  of  Qeneral 
Cheatham.  There  is  one  other  point  to  which  you  called  my 
attention,  and  on  which  it  may  be  proper  to  remark:  it  is 
that  in  which  I  stated  that  on  meeting  your  staff-officer  in 
the  road  on  the  night  of  the  19th  I  communicated  to  him  my 
orders.  You  replied:  "If  you  communicated  them  to  him, 
they  were  not  communicated  by  him  to  me."  On  this  point  I 
have  to  say  my  recollection  of  the  conversation  with  him  was 
that  I  had  orders  to  attack  at  dayUght ;  that  I  wished  you  to 
post  General  Breckinridge  as  a  supporting  force  to  Gonerai 
Cleburne,  and  that  I  wished  to  see  you  at  my  headquarters 
beyond  Alexander's  Bridge,  where  I  would  have  couriers 
posted  to  direct  you.  He  said  :  "  In  regard  to  the  posting  of 
the  troops  you  had  expressed  &  wish  to  place  Breckinridge  on 
Cleburne's  right."  I  replied:  "Then  tell  General  Hill  he 
may  post  his  troops  as  he  pleases."  In  reply  to  my  question 
where  your  headquarters  would  be,  he  said  they  would  be  at 
Thedford's  Ford. 

Referring  you  to  my  communication  of  yesterday's  date,  I 
remain,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  Polk,  Lieutenant-General. 

The  reply  which  General  Bragg  made  to  Polk  was  an 
order  suspending  him  from  command  and  directing  him 
to  proceed  to  Atlanta. 

On  February  8,  1873,  General  Bragg  wrote  a  letter  to 
a  friend,^  in  which  he  replied  very  fully  to  certain  ques- 
tions asked  him  concerning  the  campaign  and  battle 
of  Chiekamauga,  and  battle  of  Missionary  Ridge.  We 
have  already  quoted  fi-om  this  letter,  in  a  footnote  on 
page  251,  and  have  referred  to  it  as  indicating  a  modi- 
fication of  General  Bragg's  conclusions  expressed  in  his 

I  lietteF  M  Major  E.  T.  Sjke«,  of  Columbus,  Uiss.,  la  the  Library  of 
the  Southern  Historical  Association,  Richmond,  Va.  See  Appendix  B, 
chapter  vii. 
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official  report  concerDing  GSeneral  Polk's  reBpODsibilitj' 
for  the  delay  of  the  20th,  We  uow  present  such  parts 
of  it,  not  already  given,  as  relate  to  Polk,  it  being  proper 
that  tliey  sliould  be  read  in  connection  with  the  two 
letters  just  given. 

It  was  nine  o'clock  before  I  got  him  (Polk)  into  position, 
and  about  ten  before  the  attack  was  made,— ^iw  precious  hours, 
in  which  our  independence  might  have  been  won.  Aa  soon 
as  time  would  allow,  Qeneral  Polk  was  called  on  tar  an  ex- 
planation. The  order  given  him  the  n^ht  before  in  the 
presence  of  several  generals  was  plain,  explicit,  and  emphatic, 
and  before  he  left  me  he  was  asked  if  he  fully  understood  the 
order,  and  replied  in  the  affirmative.  His  explanatioQ  in 
writing  was  entirely  unsatisfactory,  as  it  placed  the  respon- 
sibihty  on  a  subordinate,  Lieutenant-General  Hill,  when  he 
(Qeneral  Polk)  was  himself  absent  from  the  field,  and  bad 
not  even  attempted  to  execute  his  orders  nur  informed  me  of 
their  having  been  disobeyed.  Breckinridge  and  Cheatham 
say  in  their  reports  [that]  Polk  told  them  during  the  night  he 
had  orders  to  attack  at  daybreak.  1  have  the  correspondence, 
but  cannot  now  place  my  hands  on  it.  .  .  . 

As  to  General  D,  H.  Hdl's  critical,  captious,  and  dictatorial 
manner,  etc.  This  manner  of  Hill's  and  his  general  deport- 
ment, united  to  the  fact  {which  came  to  my  knowledge  after 
Polk's  suspension  from  command)  that  Polk  did  order  two  of 
his  division  commanders  in  writing,  soon  after  sunrise,  to  at- 
tack, and  that  Hill,  being  present  in  person,  countermanded 
the  order,  without  notifymg  either  Polk  or  myself,  induced  me 
to  ask  his  suspension  from  command,  and  he  was  removed  by 
the  President  before  the  battle  of  Missionary  Ridge.  He  had, 
however,  greatly  demoralized  the  troops  be  commanded,  and 
sacrificed  thonaands  at  Chiokamauga. 

It  was  no  secret  at  the  time  that  General  Folk's  atti- 
tude in  simply  stating  the  facts  of  the  delay  for  which 
he  was  suspended  was  a  disappointment  to  the  com- 
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manding  general.  It  was  expected  that  he  would  take 
some  action  against  General  Hill;  but  for  obvious  rea- 
sons he  entertained  no  such  intention,  preferrii^  to 
accept  the  issue  as  General  Bragg  made  it,  and  leave  it 
there.  General  Br^g  was  therefore  obliged  to  act  for 
himself,  and  this  he  did  by  relieving  General  Hill  from 
his  command,  October  15.  The  followii^  letter  is  not 
without  interest  in  this  connection.' 

Charlotte,  N.  C,  October  26,  1863. 

General:  I  reached  home  on  the  24th  and  expect  to  remain 
until  I  hear  from  Richmond.  I  met  Gen'l  Polk  at  Atlanta, 
who  professed  much  friendship  and  kindness.  I  r^ret  that 
I  spoke  unkindly  of  him  in  regard  to  the  coalition  Bra^  pro- 
posed. I  am  satisfied  that  Polk  is  too  much  of  a  man  to  make 
a  compromise.  The  plan  was  to  make  me  responsible  to 
Polk's  supposed  delinquency  and  give  Pemberton  the  Corps. 
Polk's  manUness  and  P's  sense  of  propriety  defeated  the 
scheme.  Bragg's  great  object  vas  to  please  the  President 
and  at  the  same  IJme  account  to  the  country  for  his  failure. 
It  pained  me  inexpressibly  to  part  from  the  Corps  and  to  be 
absent  from  the  stirrii^  incidents  of  the  campaign.  But  it  is 
all  right.  I  hope  that  you  may  remain  permanently  in  chaise 
of  the  Corps.  It  is  reported  that  Rosencranz  has  been  re- 
lieved and  Grant  placed  in  charge.  If  so,  you  will  have  heavy 
odds  against  you  as  Grant  will  unite  his  army  to  that  of  R. 
surely.  Johnston  will  be  brought  up  to  command  at  Chatta- 
nooga. It  can't  be  possible  that  the  destiny  of  the  South  will 
still  be  committed  to  Bi^^. 

Will  always  be  glad  to  hear  from  you.  I  write  now,  not 
merely  out  of  friendship,  but  to  ask  that  you  will  forget  what 
I  said  about  the  coahtion.  Please  mention  the  matter  to 
General  Cleburne  and  tell  him  that  I  am  now  convinced  that 
.  Gen'l  Polk  never  became  a  part  to  it  and  that  Pemberton  also 
declined,  when  he  found  the  Division  Commanders  adverse 
to  him. 

'  Historical  Magaiine,  February,  1872,  page  1 19,  Morrisania,  N.  Y. 
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As  haa  already  been  said.  General  Polk  was  relieved 
from  his  command  (September  29),  and  in  accordance 
with  instructions  proceeded  to  Atlanta  to  await  further 
orders. 

The  view  which  he  took  of  General  Brad's  action 
toward  him,  and  the  manner  in  which  he  bore  himself, 
is  shown  in  the  following  extracts  from  letters  to  his 
family. 

Atlanta,  Ga.,  October  3,  1863. 

My  dear  Wife:  You  may  be  surprised  to  hear  from  me  at 
this  place.  ...  It  is  a  part  of  that  long-cherished  purpose  to 
avenge  himself  on  me  for  the  relief  and  support  I  have  given 
him  in  the  past,  and  the  jealousy  which  has  been  generated  in 
the  mind  of  the  commanding  general.  He  haa  attempted  tliis, 
as  you  know,  twice  before,  but  has  been  foiled.'  He  will  suc- 
ceed no  better  in  this  instance.  I  think  my  way  very  clear  be- 
fore me,  and  1  beg  you  to  be  assured  that  I  am  entirely  quiet 
and  undisturbed  by  this  demonstration.  There  is  but  one 
opinion  as  to  the  injustice  of  the  measure  among  my  own  corps, 
and,  as  I  learn,  among  a  large  part  of  the  army.  General  Hill 
sud  tome:  "I  take  the  blame  of  the  omission  to  attack,"  and 
General  Walker,  who  was  also  in  my  command,  says  it  is 
ridiculous  to  suspend  me  for  the  omission  of  Hill.  Buckaer 
told  me  it  was  absurd  and  impotent;  so  that  I  hope,  my  dear, 
you  will  feel  no  solicitude  on  the  subject.  .  ,  .  The  truth  is, 
General  Bragg  has  made  a  failure,  notwithstanding  the  suc- 
cess of  the  battle,  and  he  wants  a  scap^oat.  But  the  flimsi- 
ness  of  the  accusation  is  transparent  to  all. 

Atlanta,  October  10,  1863. 
■    My  dear  Daughter:  ...  I  hope  that  you  will  not  be  uneasy 
about  my  situation.     I  have  done  my  duty,  and  I  have  no 
fears  as  to  the  result  of  any  investigation  or  inquiry  that  may 

'  The  firgt  attempt  was  immediately  before  the  Kentucky  campaign. 
Brags  relieved  Polk  of  his  cumiDand  and  ordered  him  to  duty  at  Jack- 
BOD,  Miss.,  as  preddent  of  a  court  of  inquiry.    See  also  p.  94,  vol.  ii. 
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be  instituted.  I  had  no  idea  I  bad  ao  many  friends  as  I  find 
Hpringing  up  everywhere  since  the  act  of  persecution  has 
been  attempted.  The  feeling  in  the  army  upon  the  subject 
ia  fUl  I  could  desire;  my  brother  officers  feel  as  I  desire  they 
should. 

The  poor  man  who  is  the  author  of  this  trouble  is,  I  am  in- 
formed, as  much  to  be  pitied,  or  more,  than  the  object  of  his 
ill-feehng.  I  certainly  feel  a  lofty  contempt  for  his  puny 
effort  to  inflict  injury  upon  a  man  who  has  dry-nursed  him 
for  the  whole  period  of  his  connection  with  him,  and  has  kept 
him  from  ruining  the  cause  of  the  country  by  the  sacrifice  of 
its  armies. 

The  President  passed  through  here  night  before  last.  He 
stopped  here  during  the  night,  and  sent  for  me  to  come  and 
see  him.  He  said  he  had  heard  of  General  Brad's  action, 
which  he  thoi^ht  a  great  blunder,  which  he  deeply  r^retted, 
and  he  wanted  to  hear  my  version  of  the  matter  before  seeing 
General  Bragg.  I  gave  it  to  him  plainly  and  simply.  He  re- 
peated that  he  thought  it  very  unfortunate  in  every  way  for 
the  country  and  the  cause,  and  that  he  did  not  see  the  necessity 
for  the  action. 

He  has  gone  to  the  front,  and  told  me  that  he  would  see 
me  on  his  return. 

I  feet  absolutely  independent  in  the  whole  afFur,  and  am 
perfectly  satisfied  with  my  ability  to  take  care  of  myself. 

I  never  was  in  better  health,  and  am  also,  as  my  friends 
say,  in  marvelously  fine  spirits. 

In  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  his  action 
against  General  Polk,  General  Bragg  preferred  the  nec- 
essajy  charges,  but  the  government  dismissed  them.  The 
only  reply,  therefore,  which  General  Polk  had  opportu- 
nity to  make  to  this  action  is  contained  in  the  letter 
dated  Atlanta,  October  6,  1863,  given  in  the  Appendix 
to  this  chapter.  He  was  never  in  position  to  prepare 
an  official  report  of  the  campaign  and  battle  of  Chicka^ 
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mauga,  because  he  could  not  get  the  reports  of  his  sub- 
ordmatea, — all  of  them,  excepting  General  Hill's,  beli^ 
sent  direct  to  army  headquarters.  The  letter  announc- 
ing the  dismissal  both  of  the  charges  and  of  his  applica- 
tion for  a  court  of  inquiry,  is  now  given. 

Atlanta,  October  29. 
Lieutenant-General  Polk,  Atlanta,  Ga. 

General:  After  an  examination  into  the  causes  and  cir- 
cumstances attending  your  being  relieved  of  your  command 
with  the  army  commanded  by  General  Bragg,  I  have  arrived 
at  the  conclusion  that  there  is  nothing  attending  them  to 
justify  a  court-martial  or  a  court  of  inquiry,  and  I  therefore 
dismiss  the  application.  '  Your  assignment  to  a  new  field  of 
duty  alike  important  and  difficult  is  the  best  evidence  of  my 
appreciation  of  your  past  services  and  expectations  of  your 
future  career. 

I  am  very  truly  and  respectfully  yours, 

Jefferson  Davis. 

Before  writing  this  note,  Mr.  Davis  had  offered  to  re- 
place General  Polk  in  his  position  with  General  Brad's 
army,  saying  that  Bragg  would  consent.  But  Polk 
thought  every  reason  demanded  that  he  should  not 
return.  In  fa£t,  he  was  tired  holding  a  position  in 
which  for  his  own  protection  he  was  compelled  not  only 
to  watch  the  common  enemy,  but  be  ever  on  the  alert 
against  the  jealous  hostility  of  his  own  commander.' 
All  of  this  he  explained  to  Mr.  Davis,  who  then  sent  him 
to  replace  General  Hardee,  at  Enterprise,  Miss.,  Hardee 
taking  Polk's  position  in  the  Army  of  Tennessee. 

As  a  part  of  the  history  of  this  period,  it  is  necessary 
to  refer  again  to  the  action  of  President  Davis  in  the 
matter  of  retaining  General  Bragg  in  command  of  the 
vi,  pt.i,  p.  iiOi.   Polk 
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Army  of  Tennessee.  As  has  been  seen  in  General  Mac- 
kal['s  letter,  it  was  plain  that  the  general  officers  of  the 
army  preferred  a  change  of  commanders,  few  of  them 
having  confidence  in  General  Bragg's  ability  to  com- 
mand an  army.  The  question  of  a  successor  was  evi- 
dently the  one  of  greater  perplexity  to  Mr.  Davis.  He 
therefore  decided  to  face  what  he  considered  the  lesser, 
and  retained  General  Bragg  in  command,  thus  provid- 
ing additional  humiliation  for  this  ofEcer,  in  that  his 
retention  in  command  insured  the  disgrace  and  disaster 
of  Missionary  Ridge. 

For  let  it  be  noted  that  this  army,  which  two  months 
before,  at  /hickamauga,  had  faced  a  loss  in  killed  and 
wounded  of  nearly  one  man  in  every  three,  at  Mission- 
ary Ridge  practically  abandoned  its  lines,  to  avoid  being 
entrapped  in  a  position  from  which  it  doubted  the  ability 
of  its  commander  to  extricate  it, — the  insignificant  sum, 
in  killed  and  wounded,  of  2265  expressing  the  degree  of 
its  resistance  on  this  field.' 

No  doubt,  had  General  Bragg  been  left  free  by  the 
President  to  follow  his  own  inclination,  he  would  have 
voluntarily  surrendered  the  command  before  this  dis- 
aster. As  early  as  January  of  this  year,  at  the  time  of 
his  unfortunate  correspondence  with  his  generals  after 
the  battle  of  Murfreesboro.  in  anticipation  of  being 
superseded  by  General  Kirby  Smith,  he  had  written 
General  Johnston:  "Whenever  and  wherever  I  am  in 
the  way  of  a  better  man,  let  me  be  put  aside.  I  only 
ask  to  serve  the  cause  where  I  can  do  it  most  good, 
even  should  it  be  in  the  ranks."  His  attitude  toward 
the  general  government  was  well  expressed  in  a  letter 
to  Mr,  Davis  of  November  24, 1862,  where  he  said,  "  The 
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government  may  rest  assured  that  whatever  is  subject 
to  my  control  will  be  divided  to  the  last  pound  in  pro- 
motion of  the  whole  cause." 

This  attitude,  in  marked  contrast  to  that  of  some 
other  generals,  naturally  commended  him  to  the  govern- 
ment, which,  viewing  its  own  relations  with  General 
Bragg,  saw  little  more  than  insubordination  in  the  re- 
quest for  a  different  commander.  And  it  must  also  be 
said  that,  in  spite  of  General  Bragg's  conspicuous  failure 
as  commander  of  an  army  in  the  &eld,  and  his  evident 
inability  to  accept  and  face  the  ill  results  of  his  own 
official  acts,  yet  in  all  matters  touching  his  private  duty 
to  the  cause  of  the  South  he  was  unselfishness  itself.  No 
man  loved  it  better,  no  man  gave  it  more  devoted  ser- 
vice, none  laid  his  all  upon  its  altar  more  ungrudgingly, 
and  no  one  would  have  laid  down  his  life  for  it  more 
cheerfully. 
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Atlanta,  October  6, 1863. 
His  EXCEI.LENCT,  President  Datis. 

Mif  dear  Sir:  I  wrote  you  on  the  27th  ult.,  renewing  the 
expressioii  of  my  opinion  of  the  incapacity  of  General  Brags' 
for  the  responBible  office  of  commander-in-chief  of  the  Army 
of  Tennessee,  and  asking  that  he  sboold  be  replaced  by 
General  Lee  or  some  other.  It  is  proper  to  add  that  that 
lett«r  was  written  after  a  meeting,  by  appointment,  ofLien- 
tenant-Generals  Longstreet  and  Hil|  and  myself,  to  consider 
what  should  be  done  in  view  of  the  palpable  wealmess  and 
misman^^emeat  manifested  in  the  conduct  of  the  military 
opierations  of  this  array. 

It  was  agreed  that  I  should  address  you,  sir;  and  General 
LoQgstreet,  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  the  other  subject. 

Three  letters  were  written  and  forwarded,  and,  I  need  not 
add,  after  mature  deliberation  General  Hill  concurred  in  the 
necesMty  of  the  measure.  As  you  may  not  have  received 
these  letters  before  leaving  Richmond,  I  have  deemed  it 
proper  to  bring  them  to  yonr  notice. 

Two  days  subsequent  to  my  writing  this  letter  to  you,  I 
received  an  order  from  General  Bragg  suspending  me  from 
my  command  and  ordering  me  to  this  place.  Thb  order  was 
based  on  alleged  disobedience  in  not  attacking  the  enemy  at 
daylight  on  Sunday,  the  20th.  My  explanation  of  that  failure 
was  furnished  in  a  note,  of  which  the  accompanyii^  is  a 
copy.  In  this  paper  it  will  be  perceived,  first,  that  I  directed 
a  staff-officer  of  General  Hill  to  say  to  the  general  I  de^red 
to  see  him  at  my  headquarters,  that  he  might  receive  his 
orders  as  to  the  operations  of  the  following  day ;  second,  that 
tiiie  necessary  orders  wei«  issued  from  my  headquarters  at 
303 
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11.30  F.H.  to  Gleneial  Hill  and  to  Generals  Cheatham  and 
Walker,  and  dispatched  by  couriers.  Cheatham  and  Walker 
received  their  orders.  Hill  could  not  be  found  by  any  courier, 
nor  did  Hill  make  his  way  to  my  headquarters. 

These  facts  with  others,  you  will  observe,  were  embodied 
and  presented  to  the  commanding  general  in  reply  to  a  re- 
quest for  a  written  explanation  of  the  failure.  They  were 
pronounced  unsatisfactory,  and  the  order  for  my  KUBpensiou 
issued. 

For  the  delay  charged  I  cannot  feel  myself  responsible,  and 
it  should  be  observed,  by  whomsoever  caused,  it  did  not 
occasion  any  failure  in  our  success  in  the  battle,  for  the 
enemy  was  clearly  beaten  at  all  points  along  my  line  and 
fairly  driven  from  the  field. 

It  will  no  doubt  be  affirmed  that  had  the  attack  been  made 
at  daylight  the  enemy  would  have  been  overwhelmed,  Chatta- 
nooga taken,  ei«.,  etc.,  and  that  all  subsequent  delays  and 
miscarriages  are  to  be  set  down  to  that  account.  To  make 
this  affirmation  good  it  must  be  shown  that  at  the  close  of 
the  battle  that  night  such  a  condition  (£  things  was  developed 
as  to  make  pursuit  impossible,  and  that  it  was  equally  hope- 
leas  next  morning. 

This  will  not  be  pretended,  inasmuch  as  the  troops  at  the 
close  of  the  fight  were  in  the  very  highest  spirits,  ready  for 
any  service,  and  the  moon,  by  whose  guidance  the  enemy  fled 
from  the  field,  was  as  bright  to  guide  us  in  pursuit  as  the 
enemy  in  flight.  Besides,  if  the  commander-in-chief,  under  a 
delusion  be  took  no  pains  to  dispel,  thought  the  troops  were 
fatigued,  and  chose  to  put  ofi  pursuit  until  the  morning,  why 
did  he  not  attempt  it  then  1  Was  it  because  he  had  made  the 
discovery  that  the  enemy  had  made  his  retreat  int«  Chatta- 
nooga in  good  order,  and  there  he  was  secure  behind  ample 
fortifications  f  Not  at  all.  for  he  bad  no  reason  to  believe  that 
any  material  additions  liad  been  made  to  the  work  we  had 
begun  and  left  unfinished.  And  as  to  the  order  in  which  they 
entered  into  the  town.  General  Forrest,  who  pressed  them, 
in  a  dispatch  from  Missionary  Ridge,  dated  between  8  and  9 
A.M.,  Monday,  and  sent  through  me  to  the  commanding  gen- 
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eral,  informed  him  that  the  approaches  to  Chattanooga  were 
covered  with  troops,  wagons,  and  herds  of  cattle  ia  great  con- 
fusion, and  uj^ed  him  to  press  forward,  saying  tiiat  every 
hour  would  be  wortn  to  him  a  thousand  men. 

No,  sir !  General  Bragg  did  not  know  what  had  happened. 
He  let  down  as  usual,  and  allowed  the  fruits  of  the  great  but 
sanguiuary  victory  to  pass  from  him  by  the  most  criminal  in- 
capacity ;  for  there  are  positions  in  which  "  weakness  is  wick- 
edness," 

By  that  victory,  and  its  heavy  expenditure  of  the  life-blood 
of  the  Confederacy,  we  bought  and  paid  for  the  whole  of  the 
State  of  Temiessee  to  the  Mississippi  River,  at  the  very  least; 
and  all  that  was  wanted  was  to  have  gone  forward  and  taken 
possession  of  it.  It  was  but  a  repetition  of  our  old  story  in  the 
battles  of  the  West,  and  the  army  and  the  country  feel  that 
they  have  a  right  to  ask  for  a  thorough  investigation  of  the 
cause  of  such  repeated  and  grievous  failures,  that  the  respon- 
sibility may  be  fixed  where  it  properly  belongs. 

As  to  my  own  case,  my  experience  in  this  army  has  taught  me 
to  expect  such  a  movement  at  anytime  for  the  last  two  years- 
I  am  not,  therefore,  taken  by  surprise.  I  have  respectfully 
asked  of  the  Secretary  of  War  a  court  of  inquiry  at  the  ear- 
liest moment. 

I  remain,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  Folk,  Lieutenant-Gmeral. 
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We  present  here  the  most  extraordinary  document  we 
have  encountered  in  the  story  of  this  army.  The  pre- 
ceding chapter  presents  extracts  from  it  (pt^es  251  and 
252,  281  and  282)  which  relate  to  General  Polk,  and 
perhaps  it  is  as  far  as  I  should  go  in  this  book.  This 
would  be  so  but  for  the  foUowii^  announcement  which 
appeared  upon  the  front,  outside,  cover  of  the  Con- 
federate Veteran,  the  official  organ  of  the  Confederate 
Veterans,  June,  1913. 

"  The  Veteran  is  in  possesuon  of  a  letter  from  General  Brag^ 
that  may  never  be  published,  which  would  reverse  much  of 
the  critical  sentiment  against  him.  It  would  make  one  of  the 
saddest  chapters  in  the  four  years  of  tragedies.  No  man  can 
read  it  without  feeling  that  injustice  has  been  done  General 
Bragg,  and  he  would  be  less  critical  of  President  Davis  in 
having  him  as  counselor  at  Richmond  after  Gen.  Joseph  E. 
Johnston  succeeded  him  as  Commander  of  the  Army  of  Ten- 
nessee. 

"The  story  cannot  be  told  without  reflecting  upon  subor- 
dinate officers  whose  men  were  ardently  devoted  to  them. 
General  Bragg  states  of  one  that  his  'disobedience  of  orders 
enabled  the  enemy  under  Hooker  to  pass  Lookout  Mounttun 
and  join  Grant  in  Chattanooga.'  ...  He  also  charges  the 
o£Bcer  with  treason,  and  adds:  'Thus  I  yielded  to  the  Presi- 
dent's policy  and  sent  instead  of  ,  my  choice,  to 

capture ,'    The  letter  was  written  to  one  of  his  officers, 

and  devoted  friend,  in  1878." 
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As  soon  as  I  read  this  announcement,  I  wrote  the  editor 
and  urged  that  he  make  public  this  letter.  Famihar  with 
it,  I  felt  that  such  an  announcement  made  the  publication 
of  the  entire  letter  imperative.  But  he  hesitated.  The 
kindly  heart  of  this  staunch  Confederate  could  not  bring 
itself  to  inflict  the  pain  which  he  felt  it  carried.  Dying 
before  he  could  gain  his  own  consent  to  grant  my  request, 
I  sought  permission  to  publish  from  Major  Sykes,  to 
whom  the  letter  had  been  written  in  answer  to  enquiries 
he  had  made.     He  gave  it  promptly  and  courteously. 

This  letter  is  the  final  word  of  the  gifted  and  'devoted 
soldier  of  the  Confederacy  who  was  entrusted  for  eighteen 
months  with  the  captaincy  of  its  second  army.  He  held 
the  unswerving  support  of  his  government,  but  steadily 
lost  the  confidence  of  his  army.  Time  and  time  again  it 
strove  to  give  him  victory,  only  to  learn  that  when  at  last 
they  gave  it  to  him  complete,  he  fonnd  no  better  use  for 
it  than  to  make  it  the  begirming  of  their  own  and  his  own 
defeat  and  humiliation  at  Missionary  Ridge.  As  one 
reads  the  letter  he  may  find  revealed  between  the  lines 
some  of  the  real  causes  for  misfortunes  which  finally 
crushed  both  army  and  commander.  The  incident  in 
which  Clebum  figures  illustrates  one  of  them.  An  in- 
ability to  accept  and  face  the  111  results  of  his  own 
official  acts.  His  system  required  sacrificial  offerings  for 
failures.  His  conceptions  always  outran  his  prepara- 
tions and  when  failure  came  he  condemned  in  the  light 
of  his  conceptions,  never  in  the  light  of  his  own  failures, 
to  make  adequate  provision  for  the  fulfillment  of  those 
conceptions.  Hence  the  many  half  sUUements  in  his 
oSicial  reports.  Clebum's  insistence  upon  written  or- 
ders from  General  Brad's  messenger  was  but  to  secure 
protection  against  the  sacrificial  altar  in  case  of  disaster. 
Success,  however,  freed  him  from  both. 
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It  is  interesting  to  note  how  General  Bragg  in  his 
letter  misses  the  point  in  Clebum's  request.  No  one 
doubted  that  General  Bragg's  entire  heart  was  given  to 
his  cause,  but  it  was  doubted  that  he  had  a  mind  fitted 
to  his  tasks,  or  a  hoEirt  stout  enough  to  withstand  the 
pressure  of  his  duties.' 

(A  True  copy.) 

Mobile,  8th  February,  '73. 
Majoh  E.  T.  Sykes 

Columbus,  Miss. 

My  dear  Sir:  I  received  yours  of  the  25t[i  ult.  and  not  only 
comply  with  your  request  cheerfully  but  thank  you  for  the 
opportunity. 

It  b  due  to  the  gallant  anny  of  which  you  were  a  member, 
that  its  history  should  not  be  left  entirely  to  the  ignorant  and 
the  prejudiced;  and  I  rejoice  to  see  so  worthy  a  soldier  a 
representative  young  man,  who  cannot  be  suspected  of  par- 
tiality, coming  to  the  task.  It  will  afford  me  pleasure  to  !ud 
you,  not  only  with  facta  within  my  knowledge,  but  with 
documentary  evidence,  of  which  I  have  a  large  quantity,  pre- 
served from  the  general  wreck. 

I  reply  to  your  questions. 

1st.  "Did  not  Genl.  Polk  delay  moving  on  the  morning  of 
the  second  day  at  Chickamauga  an  hour  or  more  after  the 
appointed  time,  although  the  order  for  his  movement  was  issued 
the  night  previous,  thereby  jeopardizing  your  plans,  and  for 
that  reason  was  subsequently  placed  in  arrest?" 

This  question  is  best  answered  by  my  official  report  and  I 
send  you  by  this  day's  mail  a  written  copy  which  I  must  beg 
you  to  preserve  and  return,  as  it  is  invaluable  to  me.  In 
addition  to  what  is  there  said,  I  can  now  add  that  the  Staff 
officer  sent  to  Genl.  Polk,  Mty.  Lee  A.  A.  Genl.,  to  urg,e  his 
compliance  with  orders  of  the  previous  night  reported  to  me 
that  he  found  him  at  a  Farm  House  three  miles  from  the  line 

'  For  oriemal  see  Gleg  "South"; "  Historical  Magaiioe,"  Richmood.Va. 
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of  his  troops,  about  one  hour  after  Bunrise,  sitting  an  the  gallery 
reading  a  newspaper  and  waitii^,  as  he  (the  Genl.)  stud,  for 
his  breakfast.  It  was  nine  o'clock  before  I  got  him  into 
position,  and  aI>out  ten  before  the  attack  was  made.  Five 
precuma  hours — in  which  our  independence  might  have  been 
won.  As  soon  as  time  would  allow,  Genl.  Polk  was  called  on 
for  an  explanation.  The  order  given  him  the  night  before  in 
the  presence  of  several  Generals  was  plain  and  emphatic  and 
before  he  left  me  he  was  asked  if  he  fully  understood  the  order 
and  replied  in  the  affirmative.  His  explanation  in  writii^  was 
entirely  unsatisfactory,  as  it  placed  the  responsibility  on  a 
subordinate — Lieut.  Genl.  Hill — when  he  (Genl.  Polk)  was 
himself  absent  from  the  field  and  had  not  even  attempted  to 
execute  his  orders,  nor  informed  me  of  their  having  been  dis- 
obeyed. Breckenridgc  and  Cheatham  say  in  their  reports, 
polk  told  them  during  the  night  he  had  orders  to  attack  at 
daylight — I  have  the  correspondence,  but  cannot  now  lay  my 
hands  on  it. 

2d.  Question,  as  to  Hindman  and  McLemore's  Cove,  My 
report  gives  a  full  answer  to  this  question,  but  not  a  complete 
history  of  the  whole  affair,  as  it  was  too  bad  to  put  before  the 
country.  Genl.  Hill  having  failed  in  a  quemilous,  insub- 
ordinate spirit,  to  send  Clebum's  Division  to  join  Hindman, 
on  the  pretext  that  Clebum  was  sick,  I  ordered  Buckner  with 
his  Division  to  the  duty,  and  went  myself  to  Hill's  Hd.  Qrs., 
riding  half  the  night.  There  I  found  Clebum,  who  expressed 
surprise  that  Hill  should  have  reported  him  sick  and  he  moved 
with  his  DiviMon  next  morning. 

After  Buckner  joined  Hindman,  it  will  be  seen,  the  latter 
became  Jloubtful  and  dilatory  and  finally  asked  a  chaise  of 
orders.  This  produced  loss  of  valuable  time  and  common 
sense  teaches  the  importance  in  every  moment  of  striking  at 
a  divided  enemy.  I  was  so  greatly  vexed  that  my  deportment 
towards  Gen.  Hill  and  Maj.  Nocquet  during  the  conference  was 
observed  by  my  Staff  and  intimation  given  me  of  some  harsh- 
ness. Every  effort  failed,  however,  and  the  correspondence 
and  late  letters,  from  Patton  Anderson,  as  noble  and  true  a 
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soldier  and  gentleman  as  any  age  can  boast,  and  Genl.  W.  T. 
Martin,  will  show  the  cause. 

3d  Question.  As  to  Genl.  D.  H.  Hill's  critical,  captious  and 
dictatorial  maimer,  &c.,  &c. 

This  manner  of  Hill,  and  lus  general  deportment  united  to 
the  fact,  which  came  to  my  knowledge  after  Polk's  suspension 
from  command.  That  Polk  did  order  two  of  his  Division 
Commanders,  in  writing  soon  after  sunrise  to  attack,  and  that 
trill,  being  present  in  person  countermanded  the  order,  without 
notifying  either  Polk  or  myself,  induced  me  to  ask  his  suspen- 
sion from  command.  And  he  was  removed  by  the  President 
before  the  Battle  of  Missionary  Ridge.  He  had,  however, 
greatly  demoralized  the  troops  he  commanded,  and  sacrificed 
thousands  at  Chickamauga. 

See  Report  of  Maj.  Genl.  W.  H.  T.  Walker. 

I  have  always  believed  our  disasters  at  Missionary  Ridge 
was  due  immediately  to  misconduct  of  a  Brigade  of  Buckncr's 
troops  from  East  Tennessee,  commanded  by  Brig.  Genl.  Alex 
W.  Reynolds,  which  firbt  gave  way  and  could  not  be  rallied. 
But  the  other  Troops  would  have  saved  the  day  and  repaired 
the  small  disaster  but  for  the  effect  which  had  been  produced  by 
the  treasonable  act  of  Longstreet,  Hill  and  Buckner  in  sacri- 
ficing the  army  in  their  effort  to  degrade  and  remove  me  for 
personal  ends.  Had  I  known  at  the  time  Polk  and  Hindman 
wore  suspended,  of  the  conduct  of  Hill,  especially  of  his  sus- 
pending Polk's  orders  to  attack  at  Chickamauga,  and  of 
Buckner's  influencing  Hindman  to  disobey  me  in  Meljcmore's 
Cove,  and  of  his  mutinous  conduct  in  getting  up  meetings  in 
the  army  to  ask  my  removal,  I  certainly  should  have  arrested 
both  of  them.  Still,  I  am  satisfied  no  good  could  have  re- 
sulted. Our  country  was  not  prepared  to  sustain  a  military 
commander  who  acted  on  military  principles,  and  no  man 
could  do  his  duty  and  sustain  himself  against  the  combined 
power  of  imbeciles,  traitors,  rogues  and  intriguing  politicians. 

Lonptreet's  disobedience  of  orders  enabled  the  enemy  under 
Hooker  from  Vii^nia,  to  pass  Lookout  Mountain,  and  join 
Grant  in  Chattanooga.     That  was  the  first  step  in  our  disaster, 
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after  the  army  had  been  practically  purged.  Thus  I  yielded 
my  convictions  to  the  President's  policy  and  Bent  Longatreet 
instead  of  Breckeniidge  (my  choice)  to  capture  Bum^de  at 
Knoxville.  This  could  have  been  done  long  before  Sherman 
reached  Grant  with  his  twenty-five  (25,000)  thousand  men,  by 
due  diligence.  And  my  information  was  perfect  and  daily. 
Had  it  been  done,  and  those  Fifteen  (15,000)  Thousand  troops 
been  returned  and  in  plaee  at  Missionary  Ridge,  Grant  would 
not  have  attacked  us,  and  If  he  had,  would  certainly  have  been 
defeated  unless  tuded  by  Treason.  Indeed  he  must  have  re- 
crossed  the  mountains,  for  his  troops  could  not  be  fed,  and 
his  animals  were  already  starved.  He  could  not  move  twenty 
(20)  pieces  of  artillery.  No  man'  was  ever  under  greater 
obl^ations  to  a  traitor;*  no  Tnutor  has  ever  been  more 
faithfully  rewarded. 

In  writing  you  thus  fully  and  freely  I  rely  on  you  to  use  my 
facts  only,  not  my  comments — ^they  are  private  and  could  not 
be  made  public — It  would  do  more  harm  than  good,  and  I 
should  agiUQ  have  to  meet  a  howl  of  parasites  "who  crook  the 
pregnant  hinges  of  the  knee,  that  thrift  may  follow  fawning." 
It  would,  be  said  these  are  some  of  Bragg's  prejudices.  I 
acknowle<^e  myself  prejudiced.  I  always  was  prejudiced 
against  every  species  of  dishonest  knavery  and  treacherous 
selfishness. 

In  our  retreat  from  Mis^onary  Ridge  the  enemy  could  make 
but  feeble  pursuit,  for  want  of  artillery  horses  (Grant's  report). 
At  the  mountain  Gorge,  near  Rin^old,  I  believed  he  could  be 
successfully  repulsed,  and  the  army  quietly  withdrawn.  Genl. 
Clebum,  one  of  the  best  and  truest  officers  in  our  cause,  was 
placed  at  that  point  in  command  of  the  rear-^ard.  Late' at 
night,  hours  after  all  the  army  was  at  rest,  my  information 
being  all  in,  I  called  for  a  reliable,  confidential  Staff  officer,  and 
gave  him  verbal  directions  to  ride  immediately  to  Clebum, 
about  three  (3)  miles  in  my  rear,  at  this  mountain  gorge,  and 
give  him  my  positive  orders  to  huld  his  position  up  to  a  named 
hour  the  next  day,  and,  if  attacked,  to  defend  the  pass  at  every 
'  Grant.  '  Longstreet. 
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bazzard.  The  message  was  delivered  at  Clebum'a  Camp  fire. 
He  heard  it  with  surprise  and  expressed  his  apprehension  that 
it  would  result  in  the  loss  of  his  command,  as  his  information 
differed  from  mine,  and  he  beheved  the  enemy  would  turn  his 
podtion  and  cut  him  oS. 

But  s^d  he,  true  soldier  as  he  was,  I  always  obey  orders, 
and  only  ask  as  protection  in  case  of  disaster,  that  you  put  the 
order  in  writing.  This  was  done  as  soon  as  material  could  be 
found,  and  the  staJf  officer  returned  and  reported  the  result  of 
bis  mission.  He  had  not  reaehed  me,  however,  before  the 
attack  in  front,  as  I  expected,  was  made.  Clebum  gallantly 
met  it,  defeated  the  enemy  under  Hooker,  drove  him  back,  and 
then  quietly  followed  the  army  without  further  molestation — 
mark  the  difference  in  conduct  and  results.  A  good  soldier,  by 
obedience,  without  substituting  his  own  crude  notions,  defeats 
the  enemy  and  saves  an  army  from  disaster.  And  mark  the 
credit  he  gets  for  it.  The  Confederate  Congress  passed  a  vote 
of  thanks  to  the  gallant  Clebum  and  his  conmiand  for  saving 
Brad's  Army.  Not  to  this  day  has  it  ever  been  known  that 
he  did  it  in  obedience  to  orders  and  agtunst  his  judgment — 
which  does  not  detract  from,  but  add  to  his  fame.  Capt. 
Sand.  A.  Harris,  A.  A.  Genl.,  of  Montgomery,  Ala.,  was  the 
officer  who  delivered  the  order.  He  is  now  an  Episcopal 
Clei^5Tnan  with  the  largest  coi^regation  in  New  Orleans,  and 
has  recently  repeated  the  whole  matter  to  me  as  distinctly  as 
if  it  had  occurred  yesterday. 

I  would  add  much  more,  but  should  exhaust  your  patience. 
Whiskey  was  a  great  element  in  our  disasters.  In  the  battle 
of  Murfreesboro,  Cheatham  was  so  drunk  on  the  field  aU  the 
first  day,  that  a  staff  officer  had  to  hold  him  on  his  horse. 
After  the  army  reached  Tullahoma,  I  directed  Genl.  Polk,  his 
Corps  Commander,  to  notify  him  that  I  know  of  his  conduct, 
and  only  overlooked  it  in  conaderation  of  other  meritorious 
services — Polk  reported  to  me  that  he  had  done  so,  that 
Cheatham  acknowledged  the  chai^,  expressed  deep  contrition, 
and  pledged  himself  never  to  repeat  the  offense.  Imagine  my 
surprise  at  reading  Genl.  Polk's  report  of  that  battle  some 
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weeks  after,  to  find  that  he  commended  Cheatham's  conduct 
on  that  field  above  all  others  in  hia  corps. 

At  Missionary  Ridge,  Breckenridge,  as  gallant  uid  trae  a 
man  as  ever  hved,  was  overcome  in  the  same  way,  whilst  in 
the  active  command  of  a  corps,  and  was  really  unfit  tor  duty, 
one  of  the  many  causes  of  our  disaster.  At  night  he  came  into 
my  office,  a  little  depot  hut  at  Chickamauga  station,  where  I 
sat  up  all  night  giving  orders,  soon  sank  down  on  the  floor, 
dead  dnink,  and  was  so  in  the  morning.  I  sent  for  the  com- 
mander of  the  Hear  Guard,  Brig.  Genl.  Gist,  of  S.  C,  and  told 
him  not  to  leave  Genl.  B — and  if  necessary,  to  put  him  in  a 
wagon  and  haul  him  off.  But  under  no  circumstances  to  allow 
him  to  ^ve  an  order.  At  Dalton  I  relieved  Genl.  B  of  his 
command  and  he  acknowledged  the  justice  of  it,  but  said  it 
was  the  deepest  mortification  of  his  life.  In  France  or  Germany 
either  of  the  men  I  have  named,  would  have  been  shot  in  six 
hours.    With  us  they  pass  for  great  heroes. 

I  enclose  you  some  papers  for  reference,  and  regret  that  you 
are  not  with  me,  as  a  mine  of  worth  would  be  opened  to  you, 
which  I  cannot  light  up,  though  I  often  explore  it  in  the  dark 
recess  of  my  closet. 

Could  some  young  man,  like  yourself,  spare  the  time,  a 
valuable  book  could  be  made  up  in  a  few  months,  and  I  should 
delight  to  iud  in  the  labor. 

I  am  delighted  to  hear  my  friend  Sale  is  doing  well.  He  was 
the  most  reliable  and  valuable  staff  officer  I  had,  and  is  remem- 
bered with  affection  and  gratitude,  and  I  hope  my  young 
soldiers  in  Mississippi  wiU  cherish  his  boy,  whose  fate  it  is — 
it  may  be  his  misfortune — to  bear  my  name. 

I  shall  ever  be  pleased  to  hear  from  you,  and  hope  you  will 
not  fail  to  recall  me  to  Col.  &  Mrs.  Sale,  and  the  bright  boy 
when  you  see  them.  And  if  you  ever  meet  your  noble  Chief, 
Walthall,  give  my  love. 

In  the  midst  of  other  business,  rather  than  keep  you  wfuting 
longer,  I  conclude  to  send  this  without  WMting  to  copy.    Please 
continue  to  send  me  the  paper,  as  your  numbers  appew. 
Very  truly  your  friend; 

Braxton  Bragg. 
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Note  as  to  McLemore'B  Cove. 
The  enemy  con^sted  of  one  Divlaon  &  one  Brigade  of 
Thomas'  Corps,  about  SOOO  men.  Hindman's  force  was  com- 
posed <rf  his  own  &  Buckner's  Divisons,  10,922  men,  and 
Martin's  Cavaby,  about  500.  Besides  a  force  of  two  Divisions, 
Clebum's  &  Walker's — at  least  8000  more,  immediateiy  on 
the  enemy's  front  with  orders  to  attack  as  soon  as  Hindman's 
Guns  were  heard  on  the  flank  &  rear. 


b>  Google 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

TH£  MERIDIAN  CAMPAIQK. 
NovBMBBB  TO  April,  1864. 

Oeneral  Grant  aasnmea  command  >t  Chattanooga. —  Lookont  Monntain. 
Hladonar?  Bldge,  and   Knoxville.—  I>efeat  of  Genenl   IionKHtreet 

—  R«tii«Dient  of  Gteneral  Bragg. —  General  Folk's  new  command.—  ' 
General  Johnston  appointed  to  the  Army  of  Tenneisee. —  Polk  ■«■ 
dgned  to  JohnHtou'a  old  department Hia  Tigoroua  administration. 

—  Effort  to  correct  mlannderstanding  between  Johnston  and  the  Presi- 
dent—  QrBnt's   plans. —  Sherman's    movements. — Polk's   plan.— 6007 

Smith's  adTanee  and  defeat Failura  of  the  campaign — Sherman's 

report. — General  Ijee's  comments. —  HepMr  of  railrOBda  damaged. — 
General  Polk's  snggestlonB  to  the  govemment  tor  the  spring  cam. 
palgn. —  Clebnme'B  proposal  to  free  and  arm  the  negroes. —  Mrs.  Polk'a 


Events  succeeded  one  another  rapidly  after  General 
Polk's  departure  from  the  Army  of  TeDnessee.  The 
Federal  army  at  Chatt^ooga  had  been  placed  under 
Genera]  Grant,  the  battles  of  Lookout  Uonntain  and 
Missionary  Ridge  had  been  fought  and  lost  by  General 
Bragg,  and  General  Longstreet,  detached  to  operate 
against  Bumside  st  Knoxville,  had  been  defeated.  He 
had  retired  in  the  direction  of  Virginia,  while  General 
Bra^,  halting  the  remnant  of  his  army  at  Dalton,  re- 
linquished the  command. 

It  will  be  recalled  that  at  the  time  Mr.  Davis  was 
investigating  at  Tullahoma  the  state  of  feeling  existing 
in  the  Army  of  Tennessee  toward  General  Bragg, — 
General  Johnston  being  in  temporary  command, —  Polk 
wrote  the  President  a  letter,  urging  him  to  make  General 
315 
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Johii6b>u's  appointment  permanent.  He  there  said  that 
the  highest  interests  of  the  Confederacy  would  be  con- 
sulted by  transferring  Bragg  to  s  higher  field,  "  where 
his  special  talent  —  that  of  organization  and  discipline 
—  could  find  a  more  ample  scope."  He  suggested  that 
he  be  assigned  to  the  duties  of  inspector-general  of  the 
armies  of  the  Confederacy,  and  continued : 

"Ab  his  BpeoiaJtj  ia  that  which  the  office  of  inspector-gen- 
era] covers,  his  resoureea  and  capacity  vould  be  felt  through- 
out the  army ;  the  whole  family  of  idlers,  drones,  and  shirks 
of  high  and  low  degree,  far  and  near,  woold  feel  hia  searching 
hand,  and  be  made  to  take  their  places  and  do  their  duty." 

We  do  not  pretend  to  say  that  this  suggestion  in- 
fluenced the  appointment  which  General  Bragg  subse- 
quently received ;  but  not  long  after  he  had  of  his  own 
accord  relinquished  the  command  of  his  army,  Mr.  Davis 
assigned  him  to  duty  at  Richmond,  in  a  position  some- 
what analogous  to  that  held  by  General  Halleck  in  the 
Federal  army. 

The  end  of  the  Civil  War  was  too  near  at  hand  for 
General  Bragg  to  ac-c^mplish  very  much,  but,  judging 
froin  the  benefits  received  by  the  Federal  armies  from 
General  Halleek's  administration.  General  Bragg's  great 
abilities  in  the  same  direction  would  have  accomplished 
quite  as  much  for  the  Confederate  armies,  could  he  have 
undertaken  the  task  at  the  same  time. 

General  Polk  reached  Enterprise  November  13,  and 
entered  upon  his  new  duty  of  organizing  the  remnants 
of  General  Pemberton's  army.  While  thus  occupied  he 
wrote  the  following  letter  to  Mr.  Davis,  which,  as  will 
be  seen,  was  for  the  purpose  of  securing  for  the  Army 
of  Tennessee  the  leadership  which  he  had  persistently 
sought  from  the  close  of  the  Kentucky  campaign. 
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E^TBBFBiSB,  December  S,  1863. 
His  Excellency,  President  Davis. 

My  dear  Sir:  1  perceive  General  Bragg:  has  been  relieved 
from  tlie  command  of  the  Army  of  Tennessee ;  I  perceive  also, 
through  the  public  press,  that  speculation  is  very  busy  as  to 
who  will  probably  succeed  him.  Rumor  has  it  also  that 
General'  Hardee  has  had  the  command  offered  to  him,  and 
that  he  has  declined  it.  You  will  allow  me,  Mr.  President,  in 
the  frankness  of  the  intercourse  which  has  characterized  our 
long  acquaintance,  to  say  that,  notwitlistanding  the  difficulties 
you  have  in  your  own  mind  in  regard  to  the  man,  and  those 
that  exist  in  mine,  I  tbink  General  Joe  Johnston  is  the  per- 
son to  whom  you  should  offer  that  command.  As  I  have  said 
this  to  you  on  several  occasiouB  before,  both  in  writing  and 
verbally,  when  my  own  ]ioaition  could  not  be  affected  by  it  in 
any  wise,  so  I  may  repeat  it  now  without  the  risk  of  seem- 
ing indelicacy.  Indeed,  it  would  not  necessarily  follow  that 
General  Johnston's  appointment  to  the  command  of  that  of 
any  other  army  would  devolve  tbe  command  he  now  holds  on 
me,  as  tbe  government  might  place  this  department,  upon  tbe 
relief  of  General  Johnston,  under  any  other  officer  as  well  as 
upon  myself. 

I  am  moved  to  make  this  suggestion  io  you  again,  sir,  be- 
cause I  think  1  uaderstand  the  feeling  of  the  army  better 
than  one  who  bad  not  served  with  it,  and  because  I  also 
understand  the  feeling  of  the  country  on  the  same  subject. 
You  will  allow  me  then  to  say4hat  I  think,  high  as  your  duty 
to  yourself  and  the  responsibilities  of  your  station  are,  yet 
where  there  is  so  general  a  desire  on  tbe  part  of  the  army  and 
the  country,  as  there  is  to  have  General  Johnston  placed  in  that 
command,  a  part  of  your  duty  seems  to  your  friends  to  be  to 
yield  to  this  general  deiiire,  that  tbose  whose  all  is  staked  upon 
the  issue  may  have  something  to  say  as  to  the  hands  in  which 
it  shall  be  saved  or  lost.  I  think  your  friends  and  history 
would  j  ostif y  you  in  this,  and  that  magnanimity,  perhaps,  may 
require  it  at  your  hand. 

I  remain  very  truly  yonr  friend, 

L.  Polk,  lAeutenant-Generdl. 
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About  the  middle  of  Decemlier  the  quiet  at  Enterprise 
was  broken  by  a  telegram  from  Riehmoad  annouucing 
that  General  Joseph  E.  JohnstoD  bad  been  assigned  to 
the  command  of  the  Army  of  Tennessee,  and  that  Gen- 
eral Polk  was  assigned  to  the  department  of  Alabama, 
Mississippi,  and  east  Louisiana,  made  vacant  by  the  as- 
signment of  General  Johnston.  Soon  afterward,  General 
Polk  went  to  Brandon,  to  confer  with  General  Johnston 
in  relation  to  department  matters,  and  to  take  charge  of 
the  command. 

General  Polk  promptly  apphed  himself  to  the  task 
of  acquiring  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  department. 
Each  day  seemed  to  develop  more  and  more  the  magni- 
tude of  the  nndertaking.  The  field  assigned  to  him  was 
not  only  of  vast  extent,  but  it  was  infested,  in  many 
neighborhoods,  with  spies,  deserters,  absentees  without 
leave,  and  others  liable  to  conseiiption.  It  had  been 
stripped  of  provisions  to  a  great  degree,  to  supply  the 
demand  of  the  troops  around  Richmond,  and  the  force 
at  his  command  was  wholly  unequal  to  the  task  of  de- 
fending the  field  entrusted  to  him.  The  vigor  of  his 
administration,  however,  was  soon  felt  in  the  army  and 
among  the  citizens.  The  deserters,  absentees,  and  con- 
scripts referred  to  were  banded  together  in  certain 
counties,  in  open  defiance  of  authority.  In  many  in- 
stances they  had  not  hesitated  to  plunder  commissary 
trains  and  army  stores,  after  taking  the  lives  of  the 
guards  protecting  them.  These  had  not  only  to  be  dealt 
with,  but  many  of  the  men  who  had  been  paroled  by 
General  Grant  upon  the  surrender  of  Vicksbm^  con- 
scientiously believed  they  could  not  even  be  assembled 
in  camp  until  exchanged,  and  had  joined  in  resisting  the 
government 

Under  this  state  of  affmrs  General  Polk  soUcited  and 
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obtained  from  the  Department  of  War  the  penniBBion 
to  issae  a  proclamation  of  amnesty,  conditioned  upon 
the  return  of  these  various  classes  to  their  respective 
posts  of  duty  within  a  limited  time.  7he  proclamation 
was  sent  to  every  county,  and  published  in  all  the  news- 
papers of  the  department.  But  acts  of  violence  became 
even  more  frequent,  and  General  Polk  awaited,  with 
impatience,  the  expiration  of  the  time  allowed  by  the 
proclamation,  in  order  to  take  steps  ^;ainst  them. 

It  was  known  in  some  quarters  that  a  misunderstand- 
ing existed  between  President  Davis  and  General  Joseph 
E.  Johnston,  to  which  General  Polk,  in  pursuance  of  his 
desire  to  bring  these  two  together,  and  to  establish  that 
cordial  cooperation  which  was  so  vital  to  the  cause  which 
tibey  represented,  donbtless  alluded  toward  the  close  of 
his  letter  to  the  President  given  above. 

The  following  letter  was  now  written  by  General  Polk 
to  a  prominent  ofQcer  of  Genra^  Johnston's  staff.  Its 
patriotic  views  and  peacemaking  chanuiter  alike  are 
worthy  of  him. 

MERmUK,  Jaaaary  3. 

COLOKGL  HaKVIE. 

My  dear  Sir:  The  pressure  on  my  time  has  been  so  heavy 
Educe  you  left,  I  have  not  had  an  earlier  opportunity  to  comply 
with  your  request  to  write  you  concerning  the  matter  of 
which  you  spoke  on  the  eve  of.yoiu-  departure.  I  need  not 
say  I  regard  it  of  the  highest  consequence  to  Gie  future 
suocess  of  oiu:  cause,  that  there  should  be  a  good  understand- 
ing and  a  cordial  feeling  of  confidence  between  the  President 
and  his  generab  commanding  our  armies.  I  believe  it  is 
generally  known  that,  owing  to  some  cause,  suoh  an  under- 
standing has  not  existed  between  the  President  and  General 
Johnston :  whether  the  fault  has  been  that  of  the  Preddent  or 
the  general,  I  know  not,  nor  is  it  material  to  inquire.  It 
seems  to  me  that  at  a  time  like  this,  when  a  cordial  support 
should  be  given  the  generals  by  the  President,  it  is  desirable 
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th&t  both  parties  should  rise  to  a  point  &a,i  is  high  above  all 
that  is  merely  personal,  and  bury  the  past  in  a  united  and 
oordial  devotion  to  the  future.  I  think,  too,  that  after  the  very 
f^eneral  expression  of  desire  on  the  part  of  the  army  and 
people  that  the  general  should  be  placed  in  oommand,  and 
the  satisfaction  expressed  at  its  ooneummation,  he  might  well 
afford  to  take  such  a  step  as  would  bring  about  the  state  of 
feeling  of  which  1  spoke.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  general 
miglit,  without  at  all  lowering  the  tone  of  a  manly  indepen- 
dence, address  a  letter  to  some  friend,  also  a  friend  of  the  Presi- 
dent, and  I  dare  say  there  are  many  such  in  whose  discretion 
and  judgment  he  could  confide,  alluding  to  the  fact  that  in 
the  past,  owing  to  wliatever  cause,  it  was  known  that  a  cordial 
feeling  did  not  esist  between  the  President  and  himself,  and, 
without  entering  into  details,  say  that  for  himself  it  was  a 
subject  of  regret,  and  add  that  ao  far  as  he  may  have  been  at 
fault,  if  at  all,  in  view  of  the  public  interest,  he  did  regret 
it,  and  was  prepared  to  waive  all  that  was  past  In  the  desire  to 
consult  the  pubHc  good.  I  have  no  doubt  that  such  an  over- 
ture would  be  received  by  the  President  in  the  best  spirit,  and 
that  it  would  have  the  effect  to  ensure  such  an  understanding 
as  would  be  satisfactory  to  their  friends  and  eminently  con- 
ducive to  the  success  of  our  military  operations. 

These  are  the  views  to  which  I  alluded  on  the  eve  of  your 
leaving  me,  and  which  1  thought  the  friends  of  the  general 
might  with  propriety  submit  for  his  consideration.  The  move- 
ment may  involve,  perhaps,  some  sacrifice  of  feeling ;  but  for 
such  a  cause,  and  for  such  support  as  a  good  imderstanding 
between  the  parties  named  here  will  insure,  I  cannot  but 
think  the  sacrifice  might  well  be  tendered  as  an  instance  of 
becoming  magnanimity. 

I  remain,  colonel,  respootfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  Polk,  lAeuUnant-Gentri^ 

This  lebter  was  the  complement  of  the  one  written  to 
Mr.  Da\d8,  and  General  Polk  hoped  that  it  might  lead 
to  a  reconciliation,  bat  history  shows  that  its  purpose 
was  not  folfllled  in  the  manner  hoped  for. 
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Early  in  Deeember,  finding  the  roads  too  bad  for  opera- 
tions along  the  Tennessee  line,  General  Qrant  turned  his 
attention  to  that  part  of  the  field  embraced  in  General 
Polk's  command.  He  proposed  to  Mr.  Lincoln  tliat, 
fixing  everything  securely  at  Chattanooga  and  in  East 
Tennessee,  he  should  be  permitted  to  organize  a  cam- 
paign against  Mobile,  to  be  conducted  by  Sherman  or 
McPherson,  foi-  the  purpose  of  securing  Mobile  as  a 
base  fram  which  to  move  a  column  upon  Montgomery 
and  Atlanta,  with  a  view  to  cnttiug  off  Mississippi  and 
Alabama  from  the  Confederacy,  as  he  had  already  done 
the  States  lying  west  of  the  Mississippi  Eiver,  After 
some  correspondence,  permission  was  granted,  January  10, 
for  the  movement  "either  against  Mobile  or  any  other 
place  south  of  our  present  lines  that  you  may  think 
it  advisable  to  attack."  It  was  conditioned,  however, 
upon  the  security  of  Tennessee,  which  was  to  be  provided 
for  at  KnoxviUe  and  Chattanooga  by  adequate  provision 
against  Longstreet  and  Johnston,  and  in  West  Tennes- 
see by  driving  out  the  Confederate  cavalry  operating 
there  under  Lee  and  Forrest.  Relying  upon  the  natural 
obstacles  which  paralyzed  his  own  action  upon  that  line 
to  retard  his  opponents.  Grant  determined  to  stand  on 
the  defensive  at  Knoxville  and  Chattanooga,  and  sent 
his  chief  of  cavalry,  General  Sooy  Smith,  into  "West 
Tennessee,  to  accomplish  the  purpose  of  the  instructions 
of  his  government  there.  General  Sherman  was  then 
directed  to  gather  from  the  garrisons  along  the  Missis- 
sippi River  a  sufficient  force,  and  make  a  movement 
from  the  river  eastward.  He  had,  of  course,  a  large  dis- 
cretion, but  what  was  expected  of  him  is  revealed  in 
General  Grant's  letter  to  General  Thomas,  January  19,  in- 
structing him  to  cooperate  with  Sherman  by  a  movement 
from  Chattanooga  upon  General  Johnston  at  Dalton. 
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He  will  proHjeed  eastward  as  far  as  Ueridian,  at  least,  and 
will  thoroughly  destroy  the  roads  east  and  sonth  from  there, 
and,  if  possible,  will  throw  troops  as  far  east  as  Selma ;  or,  if  he 
finds  Mobile  so  far  imgusrded  as  to  make  his  force  suf&clent 
for  the  enterprise,  will  go  there.  To  coSperate  witb  this 
movement,  you  want  to  keep  up  appearances  of  preparation 
of  an  advance  from  Chattanooga;  it  may  be  necessary, 
even,  to  move  a  column  a«  f ar  as  Lafayette.  The  time 
for  thb  advance,  however,  would  not  be  before  the  30th 
instant,  or  when  you  might  learn  the  enemy  were  falling 
back.  Logan  will  also  be  instructed  to  move  at  the  same 
time  what  force  he  can  from  Bellefonte  toward  Rome.  We 
wiU  want  to  be  ready  at  the  earliest  possible  moment  in  the 
spring  for  a  general  advance.  I  look  upon  the  line  for  thb 
army  to  secure  in  its  next  campaign  to  be  that  from  Chatta- 
nof^a  to  Mobile,  Atlanta  and  Montgomery  being  tlie  impor- 
tant  intermediate  points.  I  look  upon  tlie  Tenaessee  River 
and  Mobile  as  being  the  most  practicable  points  from  which 
to  start,  and  to  hold  as  bases  of  suppUes  after  the  line  is 
secured. 


It  was  expected  of  Sherman  that  he  would  so  effect- 
ually destroy  the  railroads  sonth  of  Corinth  and  around 
Meridian  that  the  Confederates  would  not  attempt  to 
rebuild  them  during  the  war,  thus  cutting  off  Missis- 
sippi as  a  source  of  supply,  and  materially  aid  in  clos- 
ing all  that  section — iaclutiiug  West  Tennessee — to  the 
Confederates.  How  far  the  expectations  of  this  campaign 
were  realized  will  appear  in  this  chapter. 

On  January  10,  Sherman  at  Memphis  wrote  MePherson 
at  Vieksburg  to  get  ready  for  a  movement  npon  Meridian 
and  Selma;  and  on  the  11th,  Hurlburt,  his  other  corps- 
commander,  to  whom  Sherman  had  unfolded  his  plans, 
wrote  his  subordinate,  A.  J.  Smith,  to  prepare  for  the 
e  expected  of  them,  which,  to  quote  his  own  words, 
8  follows : 
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We  lukve  a  heavy  march  before  us,  and  the  command  mnst 
be  fully  prepared.  It  is  the  intention  of  Genera]  Sherman  to 
DLove  with  the  artillery  and  infantry,  and  such  troops  as  he 
can  get,  from  Viokaburg  direct  on  Demopolis  and  Sehna,  the 
cavalry  moving  down  the  MobUe  and  Ohio  raih-oad  to  meet  ns 
near  Meridian,  thus  forcing  the  enemy  to  let  go  of  their  hold 
on  Dalton,  or  endangering  the  loss  of  Selma,  and  perhaps 
Mobile.  Close  attention  is  therefore  necessary  to  the  fitting 
out  of  the  individual  soldier,  and  will  be  impressed  upon  field 
And  line  officers. 

Id  permitting  General  Sherman  to  concentrate  these 
troops  at  Vicksburg,  the  government  had  at  first  some 
idea  of  utilizing  his  command  as  part  of  an  attempt  apou 
the  State  of  Texas,  wliere,  for  political  reasons,  a  lodgment 
was  desired.  General  Banks  at  New  Orleans,  and  General 
Steele  in  Arkansas,  were  then  being  prepared  (or  this  cam- 
paign, whioh  was  to  be  made  along  the  line  of  Red  River. 
But  the  water  in  the  stream  vras  too  low  for  navigation  at 
that  time.  Grant  was  therefore  permitted  to  use  Sherman 
for  the  furtherance  of  his  designs  upon  Polk's  department. 

The  force  placed  at  Sherman's  disposal  was  as  follows : 
For  his  immediate  command  in  the  movement,  the  corps 
of  McPherson  and  Hurlburt,  which,  with  a  small  cavalry 
force  (about  2000  men),  gave  him  a  column  of  23,689 
effective  men,  with  66  pieces  of  artillery.  To  cooperate 
with  this  force  he  oi^^anized  a  column  of  cavalry  under 
Sooy  Smith,  numbering  6923  eflfective  men,  with  12 
pieces  of  artillery.  Smith  was  ordered  to  move  forward 
and  join  Sherman  at  Meridian.  That  he  might  move 
as  rapidly  as  possible,  a  well-appointed  pack-train  was 
furnished  him.  With  this  combined  force  of  30,000  men 
assembled  at  Meridian,  General  Sherman  expected  to  be 
able  to  move  forward  and  accomplish  the  ultimate  objects 
of  his  campaign. 
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To  aid  tlie  movement,  Grant  had  directed  Thomas  to 
threaten  Johnston  at  Dalton ;  and  Logan,  from  the  di- 
rection of  Larkinsburg,  was  now  instructed  to  threaten 
Rome  and  the  valnable  interests  lying  in  north  Alabama. 
Banks,  who  was  preparing  for  his  Red  River  expedition, 
consented,  with  the  aid  of  Adniirol  Farragut,  to  make  a 
demonstration  against  Mobile ;  and  Sherman  himself,  in 
order  to  distract  Polk's  immediate  attention,  dispatched 
a  sm^  force — 1000  men — with  gunboats  np  the  Yazoo 
River  toward  north  Mississippi. 

The  nature  and  extent  of  these  preparations  had  not 
escaped  General  Polk.  On  January  14  he  dispatched  the 
following  to  Mr.  Davis : 

Meridian,  January  14,  1864. 
Hia  Excellency,  President  Davis: 

General  Johnston  says  to  me  he  has  refused  to  yon  the 
reetoratiou  of  the  four  brigades  sent  from  this  army  to  that  of 
Teuoessee.  I  think  it  plain  that  Grant  cannot  move  before 
Ihe  spring  opens,  and  therefore  that  Johnston  will  be  imem- 
ployed.  He  can  in  that  case  well  spare  all  four.  It  is  now 
clear  that  an  attack  on  Mobile  is  meditated.  My  department 
is  large,  and  force  small.  1  do  not  see  how  I  can  do  without 
those  brigades,  and  hope  you  will  order  them  to  report  to 
Mobile.    What  is  done  ought  to  be  done  at  once. 

L.  Polk,  lAeutaianf-General. 

Polk  made  a  hurried  inspection  of  the  western  part  of 
his  department  as  far  north  ns  Grenada,  and,  returning, 
gave  the  defense  of  Mobile  careful  attention.  Meanwhile, 
as  the  movements  of  Sherman  and  Smith  took  shape, 
he  concentrated  his  forces.  General  Lee  on  the  19th 
was  ordered  to  recall  his  brigades  operating  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi River,  and  to  hold  his  command  well  in  hand. 
General  Forrest,  who  was  expected  to  operate  against 
Smith's  column,  was  called  to  Meridian  that  he  might  be 
fully  infoimed  as  to  the  general  situation. 
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General  Maury,  already  on  tiie  alert  at  Mobile,  was 
directed  to  liold  his  force  ready  for  any  service  tliat 
might  be  required,  French's  division  was  advanced  to 
Jackson,  and  with  Loring's  division  was  held  ready  for 
immediate  movement.  To  still  further  shorten  his  line, 
Polk  now  withdrew  Forrest  to  Gi-enada,  leaving  a  part 
of  his  command  to  keep  a  close  watch  on  Smith. 

Touching  Logan's  movement  upon  north  Alabama, 
he  dispatched  word  to  General  Johnston  that  he  must 
help  Mm  in  that  direction,  and,  if  possible,  spare  him 
reinforcements  to  oppose  Sherman.  On  the  26th  he 
sent  the  following  to  the  government : 

I  have  dispatched  you  several  times  reeently,  in  regard  to 
movements  of  the  enemy.  I  am  now  satisfied  it  is  his  intention 
to  move  on  the  western  front  of  this  department  at  an  early 
day,  and  in  heavy  force.  He  will  probably  move  from  Vioks- 
bm^,  Yazoo  City,  and  perhaps  Natchez,  at  the  same  time.  A 
column  is  also  concentrating  at  Grand  Junction,  in  West 
Tennessee,  as  a  cooperating  force.  The  amount  of  force  at 
my  disposal  is  known  to  the  department.  The  department 
is  also  informed  of  the  reported  intention  of  the  enemy  to 
move  upon  Mobile.  These  movements  will  probably  be  made 
upon  different  fronts  at  the  same  time. 

On  February  3  Sherman  maiched  ont  of  Vieksburg. 
Lee  met  him  with  three  brigades  of  cavalry,  but  could 
make  little  impi-ession,  however,  as  Sherman  placed  his 
trains  in  the  midst  of  his  troops  and  moved  in  a  compact 
mass.  We  can  now  best  follow  the  campaign  by  giving 
extracts  from  the  telegraphic  reports  made  by  Polk  to 
his  government : 

Meridiak,  February  6. 

The  movement  in  force  of  the  enemy  from  the  Mississippi 
at  Vicksbnrg,  which  I  dispatched  you  was  contemplated,  has 
been  made.    A  column  estimated  at  20,000  entered  Jackeon 
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on  ilie  evenii^  of  the  5th.  Another  oolnnm  (aambers  not 
known)  has  moved  np  Yazoo  Biver, — intended,  probably,  for 
Tazoo  City,  These  columns  were  opposed  by  cavaliy.  I  tun 
concentrating  my  force  of  infantry  at  Uorton.  Whether  the 
enemy  intends  to  move  in  force  aoroas  Pearl  River  does  not 
yet  appear. 

February  9.  ~ 

I  have  kept  the  War  Department  informed  in  regard  to  the 
movements  of  the  enemy  on  the  western  front  of  tins  depart- 
ment. He  moved  out  in  heavy  force  from  Vicksburg  toward 
Jackson,  also  in  boats  up  the  Yazoo  River'.  Both  columns 
were  met  and  held  in  check  by  the  cavalry  nntU  developed. 

He  entered  Jackson  at  6  F.M.,  Friday,  5th,  and,  from  the 
most  reliable  information,  with  a  force  of  from  35,000  to 
40,000  infantry,  60  pieces  of  artillery,  and  cavalry  not  known. 

He  crossed  Pearl  River  at  10  a.m.  on  the  7th  with  his  whole 
force,  and  moved  rapidly  upon  Morton,  destroying  all  the 
bridges  behind  him.  He  reached  Morton  last  night,  and 
turned  toward  Mobile  to-day.  My  infantry  force  in  this  part 
of  the  department  consists  of  Major-Oeneral  Loring's  division, 
about  6000,  and  French's,  1250,  with  1700  exchanged  prison- 
ers imperfectly  organized, —  say  9000.  The  rest  of  the  in- 
fantry composed  the  garrison  of  Mobile.  A  portion  of  this, 
on  consultation  with  General  Maury,  was  withdrawn  and 
ordered  to  the  front  in  the  hope  of  making  a  campaign  be- 
fore it  should  be  needed  at  Mobile,  But  the  enemy's  force 
proving  so  much  lai^r  than  was  anticipated,  and  other  in- 
dications pointing  to  a  combined  attack  on  Mobile,  made  it 
necessary  to  restore  this  garrison  and  avoid  giving  battle, 
which,  under  other  circumstances,  might  have  been  hazarded. 
I  have  therefore  ordered  the  force  from  Mobile  back  to  that 
garrison,  and  added  other  forces  to  it,  so  as  to  strengthen  it  up 
to  the  point  deemed  necessary  by  General  Maury.  These 
troops,  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt,  will  reach  their  destination 
in  due  time.  I  have  just  returned  from  an  inspection  of  the 
defenses  of  MobUe,  and  although  not  completed,  are  yet 
in  fine  condition  and  very  efScient.  The  garrison  has  six 
months'  supply  of  subastenoe  and  is  very  confident.    I  shall 
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take  immediate  steps  to  increaae  its  stores  by  the  rivers.  It  b 
of  the  holiest  eonBeqaence  that  its  requisitions  for  amnmni- 
tion  for  heavy  gana  should  be  supplied  at  once.  I  have 
General  Loring's  force  and  tlie  cavalry  still  in  the  field,  and 
am  not  without  a  prospect  of  increasing  both. 

The  two  brigades  drawn  from  Mobile  brought  General 
Polk's  force  up  to  14,000  men  of  all  arms.  Lee's  cavalry 
command  numbered  but  2500,  owing  to  the  absence  of 
Ch^mers's  division,  Ross's  brigade,  and  a  part  of  Fergu- 
son's. These,  excepting  Ross,  were  operating  with  For- 
rest. Ross  was  left  to  watch  the  Yazoo  column,  and  did 
not  join  Lee  imtil  after  Sherman  had  reached  Meridian. 
The  movement  toward  Mobile  which  this  dispatch  re- 
ported, proved,  upon  closer  investigation,  to  be  a  feint ; 
but  this  fact  exerted  little  influence  upon  General  Polk's 
plans,  as  he  had  already  condaded  not  to  fight  Sherman's 
column  with  the  force  in  hand.  He  was  convinced,  as 
his  letters  show,  that  the  forces  set  in  motion  about  his 
department  were  intended  for  something  more  than  the 
superficial  tearing  up  of  s  few  miles  of  railroad,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  meant  a  movement  upon  Mobile  or  Selma, 
which  latter  view,  as  we  have  seen,  was  in  accordance 
with  General  Sherman's  instructions  and  intentions. 

Finding  that  he  was  not  strong  enough  to  fight  the 
main  column  successfully,  General  Polk  now  shaped  his 
course  so  that  he  might  concentrate  upon  the  smaller 
cfioperatiug  columu  (Sooy  Smith's) ;  for,  in  the  absence 
of  the  aid  which  he  bad  asked  from  General  Johnston 
and  the  government,  this  was  the  only  course  open  to 
him  by  which  he  could  hope  to  break  up  General  Sher- 
man's campaign. 

The  country  as  far  as  Meridian,  and  even  for  some 
distance  beyond,  was  comparatively  barren  and  unim- 
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portant  in  a  military  sense.  No  great  injury  eonld, 
therefore,  result  from  the  marcti  of  the  enemy  through 
it.  It  was  necessary,  however,  t<i  delay  him  long  enough 
to  permit  the  removal  of  all  stores  from  Meridian  and  the 
points  above,  and  also  to  allow  the  rolling-stock  of  the 
railroads  to  be  placed  in  safety.  General  Polk  there- 
fore determined  to  keep  his  force  in  Sherman's  front 
long  enough  to  accomplish  these  ends,  and  then,  moving 
rapidly,  place  his  infantry  and  artillery  behind  the  Tom- 
bigbee  River,  and  thus  free  all  his  cavalry  for  operations 
against  Sooy  Smith's.  Concentrating  his  attention  upon 
these  objects,  Polk  pressed  their  execution  with  charac- 
teristie  energy.  Under  cover  of  a  feint  toward  Gi-enada, 
Gfeneral  Sooy  Smith  now  began  his  march  for  Meridian. 
Concerning  this  movement,  Polk  dispatched  the  govern- 
ment as  follows : 

Newton,  Miss.,  via  Mobile,  Pebmsry  10. 
I  diapatched  the  President  yesterday  as  to  the  situation. 
Since  then  a  dispatch  from  General  Forrest  announces  two 
columns  of  cavalry— one  to  move  on  them  at  Grenada,  the 
other  on  the  com  region  in  the  neigbborbood  of  ColumbuB. 

No  better  account  of  the  progress  and  defeat  of  Sher- 
man's campaign  can  possibly  be  given  than  was  furnished 
by  General  Polk  in  the  dispatches  he  continued  to  send 
to  his  government.   We  therefore  reprodnce  them  entire : 

February  17. 

The  enemy  entered  Meridian  the  14th,  the  day  after  my  last 
dispatch.  Hia  forward  movement  was  retarded  by  my  cavalry, 
who  assailed  him  in  front  and  £ank.  His  movement  was 
so  compact  as  to  make  it  difQcult  to  do  more  than  annoy  him. 

Since  he  has  been  in  Meridian  he  has  been  breaking  up  the 
Mobile  and  Ohio  and  the  Meridian  and  Demopolia  raih-oads. 
I  am  informed  by  Oeneral  Lee  he  has  moved  also  on  Enter- 
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prise.  What  his  iuteutionB  &re  h&a  not  yet  been  determined. 
He  may  still  go  to  Mobile  or  return  to  Jaokson.  Ordered  Leo 
and  Forrest  to  harass  him  and  to  intercept  a  colunm  of 
cavalry  coming  down  to  join  him  from  West  Tennessee,  re- 
ported 10,000  strong.  Am  holding  my  small  force  in  hand  at 
Demopolis  to  take  advantage  of  events.  AU  stores  from  the 
Mobile  and  Ohio  railroad  of  special  value  removed,  and  roll- 
ing-stock placea  beyond  his  reach.  Am  increasing  storw  of 
garrison  at  Mobile. 

DehopoliB,  February  18. 

By  my  orders,  General  Forrest  left  a  force  to  hold  enemy  in 
check  near  Memphis  some  days  ago,  and  is  now  moving 
rapidly  with  his  column  to  strike  that  of  the  enemy  on  its 
way  to  Columbus  from  West  Tennessee.  The  column  b  one 
of  cavalry,  reported  10,000  strong,  and  is  moving  to  join 
Sherman  and  secure  food  for  his  infantry  at  Meridian.  The 
head  of  this  column  b  reported  near  Pontotoc;  General 
Forrest  close  by.  General  Lee  moved  forward  under  orders 
yesterday  to  cooperate  with  Forrest  in  an  attack  upon  it 
[Smith's  column].  A  command  under  General  Bugles  and 
the  Mississippi  State  troops  will  unite  in  the  attack.  To  crush 
that  force  is  important. 

February  20. 

No  movement  of  the  enemy  In  any  direction  from  Merid-  ■ 
ian  up  to  the  present,  probably  awaiting  the  arrival  of  hb 
cavalry  column  coming  down  from  West  Tennessee.  That 
column  reported  to-night  as  arrived  at  Aberdeen.  Generab 
Lee  and  Forrest's  columns  ordered  to  unite  and  attack  it. 
They  are  both  between  it  and  Shermui  at  Meridian,  and  in 
supporting  distance.  Head  of  my  reinforcing  column  re- 
ported at  Montgomery. 

February  21. 

Head  of  Hardee's  column  arriving  to-day.  Shall  throw  head 
of  mine  across  the  Tombigbee  to-morrow,  push  the  whole 
force  forward  as  fast  as  it  arrives,  and  move  upon  the  enemy. 

Deuopoub,  February  22. 
The  snccess  of  my  cavalry  in  preventing  a  junction  of  the 
enemy's  two  columns  appears  to  have  broken  up  his  campaign. 
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The  following  diBpat«h  just  received : 

IiADDEBI>AI.B,  Febmuy  22,  1S61.     3  p.u. 
OnunaPBlk: 

iriie  latest  reUable  iuformatioD  is  that  tbe  enemy  left  the  Mobile  and  Ohio 
railroad  in  two  eolumna  ;  one  from  Meridian  Koing  to  Decatnr,  and  the 
other  from  (hla  pUce  going  to  Herbert  to  meet  at  Union,  and  go  thence 
to  Carthage  and  to  Canton. 

B.  O.  Pebbin,  CiAmet  Omunan^'og. 

At  last  advices  General  Forrest  had  the  enemy's  eolunm  of 
cavalry  between  the  Ghuckatouchee  and  the  Tombigbee,  and 
was  holding  it  there  for  the  arrival  of  Qeneral  Lee.  The  lat- 
ter would  join  him  with  his  eolunm  perhapa  to-day.  I  confi- 
dently expect  a  satisfactory  result.  I  move  my  infantry  for- 
ward in  the  morning.  Two  of  General  Hardee's  brigades 
have  arrived. 

Dehofolis,  Febmary  23. 

The  following  dispatohes  just  received : 

LArDBBi>Ai.B  Station,  S2d. 
Sconta  from  Daleville  report  the  enemy  have  all  left  tbe  Mobile  and 
Ohio  r^lmad.  Column  from  Marlon  marched  three  miles  west  of  Dale- 
ville. The  column  from  Meridian  la  moving  west  to  form  junctiDn  with 
column  from  Marion  at  Union,  which  ia  thirty  miles  west  of  Daleville ; 
thence  by  way  of  Carthage  to  Canton.  It  is  thought  a  small  force  has 
been  sent  by  way  of  De  Ealb  to  bum  government  com  at  that  place. 
B.  O.  Pbkiun,  Oolotwl  Commanding. 

LiNB  Cbbik,  Nimb  MiLsa  SouTHwsar  or  West  Ponri', 
February  22,  1B64,  10  A.M. 
Arrtved  here  at  dayUght.  Enemy  are  retiring  rapidly.  Geueial  For- 
reat  is  puraulng,  and  at  last  report  is  sixteen  miles  alrove  West  Point 
He  does  not  know  yet  whether  the;  are  trying  lo  join  Sherman  via  Hous- 
ton and  QreeUBborougb,  or  not.  Have  baited  my  command  till  I  heai 
further  from  him.  It  ia  in  posltjon  to  intetcept  rsJders,  unless  they  are 
off  Cor  Memphis,  which  I  think  is  the  case.  Their  force  was  overrated, 
I  think. 

S.  D.  IiBJt,  JfnJor-Gen«™l.  I 

From  the  above  and  other  dispatches,  all  of  the  same  tenor, 
preceding  these,  I  think  it  now  certain  that  the  campa^fn  of 
the  enemy  is  broken  up.    He  must  go  beyond  Pearl  River, 

I  "Offidal  Records,  War  of  Bebellion,"  voL  xxiii,  pt.  i,  pp.  331,  34S. 
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and  I  shall  pursue  him  with  my  oavahy  and  follow  with 
infantry,  reestablishiDg  my  fonner  lines  as  early  as  prac- 
ticable. Is  it  yom-  wish  that  General  Hardee's  column  be 
employed  in  operations  farther  westt 

I  shall  send  Gteseral  Forrest  without  delay  into  the  western 
district  to  break  up  the  Federal  elections  proposed  to  be  held 
there  within  the  next  ten  days,  and  to  bring  out  other  troops, 
horses,  et«.,  from  there  and  soathem  Kentucky. 

Demopolis,  February  22. 
I  have  already  taken  meaanres  to  have  all  the  roads  broken 
up  by  hjfn  [Sherman]  rebuilt,  and  shall  press  that  work  vig- 
orously. The  amount  of  road  destroyed  by  him  [Sherman] 
may  be  in  all  about  fifty  miles,  extending  out  on  the  four 
roads  from  Meridian  as  a  center. 

•  To  continue  this  story,  we  give  an  extract  from  the 
official  report  made  by  General  Sherman  after  Ms  cam. 
paign. 

My  plan  of  {Kition  was  as  follows :  General  William  Sooy 
Smith  t«  move  from  Memphis  by  or  before  the  1st  of  February 
with  an  effective  force  of  7000  cavalry  lightly  equipped,  to 
march  straight  on  Pontotoc,  Okolona,  Arteda,  and  Meridian, 
to  arrive  there  about  February  10,  distance  250  miles,  .  .  . 
while  I,  with  four  divisions  of  infantry  and  artillery,  would  at 
the  same  time  move  from  Vicksburg  on  the  same  objective 
point,  150  miles  distant.  When  met  at  Meridian,  being  pres- 
ent in  person,  I  could  then  order  anew,  according  to  the  then 
circumstances,  condition  of  road,  aud  time  left  at  my  disposal. 

In  providing  for  the  contingencies  of  the  campaign, 
General  Polk  had  designated  West  Point  as  the  place  at 
which  Forrest  should  endeavor  to  concentrate  in  case 
Smith  moved  as  be  did  finaUy.  The  selection  of  West 
Point  was  due  to  the  fact  that  it  was  upoa  the  outer 
limit  of  the  grain  country,  which  it  was  desired  to  pro- 
tect.   It  was  upon  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  railroad,  and  was 
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the  startmg-poiiit  for  the  line  of  eouriera  which  had  been 
eetablished  between  the  telegraph  line  and  Forrest's  head- 
quarters at  Oiford ;  but,  above  all,  it  was  in  the  direc- 
tion of  a  concentration  of  all  the  forces  upon  the  interior 
lines  he  had  selected. 

Beferring  now  to  that  part  of  Smith's  official  report 
which  deals  with  the  causes  of  his  retreat,  we  find  that 
he  says : 

Kxa^erated  reports  of  Forrest's  strength  reached  me  con- 
stantly, and  it  was  reported  that  Lee  was  about  to  reinforce 
him  with  a  portion  or  the  whole  of  his  command.  Columbus 
had  been  evacuated,  and  all  the  Stat«  troops  that  could  be 
assembled  from  every  quarter  were  drawn  together  in  my 
front.     (West  Point.) 

Under  all  these  circumstances,  Smith,  as  he  says,  deter- 
mined not  to  move  into  the  trap  which  Polk  had  set  for 
him.  He  therefore  halted  at  West  Point,  and  on  the  22d 
began  his  retreat.  Forrest,  whose  available  force  nnm- 
bei'cd  about  3000,  attacked  him  at  once,  and  kept  up  a 
persistent  fight  nearly  as  far  as  Memphis,  to  which  place 
General  Smith  proceeded  without  any  unnecessary  delay. 

General  Lee,  who  had  an  intimate  knowledge  of  Gen-  ■ 
eral  Polk's  plans,  says  in  the  "  Southern  Historical  Soci- 
ety Papers"  {vol.  viii,  No.  2,  p.  58) : 

Lieutenant- General  Polk,  in  the  exercise  of  a  wise  discre- 
tion, determined  from  the  Arst  not  to  fight  Sherman  if  Ms 
army  was  as  large  as  represented ;  (or  he  felt  that  he  was  too 
weak  to  inflict  a  telKng  blow  unless  he  was  considerably  re- 
inforced. He  determined  to  let  Sherman  expend  himself  in 
the  piney  woods,  unless  he  moved  to  the  Tombigbee  River 
toward  Selma  or  toward  Mobile,  in  which,  case  he  expected 
to  receive  assistance  from  Johnston's  army  in  Georgia,  and  to 
crush  Sherman.  The  movement  of  troops  for  this  purpose 
(Hardee's  corps)  was  at  the  time  in  progress. 
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.  General  Folk's  orders  to  Lee,  operating  against  Shemuin, 
plainly  showed  he  did  not  want  Sherman  materially  interfered 
with,  but  rather  encouraged  to  move  as  far  as  he  would.  It  is 
true,  Sherman's  march  was  skillfully  coadact«d,  and  he  gave 
Lee  but  httle  opportunity  to  hurt  him.  In  fact,  Lee  ooold 
only  keep  in  his  foragers  and  stragglers,  and  aid  him  in 
keeping  compact  while  in  motion. 

General  Polk,  in  carrying  out  his  plan,  at  onoe  seized  the 
opportunity  offered  by  W.  S.  Smith's  cavalry  expedition 
against  Forrest,  to  order  Lee's  entire  cavalry  force  to  leave 
Sherman  in  his  loneliness,  and  to  unite  with  Forrest  and  beat 
Smith  before  he  could  reach  Meridian,  while  he  [Polk]  was 
at  the  same  moment  arranging  a  similar  concentratioa  for 
Sherman's  benefit,  as  soon  as  Smith  was  discomfited.  Both 
Sherman  and  Smith  displayed  sagacity  on  this  occa^on. 
Smith,  in  bis  candor,  says  he  retreated  to  avoid  falling  "  Into 
the  trap  set  for  me  by  the  rebels,"  while  Sherman,  to  cover 
his  discomfiture,  protests  in  his  book  that  be  never  had  a«y 
idea  of  either  Mobile  or  Selma. 


This  protest  of  General  Sherman's  is  met  fully  enough 
in  his  instructions ;  but  if  further  evidences  of  his  dis- 
comfiture were  needed,  it  would  be  found  in  his  abuse  of 
General  Sooy  Smith  for  not  reaching  Meridian.  Smith 
was  not  necessary  to  Sherman's  work  at  Meridian,  but 
was  essential  to  the  completion  of  the  campaign  as  orig- 
inally mapped  out. 

In  his  "  Memoirs  "  General  Sherman  says :  "  I  was  de- 
termined to  damage  the  roads  so  tiiat  they  could  not  be 
used  again  for  hostile  purposes  during  the  rest  of  the 
war."  How  far  he  succeeded  in  this  work  may  be 
gathered  from  the  record,  which  shows  that  by  the  10th 
of  May  all  telegraph  lines  and  railways  injured  by  him 
had  been  so  thoroughly  repaired  that  they  were  in  better 
condition  than  before  his  raid. 

In  addition  to  this,  the  road  from  Meridian  had  been 
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eztended  to  Jackson,  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  railroad  had 
been  repaired  as  far  north  as  Corinth,  and  that  place, 
after  being  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy  since  General 
Beauregard  surrendered  it  in  June,  1862,  was  now  pre- 
sented to  General  Forrest  as  a  base  for  further  opera- 
tions in  west  Tennessee.' 

Work  upon  the  New  Orleans  and  Jackson  and  Missis- 
sippi Central  railroads  was  also  pushed  to  completion, 
vrith  the  view  of  giving  an  unbroken  line  of  rail  from 
Lake  Pontchartrain  to  Grenada  and  beyond ;  railroad 
communication  between  these  points  having  been  sev- 
ered since  General  Sherman's  visit  in  July,  1863.  This 
work  was  completed  on  the  lath  of  May,  1864,  and  this 
road  was  .used  as  a  base  for  the  operations  upon  the 
Mississippi  River,  which  General  Polk  now  instituted 
along  this  entire  front  for  the  pui-pose  of  impeding  its 
navigation. 

It  is  needless  to  say  that  the  result  of  the  campaign 
was  gratifying  to  General  Polk,  and  he  had  the  addi- 
tional satisfaction  of  receiving  the  commendation  of  his 
government.  But  the  greatest  satisfaction  was  derived 
from  the  reports  which  eame  to  him  of  the  confidence 
and  approval  of  his  subordinates.  .General  George  B. 
Hodge,  who  made  an  inspection  of  the  department  for 
the  government,  writing  General  Polk  upon  returning  to 
Richmond,  said :  "  I  was  greatly  pleased  to  hear  the  cor- 
dial terms  in  which  your  subordinates  indorsed  your 


But  the  campaign  had  fallen  short  of  Gcener^  Polk's 
wishes  and  intentions.  Having  warned  the  authorities 
in  ample  time  of  the  extent  and  purpose  of  the  enemy's 
movements,  he  had  a  right  to  expect  that  an  effort  would 
be  made  to  send  him  proper  reinforcements  in  time  to 
1  '■  Official  Records,  War  of  RebeUlon,"  vol  mix,  pt.  U,  p.  B66. 
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permit  such  an  attack  apon  Sherman  as  would  have 
made  his  return  to  Vicksburg  doubtful,  if  not  impos- 
sible. General  Polk  was  confident  that  he  had  force 
enough  to  prevent  the  juncture  of  Sherman's  columns, 
and  counted  upon  this  to  check  him,  but  he  looked  be- 
yond this  to  the  hope  of  inflicting  snch  a  stunning  blow 
to  both  columns  as  would  prevent  their  employment  in 
any  other  quarter  for  some  time  to  come.  General  Polk 
believed  at  the  time,  and  on  February  28  said,  that  the 
main  column  would  reappear  in  Johnston's  front  at  Dal- 
ton.  This  it  did  promptly,  and  under  General  MePher- 
son  it  operated,  and  continued  to  operate,  throughout 
the  Atlanta  campaign,  as  one  of  the  most  efficient  corps 
of  General  Sherman's  army. 

As  will  be  seen  by  referring  to  General  Polk's  dispatch 
of  February  21,  Gener^  Hardee,  with  Cleburne's  and 
Cheatham's  divisions,  was  sent  fi'om  General  Johnston's 
army  at  Daltpn,  the  head  of  the  column  coming  by  rail, 
reaching  Demopolis  that  day.  Polk  had  already  recrossed 
the  river  with  his  own  troops,  and  only  awaited  Hardee's 
arrival  to  advance  the  whole  force  upon  Sherman  the 
following  day,  the  22d )  but  Sherman  began  his  retreat 
from  Meridian  the  morning  of  the  22d,  and  consequently 
-  was  too  far  distant  to  be  intercepted.  Hardee  was  there- 
fore returned  to  Dalton.  It  appears  from  correspond- 
ence in  the  hands  of  the  writer  that  Hardee  would  have 
arrived  at  Demopolis  on  February  15,  had  the  orders 
of  the  government  been  carried  out.  The  President 
directed  that  the  reinforcements  be  sent  from  Dalton, 
and,  in  view  of  General  Johnston's  apprehension  for  the 
safety  of  his  position,  arranged  to  replace  the  loss  by 
troops  from  Charleston.  General  Johnston  was  not 
properly  informed  of  the  government's  action  to  replace 
Hardee,  and  being  misled  by  Thomas's  action,  who  in 
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accordance  with  Cfraat's  instructions  made  the  feint 
upon  Dalton,  delayed  Hardee's  departure  a  week  later 
than  the  time  specified. 

Had  General  Polk  advanced  upon  Sherman  on  Feb- 
ruary 16  with  bM  the  forces  at  his  disposal  on  the  22d,  it 
is  not  saying  too  much  to  affirm  that  the  Atlanta  cam- 
paign would  have  received  an  introductory  battle  near 
Meridian  wMeh  would  have  materially  strengthened 
General  Johnston  in  the  task  subsequently  presented 
hiiu  from  Dalton  to  Atlanta.  Reverting  to  the  cam- 
paign as  actually  completed  by  General  Polk,  Ms  dispo- 
sitions show  that  the  only  thing  which  prevented  the 
accomplishment  of  his  purpose  toward  Smith's  column 
was  the  judicious  action  of  that  ofBcer  in  eluding  the 
combination  of  Lee's  and  Forrest's  forces  prepared  for 
him.  General  Polk  counted  confidently  upon  catching 
Smith  between  these  two,  and  his  hasty  retreat  alone 
saved  him. 

Turning  his  attention  now  to  other  opportunities  for 
aggression,  General  Polk  next  made  the  following  sug- 
gestions to  the  government  The  wisdom  of  the  pro- 
posal was  subsequently  appreciated,  but  it  was  then,  as 
with  so  many  other  movements  in  this  war,  too  late  for 
it  to  be  of  service. 

Demopolis,  Ala.,  February  28, 1864. 

Sherman's  campaign  being  over,^  which  from  the  Yankee 
accounts  it  seemed  was  iutended  to  be  a  precursor  of  that  at 
Grant  from  Chatfamoc^a,— the  mind  turns  naturally  to  the 
latter.  In  reflecting  on  the  posture  of  affairs,  there  are  cer- 
tain views  upon  which  my  mind  has  settled  in  regard  lo  the 
spring  cfuupaign,  which  I  beg  leave  respectfully  to  submit  for 
your  consideration. 

The  point  from  which  the  most  important  movement  is  to 
be  made  in  the  spring  is  Chattanooga.  The  amount  of  force 
confronting  it  under  General  Johnston  is  not  beUeved  to  be 
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adequate  to  resist  it  successfully.  The  remoteness  of  Chatta- 
nooga from  tlie  enemy's  base  exposes  bis  flanks  through  long 
lines ;  that  in  front  of  me  not  less  than  six  hundred  miles  from 
Chattanooga  to  the  Mississippi  River.  I  respectfully  suggest 
tbat  the  infantry  force  under  my  command  be  increased  by 
tbe  addition  from  General  Johnston's  army  of  one  division, 
and  I  strongly  desire  that  the  division  sent  me  be  my  old 
division  of  Tennesseeans,  now  commanded  by  Major-General 
Cheatham.  This  division  consists  of  about  4000  effectives. 
The  material  composing  it  was  raised  by  me  chiefly  in  the 
western  district  of  Tennessee ;  a  few  regiments  from  Middle 
Tennessee.  If  this  division  were  ordered  t«  report  to  me  at 
once  I  would  send  it  up  to  the  border  of  the  district,  or  into 
it,  and  I  am  confident  that  I  could  increase  its  strength  to 
double  its  present  numbers  by  recovering  a  lai^  number  of 
men  who  during  the  last  three  years  have  left  it  and  gone 
back  to  the  district,  and  others  who  have  never  been  in  the 
service.  The  addition  of  this  force  to  my  present  command, 
and  the  additions  I  shall  receive  from  Mississippi  and  Alabama 
to  that  command,  will  give  me  a  column  of  15,000  infantry.  To 
that  I  am  confident  of  adding  a  command  of  15,000  cavalry, 
which  would  give  me  a  united  column  of  30,000  with  which  to 
operate  on  Grant's  right  flank  in  the  spring.  To  enable  me  to 
do  this  it  would  be  necessary  to  order  General  Eirby  Smith  to 
operate  with  all  the  troops  at  his  command  vigorously  upon 
Banks's  wfaole  line,  and  upon  any  point  in  Sherman's  depart- 
ment west  of  the  Mississippi  at  which  he  might  leave  forces. 
These  demonstrations,  together  with  the  garrison  at  Mobile, 
thought  to  be  adequate  to  take  care  of  itself,  and  detachments 
of  cavalry  along  the  Mississippi  River  front,  would  be  all  that 
would  be  required  to  protect  my  department  pending  the  cam- 
paign. It  is  not  doubted  that  General  Grant  will  recall  Sher- 
man's army,  which  must  constitute  a  large  part  of  the  force 
with  which  he  must  operate  from  Chattanooga.  It  is  his  old 
and  tried  army,  and  he  would  and  must  have  it  with  him  if  he 
proposed  a  heavy  movement.  My  plan  would  be  to  throw  my- 
self across  the  Tennessee  River  by  the  use  of  pontoon  trMDS, 
which  I  can  easily  get  up,  and  assail  his  flank  and  rear.     If, 
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at  the  same  time,  Qeneral  Longatreet  were  ordered,  with  the 
foroee  imder  Oeaeral  Breckinridge,  to  coustitate  a  eolumii  and 
throw  himself  across  the  mountains  on  his  left  flank,  with 
Morgan's  cavaby  to  aid  him,  and  with  as  many  of  Johnston's 
as  he  could  spare,  I  should  feel  quite  confident  of  being  able 
to  break  up  Grant's  expedition  effectually,  if  not  shatter  hia 
army.  Should  we  be  Buooessf ul,  we  might  take  the  ofCensiTe 
and  invade  his  territory. 

His  Excellency,  President  Davis,  Richmond. 

In  connection  with  this  letter,  the  following  extract 
from  General  Sherman's  "Memoirs"  is  of  special  inter- 
est :  "  The  Atlanta  campaign  would  simply  have  been 
impossible  without  the  use  of  the  railroads  —  from  Lou- 
isville to  Nashville,  185  miles ;  from  Nashville  to  Chatta- 
nooga, 151  miles;  Chattanooga  to  Atlanta,  137  miles; 
every  mile  single-tracked  and  marked  by  several  tun- 
nels, one  quite  long."  ^ 

Finding  that  the  government  did  not  sanction  the 
plan,  General  Polk  devoted  himself  to  strengthening 
FoiTest,  so  that  every  possible  damage  might  be  inflicted 
upon  the  enemy  in  West  Tennessee,  and  provision  made 
for  gathering  into  this  command  the  material  he  had 
hoped  to  throw  into  Cheatham's  division,  the  remnant 
of  his  first  command. 

In  view  of  the  active  operations  upon  the  Tennessee 
front,  foreshadowed  in  the  above  letter,  Polk  was  assid- 
uous in  having  the  command  under  him  armed  and 
equipped  as  thoroughly  as  prae.tiea'tle.  He  secured  for 
his  artillery  new  guns  of  approved  patterns,  and,  as  the 
country  around  had  become  exhausted  by  previous 
drafts,  citizens  were  solicited  and  cheerfully  gave  up 
their  carriage  horses  for  the  use  of  the  army,  until  the 
supply  filled  all  present  need.  Infantry  were  supplied 
I  Vol  ii,  p.  398. 
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with  clothing;  cominigsary  stores  collected  and  housed; 
small-arms  repaired  or  replaced  by  new;  daily  drills 
were  ordered  and  enforced. 

The  deserters,  absentees  without  leave,  and  fugitive 
conscripts  enjoyed  a  respite  during  Sherman's  raid.  The 
delay  allowed  them  in  which  to  return  had  passed.  They 
remained  hostile  and  defiant.  General  Polk  now  sent 
expeditions  to  the  disaffected  districts,  which  succeeded 
in  subduing  all  lawlessness  and  in  restoring  to  the  army 
lat^  numbers  of  absentees. 

General  Polk,  writing  to  a  member  of  his  family  on 
June  11,  said  of  this  work : 

The  results  following  upon  the  measureB  of  my  admiiiistra- 
tion  of  the  Department  of  Mississippi,  in  arousing  the  public 
mind  and  getting  up  and  stirriug  out  the  uieu  who  bad  de- 
serted from  their  oommands,  have  been  in  the  highest  degree 
gradtying.  It  ia  believed  that  those  measures  bave  put  into 
the  field  at  least  5000  men  who  were  lost  to  the  Confederacy ; 
and,  besides  this,  the  effect  has  been  admirable  iu  relieving  the 
oountrj-  distrietg  of  that  number  of  discontents  on  the  one 
hand,  and  raising  its  spirit  by  that  much  relief  on  the  other. 
Those  people  have  rested  upon  the  heart  of  tbe  home  popula- 
tion like  an  incubus,  and  it  feels  a  great  relief  at  its  removal. 
It  also  feels  that  the  power  of  the  Confederacy  ia  not  dead,  but 
is  not  only  living,  but  moving.  Tbe  moral  effect  upon  the 
whole  department  has  been  excellent,  and  it  has  more  life  and 
spirit  than  at  any  time  since  the  early  periods  of  the  war. 

We  now  present  a  very  interesting  letter  from  General 
Patton  Anderson,  commatiding  a  division  in  the  Army 
of  Tennessee,  and  one  of  its  best,  and  most  influential 
officers,  of  whom  it  need  only  be  said  that  he  fully  de- 
served the  many  tributes  paid  him  in  the  reports  of  all 
his  commanders.  This  letter  deals  with  the  question  of 
the  enlistment  of  negroes  as  soldiers,  and  suggests  a 
feeling  against  such  action  on  the  part  of  the  south- 
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em  soldiers  wMeh  it  is  at  first  difficult  to  understand. 
The  difficulty  is  removed,  however,  when  it  is  realized 
that  the  most  bitter  opponents  of  negro  enfranchisement 
and  negro  equality  were  the  rank  and  file  of  the  southern 
army.  They  were  not,  as  a  rule,  the  men  who  owned 
slaves,  but  they  represented  the  class  upon  whose  heels 
the  enfranchised  negro  would  inevitably  tread ;  and  the 
query  which  would  naturally  suggest  itself  to  them  in 
this  connection  was.  Why  should  they  continue  to  face  the 
danger  and  endure  the  hardships  of  war  longer,  if  by  so 
doing  they  only  gained  a  success  which  placed  them  no 
better  than  they  could  now  be  by  simply  throwing  down 
their  arms  and  going  to  their  homes — to  families  that  in 
many  instances  were  already  reduced  to  dire  want  be- 
cause of  their  absence  T 

General  Anderson's  own  attitude  toward  the  proposi- 
tion was  undoubtedly  that  of  a  large  number  of  south- 
em  men  of  the  class  to  which  he  and  General  Polk  be- 
longed. These  men  entered  upon  the  Civil  War  far  less 
with  a  desire  for  separate  government  than  for  the  right 
to  manage  their  own  affairs ;  and  while  their  individual 
preference  undoubtedly  favored  ultimate  freedom  of  the 
negro,  they  regarded  this  step  as  one  belonging  exclu- 
sively to  themselves,  and  one  in  which  they  should  be 
free  to  act  without  outside  dictation  or  interference. 
The  commercial  aspect  of  emancipation  was  to  them  the 
least  element  in  the  problem  of  slavery.  That  it  was  a 
curse  to  blacks  and  whites  alike  they  saw  only  too  plainly, 
but  they  did  not  beheve  it  would  be  mitigated  for  either 
by  suddenly  and  violently  altering  the  relation  of  the  two 
races.  On  the  contriary,  they  felt  that  any  such  action 
would  only  add  to  the  curse,  as  it  inevitably  would  lead 
to  race  antagonism,  which,  hanging  like  a  pall  over  the 
country,  could  but  end  in  disaster  to  the  weaker. 
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Putting  aside,  then,  every  other  objection  to  the  pro- 
ject, the  fact  that  its  adoption  would  take  the  very  core 
out  of  the  principle  upon  which  men  like  Anderson 
stood  in  tlreir  opposition  to  the  Federal  Union  was 
enough  to  cause  them  to  antagonize  it.  General  Cle- 
burne, a  foreigner  by  birth  and  education,  naturally 
viewed  the  proposition  from  a  wholly  different  stand- 
point. An  old  soldier  and  a  very  able  one,  it  was  to  him 
merely  a  question  of  the  adaptation  of  the  means  at  hand 
to  the  end  to  be  attained,  and  from  this  standpoint  the 
suggestion  was  correct  in  principle ;  but  in  application, 
in  this  instance,  it  would  liave  failed,  for  the  simple  rea- 
son that  the  negro  would  not  have  supported  it. 

Anderson's  prediction  was  evidently  brought  home  to 
the  authorities,  because,  in  spite  of  the  widespread  ^;i- 
tation  of  the  subject,  the  employment  of  negroes  other 
than  as  teamsters  Mid  builders  of  fortifications  was  never 
attempted. 

The  letter  reached  General  Polk  just  as  he  was  in  the 
midst  of  the  preparations  to  meet  the  advance  of  Gen- 
eral Sherman ;  his  answer  was  consequently  postponed. 
Unfortunately,  no  record  of  it  has  been  found.  The  trib- 
ute to  General  Polk  is  especially  valuable,  coming  as  it 
does  from  one  who  had  served  under  him  for  two  years, 
and  who  occupied  so  prominent  a  position  in  the  army 
with  which  he  had  so  long  been  associated. 

Dalton,  Ga.,  January  14, 1864. 
{Oor^dential.) 
Liedtenant-Qenehal  L.  Polk,  Enterprise,  Miss. 

Oeneral:  After  you  have  readwhat  lam  about  to  disclose  to 
yriu,  I  hope  you  will  uot  think  I  have  assumed  any  unwarrant- 
able intimacy  in  writing  this  conmium«ation  as  "  confidential." 
My  thoughts  for  ton  days  past  have  been  so  oppressed  with 
the  might  of  the  subject  as  to  arouse  iu  my  mind  the  most 
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painful  apprehenBions  of  fature  results,  and  h&ve  tsaused  me 
to  cast  aboat  for  a  friend  of  clear  head,  ripe  jad^ment,  and 
pure  patriotasm  with  whom  to  confer  and  take  counsel. 

My  choice  has  fallen  npon  you,  sir,  and  I  proceed  at  once 
to  lay  the  matter  before  you. 

On  the  2d  of  January  I  received  a  circular  order  from  the 
headquarters  Hindman's  corps,  informing  me  that  the  com- 
manding general  of  the  army  desired  division  commanders  to 
meet  him  at  his  quarters  at  seven  o'clock  that  evening. 

At  the  hour  designated  I  was  at  the  appointed  place.  I  met 
in  the  room  General  Johnston,  Lieutenant-Qeneral  Hardee, 
Hajor-Generals  Walker,  Stewart,  and  Stevenson,  and  in  a 
moment  afterward  Major- Generals  Hindman  and  Cleburne 
entered,  Brigadier- General  Bate  coming  in  a  few  minntes 
later,— the  whole,  with  the  general  commanding,  embracing 
all  the  corps  and  division  commanders  (infantry)  of  this  army, 
escept  Major-General  Cheatham,  who  was  not  present.  In  a  ' 
few  minutes  General  Johnston  requested  Lieutonant-Goneral 
Hardee  to  explain  the  object  of  the  meeting,  which  he  did  by 
stating  that  Major-General  Cleburne  had  prepared  with  great 
care  a  paper  on  an  important  subject,  addressed  to  the  ofScers 
of  this  army,  and  he  proposed  that  it  now  be  read. 

General  Cleburne  proceeded  to  read  an  elaborate  article  on 
the  subject  of  our  past  disasters,  present  condition,  and  inevi- 
table future  ruin  unless  an  entire  change  of  policy  might  avert 
it.  That  change  he  boldly  and  proudly  proposed  to  effect  by 
ananapating  our  slaves  and  putting  muskets  in  the  hands  of  all 
of  them  capable  of  hearing  arms,  thus  securing  them  to  ns  as 
t^ies  and  equals,  and  ensuring  a  superiority  of  numbers  over 
our  enemies,  etc. 

Yes,  sir,  this  plain  —  but  in  my  view  monstrous — proposi- 
tion was  calmly  submitted  to  the  generals  of  this  army  for  their 
sanction  and  adoption,  with  the  avowed  purpose  of  carrying 
it  to  the  rank  and  file. 

I  will  not  attempt  to  describe  my  feelings  on  being  con- 
fronted with  a  project  so  startling  in  its  character,—  may  I 
say  so  revolting  to  southern  sentiment,  southern  pride,  and 
southern  honorf    And  not  the  least  painful  of  the  emotions 
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awakened  by  it  was  the  consciousness  whioli  forced  iteelf  upon 
me,  that  it  met  with  favor  by  others  beside  the  author  in  high 
station  then  present. 

You  have  a  place,  general,  in  the  BOnthem  heart  perhaps 
not  less  exalted  than  that  you  occupy  in  her  army.  No  one 
knows  better  than  yourself  all  the  hidden  powers  and  secret 
springs  which  move  the  great  moral  machinery  of  the  South. 
You  know  whence  she  derived  that  force  which  three  years 
ago  impelled  her  to  the  separation,  and  has  since  that  time, 
to  this  present  hour,  enabled  her  to  lay  all  she  has,  even  the 
blood  of  her  best  sons,  upon  the  altar  of  Independence,  and 
do  yoit  believe  that  that  Sonth  will  now  listen  to  the  voices  of 
those  who  would  ask  her  to  stultify  herself  by  entertaining 
a  proposition  which  heretofore  our  insolent  foes  themselves 
had  not  even  dared  to  make  in  terms  so  bold  and  undis- 
guised! 

What  are  we  to  dot  If  this  thing  is  once  openly  proposed 
to  the  army,  the  total  disintegration  of  that  army  will  follow 
in  a  fortnight,  and  yet  to  speak  and  work  in  opposition  to  it 
is  an  a^tation  of  the  question  scarcely  less  to  be  dreaded  at 
this  time,  and  brings  down  the  universal  indignation  of  the 
southern  people  and  the  southern  soldiers  upon  the  head  of 
at  least  one  of  our  bravest  and  most  accomplished  officers. 
Then,  I  repeat,  what  is  to  be  done  1 

What  relief  it  would  afford  me  to  (oiA  to  you  about  this 
matterl  —  but,  as  that  may  not  be,  do  I  go  too  far  in  asking 
you  to  write  to  me  t 

I  start  in  a  few  days  for  my  home  in  Monticello,  Fla.,  where 
I  expect  to  spend  twenty  days  with  my  family,  and  I  assure 
you,  gener^,  it  would  add  much  to  the  enjoyment  of  my  visit 
if  you  would  favor  me  by  mail  with  some  of  the  many  thoughts 
which  this  subject  wiU  arouse  in  your  mind. 

Believe  me,  general,  very  truly  your  friend, 

Patton  Akdeeson. 

As  it  is  the  purpose  of  this  narrative  to  show  not 
only  how  Leoiiidas  Polk  performed  tlie  duties  of  his 
several  positions,  but  to  reveal  his  personality  under 
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the  varying  conditions  of  his  life,  we  present  here  the 
closing  of  the  narrative  prepared  by  Mrs.  Polk  for  her 
children  in  the  last  year  of  the  Civil  War.  As  will  be 
seen,  it  ends  amid  the  scenes  of  which  this  chapter 
treats, 

On  the  7th  of  November  we  left  Atlanta,  spent  Sunday  in 
Montgomery  at  General  Witbers's,  and  went  to  Mobile  the  next 
day.  Here  the  general  was  detained  a  few  daya,  but  on  Fri- 
day, the  13th,  we  went  to  Enterprise  and  took  posseasion  of  a 
room  kindly  offered  ua  by  Qeneral  O'Ferral. 

'I'bose  were  bappy  days  passed  in  the  log  room,  sixteen  feet 
square,  lighted  by  one  window,  and  I  enjoyed  them  more  than 
1  can  tell.  Soon  after  his  arrival  he  went  up  to  report  to 
General  Johnston,  and  took  a  severe  cold  in  consequence  of 
being  in  an  overheated  car.  On  bis  return  he  was  confined 
to  his  bed  for  several  days.  I  never  can  think  of  those  days 
without  tears.  He  would  often  say,  "  I  am  so  glad  you  are 
here — so  glad  you  are  here."  Much  of  this  lime  was  passed  in 
repeating  collects  and  Psalms,  and  in  having  me  read  the  Bible 
to  him — the  lesson  for  the  day,  and  Psalma  and  other  parts 
which  bore  upon  them.  He  seemed  t«  commune  constantly 
with  God ;  and  when  I  was  not  reading,  I  often  heard  him  in 
prayer,  but  in  a  tone  which  did  not  allow  me  to  hear  the  words. 
He  was  daily  fitting  for  heaven.  0  God,  why  was  he  taken,  and 
so  many  worthless  left  T  "  Even  so,  Father,  for  so  it  seemed 
good  in  Thy  sight ;  "  but  it  is  hard  to  say. 

In  December  he  was  ordered  to  take  command  of  the  depart- 
ment, General  Johnston  having  been  placed  in  command  of 
the  Army  of  Tennessee.  He  spent  a  few  days  in  Brandon, 
seeii^  General  Johnston,  and  returned  on  the  eve  of  Christmas 
to  spend  it  with  us — the  last  we  were  together.  I  should  have 
mentioned  that  Sally  joined  us  on  the  5th  of  December,  and 
she  and  her  father  had  much  to  say.  On  Tuesday,  the  29th, 
the  general  removed  to  Meridian,  while  Sally  and  I  followed 
on  the  2d.  I  cannot  say  anything  of  the  mUitary  affairs  which 
so  much  engrossed  him  j  I  only  know  that,  no  matter  at  what 
hour  of  night  he  retired,  he  always  awoke  me  to  have  prayers. 


b>  Google 


ML  57J  TBOUOBTS  ON  DEATH.  345 

Upon  one  oocadon  I  remember  how  mm;h  I  was  struck  by  his 
prayer  for  himself —the  oatpouiiug  of  his  heart  to  bis  Maker, 
as  a  very  present  help  who  knew  all,  and  yet  to  whom,  as  to  a 
friend,  it  was  his  dehght  to  unbosom  his  heart.  His  depend- 
ence upon  God,  his  cheerful  submission  to  his  will,  feeliug  it 
his  daty  to  do  everything  he  coold  and  then  leave  the  resnlt  in 
God's  hands,  ensured  eontentm.ent  in  all  that  occurred.  He 
had  always  had  a  great  horror  of  death,— I  mean  the  separa- 
tion of  soul  and  body.  And  when  I  would  remark  upon  the 
sadness  of  life,  he  would  say  be  did  nut  think  so  at  all ;  that 
there  was  so  much  to  be  thankful  for  in  the  daily  gifts  of  life, 
and  that  the  knowledge  that  we  were  daily  doing  the  will  of 
God  brought  with  it  such  entire  happiness,  he  was,  if  left  to 
himself,  unwilling  to  exchange  it  for  a  state  of  which  he  knows 
little ;  here  faith  must  come  in,  and  we  must  trust  our  future, 
as  well  as  our  present,  in  God's  hands. 

One  morning  be  stretched  out  hia  arm  and  said,  "  To  think 
that  this  arm,  so  fall  of  life,  must  one  day  be  quiet  in  the 
grave ;  that  this  right  band  must  lose  its  cunning,  and  this 
brain  cease  to  think ! "  "  But  the  soul  does  not,"  was  my  re- 
mark. "  I  know,  in  another  sphere  or  form  ;  bat  what  pain 
and  suffering  may  attend  that  change!  Ineverlike  tothtnk- 
Idonottbink — of  it;  I  leave  that  to  God,  knowing  that  when 
the  time'oomes,  whatever  befalls  at  the  hour  of  death,  grace 
and  strength  will  be  given  to  bear."  I  have  sometimes  thought 
his  death  was  sent  in  mercy, — I  mean  its  manner,  for  our 
Heavenly  Father  "  considereth  our  frame." 

One  morning  be  was  dressing,  and,  as  his  wont,  talking  a 
good  deal.  At  last  he  said,  "Wife,  have  you  ever  thought  what 
yon  would  do  if  I  should  be  killed,  and  this  contest  prove  un- 
successful T  "  I  replied,  "  If  we  are  all  ruined  tt^ether,  I  think 
I  shall  go  into  the  Santa  Anna,i  until  such  time  as  my  chil- 
dren can  devise  some  means  for  my  support."  He  came 
toward  me  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  clasped  me  in  his  arms, 
and  said,  "  I  have  not  lived  in  vain  if  you  can  say  and  feel 
tioE.  How  changed  in  your  apprehensions  of  evil  I "  And 
now,  whatever  comes,  I  think  of  him  and  of  his  pleasure  that 
1  An  Bsjlum  in  New  Orleuis. 
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I  could  think  of  misfortane  without  being  utterly  oast  down, 
and  \a&  spirit  supports  me.  We  had  but  few  momenta  to- 
gether, for  his  duties  occupied  the  whole  of  hia  time ;  but  those 
were  very  precious.  The  only  time  he  ever  alluded  to  the  pos- 
sibiUty  oi  our  want  of  success  was  the  one  mentioned  above. 
One  day  we  had  been  readii^  some  of  the  collects,  and  he 
especiaUy  dwelt  apon  that  for  the  fourth  Sunday  after  Trin- 
ity, and  remarked,  "  That  is  the  best  advice  that  can  be  e^ven, 
ae  well  as  prayer."  And  on  that  dreadful  day  when  he  left 
me,  I  asked  him,  "  Have  you  any  message  for  our  children  t " 
He  said,  "Tell  them,  in  the  words  of  the  collect,  to  take  God 
for  their  ruler  and  guide,  that  they  may  bo  pass  through  things 
temporal  that  they  may  finally  not  lose  things  eternal.  I  can 
say  no  more  than  that  if  I  spoke  forever."  On  Monday,  Feb- 
ruary 8,  he  left  with  the  troops  to  meet  Qeneral  Sherman ; 
the  history  of  his  plans  and  their  result  is  written.  The  last 
few  minutes  were  all  he  could  give  me ;  he  spent  part  of  those 
in  praying  with  me  for  hb  family  and  country,  and,  commend- 
ing us  to  Ood,  left  me. 

As  the  spring  opened,  affairs  in  front  of  the  army 
nnder  General  Johnston  in  northern  Georgia  began  to 
wear  a  tlireatening  aspect. 

In  anticipation  of  a  general  advance  on  the  part  of 
the  enemy  from  that  direction,  and  to  guard  the  left  of 
General  Johnston's  line,  General  Polk  now  pushed  his 
infantry  and  a  division  of  cavalry  well  up  toward  north- 
em  Alabama. 

See  "  OfBcia]  Records,  War  ot  Bebelllon,"  voL  zzxU,  pt.  iij,  p.  679,  (or  a 
report  to  Department  Headquartera  npon  the  ertent  and  kind  of  damage 
inflicted  by  Qeneral  Sherman  at  and  about  Meridian.  This  report  was 
made  by  the  writer,  March  3, 1864,  after  a  careful  personal  inspection  of 
the  area  in  question.  Id  the  published  records,  through  misreading,  the 
report  Is  signed  A.  H.  instead  of  W.  M.  Polk,  as  In  the  original.  See  files. 
War  Eeoordfl  Offlce. 
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ATLANTA  CAMPAIGN  AND  DEATH  OF  GENERAL  POLE. 
May  to  Jtjhb  14,  1864. 

Shemuui's  movement  agsinat  Jobnatoo.— Polk  ordered  to  Johtietoti'i 
aid. —  AssumeB  command  at  Beuca. — SberauD's  strate^. — General  Mc- 
PherHon, — Battle  of  Resaca, —  Meeting  of  Johnston  and  Polk, — Retreat 
from  BeBacs. — A  pen-picture  of  General  Polk.— Baptism  of  Qenerala 
Hood  and  Johnston. — Johnston's  account  of  the  moTomenta  at  CasB- 
Tllle. —  A  Sanday  morning's  service  in  the  field. — Sherman's  steady  ad- 
Tanee.— New  Hope  Church  and  Dallas. —  General  Polk's  popularity. — 
Last  letters  to  bis  family. —  Hopeful  and  spirited  condition  of  the  army. — 
"Purity  upon  a  field  of  blood." — The  general's  headquarters. —Last 
'  reading  of  the  Church  service. — A  fatal  ride. — Inspection  of  tbe  works.  — 
Dangerous  exposure. — A  farewell  view. — ^The  fatal  shot. —  The  hero's 
death. 

When  General  Polk  found  that  his  plan  for  opera- 
tions upon  Genei-al  Sherman's  rear  were  not  approved, 
he  concentrated  his  efforts  upon  his  own  front.  The 
district  of  Mobile  was  so  amply  provided  for  in  the  thor- 
ough eflBciency  of  its  able  commander,  G«neral  Dabney 
H.  Maury,  but  little  was  needed  in  that  direction.  The  re- 
sources of  the  department  were  therefore  directed  toward 
points  where  just  then  more  was  to  be  gained.  Provision 
was  made  for  the  brilliant  operations  of  General  Forrest 
in  the  district  of  north  Mississippi  and  West  Tennessee, 
and  measnres  were  adopted  looking  to  an  organized  and 
contmuous  effort  along  the  entire  Mississippi  river-front, 
to  render  the  navigation  of  that  stream  as  perilous  as 
possible.    We  have  seen  that,  in  anticipation  of  General 
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Sherman's  advance  from  Chattanoc^a,  General  Polk  had 
placed  the  divisions  of  Loring  and  French,  and  the  cav- 
alry division  of  Jackson,  at  points  in  north  Alabama 
from  which  he  might  meet  any  movement  upon  his  own 
department,  or  move  to  General  Johnston's  aid,  as  should 
be  required. 

On  May  5  General  Sherman  began  his  movement  upon 
General  Johnston  at  Dalton.  The  relative  strength  of 
the  two  forces  was  then  about  as  two  to  one,  General 
Sherman's  army  numbering  about  98,000  men  of  all 
arms,  and  General  Johnston's  about  45,000. 

In  accordance  with  his  expectations,  General  Polk  on 
the  4th  received  a  dispatch  from  General  Johnston  asking 
for  assistance,  and  at  the  same  time  he  received  an  order 
from  the  government  to  go  to  General  Johnston's  aid 
with  all  the  troops  that  could  be  spared  from  his  depart- 
ment. 

After  consulting  with  General  Stephen  D.  Lee,  who 
succeeded  to  the  command,  Polk  telegraphed  General 
Johnston  that  he  would  move  at  once  to  his  relief  with 
the  infantry  divisions  of  Canty,  Loring,  and  French,  and 
the  cavalry  of  Jackson,  about  19,000  men  in  all.  Canty's 
division  had  already  been  sent  forward  from  General 
Maury's  district,  and  the  remainder  of  the  command  now 
followed.  Just  here  he  had  his  last  contact  with  Gen- 
eral Bragg,  who,  because  of  solicitude  for  the  Mississippi 
front,  undeVtook  to  prevent  the  transfer  of  so  many 
troops  to  Johnston's  aid.  Polk  ignored  his  interference, 
however,  and  keeping  in  touch  with  General  Cooper, 
the  adj.  general,  did  as  he  and  the  President  thought 
best.'  Polk  had  confidence  in  the  ability  of  General 
Lee  to  control  the  situation  with  the  cavalry  left  him, 
ajded  by  the  State  troops  available;  a  confidence  amply 
'  "Rec.  War  Reb."  Polk  CorrcapoadeDcc,  April  and  May,  1864. 
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justified  by  General  Lee's  victories  over  the  successive 
invasions  of  North  Mississippi  which  occurred  that 
summer. 

The  concluding  arrangement  of  the  affairs  of  his  de- 
partment made  it  impossible  for  General  Polk  himself 
to  leave  before  the  8th,  the  entire  night  of  the  7th  being 
spent  in  completing  and  in  giving  his  final  instructions 
and  si^gestions  to  Generals  Lee  and  Forrest. 

He  reached  Resaca  with  the  rear  of  Loring'a  division 
on  the  11th,  his  advance  division  (General  Canty's)  and 
Loring's  advance  brigade  (Scott's),  having  arrived  there 
the  day  before.'  Under  instructions  from  General  John- 
ston, Polk  now  assumed  command  at  this  point,  relieving 
General  Hood,  who  only  awaited  his  arrival  to  turn  over 
the  command  and  return  to  his  corps  at  Dalton. 

Resaca,  commanding  as  it  did  the  railroad  bridge  over 
the  Oostenaula  River,  was  a  point  of  vital  importance 
to  the  communications  of  General  Johnston's  army,  not 
only  with  its  base,  Atlanta,  but  with  Polk's  command  aa 
well.  Twenty  miles  in  rear  of  Dalton,  it  could  be  easily 
reached  from  the  direction  of  Sherman's  right.  Johnston 
had  therefore  halted  here  the  advance  of  Polk's  command 
(Canty's  division),  and  charged  it  with  the  duty  of  pro- 
tecting the  position  for  the  present. 

General  Sherman  had  by  this  time  developed  the  initial 
steps  of  his  campaign,  which  was  to  hold  Johnston  at 
Dalton  by  a  bold  threat  upon  his  front,  while  he  moved 
a  strong  column  to  his  rear  for  the  purpose  of  seizing 
and  holding  Resaca. 

This  was  the  first,  and,  all  things  considered,  the  best 
planned  of  that  series  of  flank  movements  which  char- 
acterized all  General  Sherman's  operations  in  northern 
Geoi^ia.  Owing  to  his  great  superiority  of  force  prior 
'  Canty's  advance  biisadu  arrived  od  the  8Ul. 
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to  Polk's  arrival,  which  it  is  clear  he  had  not  then  counted 
upon,  he  confidently  expected  at  the  outset  to  place  his 
army  upon  General  Johnston's  conununications,  and 
'thus  at  one  blow  sever  him  from  his  base,  Atlanta.  The 
movement  had  been  carefully  planned.  Sherman's  old 
troops,  the  army  with  which  he  and  General  Grant  had 
won  their  fame,  and  which  he  himself  had  just  employed 
in  the  Meridian  campaign,  were  assigned  the  duty  of  exe- 
cuting it. 

The  officer  in  command.  General  McPheraon,  was  one 
of  the  best  soldiers  in  the  Federal  army,  and  the  writer 
pauses  a  moment  that  he  may  pay  tribute  to  his  memory. 
Young,  brave,  and  generous,  full  of  life  and  courage,  he 
was  one  of  the  most  interesting  figures  of  the  Civil  War; 
and  had  he  lived,'  no  doubt  he  would  have  won  the 
highest  place  in  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

While  Sherman  had  been  pressing  Johnston  in  front, 
McPherson  with  23,000  men  turned  the  Confederate  left 
and  seized  the  railroad  a  few  miles  north  of  Resaca.  A 
resolute  advance  might  have  fulfilled  Sherman's  expecta- 
tions, but  McPherson,  finding  that  his  own  army  had 
not  followed  his  movement  as  closely  as  he  expected,  and 
being  firmly  resisted  by  Canty,  withdrew  his  column,  and 
allowed  Johnston  to  reestablish  his  communications. 

General  Polk's  orders  were  to  hold  Resaca  at  all  haz-  ■ 
ard  pending  the  withdrawal  which  General  Johnston  was 
now  attempting  from  Dalton.  McPherson,  reinforced 
by  Hooker,  was  i^ain  but  a  few  miles  distant,'  advancing. 
Following  him  came  the  remainder  of  Sherman's  army, 
through  Snake  Creek  Gap,  The  enemy  threatening  his 
rear  by  a  movement  to  cross  the  river  below  Resaca,  Gen- 
eral Polk  detached  Walker's  division  of  Hood's  corps, 
which  bad  moved  down  from  Dalton  to  his  aid,  to  meet  it. 
'  Geoeral  McPbersoii  wsb  killed  in  battle  before  Atlanta. 
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On  the  13tb  there  was  irregular  skirmishing  alot^ 
Johnston's  entire  front,  closing  with  an  attack  upon  the 
position  held  by  General  Cheatham  several  miles  north- 
ward. In  order  the  better  to  cover  Johnston's  move- 
ment, Polk  now  threw  forward  Loring's  division  on  the 
Snake  Creek  Gap  road,  where  the  enemy  was  met  in 
heavy  force  and  was  held  in  check  until  the  entire  army 
was  in  position  at  Resaca,— Hood  occupying  the  right, 
Hardee  the  center,  and  Polk  the  left.  It  seemed  par- 
ticularly appropriate  that  General  Polk's  command 
should  be  the  one  to  meet  and  defeat  thb  first  movement, 
especially  as  the  force  with  which  Shennan  attempted 
it  was  the  one  with  which,  as  he  claimed,  he  had  so  re- 
cently destroyed  Polk  in  Mississippi.  As  a  matter  of 
personal  gratification,  the  reception  accorded  General 
Polk  by  the  commander  of  his  own  army  compensates 
for  the  distress  which  the  "Memoirs"  show  he  caused 
General  Sherman;  for,  as  he  reported  at  Dalton,  John- 
ston grasped  his  extended  hand,  and,  warmly  shaking  it, 
said,  "How  can  I  thank  you?  I  asked  for  a  division,  but 
you  have  come  yourself  and  brought  me  your  army." 

Saturday,  the  14th,  was  passed  in  irregular  skirmish- 
ing and  in  strengthening  the  defenses.  A  sharp  and 
successful  attack  was  now  made  upon  the  picket  line  in 
front  of  Canty.  The  hne  was  carried  by  the  enemy; 
being  reinforced.  Canty  reestablished  it  after  a  severe 
conflict.  Later  in  the  day,  however,  owing  to  the  weak- 
ening of  Folk's  line  to  aid  an  attack  upon  the  enemy's 
left  by  Hood,  Canty  lost  a  position  held  by  his  advance 
troops  which  commanded  the  railroad  bridge.  During 
the  night  the  enemy  crossed  a  division  over  the  Ooste- 
naula  at  Calhoun,  and,  in  view  of  a  retreat,  which  this 
movement  made  unavoidable,  all  wagon  traJns  were  now 
ordered  to  Kingston. 
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On  Sunday,  May  15,  there  was  skirmishing  on  the 
entire  line.  In  making  a  reconnoiss&ace  in  front  of 
his  line,  Polk  beoame  suddenly  exposed  to  a  heavy  fire, 
during  which  the  horse  of  one  of  his  staff-officers  T?as 
killed,  and  two  were  wounded;  at  the  same  time  a  bullet 
struck  the  horse  which  he  himself  was  riding.  At  2  p.m. 
an  assault  was  made  on  Hood's  line.  It  was  successfully 
repelled,  but  the  position  at  Resaca  had  become  one  of 
some  peril  without  compensating  advantage.  A  council 
of  war  was  therefore  called,  an  immediate  retreat  was 
resolved,  and  the  corps  TOmmanders  separated  to  put  it 
into  execution.  General  Polk  was  assigned  the  duty  of 
covering  the  retreat  by  holding  his  position  until  the 
remainder  of  the  army  could  be  withdrawn.  Toward 
morning  the  Federab  became  aware  of  the  retrograde 
movement,  and,  pres^ng  forward,  their  advance  in  the 
darkness  became  mingled  and  confused  with  the  rear  of 
General  Polk's  command.  Polk  himself  was  one  of  the 
last  to  cross  the  bridge,  which  was  then  fired. 

We  may  be  pardoned  for  now  presenting  a  final  pic- 
ture of  Ijeonidas  Polk  as  he  appeared  on  the  battlefield.' 

Wrapped  in  his  old  gray  hunting-shirt,  with  slouched  hat 
and  sabre,  he  sat  his  horse  and  received  the  leaden  compli- 
ments of  the  enemy  with  complacent  yet  not  indifferent  good- 
humor.  He  had  a  habit  of  shru^ing  his  shoulders  when  a 
Mini€  ball  came  too  close  to  his  car,  and  sometimes  he  would 
drop  a  chance  word  as  though  in  reply.  But  he  never  got  out 
of  the  way  for  them,  and,  if  there  was  anything  interesting  at 
hand,  was  wholly  indifferent  to  their  importunities.  In  battle 
he  was  a  daring  old  man,  with  his  heart  in  the  fray,  and  his 
best  faith  on  the  result;  riding  through  shot  and  shell  from 
point  to  point,  unconscious  of  danger,  directing  the  move- 
ments of  his  line  with  a  quiet  self-possession  which  bespoke 
'  Sketch  by  the  Hon.  Henry  Watteraon. 
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knowledge.  At  Shiloh,  at  Penyvillc,  at  Murfreeaboro,  at 
Chickamauga,  and  at  Rcsaca,  he  was  to  be  seen  constantly  at 
the  front,  at  every  part  of  his  line,  superviBing  the  progress 
of  events  with  his  own  presence.  .  .  .  One  day  at  Resaca  he 
called  the  writer  of  these  rude  lines  and  said,  "You  look 
hungry,  and  must  divide  my  lunch  with  me."  Some  one  had 
presented  him  a  box  of  guava  jelly  and  a  bit  of  wheat  bread 
(rarities  in  those  Confederate  times),  and  the  prospect  was 
tempting.  "But,"  stud  I,  "wouldn't  it  go  a  little  better  if 
we  were  in  a  safer  place?"  He  laughed  kindly,  and  replied, 
"Certainly  it  would."  And  we,  proceeded  to  find  one.  We 
had  scarcely  seated  ourselves,  however,  behind  an  oak-tree  at 
the  bottom  of  the  hill,  when  a  shrapnel  came  tearing  through 
the  air,  struck  the  oak  broadside  about  thirty  feet  above  us, 
and  precipitated  both,  lunch  and  all,  amid  a  mass  of  limbs  and 
fragments  into  a  gully  below.  "Hey-dey!"  cried  the  general, 
picking  himself  out  of  the  rubbish,  "you're  a  pretty  fellow  for 
selecting  covers'  Come!  we  may  as  well  take  ourselves  back 
to  the  front."  He  was  kind  and  considerate  of  his  men;  he 
was  approachable  and  self-denying  in  his  own  person;  and  he 
did  not  know  the  name  of  fear.  He  possessed  that  faculty  of 
inspiring  all  who  came  about  him  with  courage,  attributed  to 
Gener^  Zachary  Taylor.  He  was  proverbial  for  getting  into 
"hot  places";  and  he  seemed  to  be  able  to  pass  along  a  hue 
of  fire  like  the  children  through  the  fiery  furnace,  untouched. 
His  staff  loved  him  most  fondly.  He  was  every  inch  a  gen- 
tleman, without  mannerism  or  assumption, — simple  and  inno- 
cent, yet  dignified  and  imposing. 

On  the  night  of  his  arrival  at  Resaca  he  went  with 
General  Hood  to  Dalton  to  report  to  General  Johnston. 
While  on  the  way,  General  Hood  signified  to  General 
Polk  his  desire  to  be  baptized  and  received  into  the  com- 
munion of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  it  was  arrai:^;ed 
that  the  rite  should  be  performed  that  same  evening. 
On  reaching  Dalton,  General  Hood  directed  his  aides  to 
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await  him  at  bis  quarters,  while  the  two  generals  re- 
paired to  army  headquarters,  where  they  remained  with 
General  Johnstou  until  near  midnight.  They  then  went 
to  General  Hood's  quarters,  a  room  simply  furnished 
with  a  mess-table  and  four  chairs,  and  dimly  lighted  by 
a  single  candle.  It  was  then  occupied  by  a  group  of 
staif-officers.  The  simple  preparation  for  the  baptism 
was  quickly  made.  The  tin  basin  which  was  to  serve  as 
font  being  at  hand,  the  general  informed  General  Hood 
that  he  was  ready.  The  gallant  and  sorely  wounded 
soldier,  who  could  kneel  but  with  great  dilEculty,  was 
told  that  he  might  sit;  but  he  arose,  and,  leaning  on  his 
crutches,  reverently  bowed  his  head  to  be  signed  with 
the  sign  of  the  cross  by  the  Bishop  of  Louisiana. 

On  Monday,  the  16th,  the  retreat  was  continued  to  a 
point  two  and  a  half  miles  south  of  Calhoun,  where  the 
array  halted  and  preparations  were  made  for  a  stand. 
The  position  was  abandoned,  however,  and  at  2.30  p,m. 
on  Tuesday,  the  17th,  the  retreat  was  resumed,  and  was 
continued  on  the  I8th  in  the  direction  of  Adairsville. 
About  5  P.M.  on  the  18th  General  Polk  was  requested  by 
General  Johnston  to  officiate  in  his  priestly  office,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  request  of  Mrs,  Johnston,  which  had 
been  previously  expressed  in  the  following  exquisite 
note: 

Atlanta,  Ga.,  May  16. 

My  dear  General  Polk:  You  are  never  too  much  occupied,  I 
well  know,  to  paufie  to  perform  a  good  deed,  and  will,  I  am 
sure,  even  wlulst  leading  your  soldiers  on  to  victory,  lead  my 
soldier  nearer  to  God.  General  Johnston  has  never  been 
baptised.  It  is  the  dearest  wish  of  my  heart  that  he  should 
be,  and  that  you  should  perform  the  ceremony  would  be  a 
great  gratification  to  me.  I  have  written  to  him  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  am  sure  he  only  waits  your  leisure.  I  rejoice  that 
you  are  near  him  in  these  trying  times.     May  God  crown  all 
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your  efforts  with  success,  and  spare  your  life  for  your  country 
and  friends. 

With  h^h  esteem, 

I  remain,  very  truly  yours, 

L.  McLane  Johnston. 

That  night,  after  the  usual  conference  with  his  corps- 
commanders,  General  Johnston  was  baptized.  Kneeling 
in  his  tent  with  but  four  present,  the  bishop  fulBlled 
his  wish,  the  witnesses  being  General  Hardee  and  Gen- 
eral Hood. 

On  the  19th  the  retreat  was  continued  to  Cassville. 
The  enemy  advanced  slowly  and  cautiously,  with  about 
half  his  force  near  Kingston,  the  remainder  following 
the  retreating  army  from  Adairsville.  General  Johnston 
decided  to  send  the  two  corps  (Hood's  and  Polk's),  which 
were  then  at  Cassville,  to  attack  the  force  advancing 
from  Adairsville,  Hood's  corps  leading  oa  the  right. 

In  reference  to  this  movement  we  now  give  General 
Johnston's  letter,  kindly  written  to  Colonel  W.  D.  Gale, 
General  Polk's  aide-de-camp.  As  will  be  seen,  it  states 
General  Polk's  attitude  at  Cassville  more  fully  than  was 
done  in  General  Johnston's  official  report  and  in  hia 
"Narrative,"  and  in  so  doing  it  does  him  justice. 

Savannah,  May  24,  1869. 
My  dear  Colonel:  I  have  just  had  the  pleasure  to  read  your 
letter  of  the  I7th.  You  can  well  understand  that  the  good 
wishes  and  kindly  feelings  of  those  with  whom  I  was  asso- 
ciated in  the  most  trying  period  of  my  life  are  more  valuable 
to  me  than  those  of  other  men.  I  assure  you  that  our  inter- 
course in  that  time  was  of  a  nature  to  make  me  value  your 
friendly  language  especially.  As  to  the  oceurrencea  at  Cass- 
ville: there  were  two  changes  of  plan  there,  one  in  the  morn- 
ing, when  an  intended  attack  on  the  enemy  was  prevented  by 
General  Hood,  who  made  a  retrograde  instead  of  a  forward 


b>  Google 


356  POLK  EAGER  TO  ATTACK.  [1864 

movement  as  ordered;  the  other  at  night.  The  first  was  that 
which  disappointed  the  anny.  It  was  to  the  second  that  you 
refer.  Both  are  mentioned  briefly  in_  my  report  of  the  cam- 
paign. 

In  the  first  case  the  Federal  army  advancing  from  Adwrs- 
ville  waa  divided,  the  larger  portion  following  the  road  by 
Kingston,  the  other  the  direct  one  by  which  Polk's  and  Hood's 
corps  had  marched  the  day  before.  I  determined  to  attack 
the  latter  with  those  two  corps,  General  Polk  to  meet  and 
attack  the  enemy  in  front,  General  Hood  to  move  northward 
by  a  parallel  country  road,  a  mile  east  of  the  main  one,  and 
fall  upon  his  left  flank.  A  brief  order,  you  may  remember, 
was  read  to  the  troops,  announcing  that  they  were  about  to 
assume  the  offensive.  While  we  were  waiting  for  Hood's 
corps  to  get  into  position  (for  it  was  to  be  in  advance  by  a 
distance  equal  to  its  front),  the  general  heard  in  some  way  that 
a  Federal  army  was  approaching  our  r^t  from  the  rear  by 
the  Canton  road.  Without  informing  me,  he  moved  hack  and 
formed  his  corps  across  that  road  facing  to  the  east.  This 
frustrated  the  intended  attack,  and  made  a  defensive  pt&ition 
or  retreat  necessary.  The  first  course  waa  adopted,  and  the 
crest  of  the  ridge  in  the  rear  of  Cassville,  previously  examined, 
was  chosen.  Soon  after  the  troops  were  formed  on  it,  a  light 
cannonade  was  begun  by  the  enemy,  which  was  continued 
until  night.  Regarding  the  right  and  center  as  stroi^,  I 
passed  the  afternoon  with  General  Hardee  on  the  left,  and 
after  sunset  met  you  on  the  road  from  Cassville  to  Carters- 
ville,  a  httle  in  the  rear  of  General  Polk's  center,  and  received 
what  I  took  for  an  invitation  to  sup  with  General  Polk  to 
meet  the  other  lieutenant-generals.  I  went  about  eight  o'clock, 
and  found  General  Hood,  but  not  General  Hardee,  with  General 
Polk.  The  former  introduced  the  subject  of  our  position 
and  the  cannonade,  which  he  said  enfiladed  a  part  of  his  and 
a  part  of  General  Polk's  line  so  severely  as  to  have  produced 
demoralization  of  the  exposed  troops,  especially  the  part  of 
French's  division  that  occupied  the  enfiladed  portion  of 
General  Polk's  position.     Both  expressed  the  opinion  that  the 


b>  Google 


m..  58]  DIVINE  SERVICE  IW  CAMP.  357 

Federal  artillery  would  bo  sweep  these  two  points  next  day 
that  they  would  be  untenable;  they  held  it  to  be  neceaaary  to 
the  safety  of  the  army,  therefore,  that  it  should  be  moved  be- 
fore daybreak,  and  cross  the  Etowah.  After  a  discussion  of 
about  two  hours,  I  yielded,  on  the  ground  that  it  would  be 
hazardous  to  attempt  to  defend  a  position  r^arded  as  un- 
tenable by  two  of  the  three  lieutenant-generals;  for  I  thought 
the  exposure  to  artillery  much  less  than  it  had  been  in  front 
of  Resaca,  where  Hardee's  right  and  Hood's  left  joined. 
Hardee  joined  the  party  near  eleven  o'clock,  and  waa  greatly 
disappointed  to  learn  the  determination  to  abandon  auch  a 
position,  for  he  and  his  men  were  full  of  confidence.  You  say 
truly  that  General  Polk  advocated  offensive  fighting.  He  was 
anxious  that  we  should  assiul  the  enemy,  and  if  he,  instead  of 
General  Hood,  had  been  on  the  right  in  the  momii^,  the 
attack  ordered  would  have  been  executed.  He  was  opposed, 
however,  to  the  course  I  thought  moat  politiafor  us  then — 
defending  intrenched  lines.  Our  difference  of  opinion  on 
these  military  ■  questions  did  not  in  the  least  affect  our  per- 
sonal relations. 

General  Hardee  heard  the  reason  of  the  order  to  fall  back 
from  General  Hood.  I  think  that  General  Clayton  was 
occasionally  present  during  the  evenii^,  I  have  no  recollec- 
tion of  seeing  General  French  during  the  evenii^.  He  was 
repeatedly  quoted,  however. 

Yours  very  truly, 

J.  K.  Johnston. 

The  continuation  of  our  story  is  now  mainly  repro- 
duced from  Colonel  Gale's  diary: 

"Altoona,  Sunday,  May  22. 

"Still  waiting,  the  army  r&sting.  After  breakfast  the 
general  ordered  bis  horse,  and,  taking  two  officers  of 

'  We  here  refer  the  reader  to  the  report  of  General  Polk's  engicieer 
officer.  Captain  Walter  J.  Morris,  for  the  reaaonB  which  governed  Gen- 
eral Polk  in  the  advice  which  he  gave  od  this  occasioD.  See  Appendix 
to  Chapter  IX, 
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his  personal  staff,  rode  off,  without  indicatii^  where  he 
was  going.  Passing  along  the  bank  of  Altoona  Creek, 
amidst  bis  troops,  be  proceeded  to  the  brigade  of  Gen- 
eral Sears,  While  at  Demopolis,  a  young  Mr.  Bake- 
well,  from  Louisiana,  who  had  been  studying  for  the 
ministry  and  was  a  candidate  for  orders,  came  to  head- 
quarters to  obtain  permission  to  repair  to  some  place 
where  he  could  be  ordained,  with  the  view  of  beii^ 
assigned  to  duty  with  some  Ix>uisiana  regiment  as  its 
chaplain.  His  request  was  cheerfully  complied  with. 
He  left,  and,  in  the  hurry  and  excitement  that  ensued, 
was  apparently  forgotten.  He  had  been  kept  in  mind, 
however,  and  now  General  Polk  availed  himself  of  his 
first  leisure  moment  to  lend  him  assistance  and  encour- 
agement. Finding  him  with  his  regiment,  he  asked  to 
hear  him  read  the  church  service.  The  regiment  was 
soon  assembled  on  the  slope  of  a  hill,  and  there  under 
the  shade  of  the  forest  trees,  surrounded  by  his  troops, 
sittii^,  standing,  and  kneeling,  this  beautiful  Sunday 
morning,  the  general  listened  while  this  young  man  led 
the  service.  This  was  the  last  time  General  Polk  ever 
heard  the  service  read  by  mortal  lips  except  his  own. 
After  a  few  minutes  of  private  conversation  with  Mr. 
Bakewell,  he  bade  him  good-by  and  returned  to  his 
own  camp." 

On  Monday,  the  2.'Jd,  the  army  marched  toward  Dallas 
to  oppose  the  advance  of  Sherman  in  that  direction.  It 
reached  the  vicinity  of  New  Hope  Church  on  the  evening 
of  the  25th.  Here  a  fierce  but  unsuccessful  onslaught 
was  made,  first  upon  Hood's  corps  and  then  upon  a  por- 
tion of  Hardee's.  In  this  position  Johnston's  army  stood 
on  the  defensive  and  was  constantly  under  fire.  Day 
by  day,  and  in  regular  lines  of  intrenchment,  Sherman 
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approached.  Polk,  as  usual,  devoted  his  personal  atten- 
tion to  his  command.  His  habit  was  to  rise  early,  take 
a  light  breakfast,  mount  his  horse,  aad,  accompanied  by 
his  aides,  inspect  his  entire  Une  minutely,  patiently,  and 
thorot^hly.  He  never  ap[>eared  to  grow  weary;  his 
mental  and  physical  endurance  throughout  those  last 
days  excelled  that  of  the  youngest  and  most  hardy  of 
his  staff. 

Sherman,  having  failed  to  dislodge  the  Confederate 
line,  now  withdrew  a  portion  of  his  command,  with  a 
view  to  turning  Johnston's  right  and  reachii^  Marietta 
at  one  stroke;  but  Hardee  and  Polk  held  McPherson  so 
closely  to  his  position  upon  the  Federal  right  at  Dallas 
that  he  could  not  be  extricated  in  time  to  pennit  the 
carrying  out  of  Sherman's  design.  In  order  to  meet 
Sherman's  movement,  which  had  extended  to  the  rail- 
road north  of  Marietta,  Johnston  now  resolyed  to  change 
his  position  to  the  right. 

Before  this  movement  was  definitely  ordered,  however, 
a  general  attack  upon  the  Federal  army  had  been  con- 
sidered by  Johnston  and  his  subordinates.  Hood  urged 
that  it  should  be  initiated  by  an  attack  upon  Sherman's 
left  flank.  This  si^gestion  was  adopted,  but,  when  at- 
tempted, was  found  impracticable  because  it  was  met  by 
the  flankiiy;  movement  which  Sherman  was  then  making 
in  the  same  direction.  Sherman's  preponderance  of  force 
enabled  him  to  detach  a  good  portion  of  his  force  for 
operations  upon  the  flank,  and  yet  leave  enough  men  in 
hand  for  i^gressions  in  front,  should  the  opportunity 
present.  Therefore  the  withdrawal  of  Johnston's  army 
from  its  position  at  New  Hope  Church  was  a  movement 
of  deHcacy,  requiring  tact  and  celerity. 

General  Polk  gave  close  personal  attention  to  the 
preparations  necessary  for  withdrawing  his  command. 
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Boads  were  cut,  bridges  were  built,  guides  were  pro- 
vided, aud  a  staff-officer  was  assigned  to  each  division  to 
conduct  it  over  a  road  which  he  himself  had  previously 
examined. 

The  n^ht  of  the  5th  of  June  was  selected  for  the  with- 
drawal. Rain  and  heat  had  added  to  the  many  discom- 
forts of  the  army.  The  night  set  in  with  drizzling  rain 
and  iog.  Each  staff-officer  received,  as  usual,  from  Gen- 
eral Polk  himself,  minute  instructions  for  the  m^ch. 
The  line  began  to  move  at  11  p.m.,  leaving  skirmishers 
in  position,  to  be  relieved  by  cavalry  at  2  a.m.  General 
Polk  followed  hb  command,  groping  its  way  through 
mud  and  water  over  narrow  and  difficult  roads.  Wher- 
ever confusion  occurred  he  was  at  hand  to  direct,  re- 
store order,  and  set  the  column  ag^n  in  motion. 
Throi^hout  the  night  he  rode  back  and  forth  along  the 
line  splashing  through  mud,  plun^r^  through  water, 
drenched  with  rain,  keeping  the  column  on  its  march. 
At  dawn  he  left  the  men  kindling  their  fires,  went  to  an 
abandoned  dwelling  near  by,  and,  throwing  himself  on 
his  sheepskin,  sought  a  short  rest. 

The  morning  of  Tuesday,  June  7,  was  passed  in  com- 
parative quiet,  the  men  being  busy  with  the  defenses. 
At  noon  a  heavy  rain  flooded  the  ground  and  filled  the 
newly  made  trenches.  During  the  day  General  Polk 
was  riding  rapidly  in  front  of  the  newly  formed  line, 
and,  having  passed  beyond  the  right  of  his  command, 
came  in  front  of  some  Louisiana  troops  who  had  served 
under  him  at  Columbus  and  Belmont,  but  who  had  been 
separated  from  him  since  the  battle  of  Shiloh.  As  he 
came  in  sight  a  few  irregular  shouts  arose,  and  as  soon  as 
the  troops  recognized  their  former  general  an  outburst 
of  huzzas  from  the  entire  line  greeted  his  approach.  He 
advanced  to  the  troops  which  had  given  so  hearty  a  re- 
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ception,  and  entered  into  conversation  with  them.  After 
&  while,  with  encouraging  words  of  confidence  and  hope, 
he  raised  his  cap  and  rode  away  amid  renewed  cheers.. 

This  incident  was  but  one  of  many  such  which  greeted 
General  Polk  during  this  period.  First  and  last,  nearly 
every  command  in  that  army  had  served  under  his  imme- 
diate orders,  and,  as  General  Johnston  wrote  but  a  short 
time  before  his  own  death:  "As  General  Polk  had  served 
in  that  army  from  its  formation,  he  was  greatly  loved 
and  admired  in  it."  In  fact,  as  another  companion  in 
arms  has  written  of  him:  "Leonidas  Polk's  character, 
viewed  in  its  double  light  of  bishop  and  general,  priest 
and  soldier,  in  its  severe  simplicity  of  truthfubiess,  in- 
spired the  warmest  love  and  moat  ardent  admiration. 
His  brother  officers  confided  in  him  and  relied  upon  him; 
the  soldiers  trusted  him  and  loved  him," 

On  Wednesday,  June  8,  the  army  was  settling  down 
in  the  defenses  of  the  newly  formed  line.  With  his 
command  protected,  and  all  quiet,  General  Polk  in- 
dulged in  the  relaxation  of  "company  to  dinner,"  having 
sent  notes  of  invitation  to  Generals  Hardee  and  Hood  to 
join  him.  General  Hood,  being  indisposed,  was  com- 
pelled to  decline.  General  Hardee  came.  In  order  to 
give  them  the  best  entertainment  in  his  power  the  lean  calf 
had  been  killed,  whose  dam  had  just  helped  to  appease 
the  cravings  of  a  neighboring  regiment.  Aaron,  the 
colored  cook,  made  the  best  of  his  scanty  resources. 
The  calf's-head  soup  was  pronounced  to  be  all  that 
could  be  desired,  and  with  jest  and  anecdote  to  season 
the  homely  meal  the  general  and  their  aides  enjoyed  the 
dinner  with  greater  zest  than  they  -might  have  done  on 
more  formal  occasions. 

On  Thursday,  June  9,  General  Polk  rose  at  daylight 
and  rode  to  the  front,  and  afterward  to  army  head- 
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quarters  to  confer  with  the  commanding  general.  In 
the  afternoon  be  superintended  a  change  of  the  portion 
of  his  command,  which  was  moved  more  to  the  right, 
although  on  the  same  line. 

We  now  present,  consecutively,  extracts  from  letters 
written  by  General  Polk  to  members  of  his  family  dur- 
ii^  the  campaign. 

They  tell,  better  than  anything  heretofore  made  pub- 
lic, the  condition  of  the  army;  and  they  are  a  sufficient 
answer,  not  only  to  criticisms  which  have  been  directed 
against  General  Johnston's  conduct  of  its  aff^rs,  but 
are  also  a  reply  to  those  which  assumed  the  existence  of 
dissensions  between  Johnston  and  his  corps-commanders. 
Up  to  the  time  of  General  Polk's  death  nothing  of  that 
nature  was  developed,  and  the  writer  believes  that,  had 
Polk  lived,  General  Johnston  would  never  have  been 
displaced  from  the  command  of  this  army.  From  the 
close  of  the  Kentucky  campaign  until  Johnston  was 
finally  placed  in  command,  Polk,  as  we  have  seen,  con- 
tinued to  urge  his  assignment  to  the  command  of  the 
Army  of  Tennessee,  and  the  expressions  in  the  privacy 
of  these  letters  show  the  continuance  of  his  confidence 
and  regard. 

General  Polk's  attitude  toward  the  tale-bearers  and 
gossips  whom  the  rivalries  and  jealousies  common  to  a 
soldier's  life  seem  inevitably  to  develop  in  every  army, 
is  characteristically  expressed  in  a  reply  which  he  made 
to  one  of  them  the  day  after  the  retreat  from  Cassville. 
He  was  told  there  was  a  current  report  in  the  army  to 
the  effect  that  he  and  General  Hood  were  responsible 
for  the  failure  of  the  army  to  fight  at  that  position. 
"Is  that  so?"  replied  Polk,  "Well,  you  may  say  that  I 
take  all  the  blame  upon  myself."  Later,  when  one  of 
his  Mdes  remonstrated  with  him,  he  said,  "Ah,  well;  let 
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it  go,  my  shoulders  are  no  doubt  broad  enough  to  bear 
it."    His  real  responsibility  we  have  already  shown. 

Altoona  Station,  six  hilbs  south  of 
THE  Etowah  Eivbh,  May  21, 1864, 

My  dear  Wife:  I  informed  you  I  had  been  ordered  by  the 
President  to  turn  over  the  temporary  command  of  my  depart- 
ment to  General  Lee,  and  to  take  charge  of  so  much  of  my 
force  as  I  deemed  I  could  spare  from  the  department,  to  move 
to  the  assistance  of  General  Johnston.  I  did  so,  and  joined 
him  with  the  divisions  of  General  Loring,  General  French,  and 
General  Canty  (infantry),  and  of  General  Jackson  (of  the 
cavalry).  I  was  placed  in  command  of  the  left  wing  of  the 
army  (infantry).  After  my  army  joined  it,  I  held  Resaca 
until  General  Johnston's  forces  passed  the  Oostenaula  at  that 
place.  .  .  .  We  lost  nothing,  and  burned  the  bridge  after 
us.  Since  that  we  have  been  falling  back  from  point  to  point, 
to  find  ground  on  which  General  Johnston  was  willing  to 
fight  them.  I  think,  with  the  addition  of  force  brought  from 
Mississippi,  we  are  strong  enough  to  do  all  that  ought  to  be 
asked  of  ua,  and  by  God's  blessing  to  have  our  own  way  with 
what  is  before  us.  When  General  Johnston  will  oSer  battle 
I  do  not  know,  but  think  that  it  cannot  be  many  days  hence. 
The  troops  arc  in  fine  spirit,  and  feel  quite  confident  of  their 
ability  to  succeed  to  the  utmost  of  their  wishes. 

The  camp^gn  has  been  a  very  hard  one  thus  far;  a  good 
deal  of  marching  and  but  little  sleep.  ...  All  my  old  friends 
are  much  pleased  to  see  me  here  ^ain,  and  the  troops  have 
received  me  with  cordial  demonstrations  of  pleasure.  All 
this  is  very  grateful  to  my  feelings,  and  I  hope  I  appreciate 
it  properly. 

You  will  be  interested  in  hearing  that  the  first  night  of  my 
arrival  with  the  army  I  baptized  Lieutenant-General  Hood. 
It  was  on  the  eve  of  an  expected  battle.  The  scene  was  a 
touching  one, — he,  with  one  leg,  leaning  on  his  crutehes,  a 
veteran  in  the  midst  of  his  and  my  officers,  and  I  the  ofEciat- 
ing  miuiater.    His  heart  was  fully  in  it.    A  few  nights  after, 
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at  the  instance  <^  General  Johnston,  and  in  compliance  with 
the  request  of  the  enclosed  note,  I  baptized  him  also,  Lieuten- 
ant-Generals  Hardee  and  Hood  being  witnesses.  It  was  a 
deeply  solemn  scene,  and  what  a  passage  for  history! 

Nbar  New  Hope  Church, 
Friday,  27th  May,  1864. 
My  beloved  Wife:  I  wrote  you  about  four  days  ago  stating 
we  were  all  well.  Since  then  I  have  received  your  welcome 
letter,  written  on  our  wedding-day.  How  many  delightful  re- 
Hections  and  remembrances  that  day  suggests.  We  have  had 
our  trials,  dear  wife,  but  we  have  had  our  blessings  too,  and 
oh!  how  many,  in  comparison  with  the  unworthiness  of  the 
subjects  of  them!  God  be  praised  for  all  His  mercies,  but, 
above  and  beyond  all,  for  the  knowledge  and  grace  brought 
to  us  through  His  beloved  Son,  our  Lord  and  Saviour.  I  thank 
Him  and  priuse  Him,  and  magnify  His  holy  name  for  all  His 
abounding  loving-kindness  and  tender  mercies.  We  have  as 
yet  not  met  the  enemy  in  a  pitched  battle,  but  I  tliink  we  shall 
before  many  days.  Our  troops  are  in  exceedingly  fine  spirits 
and  very  confident.  We  have,  I  think,  a  very  fine  army,  and 
one  wliich  is  very  united.  The  relations  between  the  general 
officers^Tohnston,    Hardee,    Hood,    and    myself — are    very 


I  hope  your  health  has  become  bettor,  or  at  least  that  it 
will  become  so.  "Let  not  your  heart  be  troubled,  neither  let 
it  be  afraid";  your  Father's  hand  is  under  you,  and  he  will 
take  care  of  you  and  yours,  hereafter  as  heretofore.  Give  my 
tonder  love  to  all  the  dear  children. 

New  Hope  Church,  Pauujing  Citt, 
NEAR  Marietta,  Ga.,  June  1, 1864. 
My  dear  Wife:  I  am  in  receipt  yesterday  of  your  letter  of 
the  25th,  wliich  was  very  welcome,  as  it  gave  me  intelligence 
of  your  improving  health.  I  can' well  imagine  your  surprise 
at  finding  me  so  suddenly  transferred  to  the  field.  But  it  is 
what  might  have  been  exi)ected,  and  considering  that  the 
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Anny  of  the  Mississippi  (Federal)  was  sent  here,  there  was  a 
propriety  in  the  Army  of  the  Miseiasippi  (Confederate)  being 
sent  also  to  confront  it.  I  have  been  veiy  hard  at  work  get- 
ting my  army  into  condition,  and  have  now  about  14,000 
eETectives — ^that  is,  muskets  (independent  of  officers) — of  in- 
fantry, and  about  4,000  cavaby;  in  all,  an  army  of  about  19,000 

This  army,  too,  is  in  fine  condition  and  fine  spirits.  It  is  a 
most  welcome  addition  to  the  strength  of  Johnston.  I  think 
I  have  never  seen  the  troops,  one  and  all,  in  such  fine  spirits 
and  condition  as  they  now  are,  and  am  of  the  very  common 
opinion  that  under  God  we  shall  beat  them  when  the  colllsioa 
shall  take  place.  Indeed,  the  anny  is  juat  ready  to  go  along 
itself  when  it  shall  be  put  at  its  work.  Their  numbers  are 
somewhat  larger  than  ours,  but  the  difference  is  not  such  as 
in  our  opinion  to  affect  the  result.  I  think  it  likely  we  shall 
find  it  expedient  to  pass  the  Chattahoocbie,  but  the  battle  may 


Lost  Mountain  P.  O.,  June  7, 1864, 

914  MILES  FROU  MaRIBTFA. 

My  beloved  Wife:  We  are  all  well.  Our  army  is  in  fine 
spirits,  and,  under  God,  quite  ready  to  meet  the  enemy.  But 
he  does  not  appear  to  be  inclined  to  meet  us.  He  prefers 
operating  on  our  flanks.  I  take  it  Johnston  will  terminate 
this  shortly.  He  is  suffering  by  delay  much  more  than  we  are. 
Indeed,  my  own  Army  of  the  Mississippi  has  increased,  and  is 
increasing  every  day;  we  are  stronger  by  sever^  thousand 
than  when  I  started  from  Miseissippi,  and  my  command  ia  in 
fine  condition,  and  is  thought  to  be  well  organized  and  equipped, 
and  the  spirit  of  its  administration  is  as  fine  as  I  could  desire, 
great  harmony  prevailing  everywhere. 

We  bad,  three  lughts  ago,  the  hardest  and  most  trying  march 
I  have  ever  experienced.  All  night  in  the  rain,  and  the  roads 
as  sloppy  and  deep  as  you  may  imagine;  the  cheerful  spirits 
of  the  troops,  joking,  etc.,  was  very  striking.  I  am  ordered  to 
move  my  army  from  the  extreme  left  over  to  the  extreme 
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right  to-day,  and  it  is  now  moving.  My  right  will  rest  on  the 
railroad  station  above  Marietta.  The  troops  are  well  fed,  and 
we  are  getting  plenty  of  subsistence  for  the  horses.  My  staff 
is  well  organized  and  quite  full,  so  there  is  no  confusion,  and 
there  is  efficiency. 

In  the  Field,  four  miles  north  of  Marietta, 
June  11,  1864. 

Things  arc  much  as  they  have  been  for  some  days  past. 
We  have  taken  up  a  strong  position,  which  we  have  fortified 
and  now  hold,  across  the  railroad  four  miles  above  Marietta. 
The  enemy  has  rebuilt  the  railroad  brii^e  across  the  Etowah, 
and  will  be  able  to  use  it  to-morrow  or  the  next  day  most 
probably.  He  is  in  the  meantime  deploying  in  our  front  so 
as  to  extend  over  the  ground  covered  by  us.  He  will  perhaps 
not  move  forward  until  his  supplies  get  up  by  rail;  this  may 
take  a  day  or  two.  Nor  do  I  think  he  will  attack  us  in  front. 
He  will  most  probably  attempt  to  occupy  us  in  front  while  he 
attempts  to  turn  one  or  other  of  our  flanks — 1  think  our  right 
flank.  Our  army  is  in  fine  condition  and  in  excellent  spirits, 
and  I  think,  under  the  blessing  of  God,  will  do  its  duty.  We 
feel  easy  about  the  result,  though  there  must  be  inevitably  a 
good  deal  of  hard  fighting. 

I  have  never  known  the  army  to  be  so  well  clad  and  shod  and 
fed  as  at  present,  or  so  well  organized,  or  so  easily  handled. 
Its  experience  in  campaigning  has  been  highly  instructive 
and  profitable,  and  its  general  temper  i?  as  good  as  we  could 
desire.  This  is  quite  remarkable,  seeing  that  the  campaign 
from  Dalton  down  to  this  place  has  certainly  been  the  hardest 
I  have  experienced  since  the  war  began.  It  is  very  gratify- 
ing to  find  that  the  troops  and  the  country  appear  to  have 
undiminished  confidence  in  the  ability  and  skill  of  General 
Johnston,  and  he  seems  to  be  managing  thii^  very  prudently. 
Our  losses  in  the  campaign  have  been  comparatively  smiUI. 
I  think  those  of  the  enemy  cannot  fall  much  short  of  20,000 
from  the  battles  and  skirmishes  and  other  causes,  so  that 
upon  the  whole  the  situation  is  satisfactory.  .  ,  ^ 
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I  continue  to  receive  every  day  fresh  aecesdons  to  my  com- 
mand. My  own  health  has  at  no  time  been  better,  and  you 
may  say  to  your  mother  that  she  is  greatly  mistaken  if  she 
thinks  I  do  not  take  care  of  myself. 

We  now  give  the  last  letter  written  by  Leonidas  Polk : 

June  13,  1864. 

My  dear  Daughter:  Since  I  heard  of  your  marriage  I  have 
been  more  constantly  and  intently  eng^ed  than  I  have  been 
in  any  campaign  I  have  ever  made,  and  so  have  not  found 
time  to  write  to  you  as  I  had  hoped. 

You  have  now,  my  dear  cliild,  entered  upon  a  new  field, 
and  under  God's  blessing  {upon  which,  if  you  look  to  Him, 
you  may  count)  your  future  happiness  and  success  will  de- 
pend very  much  upon  yourself.  Do  always  what  is  right,  not 
calculating  what  is  expedient,  but  try  and  find  out  what  is 
right,  and  with  a  pure  heart  and  true  devotion  go  straight 
forward  and  do  it.  Be  always  kind  and  considerate  of  the 
feelings  and  rights  of  others,  and  you  will  be  very  apt  to  have 
your  feelings  and  rights  respected.  Watch  gainst  Impatience 
of  spirit.  If  you  keep  your  heart  always  under  the  dominion 
of  the  grace  of  God's  spirit  you  will  be  very  apt  to  have  your 
own  power  of  self-control  complete  and  perfect.  That  is  a 
thii^  to  be  cultivated,  and  is  the  fruit  of  watchfulness  and 
prayerfulness.  Let  it  be  the  business  of  your  life  to  strive  for 
large  attainments  in  that  way.  It  will  be  your  greatest  safety 
from  yourself,  the  world,  and  the  devil,  and  will  be  a  shield 
and  tower  of  strength  for  you.  .  .  , 

I  trust  it  cannot  be  a  great  while  before  this  war  will  be 
at  an  end,  and  we  shall  then  find  field  enough  for  us  all  to 
make  a  living  in,  and  that  we  shall  in  the  meantime  practice 
such  economy  as  shall  enable  us  to  Uve  through  the  war. 

I  am  now  looking  for  an  attack  of  the  enemy  on  our  lines, 
and  avail  myself  of  the  pause  and  quiet  that  prevail  to  write 
you  these  few  lines. 

Our  army  is  in  good  spirits,  and  confident,  under  the  bless- 
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ii^  of  God,  of  success  in  the  coming  conflict.    It  is  also  in 
high  condition.    Our  trust  is  in  God. 

May  the  good  Lord  bless  and  keep  you  and  yours,  my  dear 
child,  in  all  your  coming  experiences  and  trial  of  life,  and 
afterward  receive  you  to  glory,  is  the  prayer  of  your  affec- 
tionate father.  L.  Polk. 

On  the  morning  of  Friday,  June  10,  before  leaving 
his  headquarters  on  his  daily  round.  General  Polk  gave 
orders  to  have  them  removed  to  the  dwelling  of  Mr. 
Hardige,  a  mile  nearer  Marietta.  There  were  several 
young  grandchildren  of  his  host,  Mr.  Kirk,'  who  had 
been  objects  of  interest  to  the  staff,  but  to  no  one  of 
them  more  than  to  General  Polk.  One  of  his  aides 
had  given  each  of  the  children  a  plate  of  sorghum  mo- 
lasses as  a  treat  before  leaving.  They  had  made  good 
use  of  it,  and  bountifully  smeared  their  lips  and  cheeks 
with  its  sweetness.  In  this  plight  General  Folk  found 
them  as  he  was  about  to  leave.  He  stooped  down  and 
raised  a  curly-headed  girl  of  four  summers,  of  whom  he 
had  become  very  fond,  and  set  her  on  his  knee,  to  give 
her  a  parting  kiss.  After  several  attempts  he  said  as  if 
to  himself,  "  I  can't  find  a  spot  clean  enough  to  kiss,"  and 
then  to  an  officer  near,  "I  have  a  great  mind  to  get  some 
water  and  wash  her  face;  do  you  think  her  mother  would 
care?"  He  took  another  look,  got  in  a  kiss  somewhere 
amidst  the  molasses,  and,  letting  her  gently  down  from 
his  knee,  moved  away. 

The  enemy  now  appeared  in  front,  and  there  was 
heavy  skirmishing  all  along  the  line. 

Saturday,  June  11,  set  in  gloomy  and  rwny.  Mr. 
Hardige's  dwelling.  General  Polk's  present  headquarters, 
was  four  miles  from  Marietta,  on  the  Lost  Mountain 
o  the  Con- 
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road,  almost  under  the  sliadow  of  Kenesaw  Mountain. 
It  was  a  frame  house,  with  the  body  of  it  partitioned 
into  two  rooms.  A  piazza  extended  along  the  front  of 
the  dwelling,  and  one  end  of  it  was  boarded  in  so  as  to 
form  a  room,  which  was  set  apart  for  him.  It  was  fur- 
nished with  a  su^le  bed,  a  small  table,  and  a  chair.  On 
the  table  were  inkstand,  pens,  paj>er,  and  envelopes, 
such  as  the  hard  fortunes  of  the  Confederacy  afforded, 
together  with  maps  of  the  surrounding  country.  In  a 
comer  stood  his  sword.  In  front  of  the  house,  a  little 
to  one  side,  within  call,  was  a  lai^e  tent,  which  was  his 
adjutant-general's  office,  while  the  wooded  slope  of  an 
adjacent  lot  was  whitened  with  the  tents  and  enlivened 
by  the  camp-fires  of  his  general  staff  and  his  escort,  the 
Orleans  light-horse. 

We  quote  a^ain  from  Colonel  Gale's  diary: 

To-day  several  designs  for  corps,  division  and  brigade 
flags  were  submitted  to  the  general,  and  for  his  headquarters 
he  selected  a  white  cross  on  a  red  field,  with  the  remark  that 
he  liked  it  best  because  of  the  emblem,  "Purity-  upon  a  field 
of  blood."  In  the  afternoon  he  rode  to  the  front  and  thence 
to  army  headquarters,  returning  at  night  during  a  heavy  rain. 

On  Sunday,  June  12,  the  morning  broke  foggy  and 
rainy.  For  twelve  successive  days  it  had  rained  more 
or  less  heavily.  The  roads  were  almost  impassable, 
and  the  condition  of  the  men  in  the  trenches  was  de- 
plorable. 

General  Polk  seemed  more  abstracted  to-day  than  usual. 
He  kept  his  room  and  was  engaged  in  reading  his  Bible  and 
some  Uttle  books  which  had  been  prepared  by  Dr.  Quintard, 
and  adapted  to  the  use  of  the  soldiers  as  a  convenient  substi- 
tute for  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer.  The  general  seemed 
deeply  interested,  as  he  was  observed  to  be  intently  reading 
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them  by  an  officer  who  had  occasion  to  enter  hia  room  on 
official  business.  The  rain  was  still  pouring  down  through 
the  rising  fog.  An  occasional  shot  from  the  skirmish-line, 
as  it  sent  its  deadened  report  through  the  heavy  air,  waa 
a31  that  reminded  us  that  the  enemy  was  still  near.     About 

10  A.M.,  the  general  came  out  and  said  to  an  officer  of  hie 
staff  that  he  would  like  to  read  the  church  service.  The 
announcement  gave  general  satisfaction,  and  in  a  few  mo- 
ments the  family  sitting-room  was  made  ready,  and  the  audience 
assembled.  A  small  table  placed  near  a  window  served  as  a 
desk.  The  room,  the  house,  the  piazza,  were  filled  with  men 
in  gray,  and,  as  there  was  not  space  enough  inside,  quite  a 
number  stood  near  the  windows  and  doors  and  under  the 
dripping  eaves;  their  rapt  attention  gave  evidence  of  their 
interest  in  the  occadon.  Of  those  who  were  within,  some 
sat  in  chairs,  some  on  the  floor,  and  others  stood  during  the 
whole  service,  while  those  without,  drawing  their  hats  down 
over  their  necks,  stood  patiently  while  the  pouring  rain  ran 
in  rivulets  down  their  shoulders.  With  dignity  and  solemnity 
worthy  of  a  prophet  of  old,  the  general  read  the  service  through- 
out, and  joined  in  the  sin^g  of  a  psalm  and  hymn,  his  whole 
manner  being  remarkable  for  its  impressiveness  and  devotion. 
In  a  voice  tremulous  with  emotion  he  read  the  concludii^ 
prayer,  and,  askii^  a  blessing,  sat  down  in  profound  silence. 
This  was  the  last  time  he  ever  read  the  service  of  the  Church. 

The  morning  of  Monday,  June  13,  broke  like  the  day 
before  It,  fo^y  and  rainy.  As  all  was  quiet  in  front, 
General  Polk  remained  within  doors,  writing.     About 

11  A.M.  he  received  the  following  note  from  general  head- 
quarters: 

9.30  a.m.,  June  13,  1864. 
General:  You  will  do  me  a  favor  by  (pving  me  the  benefit 
of  your  opinion  on  the  subject  of  the  mode  of  occupying  our 
intrenchments  to  the  best  advantage.  It  is  important  that 
we  should  keep  in  our  works  only  the  number  of  men  neces- 
sary to  hold  them,  that  we  may  have  a  strong  movable  force. 
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For  the  line  you  now  occupy,  how  many  men,  on  an  average, 
would  be  necessary  for  each  one  hundred  yards,  and  how  many 
guns  for  the  front? 

I  respectfully  suggest  that  your  artillery  officer  and  Briga- 
dier-General Shoup  together  examine  the  line  from  your  right 
to  General  Hood's,  to  determine  what  number  of  guns  can  be 
advantageously  placed  upon  it. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  E.  Johnston, 

Lieutenant-Genehal  Polk. 

To  this  General  Polk  replied: 

June  13,  1864,  1.30  p.m. 

General:  I  have  had  a  conference  with  my  division  com- 
manders, and  have  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  I  could,  in 
case  of  an  attack  by  us  on  the  enemy,  hold  the  line  now  occu- 
pied by  my  command  with  a  fraction  more  than  one-third  of 
its  whqle  force,  say  5,000  men.  That  presumes  that  the 
other  two-thirds  are  out  of  the  trenches,  in  the  rear  of  the  line. 
and  held  ready  to  be  employed,  either  to  support  the  right  or 
the  left,  or  to  be  used  to  support  the  front  line  should  it  be 
attacked.  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  note  from  General  Hood, 
and  perceive  he  makes  about  the  same  estimate.^  I  will  call 
this  evening  and  see  you. 

Yours  respectfully, 
L.  Polk,  Lieutenani-General. 

General  J.  E.  Johnston. 

General  Polk  went  to  army  headquarters  and  had  a 
consultation  with  the  conuuiinding  general,  who  ex- 
pressed a  desire  to  make  a  personal  inspection,  on  the 
following  momii^,  of  an  advanced  position,  held  by  the 
division  of  Major-General  Bate,  on  Pine  Mountain,  and 
he  requested  General  Polk  to  accompany  him  and  assist 
in  the  examination.  An  appointment  for  that  purpose 
having  been  made,  General  Polk  returned  to  his  bead- 
quarters. 
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The  moroing  of  Tuesday,  Juae  14,  dawned  clear,  and 
the  rainy  season  seemed  to  be  over.  General  Polk  took 
an  early  breakfast,  and  bis  horse  was  ready  to  be  mounted 
as  soon  as  General  Johnston  appeared.  In  the  meantime 
he  sent  the  followii^,  his  last  order,  to  Major-General 
French: 

June  14, 1864,  S  a.m. 

General:  General  Polk  desires  you  to  extend  your  present 
line,  at  once,  to  the  left,  so  as  to  cover  the  recent  line  occupied 
by  General  Canty.        Respectfully, 

Thos.  M.  Jack,  A.  A.-G. 

Major-General  French. 

• 

He  then  sent  verbal  directions  to  General  French  to 
extend  his  skirmishers  so  as  to  connect  with  the  skirmish 
line  of  General  Hardee,  the  writer  beit^  charged  with 
the  delivery  of  this  message  and  the  supervision  of  the 
execution  of  its  det^ls.* 

General  Johnston  arrived  soon  after  8  a.m.  General 
Polk  mounted  and  rode  with  him  toward  the  headquar- 
ters of  General  Hardee,  who  was  to  join  them  in  the  ex- 
amination. ,  Elach  general  was  attended  by  several  mem- 
bers of  his  staff.  General  Polk  was  accompanied  by 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Jack,  A.  A.-G,,  Colonel  W.  D.  Gale,' 
A.-D.-C,  Major  Frank  McNairy,  volunteer  A.-D.-C., 
and  Lieutenant  Hopkins  of  the  Orleans  light-horse.  The 
party  reached  the  quarters  of  General  Hardee  about 
10  A.M.  and  dismounted;  after  a  short  consultation  all 
mounted  t^ain  and  rode  forward.  In  a  few  minutes  they 
were  on  the  main  line  of  the  intrenchments,  through 

'  Qener&l  Polk  called  the  writer  to  him,  and  leaiiiDg  upoD  his  aboul- 
der,  drew  the  line  of  battle  upon  the  grouDd  with  the  toe  of  bia  boot. 
Then.  explaininK  what  waa  needed,  he  directed  him  to  eiecute  it,"and 
after  that  to  report  back  I'D  headquarters  and  await  hia  returD. 

'  The  account  of  this  ride  and  Geoeral  Folk's  death  ia  taken  from  the 
notea  of  General  Polk'a  aide.  Colonel  W.  D.  Gale. 
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which  they  passed  and  continued  their  course  for  nearly 
a  mile,  when  they  dismounted  behind  a  sharp  hill,  known 
as  Pine  Mounts,  and  moved  cautiously  over  the  top, 
and  then  down  a  few  yards  to  a  small  earthwork,  occu- 
pied by  a  battery  and  its  supports. 

On  reaching  the  crest  of  the  hill  the  spectators  had  a 
full  view  of  the  surroundmg  country,  over  which  sun- 
shine and  shadow  moved,  keepii^  pace  with  the  slowly 
driftmg  clouds.  Both  Imes  of  battle  were  plainly  vis- 
ible. Bodies  of  men  could  be  seen,  busy  with  axe  and 
spade.  Guns  were  being  placed  in  position.  Groups  of 
officers  could  be  distinguished  moving  about  behind  the 
lines.  The  adjacent  fields  were  white  with  the  covers  of 
a  thousand  w^ons.  In  the  distance,  to  the  front,  lay 
the  hills  of  Etowah;  to  the  r^ht,  the  peaks  of  Kenesaw. 

The  constant  firing  of  the  heavy  lines  of  skirmishers, 
reinforced  here  and  there  by  the  guns  of  some  battery, 
whose  position  was  marked  by  the  white  smoke  which  in 
the  still  ah-  settled  about  it — all  combined  to  make  the 
scene  one  of  unusual  beauty  and  grandeur.  In  the  en- 
thusiasm of  the  moment  some  of  the  officers  stood  on 
the  parapet  and  exposed  themselves  to  the  sharp  gaze  of 
hostile  eyes.  The  men  of  the  battery  vainly  warned 
them  of  the  danger.  While  they  were  speaking  there 
was  a  flash,  a  puff  of  smoke,  a  sharp  report,  and  in  an 
instant  fragments  of  splintered  rock  and  flying  earth 
scattered  around  them,  as  a  shot  was  buried  in  the  para- 
pet. The  officers  separated,  each  seeking  some  place  of 
greater  safety.  General  Johnston  and  General  Polk 
moved  together  to  the  left,  and  stood  for  a  few  moments 
in  earnest  conversation  behind  a  parapet.  Several  shots 
now  passed  together  just  above  the  parapet  and  touched 
the  crest  of  the  hill.  Generals  Johnston  and  Polk,  hav- 
ii^E  apparently  completed  their  observations,  began  to 
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retrace  their  steps.  General  Johnston  fell  a  few  paces 
behind,  and  diverged  to  the  right;  General  Polk  walked 
to  the  crest  of  the  hill,  and,  entirely  exposed,  turned  him- 
self around,  as  if  to  take  a  farewell  view.  Folding  his 
arms  across  his  breast,  he  stood  intently  gazing  on  the 
scene  below.  While  he  thus  stood,  a  cannon-shot  crashed 
through  his  breast,  and  opening  a  wide  door,  let  free  that 
indomitable  spirit.  Amid  the  shot  and  shell  now  poured 
upon  the  hill,  his  faithful  escort  gathered  up  the  body  and 
bore  it  to  the  foot  of  the  hill.  There,  in  a  sheltered 
ravine,  his  sorrow-stricken  comrades,  silent  and  in  tears, 
gathered  around  his  mangled  corpse.' 

Hardee,  bending  over  the  lifeless  form,  S£ud  to  John- 
ston, "General,  this  has  been  a  dear  visit.  We  have  lost 
a  brave  man,  whose  death  leaves  a  vacancy  not  easily 
filled";  then,  kneeling  by  the  side  of  the  dead  body,  he 
exclaimed:  "My  dear,  dear  friend,  little  did  I  think  this 
morning  that  I  should  be  called  upon  to  witness  this." 
Johnston,  with  tears  in  bis  eyes,  knelt  and  IMd  his  hand 
upon  the  cold  brow  of  the  fallen  hero,  saying,  "We  have 
lost  much!     I  would  rather  anything  but  this." 

During  the  afternoon  Hood  wrote  to  Johnston:  "  I  am 
too  sad  to  come  over  this  evening.  It  is  bard  that  one 
so  noble,  generous,  and  brave  as  our  friend  should  be 
taken  from  us." 


'  This  account  of  the  death  of  Leonidas  Polk  is  given  in  the  words  of 
Ms  aide,  Col.  W.  D.  Gale,  who  was  anxioualy  watching  him  as  he  atoud. 
Lieut.  Amtide  Hopkins  and  Col,  Gale  were  the  first  of  his  staff  to  reach 
him.  Lieut.  Hopkins  states,  "  I  saw  General  Polk  alone,  on  the  very 
crest  of  the  bill,  with  arms  crossed  and  looking  intently  to  his  front,  as 
though  loath  to  leave  the  spot.  It  was  always  the  habit  of  his  staff,  in 
the  General's  frequent  moments  of  unnecessary  exposure,  to  try  and 
draw  him  from  these  places  of  danger.  In  an  instant  I  was  at  bis  side, 
but,  alas,  too  late,  for  at  that  very  instant  be  was  struck. "— Address 
before  Camp  Beauregard.  No.  30,  Louisiana  Division,  Confederate 
Veterans.  April  10,  1907, 
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The  news  went  along  the  line  from  left  to  r^ht  that 
Polk  had  fallen.  It  reached  the  pickets,  passed  from 
them  to  the  enemy  in  front,  then  to  their  comrades  in 
the  rear.  Before  his  Hmba  were  become  rigid  in  death, 
his  fall  was  known  in  Washington  as  well  as  Richmond. 

His  body  was  at  length  placed  in  an  ambulance,  and 
the  mournful  cavalcade  slowly  and  silently  retraced  its 
steps,  and  followed  his  remains  to  headquarters.  "Jerry," 
the  noble  roan  he  had  ridden  in  nearly  all  his  marches 
and  battles,  was  led  riderless  in  front. 

That  afternoon  the  following  general  order  to  the 
army  marked  the  end  of  the  eventful  career  of  Leonidas 
Polk: 

Headquarters,  Arut  of  Tennessee, 

In  the  Field,  June  14,  1864. 
General  Field  Orders  No.  2. 

Comrades:  You  are  called  to  mourn  your  first  capt^n,  your 
oldest  companion  in  arms.  Lieutenant-General  Polk  fell  to- 
day at  the  outpost  of  this  army, — the  army  he  raised  and 
commanded,  in  all  of  whose  trials  he  shared,  to  all  of  whose 
victories  he  contributed. 

In  this  distinguished  leader  we  have  lost  the  most  courteous 
of  gentlemen,  the  most  gallant  of  soldiers. 

The  Christian,  patriot,  soldier,  has  neither  lived  nor  died  in 
vwn.    HiB  example  ia  before  you;  his  mantle  rests  with  you. 
J.  E.  Johnston,  Getieral. 

KiNLOCK  Falconer,  A.  A.-G. 
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New  York,  June  25, 1878. 
Dr.  W.  M.  Polk,  288  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York. 

Dear  Sir:  In  reply  to  your  note  of  the  20th  inet.,  Baking  me 
to  give  you  my  recoUeotioiis  of  the  circamstancea  in  regard  to 
the  retreat  of  the  Confederate  armies  from  Casaville,  Ga.,  to 
the  Bouth  side  of  the  Etowafa  River,  I  will  state  the  facts  as 
oonueoted  with  myself,  as  follows: 

At  the  time  when  the  Confederate  armies  of  Tenneasee  and 
Mississippi,  under  the  command  of  GeneralJ.  E.  Johnston,  and 
the  Federal  armies  under  General  Sherman,  were  manceu- 
Tering  in  the  neighborhood  of  Cassville,  I  had  nearly  com- 
pleted my  journey  from  Demopolis,  Ala.,  to  that  town,  to  join 
Lieutenant- General  Polk,  commanding  the  Army  of  Missis- 
rappi,  who  waa  with  General  Johnston  in  that  vicinity.  I  had 
crossed  the  country  in  company  with  a  part  of  that  command. 
I  arrived  at  the  Cassville  railway  station  about  half -past  three 
or  four  o'clock  of  the  afternoon  of  the  19th  of  May,  1864,  and 
met  one  of  our  staff,  who  informed  me  that  the  lieutenant- 
general  desired  to  see  me  as  soon  as  I  arrived.  I  passed  on 
without  delay  to  his  headquarters,  about  half  a  mile  to  the 
northeast  of  the  railway  station,  and  met  General  Polk  at  the 
door  of  the  cabin  used  for  headquarter  purposes.  I  entered 
immediately,  and  he  placed  a  skeleton  map  before  me,  giving 
the  surrounding  country,  and  pointed  out  the  positions  of  the 
Confederate  forces,  and  the  known  and  supposed  locations  of 
the  Federals,  ^ving  such  additional  information  las  to  enable 
me  to  fully  understand  the  actual  condition  of  affairs.  This 
was  done  rapidly.  He  then  request«d  me  to  go  at  once  and 
examine  the  extreme  right  of  his  line,  as  he  considered  it  un- 
tenable for  defense. 

376 
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Firsl.  He  desired  me  to  form  an  opimou  if,  hj  oonstniot- 
ing  a  rifle-pit,  bis  line  could  be  held  against  enich  an  attack  as 
might  be  reasonably  expected  in  the  morning. 

Second.  To  oarefnlly  examine  that  part  of  the  line  enfiladed, 
to  see  if  it  was  possible  to  construct  traverses  to  enable  him 
to  hold  the  position  on  the  defensive. 

Third.  To  esamiue  the  gronnd  immediately  in  his  front,  m 
reference  to  advancing,  and  to  note  in  reference  the  positions 
then  occupied  by  the  several  batteries  in  front  and  to  the 
right  of  Lieutenant- General  Hood's  line. 

FotiTth.  If  these  batteries  to  the  front  and  right  of  Hood's 
line  could  be  taken  by  special  movement. 

These  explanations,  noting  them  down  and  getting  a  trac- 
ing of  the  skeleton  map,  required  about  thirty  minutes,  and  I 
started  for  that  part  of  the  line  in  question.  General  Polk  im- 
pressing upon  me  the  necessity  of  reaching  that  part  of  the 
line  as  soon  as  pos^ble,  as  I  would  only  have  about  two  hours 
of  dayUght  to  make  the  examinations.  Furnishing  me  with  a 
fresh  horse,  one  of  his  own,  and  the  necessary  guides  from  his 
escort,  I  reached  the  ground  in  fifteen  minutes.  I  was  in- 
structed to  return  as  soon  after  dwk  as  possible,  for,  if  neces- 
sary, an  invitation  would  be  sent  to  General  Johnston  to  come 
to  his  (General  Polk's)  headquarters.  Lieutenant- General 
Hood  was,  I  think,  with  General  Polk  when  I  left- 
Arriving  upon  the  line  of  battle,  I  found  Major-General 
French's  division  (Army  of  the  Mississippi)  located  on  the 
extreme  right  of  the  army,  and  occupying  the  part  of  the 
line  in  question.  To  his  right  was  the  line  of  Lieutenant- 
General  Hood's  corps  (Army  of  Tennessee),  forming  the  ex- 
treme right  of  the  Confederate  infantry  foraea. 

The  crest  of  the  ridge  occupied  by  fVench's  division  was 
about  140  feet  above  the  plain  or  valley  in  which  the  town  of 
Cassvitle  is  located.  This  ridge  is  cut  across  by  a  ravine  of 
about  50  feet  deep,  its  sides  rising  from  the  bottom  on  either 
side  at  about  30  degrees.  The  location  of  this  ravine  on 
French's  line  was  500  or  600  feet  to  the  left  of  his  extreme 
right.  To  the  left  of  this  ravine,  for  1200  or  1500  feet,  the 
crest  of  the  ridge  was  entirely  open,  as  was  to  the  rear  for  800 
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or  1000  f«et.  There  were  a  few  scattered  trees  of  stnnted 
growth  in  and  abont  the  ravine.  The  remaining  portion  of 
General  French's  line  to  the  left  and  to  the  rear  was  timbei«d, 
as  also  to  ilie  front  for  100  to  800  feet,  increasing  in  depth 
toward  the  left.  The  ground  to  the  front  of  the  left  half  of 
his  line  descended  abont  140  feet  for  half  a  mUe,  continuing 
on  to  Cassville,  about  one  and  a  quarter  miles  to  the  northwest 
of  his  left.  The  ground  in  front  of  the  right  half  of  his  line 
descended  about  100  feet  on  the  left  and  80  feet  on  the  right, 
for  a  distance  of  one  half  mile  on  the  left,  and  one  fourth  of  a 
mile  on  the  extreme  right,  then  ascending  to  80  feet  on  the 
left  uid  100  on  the  right  to  a  rii^^  oppo^te  and  due  north. 
This  opposing  nAge  passed  on  a  line  about  23  degrees  south 
of  west,  forming  an  angle  with  General  Polk's  line  of  defense 
of  about  25  degrees,  and  forming  something  less  of  an  angle 
with  Lieutenant- Qeneral  Hood's  line.  This  opposite  ridge 
was  occupied  by  the  enemy :  their  left  resting  on  a  point  about 
one  and  a  quarter  miles  northeast,  on  a  prolongation  of  Gen- 
eral Polk's  line,  and  from  one  half  to  three  quarters  of  a  mile 
in  front  of  Ijieutenant- General  Hood's,  and  pasdng  on  to  the 
westward  at  a  distance  of  one  half  a  milo  to  one  and  a  quarter 
miles  north  of  General  Polk's,  and  in  front  of  his  extreme  right. 
The  line  occupied  by  the  enemy  on  the  oppomng  ridge  was 
from  20  to  40  feet  higher  than  the  position  of  General  Hood's 
line,  and  from  40  to  60  feet  higher  than  General  Polk'a.  The 
batteries  of  the  enemy  were  posted  on  the  most  prominent  and 
available  points  along  their  ridge,  extending  for  a  mile  from 
their  extreme  loft  toward  their  right,  reaching  a  point  to  the 
north  and  front  of  General  Polk's  extreme  right,  and  directly 
in  front  of  the  ravine,  and  open  part  of  French's  lines.  These 
batteries  enfiladed  and  cross-tired  upon  the  entire  open  crest 
from  45  to  50  degrees,  and  with  a  plunging  Are  from  20  to  60 
feet,  and  sweeping  through  the  ravine  and  across  the  rear  of 
the  ridge  to  a  distance  of  about  1000  feet — this  rear  fire  being 
still  more  plunging  than  that  on  the  crest. 

There  was  no  cover  for  the  men  within  a  reasonable  dis- 
tance to  the  erest,  for,  from  the  extreme  positions  of  the  left 
batteries  of  the  enemy,  it  would  not  be  necessary  for  them  to 
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cease  firing,  during  an  attack,  until  their  infantry  liad  reached 
a  line  very  close  to  the  crest  of  the  ridge  occupied  by  Polk's 
command. 

The  extreme  right  or  eastern  batteries  of  the  enemy  neces- 
sarily enfiladed  a  considerable  portion  of  Qeaeral  Hood's  line. 
Having  made  these  examinations  and  noted  ^em  down,  I 
formed  the  following  opinions : 

Firtt.  That  ttie  right  of  the  line  occupied  by  Lieutenant- 
General  Polk's  command  could  not  be  held  as  it  then  was,  nor 
could  it  be  held  by  constructing  a  rifle-pit  along  the  crest. 

Second.  That  traverses  would  be  of  no  avail  either  for  the 
rifle-pits  upon  the  crest  or  as  a  covered  way  to  the  rear,  as 
such  traverses  would  cover  nearly  the  entire  surface. 

Third.  That  it  was  extremely  hazardous  for  Lieutenant- 
General  Polk  to  advance  his  line  to  make  an  attack  upon  the 
enemy  while  their  batteries  held  the  positions  they  occupied. 

Fourth.  As  to  forming  an  opinion  as  to  the  taking  of  these 
left  batteries  of  the  enemy  by  special  flank  movement :  This 
I  could  not  do,  as  I  was  unable  to  examine  to  the  right  of 
General  Hood's  line,  as  it  had  grown  dark ;  but,  judging  from 
the  stream  as  located  on  the  skeleton  map,  there  must  have 
been  a  very  narrow  ridge  to  approach  the  enemy  upon  their 
left. 

At  the  time  I  arrived  about  the  center  of  General  Polk's 
right,  where  the  open  crest  of  the  ridge  commenced,  I  found 
a  very  heavy  enfllading  and  cross  fire  going  od  from  the 
enemy's  batteries ;  there  were  but  a  few  sentinels  remaining 
upon  the  crest.  The  main  body  of  men  intended  to  occupy 
this  part  of  the  line  were  compelled  to  withdraw  to  the  right 
and  left  at  the  foot  of  the  ridge,  out  of  sight,  but  not  out  of 
rai^e  of  the  enemy's  batteries.  I  found  that  Major-Qeneral 
French  had  one  or  two  batteries  in  position  upon  this  part  of 
the  hue  near  the  ravine;  and  while  they  were  coming  into 
their  podtiong,  and  before  the  guns  could  be  unlimbered, 
from  one  to  two  horses  of  each  piece  were  killed.  On  my  re- 
turn over  this  part  of  the  line  about  dark,  the  fire  from  the 
enemy  had  nearly  ceased. 

Having  completed  this  reconnaissance,  I  returned  to  Lieu- 
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tenant-General  Polk's  headquarters  just  after  dark.  I  placed 
before  Hini  my  aketehes  and  notes,  and  explained  to  Tiin>  sub- 
stantially these  fa«tB.  Lieutenant-General  Polk  sent  at  onoe 
to  ask  General  Johnston  to  come  to  hia  headquarters.  Lieu- 
tenant-General Huod  was  already  with  General  Polk.  General 
Johnston  arrived  about  nine  o'clock.  I  remained  in  the  cabin 
during  the  conversation  as  to  balding  the  position  then  occu- 
pied, or  advancing  or  retiring  the  armies  to  the  south  of  the 
Etowah  River,  about  seven  miles  to  our  rear.  Lieutenant- 
General  Polk  expressed  liimself  convinced  that  he  could  not 
hold  his  line  against  attack,  and  that  Major-General  French, 
who  occupied  that  part  of  hia  line  in  question,  was  of  the 
same  opinion,  as  was  his  (General  Polk's)  engineer  (myself), 
who  had  examined  the  position  and  reported  that  traverses 
would  be  of  no  avail.  Lieutenant-General  Hood  stated  that 
he  was  also  convinced  that  neither  ho  nor  General  Polk  could 
■  liold  their  lines  for  an  hour  against  such  an  attack  as  they 
might  certainly  expect  in  the  morning. 

These  generals  both  advocating  to  the  commanding  general 
to  take  the  offensive  and  advance  ou  the  enemy  from  these 
lines,  in  reference  to  this  proposed  forward  movement, 
General  Johnston's  attention  was  particularly  called  to  the 
advantages  of  taking  possession  of  the  positions  occupied  by 
the  batteries  of  the  enemy  on  their  extreme  left,  either  by  a 
special  flank  movement,  or  by  prompt  action  at  the  time  when 
the  Confederate  lines  would  be  advanced.  Lieutenant-Gen- 
eral Polk  expressed  himself  entirely  willing  and  ready  to  co- 
operate with  Lieutenant-Oeneral  Hood  to  accomplisli  this 
object.  After  some  moments  of  silence,  General  Johnston 
deoidetl  to  withdraw  the  armies  to  the  south  of  the  Etowah. 
Soon  after  this,  Lieutenant-General  Hardee  arrived.  General 
Johnston  informed  him  of  the  deciwon  to  cross  the  river, 
stating  that  Generals  Polk  and  Hood  had  informed  him  that 
they  could  not  hold  their  lines,  Lieutenant-General  Hood 
then  restated  the  reasons,  and  said  that  Lieutenant-Oeneral 
Polk  could  not  hold  his  line  an  hour,  nor  could  he  (Hood)  hold 
his  two  hours,  if  attacked  in  the  morning.  Lieutenant-General 
Polk  again  explained  the  facts  as  they  existed  in  reference 
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to  his  line,  and  stated  his  willin^ees  to  assume  the  offensive 
at  any  time.^then,  or  in  the  morning, — rather  than  to  await 
the  attack  of  the  enemy  in  hb  ( Polk's)  present  position.  Upon 
these  points  Generals  Polk  and  Hood  entirely  agreed,  urging 
the  offensive  rather  than  await  the  enemy.  Lieutenant- 
Oeneral  Hardee  made  but  few,  if  any,  remarks  that  I  heard. 
After  a  few  momenta  General  Johnston  gave  the  orders  for 
the  armies  to  move  to  the  south  side  of  the  Etowah, 

Lientenant-Oeneral  Polk  called  to  his  assistant  adjutant- 
general  to  issue  the  orders  to  his  division  commanders ;  this 
was  about  half-past  ten  or  eleven  o'clock.  The  orders  to 
Major-General  Loring  (Army  of  Mississippi)  were  given  to 
me  to  deliver;  also  one  to  him  to  order  to  report  to  me  an 
officer  with  three  hundred  men,  to  occupy  the  exposed  part 
of  Major-General  French's  hue  as  soon  as  his  command  was 
withdrawn.  I  was  instructed  by  General  Polk  to  place  this 
detail  along  that  part  of  the  line,  and  keep  up  such  flres  as 
would  indicate  the  presence  of  the  withdrawn  command,  and 
to  cut  timber  and  drive  stakes  to  indicate  that  works  were 
being  thrown  up,  and  to  remain  tJiere  until  daylight,  and 
observe  the  movements  of  the  enemy  before  leaving. 

I  went  at  once  to  General  Loring's  headquarters  on  the 
left  of  the  Cassville  road,  saw  that  general,  and  delivered  the 
orders;  obtained  the  officer  and  detail,  and  arrived  at  Gen- 
eral French's  line  about  half -past  eleven  o'clock,  and  found 
that  command  ready  to  move ;  by  twelve  o'clock  midnight 
they  had  withdrawn,  and  the  detail  was  posted  with  a  few 
men  out  in  front. 

It  was  a  calm,  clear,  starlight  night,  and  the  position  of 
the  enemy  upon  the  opposite  riAge  was  clearly  seen  without 
their  fires,  which  could  be  traced  along  their  line,  and  the 
cutting  of  the  timbers  could  be  distinctly  heard  and  located. 
In  addition  to  the  enemy's  location  upon  the  crest  of  the 
ridge,  and  passing  through  or  just  in  front  of  the  town  of 
Cassville,  and  on  the  west,  there  were  also  strong  indications 
of  an  advance  line  upon  the  plain  nearer  to  the  foot  of  the 
ridge  occupied  by  us ;  and  their  chopping  and  driving  rails  was 
very  distinct,  and  their  voices  could  occasionally  be  heard. 
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The  work  of  the  detail  was  kept  up  during  ttie  night ;  at 
daylight  I  instmcted  the  officer  to  assemble  the  men  to  the 
rear.  During  this  time  of  prepiuing  to  leave  the  line,  I 
closely  observed  the  enemy  and  his  positions  through  a  very 
stroi^  fleld-glims.  I  found  that  many  of  the  enemy's  bat- 
teries along  the  ridge  had  been  advanced,  and  their  principal 
and  somewhat  intrenched  lines  appeared  to  leave  the  ridge 
at  a  point  about  a  mile  east  of  CassviUe,  and  passing  to  the 
south  of  west,  full  half  a  mile  in  front  of  lines  of  the  previous 
evening.  It  appeared  that  the  eaemy  had  been  aware  of  the 
movements  of  the  Confederate  armies,  and  their  line  ad- 
vanced during  the  night  was  now  vacated,  and  there  were 
trains  and  artillery  moving  to  the  west  upon  the  Kingston 
road,  and  sohd  bodies  of  infantry  moving  in  the  same 
direction. 

The  detail  having  been  assembled,  I  placed  them  upon-  a 
by-rooil  to  CassviUe  station,  on  the  main  road  to  Cartersville. 
I  instructed  the  officer  to  proceed  to  the  south  aide  of  the 
Etowah  River  by  way  of  the  Cartersville  bridge,  and  to  re- 
port back  to  his  division  commanders.  I  passed  on  to  cross 
the  river  at  this  same  point,  arriving  there  about  half-past 
ten  o'clock,  and  found  the  Army  of  the  Mississippi  nearly 
over  to  the  south  side  of  the  river,  which  was  accomplished 
by  noon.  Very  truly  yours, 

Waitee  J.  Morris, 

Captain  Engineer  Corpi,  C.  8.  Army, 

and  Ch^f  Engineer  of  the  Army  of  Mississip^, 

N.  B.    Enclosed  herewith  you  will  find  a  mapi  made  by 
me  from  my  notes  taken  at  tlie  time  of  reconnaissance. 
Yours,  etc., 

W.  J.  M. 

I  See  pt  zliL,  plat«  IzlL,  No.  viL,  Maps  "  OfBctal  Beeotds,  Warof  B«bell 
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BUBIAI.. 

June  14  to  Juhb  29,  1864. 

BemoTHl  of  Qeneral  Polk's  bod;  to  AUmiM.— Serrices  at  St.  LiUie'H 
Chnrch.— ArriTiJ  at  Augusta. — L;ing  in  gtate. — The  funeral  proces- 
bIod. — The  burial  service  of  the  Church. — Committed  to  earth. —  Inme- 
moriam.— A  shepherd  to  the  last. —  Blood-atalned  memoriala. — Testi- 
mon;  of  eomrodes  in  ormi.— PreoideDt  Davis's  tribute; — Tributes  from 
brothers  !n  the  Choreh.— Extract  from  Bishop  Elliott's  "Burial  Ad- 
'    dress." — Under  the  shadow  of  the  cross. 

The  body  of  General  Polk  was  taken  to  the  railway 
station  during  the  afternoon  for  the  purpose  of  being 
removed  to  Atlanta.  On  reaching  that  place  it  was  re- 
ceived by  a  committee  of  the  city,  and  placed  within  the 
chancel  of  St.  Luke's.  Clothed  in  Confederate  uniform,  it 
rested  with  a  cross  of  white  roses  upon  the  breast,  and  by 
the  coffin's  side  lay  his  sword.  Throughout  the  morning 
the  church  was  filled  by  those  who  came  to  pay  the  last 
tribute  of  affection.  At  noon  an  appropriate  service, 
followed  by  an  address,  was  conducted  by  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Quintard. 

The  mihtary  escort,  having  arrived  at  an  early  hour, 
was  drawn  up  in  front  of  the  church,  and,  when  the 
services  were  over,  the  body  was  placed  in  a  field-ambu- 
lance, and  was  escorted  to  the  station,  followed  by  the 
dead  general's  personal  staff,  by  Generals  G.  W.  Smith, 
Wright,  Ruggles,  and  Reynolds,  Colonel  Ewell,  by  other 
ofBcers  of  the  army,  and  by  citizens  generally. 
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The  members  of  General  Polk's  staff  and  the  commit- 
tee representing  the  city  of  Atlanta  were  met  at  Augusta 
at  dawn  on  the  next  morning  by  the  rectors  and  vestry 
of  the  churches  of  the  Atonement  and  St.  Paul's,  and  the 
body  was  conveyed  to  St.  Paul's,  where  a  guard  of  honor 
received  it 

After  remaining  two  days  at  the  church,  the  body  was 
placed  in  the  city  hall,  in  charge  of  a  guard. 

Upon  the  day  appointed,  the  29th  of  June, —  by  a 
happy  coincidence  the  feast  of  St.  Pet-er  the  Apostle, — 
the  military  force  of  Augusta,  consisting  of  one  regi- 
ment of  infantry,  a  battery  of  artillery,  and  a  com- 
pany of  cavEdiy,  was  drawn  up  at  the  city  hall.  At 
half-past  nine  o'clock  the  case  enclosing  the  body, 
draped  in  the  Confederate  flag  and  covered  with  wreaths . 
of  laurel  and  bay,  was  brought  and  placed  upon  the 
hearse  by  the  guard  of  soldiers.  The  military  escort, 
headed  by  its  band,  now  began  the  solemn  march;  the 
colonel  commanding  the  post,  and  the  mayor  of  the 
city,  immediately  preceding  the  hearse.  Wardens  and 
vestrymen,  representing  St.  Paul's  Church,  Augusta,  St. 
John's,  Savannah,  and  the  Church  of  the  Atonement, 
Augusta,  marched  on  either  side  as  pall-bearers.  After 
them  came  the  military  family  of  Greneral  Polk,  the 
clergy,  officers  of  the  army  and  navy,  civil  officers  of  the 
Confederate  government,  city  authorities,  membei-s  of 
the  medical  and  legal  professions,  and  other  citizens. 
The  procession  moved  to  St.  Paul's,  through  streets 
thronged  with  a  multitude  who  had  come  to  pay  lov- 
ing homage  to  the  Christian  soldier.  All  places  of  busi- 
ness were  closed;  no  sound  was  in  the  air  save  the 
dirge  of  the  band  and  the  monotone  of  tolling  bells.  As 
the  procession  approached  the  church,  which  was  free 
of  all  show  except  snow-white  flowers  in  the  font,  the 
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bishops  of  Geoi^,  Mississippi,  and  Arkansas,  in  full 
canonical  itibes,  with  a  company  of  suipticed  priests, 
moved  from  the  church  down  the  avenue,  which  was 
flanked  by  the  files  of  soldiers  detailed  as  the  guard  of 
honor.  Meeting  the  body  at  the  gate,  they  turned  and 
in  fitting  order  preceded  it  into  the  church,  the  senior 
bishop  (Bishop  EUiott)  repeating  the  words  of  the  service 
for  the  burial  of  the  dead :  "  I  am  the  Resurrection  and 
the  Life,  saith  the  Lord." 

Approaching  the  chaneel,  the  bishops  entered  within 
the  rail,  the  attendant  priests  took  place  on  either  side 
without,  and  the  body  was  placed  at  the  foot  of  the 
steps.  The  anthem,  "  Lord,  let  me  know  mine  end,"  was 
chanted  to  the  solemn  accompaniment  of  the  organ. 
The  Bishop  of  Arkansas  read  the  lesson,  the  people 
united  in  singing  "I  would  not  live  alway,"  and  then 
the  senior  bishop,  in  the  presence  of  the  vast  assemblage 
gathered  within  and  around  the  church,  delivered  the 
"Burial  Address,"  giving  as  his  text,  "The  Master  i^ 
come  and  calleth  for  thee."  From  beginning  to  end  it 
was  the  outpouring  of  a  great,  noble  spirit,  which  to 
this  day  stirs  the  hearts  of  all  who  heard  it.  It  came 
as  if  bui'Sting  from  the  depths  of  a  brother's  soul,  who, 
himself  student,  sage,  orator,  east  it  in  anguish  before 
the  people.  No  man  had  ever  truer  tribute,  and  if 
Leonidas  Polk  had  done  no  more  than  win  such  love, 
such  devotion,  from  so  great,  so  grand  a  man  as  Stephen 
Elliott,  he  would  not  have  lived  in  vain. 

At  the  close  of  the  address,  the  body,  under  military 
escort,  preceded  by  the  bishops  and  priests,  was  carried 
to  the  grave  beneath  the  chancel  window  in  rear  of  the 
church.'    While  it  was  being  lowered  into  the  grave  the 
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senior  bishop  pronounced  the  sentences  beginning,  "  Man 
that  is  bom  of  woman,"  continuing  with  the  form  of  com- 
mitment of  the  body  to  the  ground,  and  the  sentence, "  I 
heard  a  voice  from  heaven."  As  he  uttered  the  words, 
"  Earth  to  earth,  ashes  to  ashes,  dust  to  dust,"  earth  was 
cast  upon  the  body  by  the  Bishop  of  Mississippi,  the 
Bishop  of  Arkansas,  and  Lieutenant-General  Longstreet, 
and  then,  amid  the  concluding  words  of  the  services  of 
the  church,  the  guns  of  the  battery  gave  forth  the  last 
salute  to  the  soldier-priest  who  on  Pine  Mountain  "  gave 
his  body  to  that  pleasant  country's  eai-th,  and  his  pure 
soul  unto  his  Captain,  Christ,  under  whose  colors  he  had 
fought  so  long." 


Nearing  the  end  of  his  task,  the  writer  is  tempted  to 
give  space  to  recollections  which  here  come  crowding 
upon  him ;  but  as  tliey  would  couvey  less  interest  than 
what  was  said  by  men  who  were  chief  actors  in  the  scenes 
amid  which  the  eventful  life  of  Leonidas  Polk  was 
closed,  he  foi-egoes  the  wish  and  completes  the  work 
along  the  lines  he  has  followed  throughout  "  The  duty 
next  me,"  his  oft-repeated  words,  give  the  key  to  his  life ; 
and  when  we  add  the  lack  of  care  or  thought  of  self,  his 
acts  in  all  of  its  emergencies  arrange  themselves  in  nat- 
ural and  logical  order. 

It  was  the  chance  of  battle  that  the  Church  was  never 
again  to  receive  Leonidas  Polk  into  its  active  service. 
But  through  all  the  labors,  the  alarms,  the  vigils,  and 
the  dangers  that  soldiers  know ;  amid  nil  the  allurements 
of  the  "  big  wars  that  make  ambition  virtue,"  his  drm 
spirit  never  wavered  in  its  devotion  to  the  Christian 
work,  and  his  dearest  wish  was  to  return  to  that  chosen 
field  as  the  shepherd  of  a  Christian  flock. 
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Even  in  the  busy  campaign  tliat  cost  bis  life,  he  found 
time  to  aid  missionary  work  in  the  army ;  and,  when  the 
fatal  shot  cut  him  down,  a  blood-stained  prayer-book  was 
found  next  his  heart,  in  one  breast-pocket  of  his  coat, 
and  in  the  other,  four  copies  of  a  little  manual  entitled 
"  Bahn  for  the  Weary  and  Wounded."  This  tract  had 
been  written  for  use  among  the  soldiers  by  the  Rev.  C. 
T,  Quintard,  now  Bishop  of  Tennessee,  whose  ministra- 
tion as  chaplain  in  the  Army  of  Tennessee,  and  whose 
devotion  to  every  duty  of  his  position,  whether  in  battle, 
in  camp,  or  on  the  march,  endeared  him  to  the  thousands 
who  had  felt  tlie  inspiration  and  i-elief  of  his  untiring 
care.  The  first  four  copies  that  came  from  the  press 
were  forwarded  to  General  Polk,  who  upon  the  fly-leaves 
of  thi-ee  of  them  had  written  the  names  respectively  of 
General  J.  E.  Johnston,  Lientenant-General  Hardee,  and 
Lieutenant-General  Hood,  each  "  with  the  compliments 
of  Lieutenant-General  Leonidas  Polk,  June  12,  1864." 
UlM»n  th6  fourth  was  his  own  name.  All  were  saturated 
with  his  blood. 

The  day  after  his  death  these  were  forwarded,  by  Major 
Douglas  West,  of  General  Polk's  staff,  to  the  persons  for 
whom  they  were  intended.  The  followingwere  the  replies : 

Headqdabtebs,  Arue  op  Tennessee,  Jnne  16, 1864. 

My  dear  Major :  I  have  just  had  the  sad  pleasure  to  receive 
the  precious  relic  which  you  were  so  kind  as  to  enclose  to  me 
yesterday.  The  autograph  and  noble  blood  which  ahnost  ef- 
faced it  make  it  a  souvenir  truly  precious,  one  which  I  ahaU 
cherish  whilst  the  Almighty  leaves  me  upon  earth. 

Accept,  my  dear  major,  my  cordial  ^h  an  Ira  for  the  man- 
ner in  which  you  have  sent  me  what  I  regard  aa  an  ines- 
timable bequest,  (md  for  your  beautifully  appropriate  note 
accompanying  it.    Be  assured  that  I  shall  remember  both. 
Very  respectfully  and  truly,  J.  E.  JOHHBTOM. 

Uajor  Douglas  West,  A.A.-O. 
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In  the  Field,  Jooe  16, 1864. 
My  dear  Sir:  I  have  just  received  the  tract  you  have  been 
so  kind  as  to  send  me.  It  is  useless  for  me  to  say  that  I  most 
thoroughly  appreciate  it.  I  had  grown  to  love  General  Polk 
with  my  whole  heart.  He  was  bo  noble,  so  generous,  and 
withal  such  an  able  soldier,  that  I  Boon  found  myBelf  strongly 
attached  to  him.    Very  truly  yours, 

J,  B.  Hood,  Lieutenant-GeneriA. 
To  Majob  Dou&las  West. 

HEADQUABTEB9,  HaBDEE'S  COBPS,   IN  THE  FlELD, 

Jane  16, 1864. 

My  dear  Sir:  The  little  book  which  Lieutenant -General 
Polk,  a  short  time  before  his  death,  addressed  to  me,  and 
which  is  stained  with  his  blood,  was  conveyed  to  me  by  your- 
self, and  has  been  received  with  deep  emotion.  It  shall  be 
preserved  as  the  last  and  most  touching  of  many  proofs  of  bb 
esteem  and  regard.  I,  perhaps,  more  than  any  other  of  his 
brothers-in-arms,  from  my  long  and  close  relations  with  him 
as  a  soldier  and  Christian,  have  had  opportunities  to  know 
and  appreciate  him  as  he  was  j  and  apart  from  my  sympathy 
with  the  army  and  the  country  in  their  mourning  for  tlie  fall 
of  a  great  leader  and  a  good  man,  I  claim  an  esclusivenesB 
of  grief  at  the  loss  of  the  friend,  which  I  am  persuaded  few 
can  feel. 

To  yourself  and  the  other  members  of  the  military  house- 
hold of  your  chief,  I  tender  my  heartfelt  sympathies.  For 
his  bereaved  widow  and  stricken  family  1  can  only  ask  the 
gentle  dealing  of  a  merciful  Providence. 

With  high  regard,  I  am  very  truly  yours, 

W.  J.  Habdeb,  Lieatenant-Gentral. 

To  Major  Dodoias  West,  A.  A.-O. 

These  letters  tell  as  well  as  anything  else  the  place 
which  Leonidas  Polk  had  won  among  his  fellows  in 
this  war.  But  the  following  tributes  to  his  worth  round 
out  the  picture  so  completely  that  they  cannot  be  omitted 
here. 
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A  war  correspondent,  vmting  from  the  front,  thus 
expresses  tlie  feeling  of  the  army : 

The  history  of  this  dismal  period  will  present  no  name  of 
more  romantic  interest.  He  was  a  great  chnruhman — he  was 
a  great  warrior.  He  laid  aside  his  miter  of  bishop  to  take 
up  the  sword  of  the  patriot.  For  three  years,  in  every  variety 
of  command  and  under  every  eircuniatanee,  he  has  sustained 
the  most  unsuUied  reputation.  As  chief  of  a  corps,  he  had 
no  superior;  as  a  separate  departmental  officer,  he  certainly 
possessed  amplitude  of  comprehension,  resource,  and  industry, 
to  say  nothing  of  the  h^her  points.  As  a  man,  he  was  un- 
rivaled for  the  graces  of  culture,  native  dignity,  and  high 
bearii^.  He  was  affable,  self-possessed,  and  approachable. 
No  man  looked  the  hero  more  effectually.  There  was  manli- 
ness in  bis  eye  and  lip  and  gait ;  there  was  true  nobility  in 
his  whole  aspect.  His  soldiers — and,  at  one  time  or  another, 
he  had  commanded  all  the  troops  of  his  army— were  devoted 
to  him.  He  was  so  dashing  in  battle,  he  was  so  wise  and 
just  in  council,  they  could  not  but  love  him. 

The  private  soldier  here  speaks  his  adiDiration  an^ 
afEectioH : ' 

General  Leonidas  Polk,  our  old  leader  whom  we  had  fol- 
lowed all  through  that  long  war,  .  .  .  My  pen  and  ability 
are  inadequate  to  the  task  of  doing  Lis  memory  justice.  Every 
private  soldier  loved  him.  Second  to  Stonewall  Jackson, his 
loss  was  the  greatest  the  South  ever  sustained.  When  I  saw 
him  there  dead,  I  felt  that  I  had  lost  a  friend  whom  I  had 
ever  loved  and  respected,  and  that  the  South  had  lost  one  of 
her  best  and  greatest  generals. 

His  soldiers  ever  loved  and  honored  biro ;  they  called  him 
■'  Bishop  PoBi."  "  Bishop  Polk  "  was  ever  a  favorite  with  the 
army;  and  when  any  position  was  to  be  held,  and  it  was 
known  that  "Bishop  Polk"  was  there,  we  knew  and  felt  that 
"all  was  well." 

1st  Tennessee  Besiment," 
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Writing  Bishop  Elliott  upon  the  occaBion  of  the  burial, 
the  President  of  the  Confederacy  said : 

My  relations  with  Bishop  Polk  were  very  near  and  affec- 
tionato  wfaeo  we  were  cadets  together  in  the  army,  and  the 
years  which  have  passed  since  have  only  served  to  increBse 
my  regard  for  him.  I  feel  much  ooncem  for  the  loss  the  army 
lias  sustained  in  his  death,  and  I  beg  yon,  sir,  to  believe  that 
1  sorrow  with  his  brothers  in  the  ministry,  who  will  now 
mixs  his  manly  counsel  and  coOperation. 

And  in  his  "  Rise  and  Fall  of  the  Confederate  Govern- 
ment "  Jefferson  Davis  adds  this  final  tribute  to  the  many 
which  had  gone  before ; 

Our  army,  our  country,  and  mankind  at  lai^  sustained 
an  irreparable  loss  in  the  death  of  that  noble  Christian  and 
soldier,  Lieutenant- General  Polk.  .  .  .  Since  the  oalamitoos 
fall  of  General  Albert  Sidney  Johnston  at  Shiloh,  and  of 
General  Thomas  J.  Jackson  at  Cfaancellorsville,  the  country 
sustained  no  heavier  blow  than  in  the  death  of  General  Polk.* 


Beaching  now  the  question  which  more  than  all  else 
perecmal ,  would  have  appealed  to  Leonidas  Polk,  and 
whicli  stands  above  every  other  in  any  estimate  which 
may  be  made  of  his  life,  we  ask,  "  What  of  the  place 
which  he  had  won  and  still  held  among  his  fellows  in  the 
Church  T "  Leaving  aside  the  letters  of  Bishop  Otey  and 
others  given  in  the  eighth  chapter  of  the  first  volume  of 
this  work,  and  taking  from  among  the  many  letters  bear- 
ing upon  this  subject  three  which  come  from  men  well 
qualified  to  speak,  we  have  answers  which  should  content 
even  those  who  in  their  love  for  the  Church  saw  but  re- 
proach in  the  militant  act  of  this  their  brother. 

1  "lUse  uid  Fall  of  the  Csnfedente  Qaremment,"  voL  U,  p.  654. 
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BmiLiNaTON,  Vt.,  Feb.  16, 1867. 
My  dear  Mrs.  Polk:  ...  I  deeply  regretted  your  dear 
huaband's  act  ia  accepting  a  general's  commission  in  tbe 
army,  but  I  never  doubted  that  he  was  governed  by  the  pur- 
est conscientious  desire  t«  do  what  he  regarded  as  hie  duty 
to  Ood  and  to  his  country.  The  spirit  of  a  Christian  mar^r 
was  an  element  in  his  lofty  character,  and,  while  I  could  not 
hare  seen  the  case  in  the  same  light,  I  was  well  persuaded 
that  he  regarded  his  course  as  a  sacrifice  laid  on  the  altar  of 
truth,  and  went  forth  believing  himself  to  be  called  to  wield 
the  sword  of  the  Lord  and  of  Gideon.  To  our  beloved  breth- 
ren in  the  South  he  has  left  a  legacy  of  zeal  and  devotion 
never  surpassed  and  rarely  equaled  in  the  whole  range  of 
human  history.  And  the  memory  of  his  labors  for  the  Church, 
and  bis  sacrifices  in  the  cause  of  independence,  will  be  cher- 
ished in  the  hearts  of  thousands  through  future  generations, 
after  the  false  glory  of  worldly  triumphs  shall  have  passed 
away.  Sincerely  and  truly  yours, 

John  Henry  RoPKiNa 
[Bishop  of  Vemuynt] 

WADBaBOEouQH,  July  11,  1864. 
Ml/  dear  Mrs,  Polk :  ,  .  .  While  our  whole  country  mourns 
the  loss  of  a  man  so  useful  and  so  eminent,  I  knew  enough 
of  him  to  know  with  what  especial  weight  that  loss  falls  upon 
his  immediate  family.  His  affectionate,  cheerful,  cordial 
nature,  while  it  made  him  a  universal  favorite  among  his 
acquaintances,  must  have  caused  him  to  be  especially  beloved 
at  home.  I  have  oft«n  said  that  in  our  old  House  of  Bishops, 
in  which  there  were,  certainly,  many  good  and  some  great 
men,  I  knew  of  but  one  for  whom  there  was  so  general  af- 
fection entertained  as  for  him  whom  you  have  lost,  and  that 
one  was  Bishop  Cobbs.  These  two  were  objects  of  kindly 
feeling  to  all,  and  the  reason,  no  doubt,  was  that  they  were 
tbemselves  possessed  by  such  kindly  feelings.  The  world 
never  will  know  what  elements  of  strength  were  mixed  with 
this  loving  nature  in  the  character  of  Bishop  Polk.  But 
while  the  great  man  is  mourned  by  his  country,  yon,  I  am 
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sore,  and  all  who  were  especialljr  connected  witb  Mm,  rather 
delight  to  think  of  him  a&  the  good  man  who  delighted  to 
make  others  happy,  and  who  was  loved  and  honored  by  the 
good.    ...  I  remain,  with  great  respect  and  regard. 
Truly  your  friend, 

Thomas  Atkinson. 
[Bwhop  of  North  Garolina.^ 
Hbs.  Frances  A.  Polk. 


Albemarle  Codntt,  August  16, 1864. 

My  dear  Mrs,  Polk:  I  have  delayed  this  letter,  hoping  to 
visit  you  in  person,  and  to  mingle  the  voice  of  the  weeping 
over  the  ashes  of  the  Baint«d  dead.  I  bless  the  memory  of 
your  busband,  that  his  life  and  his  death  have  made  me 
know  more  of  the  depth  of  my  own  nature,—  the  susceptibili- 
ties of  iny  heart  to  reverence  and  admiration,  to  sympathy 
and  grief.  But  this  is  no  private  grief ;  the  world  is  poorer 
now  that  be  has  left  it,  and  the  Church  lifts  with  a  more 
trembling  band  the  veil  which  conceals  from  her  sight  the 
coming  event  of  a  dark  and  unknown  future.  Who  is  there 
left  with  the  same  power  and  influence  to  make  her  voice 
heard  in  the  future  councils  of  this  government  1  Who 
with  the  same  boldness  and  intrepidity  to  marshal  her  ener- 
gies in  the  cause  of  Christian  education  f  Who  to  gird  the 
sword  upon  the  thigh,  and  to  give  full  vigor  to  her  efforts 
for  the  extirpation  of  the  errors  which  threaten  her  lifet 
Oh!  that  bis  hfe  could  have  been  spared  to  hail  the  reeurgeut 
lite  of  the  Church,  pnrifled  from  the  heresies  of  this  creedless 
i^e,  and  bis  hopes  had  been  realized,  and  his  labors  had 
received  their  appropriate  reward.  Come  what  may,  he  has 
fulfilled  hia  task,  he  has  borne  bia  testimony,  and  our  faith 
is  permitted  to  behold  him  safely  delivered  from  the  malice 
of  foes,  clothed  in  the  panoply  reserved  for  those  who  in 
defense  of  the  truth  have  "  wased  valiant  in  fight,  and 
turned  to  flight  the  armies  of  the  aliens,"  and  witnessed  in 
death  to  the  power  of  the  Christian  faith. 

May  I  be  permitted,  my  honored  friend,  to  proffer  yon  my 
humble  services  in  any  way  which  may  be  most  useful  to 
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yoa  and  yotir  beloved  children.  In  such  a  feaifnl  condition 
of  things  it  will  not  be  a  violation  of  delicacy  to  Bay  that 
if  my  means  or  credit  can  be  made  serviceable  to  you,  it 
would  add  a  new  charm  to  my  life,  lately  ao  bereft  of  value 
to  myself  and  others. 
With  the  warmest  love  of  my  family  to  you  and  yours, 
I  am  most  affectionately  your  friend  and  servant, 

J.  P.  B.  WlLMER.! 

Upon  this  subject,  these  letters,  particularly  the  one 
from  Bishop  Wilmer  of  Louisiana,  would  seem  sufficient 
answer;  but  if  another  is  wanted,  it  will  be  found  in 
that  memorable  address  spoken  over  the  dead  body  of 
Leoiiidas  Polk  by  that  bishop  of  the  Chureli  who  knew 
him  best,  and  who  in  all  the  Clmreh  work  of  his  latter 
years  stood  closest  to  him.  The  time  has  not  yet  come 
when  Stephen  Elliott's  oration  can  be  given  in  its  full- 
ness ;  and  until  then  we  who  loved  Leonidas  Polk  must 
be  content  with  what  these  pages  have  shown,  for  they 
at  least  carry  him  without  favor  or  without  fear  through 
all  the  trials  and  triumphs  of  a  life  which  his  more  than 
brother  thus  summed  up  in  ending  his  sublime  tribute 
to  his  memory : 

"Time  does  not  permit  me  to  enter  into  any  detail  of 
his  long  and  useful  career  as  a  bishop  in  the  Church  of 
God.  That  must  be  left  for  the  biographer,  who  shall, 
in  moments  of  leisure  and  of  peace,  gather  up  the  threads 
of  his  most  eventful  life  and  weave  them  into  a  narra- 
tive whicli  shall  be  strange  as  any  fiction.  Bom  to  large 
hereditary  estates,  and  increasing  that  fortune  by  inter- 
marriage with  the  noble  woman  whom  he  had  loved  from 
boyhood,  and  who  has  cheerfully  shared  with  him  all 
his  Christian  pilgrimage,  he  has  died  leaving  his  family 

1  The  successor  of  Bishop  Polfc  In  the  diocese  of  LoniBlmk. 
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Tithoot  any  settled  dwelling-place,  wanderers  from  the 
pleasant  homes  whieh  knew  their  childhood  and  their 
yoath.  Trained  as  a  man  of  the  world  and  a  man  of 
pleasure,  he  has  lived  a  life  of  almost  entire  self-denial, 
a  servant  of  servants,  and  has  died  a  bloody  death  upon 
the  battlefield.  Destined  in  his  own  intention  to  mount 
to  earthly  glory  by  the  sword  and  his  own  brave  heart, 
he  has  mounted  to  heavenly  glory  by  the  crook  of  the 
shepherd  and  the  humiliation  of  that  heart  Full  of 
heroic  purposes  as  he  leaped  into  the  arena  of  life, — pur- 
poses always  high  and  noble,  even  when  unsanctifled, — 
he  has  been  made,  by  the  overruling  hand  of  God,  to 
display  that  heroism  in  the  fields  which  Christ  his  Mas- 
ter illustrated,  teaching  the  ignorant,  enlightening  the 
blind,  gathering  together  the  lost  sheep  of  Israel,  com- 
forting the  bedside  of  sickness  and  affliction,  watching 
long  days  and  nights  by  the  suffering  slave.  Oh,  how 
mEiny  records  has  he  left  with  God  of  heroic  self-devo- 
tion of  which  the  world  knows  nothing  —  records  made 
up  in  silence  and  darkness,  when  no  eye  saw  him  save 
the  eye  of  the  Invisible !  The  world  speaks  of  him  now 
as  a  hero.  He  has  always  been  a  hero ;  and  the  bloody 
fields  which  have  made  bim  conspicuous  Eire  but  the  out- 
burst of  the  spirit  which  has  always  distinguished  him. 
Battles  which  he  fought  long  since  with  himself  and  his 
kind;  which  he  waged  against  the  pomps  and  vanities 
of  the  world  and  the  pride  of  life ;  which  he  contested 
with  the  pestilence  that  waUteth  in  darkness  and  the  de- 
etruction  that  wasteth  at  noonday  —  were  far  more  ter- 
rific than  Belmont,  or  Shiloh,  or  PerryviUe.  These  re- 
quired qualities  whieh  were  natural  to  him ;  those, 
qualities  which  came  from  the  grace  of  God  and  the 
spirit  of  Jesus.  If,  as  the  wise  man  says, '  Greater  is  he 
that  ruleth  his  spirit  than  he  that  taketh  a  city,'  then 
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was  he  truly  great  —  for  he  had  a  spirit  hard  to  rule, 
and  Christ  gave  him  the  mastery  over  it. 

"But  bis  work  is  done,  and  now  he  rests  from  his 
labors!  That  brave  heart  is  quiet  in  the  grave;  that 
faithful  spirit  has  returned  to  its  God.  '  The  beauty  of 
Israel  is  slain  upon  the  high  places.  The  mighty  is 
fallen  in  the  midst  of  the  battle.  I  am  distressed  for 
thee,  my  brotlier — very  pleasant  hast  thou  been  unto  me.' 
And  thou  hast  come  to  die  at  ray  very  door,  and  to  find 
thy  burial  amid  my  pleasant  places.  Welcome  in  death, 
as  in  life ;  welcome  to  thy  grave  as  thou  hast  ever  been 
to  my  home  and  to  my  heart.  Thy  dust  shall  repose 
under  the  shadow  of  the  Church  of  Christ.  These  sol- 
emn groves  shall  guard  thy  rest ;  the  glorious  anthems 
of  the  City  of  God  shall  roll  over  thy  grave  a  perpetual 
requiem." 
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We  present  here  in  chrout>l<^cal  order  the  following  offi- 
dal  tributes  to  Leonidas  Polk. 

Qeneral  Stephen  D.  Lee,  who  succeeded  to  the  command  of 
the  Department  of  Alabama,  Missouri,  and  East  Louifflana, 
issued  the  following  order : 

Ueaikjuabters,  Depabtueht  of  AiuiBAMA,  Mississippi, 
AMD  East  Louisluia, 
Mebidiam,  Miss.,  June  18, 1864. 
Qeneral  Orders  No.  81. 

It  is  with  profound  sorrow  that  the  major-general  com- 
manding announces  to  the  troops  of  this  department  the 
death  of  their  late  eommaoder,  Lieutenant- Qeneral  Leonidas 
Polk.  On  the  14th  instant,  in  a  skirmish  near  Marietta, 
Ga.,  this  gallant  warrior  and  Christtau  gentleman  yielded  up 
his  life — a  costly  eacriflce  to  his  country's  liberties. 

It  would  be  superfluous  here  to  reconnt  the  services  of  this 
lamented  patriot.  They  are  already  before  the  world,  and 
will  form  one  of  the  brightest  pages  in  the  history  of  thb 
memorable  struggle.  His  high  administrative  talents,  his 
distinguished  gdlantry  upon  many  battlefields,  his  eminent 
virtues  and  kind  and  genial  traits  of  character,  have  alike 
w'on  the  admiration  and  love  of  his  countrymen. 

From  the  toils  and  cares  of  this  fitful  existence,  from  the 
blood-red  fields  of  battle,  the  Christian  soldier  has  passed  t« 
that  eternal  rest  wliich  it  was  ever  the  aim  of  his  life  to 
secure.  Let  his  memory  ever  be  fresh  amongst  us,  and  let 
each  strive  to  imitate  his  example  and  emulate  bis  virtues. 

As  a  mark  of  honor  to  the  distinguished  dead,  the  colors  of 
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the  troops  of  this  oonunand  will  be  draped  in  mourning  for 
the  period  of  thirty  days  from  the  receipt  of  this  order. 
By  command  of  Major-Qeneral  S.  D.  Lee. 

William  Elliott, 
ABmtant  Adjutant- Genend. 

At  the  General  Goaaeil  of  the  Church  of  the  Coufedemte 
States  assembled  at  Augusta,  Qa.,  the  following  vas  parsed 
as  a  mark  of  respect  to  the  late  Bishops  of  Tennessee  and 
Looisiana : 

The  joint  committee  to  vrhom  was  referred  the  duty  of 
preparing  a  suitable  expression  of  the  respect  of  this  Coun< 
cil  for  the  memory  of  the  late  Right  Rev.  James  H.  Otcy, 
D.D.,  LL.D.,  Bishop  of  Tennessee,  and  the  late  Right  Rev. 
Leonidas  Polk,  D.D.,  Bishop  of  Louisiana,  beg  leave  to  rec- 
ommend the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions: 

Resohed,  1.  That  in  the  absence  of  these  beloved  fathers 
from  the  scenes  of  tlieir  earthly  labors,  at  a  time  when  their 
ardent  devotion  to  the  interests  of  Chnst  and  his  holy  Church, 
their  enlarged  wisdom  and  ripe  experience,  would  have  ren- 
dered their  counsel  and  cooperation  especially  valuable  and 
important,  we  find  cause  for  profound  regret  and  sorrow, 
while  we  desire  to  bow  in  humble  resignation  to  the  afflictive 
dispensation  of  Divine  Providence. 

2.  That,  holding  in  deserved  and  affectionate  remembrance 
their  many  virtues,  their  untiring  energy,  and  their  self- 
sacrificing  efforte  to  maintain  and  defend  the  trath,  we  will 
study  so  to  advance  those  great  deigns  for  the  moral  and 
religions  culture  of  our  dioceses,  to  which  each  of  them  had 
given  so  much  time  and  thought,  as  wiD  perpetuate  the  influ- 
ence among  us  of  their  Christian  character  and  elevated  aims. 

3.  That  copies  of  these  resolntions  be  spread  upon  the 
jonmal  of  this  body,  and^alsu  communicated  to  the  dio- 
ceses of  Tennessee  and  Louisiana  and  to  the  famiUes  of  the 
departed. 

The  Council  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  North 
Carolina,  desiring  to  testify  their  sympathy  with  the  general 
sadness  oocasoned  by  the  death  of  the  Right  Rev.  Leonidas 
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Folk,  D.D.,  Bishop  of  Louisiana,  directed  tlie  foUowii^  reso- 
lutiona  to  be  entered  on  its  journals : 

Sesolixd,  That  we  haye  learned  with  profonnd  r^ret  the 
death  of  this  distinguished  prelate,  and  heartily  sympathize 
with  his  family  and  diocese  in  their  peculiar  sorrows. 

Besolved,  That  in  this  melancholy  event  the  Church  has 
lost  a  bishop  to  whose  energy  of  purpose,  and  abundant 
labors,  and  rare  administrative  ability,  and  faithfulness  in 
high  office,  the  Churches  of  the  Southwest  have  been  largely 
indebted  for  their  growth  and  prosperity,  and  whose  gen- 
uine manliness  and  Christian  care  for  his  dependents,  and 
umple  piety,  and  devoted  churohmanBhip,  have  earned  our 
warm  affection  and  admiration. 

Resolved,  That  among  the  noble  men  who  adorn  the  wallis 
of  public  in  the  Confederacy  we  can  point  to  very  few  whose 
purity  of  life,  enlarged  views,  unselfish  patriotism,  and  ear- 
nest following  the  calls  of  duty,  entitle  them  to  higher  honor 
and  a  more  lastii^  remembrance. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  death  of  Bishop  Polk  the  whole  coun- 
try has  to  lament  the  loss  of  a  zealous  advocate  and  promoter 
of  education  in  its  highest  forms  of  culture  and  attainments, 
and  to  whose  efforts  in  that  cause  our  people  bad  learned 
to  look  with  confident  expectation  of  its  brilliant  develop- 
ment and  permanent  success. 

The  diocese  of  Looisiana  tendered  the  following  tribute : 

Whereas,  on  the  14th  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
1864,  it  pleased  Almighty  God,  in  his  wise  providence,  te  take 
out  of  this  world  the  Bight  Bev.  Leonidas  Polk,  D.D,,  chief 
pastor  of  the  Church  in  Louisiana,  the  convention  of  this 
diocese,  assembled  in  St.  Paul's  Church,  New  Orleans,  with 
entire  sabmisfdon  to  the  will  of  God  under  this  trying  dis- 
pensation, desire  to  put  on  record  their  profound  sense  of  the 
great  loss  which  the  Church  has  susttuned  in  the  removal  of 
one  who,  during  a  long  period  of  uninterrupted  labors  in  the 
episcopal  office,  (not  only)  had  greatiy  endeared  himself  to  the 
affections  of  the  people  whom  he  served  (by  the  manifold 
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attractlous  of  bis  personal  cliaracter,  and  by  the  msdom  and 
vigor  of  his  ofKcial  administration),  but  was  the  means, under 
God,  of  layii^  broad  and  deep  the  foundation  of  the  Church 
in  Louisiana,  and  of  extending  its  influence  through  all  parts 
of  the  State. 

In  1841,  on  application  made  by  the  diocese  of  Louisiana 
to  the  general  oonvention  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Chorch 
in  the  TTnited  States  for  some  fit  person  to  take  the  spiritual 
oversight  of  the  Church  in  this  State,  the  Bight  Rev.  L.  Polk, 
then  missionary  bishop  of  the  Bonthwest,  was  selected  by 
that  venerable  body  to  become  diocesan  of  Louisiana. 

In  1864  our  Bight  Reverend  Father  in  God  was  called  away, 
by  a  sudden  providence,  from  the  responsibilities  of  earth  to 
the  solemnities  of  hia  Maker's  presence. 

During  this  interval  the  Church  in  Louisiana,  stn^gling 
against  many  embarrassments,  was  greatly  prospered;  the 
number  of  her  clergy  multipUed  from  four  resident  ministers, 
who  joined  In  the  application  to  the  general  convention,  to 
thinty-two  officiating  clergymen  whose  names  appear  on  the 
records  of  the  last  diocesan  convention  in  1861.  Organized 
parishes  in  onion  with  the  convention  increased  from  three 
to  forty.  In  still  greater  ratio  the  confirmed  and  communi- 
cants'and  households,  establishing  the  Church  thus  more  thor- 
oughly in  iiiG  confidence  and  respect  of  the  community.  The 
spiritual  interest  of  the  colored  population  was  carefully  at- 
tended to ;  many  congregations  were  formed  among  the  serv- 
ants on  the  plantations,  and  numbers,  brought  under  the 
wholesome  discipUne  of  the  Church  and  instructed  in  the 
gospel,  were  annually  confirmed  and  added  to  her  communion. 
All  which  fmits  of  grace  were  witnesses  as  to  the  zeal  and 
devotion  of  the  parochial  clergy,  so  also  to  the  faithful  over- 
seeing of  our  lat«  lamented  bishop,  whose  counsels  and  encour- 
agements wore  never  wanting  to  sustain  the  parish  ministers 
in  these  works  of  faith  and  labors  of  love. 

Resoktd,  That  in  the  appointment  of  the  general  conven- 
tion in  1841  of  the  Kight  Rev.  Leonidas  Polk,  D.D.,  then  mis- 
sionary  bishop  of  the  Southwest,  to  episcopal  jurisdiction 
over  the  diocese  of  Louisiana,  we  recognize  with  gratitude  to 
Ood  the  elevation  over  ns  of  one  eminently  qualified  in 
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mental  endowmeDts  and  Ghristiaii  graces  to  administer  the 
ofBce  at  a  biahop  to  the  glory  of  Ood ;  and  particnlarly 
adapted  by  pereonal  and  sooial  oharaeteristies  to  meet  the 
peculiar  wants  of  the  Chorch  in  Louisiana. 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  entertain  a  deep  sense  of  the 
value  of  the  services  rendered  to  this  diocese  during  the 
administration  of  Bishop  Polk,  and  of  his  enligbt«Ded  devo- 
tion to  the  spiritual  interests  of  the  flock  over  which  the  Holy 
Qbost  bad  made  him  overseer.  The  episcopal  addresses 
annually  delivered  before  the  conventions  bear  witness  to 
the  abundance  of  his  labors;  and  while  the  growth  of  the 
Church,  its  general  prosperity  up  to  the  date  of  the  late 
unhappy  war  between  the  States,  and  the  unbroken  harmony 
which  prevailed  throughout  the  diocese,  indicate  the  prudence 
and  enet^  of  his  government. 

Sesolved,  That  this  convention  i^  to  mind,  with  melancholy 
satisfaction,  the  many  generous  and  noble  traits  of  character 
which  distinguished  our  late  beloved  Father  in  Ood  in  all  his 
ofQcial  intercourse  with  the  members  of  this  diocese,  and 
which  appeared  conspicuously  in  all  bis  private  and  social 
relations  to  the  clergy  and  laity  of  (he  Chnreh,  who  long 
cherish  the  memory  of  their  depart«d  bishop  as  an  affection- 
ate father,  a  gracious  counselor,  and  a  sympathizing  friend. 

Resolved,  That  in  tbe  plan  devised  for  the  creation  of  the 
University  of  the  South,  and  in  the  measures  adopted  to 
secure  the  permanent  endowment  of  that  great  enterprise 
for  the  rehgious  and  intellectual  developments  of  the  country, 
we  recognize  that  broad  and  comprehensive  Christian  phi- 
lanUiropy,  and  that  enlightened  devotion  to  the  best  interests 
of  the  Church  in  the  South,  which  so  eminently  characterized 
our  late  Father  in  God,  in  whose  mind  the  noble  project  had 
its  birth,  and  by  whose  untiring  energies,  in  connection  with 
others  like-minded  in  southern  dioceses,  it  had  been  well- 
nigh  brought  to  a  successful  achievement  when  arrested  by 
the  unhappy  convulsions  of  the  country. 

Sesolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions,  with  a  letter  by 
the  president  of  this  convention,  expressing  the  Christian 
sympathies  of  the  Church  in  Louisiana,  be  addressed  to  the 
afflicted  family  of  our  deceased  bishop. 
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Army  of  the  Cumberland,  returns  of  Pollok,  I.  I8fl, 

the,  II.  269.  nol«:  joint  meetiiig  of.  Baltimore.  Lord,  I,  3. 
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oerability  of.  II.  237:  Polk  ordered  to  Bardatown,  Ky..  Bragg'a  position  at. 

proceedto.  295.  29S.  303;  Grant's  de-  II.    131;    Bragg's    failure    at,    136; 

signs  against,  321,  322;  distance  to  firagg'a    delay    in    marching    from 

ChatUnooga.  338;  Polk  leaver',  344;  Glasgow  to,  133;  Bragg  turns  over 

killed  at,  350;  Gemral  Polk's  body  of  Polk's  r^a'tfrom.  14^;'B'iS!'in 
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Belfaat.  1   144. 

densl  to  Columbiia,  73,  74;  aiek  at 

Jackson.  74;  Polk  ready  to  turn  over 
CMumbm  to,  74;  doubts  about  effi- 

Bell,  Dr.,  Polk'a  medical  director.  II. 

84;  wounded,  84. 
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Belmont,  battle  of.  I.  303, 371-373, 381; 

evacuated,  7S;  ability  aa  an  engineer. 

11,  39-48,  50,  56;  occupied  bv  Col. 

76;  ill  hnalth,  77;  dispatch  to  Gen- 
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tion at,  38;  Grant  attacks  camp  at, 
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partment, 88;  made  second  in  com- 
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di-natch  from  Polk  to,  Oct.B.  18fl2| 
140;  ignores  Hardee's  appeal  to  main- 


ik  Rnfg  at  Glasgnw,  170 

V  Department  Boilings  ii 
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Cheatham's  division  to  Perryvilli: 
LW:  statement  as  M  meaning  of  hi 
orders  to  Polk,  1£3;  Polk's  report  Is 
6  ».  u„  Oct.  8,  1862.  154;  confer 
encc  after  Perryville.  tS8:  dismayn 


enemy    at    Pittabi 

of''^Siiise 

the  Second  Corps 


Polk  it 


innd  of  the  seaboatti 
igned  tn  command 


and,    ISS; 
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109,  lOS;  writes  an  offieial  account  of 
the  campaico.  May  28,  1SS3,  106, 
172-175;  reiects  Polk's  advice  as  to 
BrcckinridtEu's  action  on  the  east  dde 
ol  Stone  Kiver,  194;  eorreqwndencs 
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Bnndon,  Min^  Polk  takea  command 

■t.  II.  31S;  Folk  r-intB  JohmCoa  at, 

BiBOdywiDB,  Thomu  Pnlk  in  baltlo  of, 
I.  II ;  William  Folk  in  battle  of.  40. 

Brennsn,  MBJ.-Gen.  John  M..  move- 
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oiilty  nuBrdlDE  General  Hill.  2M,  et 
■eq.;  oho^  Polk  with  delays,  204- 
286:  lock  of  interest  in  t)>e  mformo- 
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St   his   headquarteTB   after   Chicko- 


Qr3S£,  OH.  wj;  lorcfl  QDEsned  at  9hi- 
loh.   90;  mnveiiients  and  podilionp, 

anil  during  the  battle  of  ShUoli.  S3, 
95-98.  99,  101 -lOi,  108,  110.  113; 
participates  in  noiincil  before  Shiloh, 

foic'e  an^  Bra^\  104;  his'^Wsion 
replaces  McCown's  division,  onlcred 
to  ChatUnoaRa,  122;  detached  for 
t  Louisiana,  122; 
■  -  ■  Ids  Mur- 
weddine, 
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fore and  during  the  battle   of  Mur- 
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fur  delay  at  Murfrecsboro,  193;  action 
on  east  side  of  Etone  River,    104; 

Bary,  201;  lettpr  to  BroKE.  202;  visit 
from  Polk  to,  212;  sent  to  J.  E.  Johic 
ston  in  Miasiaaippi,  217:  retunw  M 
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and  posiliona,  on" '- 

etc..  before  and 

2707-273.  277,' 279;  293,  294racci 

^^ander'B  Bridge,  257,  S.W,  203: 
ordersBcnt  direct  to.  on  fiulmv  to  find 
Hill.  239-202,  293;  at  camp-fire  with 
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Kirby"'BiSth.,301;  hia  officers"  lacli 


tainins  him  in  command,  301 ;  resign 

orders  (or  the  20th,  290;  Polk  pro- 

s:"ria"s,-"si':i?s 

pOBoa  a  plan  of  attack  on  Grant  for 
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Bnisaeli,  Polk  IcavM  Paris  for, 


IIS;  presses  Kiiby  aroilh,  121,  122; 
commandinE  in  middle  Tennesiee, 
123;  dispnition  of  his  force  in  middls 
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diaadvantaiie  as  KRHinsC  BraM,  125; 
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128:  advnnre  toward  GlaaEon, 
128;  importanca  that  he  abould  be 
defeated.  128,  120:  slrcngth  of  por- 
tion at  Bowling  Green,  128:  advance 
from  Bowling  Green,  130;  Bragg'a 
waverinx  plans  ot  attack  on,  130. 
131;  increaied  strcngtii  of.  130;  Kir- 
by    Smith's    proposed    eambination 


t.  131.  i;   , 
iviUe.    132: 


74;   point  indinalcd  lor 
.iMit  from  Perryville,  I.S4; 

■Ua^Jflin^uletter'  from 
),  300;  appointa  fast  day. 


tt  Bowli 
>f  Misa 


inder  of  the  Wt  'wi 


iMvSti  X'Krrytille.  14S,  148.  154, 
ISA;  commended  by  Bragg  in  report 
of  Perryville,  108;  joins  Army  of 
TennessCT.  217;  Hardee  aaks  (or.  223; 
ordered  to  Cowans,  223;  ordered  to 
Charleston  and  toward  Chattanooaia, 
234;  ordered  to  occupy,  Loudon,  234; 


!d  to  occupy  ] 
>  fall  ba£  [r 
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ing  the  battle  of  CJ 
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portalions  of  defeating.  IsSj'  Polk 
ordered  to  atrikc  by  way  of  Bloom- 
field,  13fl.  144:  Pnlli'ti  unwillingnesa 
to  fltUck,  140    141.  144,  147;  Bta»i;8 

movements,  140.  144.  148.  148,  149; 

frevents  Folk  from  carrying  out 
raga'9  orders,  143;  held  in  check  by 
Wharton  and  Wbeeler.  149;  pUiD  to 
turn  Bragg'a  left,  147:  rcachea Spring' 
field.  149;  Btrcneth  at  Perryville,  152, 
157.  irW;  necessity  for  water  at 
Perryville,  154;  reinforced  at  Perry- 
ville, 150:  losses  at  Perryville,  lES; 
plan  of  his  movomenu,  162,  163; 
pursues  Polk's  retreating  nrmy,  103: 


■.  M.  Polk,  lfiS-172 
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b>  Google 


wRire: 


1.43. 


HBwkinH,  Henry,  ] 


ilk'ii 


It  West  Point,  I,  115, 

CttroliOB,  I,  4Si  tatber  of  Suah  Polk, 

Hswkinih  &t>rab,  nmrries  William  Folk, 

I.  4S;  mothsr  ol  Leoaidu  Polk.  18. 
HavldiufaRuly.  I.  168. 
Hayne,  Rflbert  Y..  1. 89. 
HayBville,  Ky.,  poution  of  Thonuu  L. 

Crittenden's  cor«  near,  II.  1S9. 
Hbiso,  Maj .-Gen.  William  B.,  in  battle 

of  ChicktunBUEa,  II.  ZTa. 
Health,  Pi^'a  impaired,  I.  101,  123, 

134,  128,  127,  13S;  improvement  of, 

145:  break-down  in,  1S2. 
Heaith-rtones,  tbe  fight  for  Southern,  I. 


i,:ipal 


jf  the  Uni' 
body  of  I.  108. 


Hedges,' Rev.  C.  6.,  I,  348. 

Fort  Heniy,  I'l,  38. 
Heintzelman.  S.  P.,  Polk'a  comrade  si 
Weat  Point,  I.  75:  Major-general  ii 
the  United  States  army,  75. 


iBts  of  dapUin  York's  co 
30;  takes  command  of 
brigade.    39;    in    battle 


msni^I. 
Sumter'e 
[    Eiitaw 


cause  of  Bragg^e  feeling  against  bim, 
2S5;  changeB  m  his  corps.  256;  Polk's 
orders  to,  for  aperations  on  the  20th, 
257,  260,  281;  left  in  ignorance  by 
Braeg,  25S,  259:  Polk'a  endeavors  to 
place  orders  in  his  hands,  25S:  failura 
of  Polk's  courier  to  find,  268-260, 2S2, 
293.  303;  recnves  OKSsage  from  Polk, 
259;  fails  Co  report  to  Polk,  256,  293; 
Polk  hears  of  Cailun  to  find,  259; 
duplicate  orders  issued  to  ids  divison 
commanders,  259;  found  by  Wheeless 
ot  a  eamp-lirei  260,  202:  stdiy  of 
delivery  of  the  orders  to  his  subordi' 
DBtos,  280-282;  note  to  Polk,  261, 
263;  delays  action  to  give  troops 
rstiona,  282,  263,  293;  apparent  su- 
];dnene«.  262;  question  of  lime  of 
receiving  order  sent  to  his  subordi- 
nates, 263,  2G4;  line  in  battle  of  the 
20th.  263;  official  report  of  the  liattle 
of  Chickamauga,  263,  273:  alleges 
ignorancs  as  to  orders  for  the  20th, 
204;  reports  E^raog's  charges  against 
Polk,  264;  inconsistencies  of  his  reply 
to  Bragg.  264.  205;  effect  on,  of 
Bragg's  attitude  tonard  Folk.  26S, 

batile'or'ihTliOlh',  ^',  ISo!'27S.  278, 

unwillin^™'^  obey''polk's  Mdersi 
277;  on  the  battle  of  Chickamauga, 
280:  letter  from  I^ngstreet.  283;  re- 
lieved from  command.  292,  2S6; 
oniered  to  atUck  at  daylight.  293; 
his  liradquarters  at  Thedlord's  Ford, 
293,  295;  error  as  to  formation  of 
Cheatham's  line.  294,  29.1;  letter  to. 


Lauderdt 

Hereditary  wealth,  dal 


Federal  troops  from 


lewes,  ',  weakness  of  his  patriot- 
ism, I.  58. 
liflwaaaee  River  II.  234. 

of,  II.  '22,  23:  Onv.   Harris's  repre- 
sentations to  Pres.  Davis  in  regard 


qualities  as  a  soldier, ...  .  .  _  . . 
before  Chickamauga,  233.  237-239. 
241,  246;  position  along  the  Knoi- 
viDe  railroad,  333:  ordered  to  Ijifav- 
Blte,  237;  ordered  to  unite  with  Hind- 


r'ust,  297;  accepts 
delay,    208;    lettf 
Polk,  297;  relieved^ of  e 

i 

uragg  s  incapacity,  303. 

Hillsboro,  N.  C.,  seat  of  Stale  govern- 
ment, I.  21 ;  seat  of  the  Board  of  War. 
23;  Fanning  captures,  33;  Polk  con- 
templalea  etudiea  at,  69. 

Hindman.  Mai.-Gen.  Thomas  C,  suc- 
ceeds Withers,  II.  233;  movements, 
'    '        ind  during  the 


s  iX  wingTz 
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mHtiu  to  diBcUB  annlnc  of  nscroea,  vernty  Bebams,   SeO.   291 ;   viidt   to 

342.  SewiLOee,   260,   261;   adminttion  for 

Bistory.  Folk's  Rents  St  impertectiOD  Bishop  Elliott,  260,  2S1 ;  letteis  to 

o(h«kBowledgeof,I.98.  Pollt,  250;  letter  to  Mm.  Polk.  260, 

Robkiik'i  HilJL  battle,  I.  31.  261.  305,  II.  391;  criticism  of  Potk'i 

Hodn,  OeD.  GeorBe  B.,  inapecU  Polk's  poaition  legsrding  the  separation  of 

denrtDwnt.  II.  331.  the  Church.  1.  314,  et  sen.;  visvs  el 

Hodsson.  Telfair,  on  Folk's  conception  Hornets,  Davidsoa's,  I.  41. 

and    eiecutioa    o(    the    University  Horry,    PbIbp,    in    aotion   at   Wstboe 

acheme.    I.    263-265;    piwenta    the  Church.  1. 43. 

HodisaD  Library  to  the  Univeraity  Hopsebsck  travel  prescribed,  I.  127, 

T  .L    n     .X    r.«^  Ti proposal  of  a  crand  Jntor< 


Hodcson    IJbrary.    presented    to    the  .  __ 

University  of  the  Sou^  I.  260.  Horse-race  in  camp.  a.  II.  212. 

Hoffman,  William,  Polk's  comrade  at  Horse  reilroed.  a,  I.  148. 

Weet  Point,  I-  75;  major-fceneral  ia  Horses,   carriage-horses    given  to  the 

the  United  ^U(es  army,  75.  army  b^  citisens,  II.  338.  339. 

Hofroyl,  vi^t  to,  I.  132.  Horse   thieves.   danfEer  from,  I.    167; 

HoESD,  Col,  James,  Valley  Forge  me-  adventure  with.  170, 

morial  tablet,  I.  IS;  leaves  Valley  Hospital  at  Leighton,  the.  I.  196,  204. 

Forge,  16.  Hoapituhty,  I,  191.  200, 

Holland,  entrance  into,   I.    130,    131;  House  of  Bishops,  electa  Folk  to  biahop- 

131;  homage  to  the  royal,  famili-  of|  House  of  Deputies.  confirmsfelecUon  of 

131,  132,  PollttobiBhopricotLouieiima,I,17«, 

Holmes,    Gabriel.   KDvemor  of   North  House  of  RcpresenUUves.  Folk  atteoda 

Carolina.  I.  nj,  71.  dobetoain,  I,  113. 

Holy    communioa    celebration    among  Houston,   Teras.  parish  organised.   1. 

the  negroes,  I,  1B8.  179, 

Holyhead,  I.  144,  Howe.     (ien..     Washington     marches 

Hood,  Ccn,  John  B„  baptism  of,  I,  304,  aRninat.  I,  40. 

II.3S3,3R3;  movementagainitNash-  Hudson's  batterv,  ordered  to  support 

ville,    170:    position    at    Thedford's  A,  8.  Johnston,  11.  68. 

Fonl,246;mnvements.pDaitiona,ete.,  Huger.    laaii-,    charges   Thomaa    Folk 

in  battle  of  Chi''ksmauEa,  247,  24)4,  nitb  suspicious  conduct,  I.  23,  25; 

251.  253, 255.  256,  267.  26a,  270,  275,  militia  command  at  Salisbury.  23. 

276.  277.  294;  strength  in  battle  of  Human  life,  the  pattern  of.  I.  212. 

the  19th.  253;  wounded  at  Chicka-  UumbnUlt,  Tean.,  General  Polk  at,  11. 

Besaca   io   Polk.    349;    movements,  Humphre^'a.  A,  A.,  Polk's  comrade  at 

34?-3™'353^,™  362^70,™"l^'77-  th^UniwId  States  a'nl^.'^          "    " 

354^  Srmo«ing''w"ith  JDhn^£>i^at  in  Poll?s  Department?  Il"  3™*  " 

358;  blamU'fer  fTilure^to  fiXt' at  to  the   MMkknSirg'oecUrat^Dn  " 

CasBviUe.  362;  personal  relations  with  Independence,  1,  54,  55. 

Pollt.  3S4:  estimatce   the  dcfcnaive  Hunters,  advantage  as  of,  skirmiahers, 

power  nf  the  position  on  Fine  Moun-  II,  15. 

tain.   371;   mourning   the   death   of  Hunt's  Ford,  emascd  hy  Cheatham,  II. 

Pnlk,  374;  a  blood-sUined  relic  for.  247. 

■  3  Maj.  West,       ■         ■      -  


edging  m^eipt  of  the  relic,  338,  ^  of  the  University,  I.  249;  detail  of 

Hurlburt,  Maj.-Gen.  Stephen  A.. 'orders 

322, '3:U;'  in  Meriij^  campaign?322'. 


Hooker,  Ma(.-Gon.  Joseph,  rei'nl 

McPhereon  at  Reaaca,  1  (,  350, 
Hooper,  William,  weakness  of  hia  pa- 

219,                                                         '      '  Hutchinson,  nniiam.  cerunea  hi  g 

Hopkins.  Lieut.  Ariatide,  lieutenant  of  ioeneaa  of  Mecklenburg  DecUre 

the  Orleans   Light   Horse,   II.  372;  of  Independence,  I.  56. 
srcompaniee  Polii  on   his  fatal  in- 

ration  tour,  372;  aceount  of  Folk's  Illinois.   Federal   weakness   in.    II 

th,  374.  Folk's  plan  to  invade,  9;  miuh 

Hopkins,  John  Hen^,  Biahop  ot  Ver-  of  Union  moo  from,  in  Kentu 


'iUiam.  certifies  to  g< 


b/ Google 


II.  257.  25(1,  2fl0;  signe  Polk's  lost 
order,  371;  scconipBiues  Polk  an  hia 


In^^endiariam.  n  feature  of  the  Civil  War,    JaeksoD,     Andren 
'  —  William  Polk.  I. 


lodcpendei 


WashlEurton, 

138.  "-' — '  "  ■' 

KedenI,  weakness  in,  II.  9; 

MorgaQ'a  ei-       days  in 


r the  President,  100;  last  o(  tho  heroes 

Tndianfl,  nggreosionB  InstiKi^ted  by  Brit-  aod  saees.  110;  journey  to  Washipc- 

iah,  t.  IB;  cnnflicts  with,  158.  ton,  113;  (rief  over  death  o[  hia  wife. 

Indian  Territory,  in  Bishop  Folk's  Geld  >13:  the  spoils  sysMm  of.  114;  Polk's 

borMbBekmssonsry  tour  Ih'rouBhl  abuse  at  West  Po'inMn'I'ne.'"' 

185-1(17,   IBS.   170;  adventure  with  Jaekson,  MrB.  Andrew,  deatbof,  I.  11.3. 

horw  thieves  in,  170.  Jackson.  Claiborne  F..  governor  of  Mi»- 

212.                         '                         '     '  II.  i;  visiU  Polk  at  Memiiliis,  7; 

Infant  school,  a  colored.  I.  197.  eiasEerated  account  of  strencth  of 

Id  ■nemorUm.  II.  386,  et  seq.  Missotiri  forces.  1 1. 

Inspector  -  (enerHl,  Polk  recomDienda  JackBon,  Ur,  Samuel,  Pidk  consults,  I. 

BiagE  for  office  of.  II.  210.  127. 

InteniaT-revenue  laws,  repeal  of,  I.  47.  Jaekaon,  Brig.-Gen.  James  S..  kilU^  at 

' ■   "•  Perryville.  II.  157;  hia  diviaioa  cut 

up.  157;  in  battlea  of  Perryville.  I5S. 

I  Jackson.  Brig.-Oea.  J.  K..  in  battle  of 

Murfreeeboro.   II.    188,    189;   move- 

I  Chiekamauga,    263,   i!73,    274.    277, 

27S,  294;  statement  of  hia  troops 

L  encased,  killed,  wounded,  and  miss- 


K( 


rfrcesboro.  2i 


Polk  ranked  ne.t  to,  II,  3S9;  Prea. 
I        Davis  on  the  death  of,  300. 
Jackson,  La.,  appropriation  for  coUege 
at.  I.  210;  buildings  sold  to  Method^ 
iata,  210.  , 

lo  seek  reinforcements,  II.  82.  63; 
Polk  ordered  to  duty  on  court  of 
inquiry  at,  303;  French's  division  at. 

32.^;  Federal  troops  enter,  325,  32B. 

fving.  at  eipenae  of  Columbus,  70;    Jaekeon.  Tenn.,  Beauregard  aick  at.  II. 

Beaureeard's  preference  for  its  poai-        74;    interview    between    Beauregard 

tion  over  Columbus,  78;  garrison  of.        and  PiJk  at.  76.  et  scq.;  Polk  at,  77. 

TO;  in  c^harge  of  Captaia  Gray,  82;    James  I.,  the  FoUock  family  in   the 

lack  of  guns  at,  ^11  after  evacuation        reign  of,  I,  2. 

of  Columbus,  S2:  in  chnrge  of  Gen-    "Jeff,"  death  of,  I.  204. 

eral  McCowd,  82,  S3;  bombardment    Jefferson,  Thomas,  ignorance  ol  Meck- 

nf,  83,  85.  Icaburg  Declaration  of  Independence, 

Italy,  traveb  in.  I.  1.12-130;  art  in.  138;        I.  11;  William  Polk's  miaaion  to.  41; 

beauty  of,  138.  pledgea  Virginia's  assistance  to  Gen. 

luka.  Mise.,  defeat  of  Van  Dom  at,  II.        Gates,    42;    probable    ocauaintaace 

132.  with  the  Mecklenburg  Declaration  of 

Ives,  Rt.  Rev.  I«vi  S.,  a  troublesome        Independence,   58;  attacks  the  au- 

lettcr  of  introduction  from,  I.  131.  thenticity  of  the  Mecklenburg  Dec- 
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Jim,"  tAptum  of,  I.  ISS. 
lobn,  Anhduke, ' — 


ihnsDD,  Brig.'Gcn.  Buahrod,  — 
briRsde  in  battle  of  Sluloh.  II.  107, 
lOS;  wounded  at  Shlloli, -—   ' 

t1>  ol  Chickamaiun,  208 


r  of  Andrew  John- 


Idb  T«mt 


tut-        middle  Termofleee, 


Fort  Dooelson,  74;  ho- 
»rk  at  Coiumbua.  76; 

jburg  I^diOE,  S4;  in 
H:  reialortemcnu, 
H  at  Corintb,  87; 


I^i» 


e  the  . 


irfroi 


l'Pi™'Cre.^k 
itinBton,  Albert  Sidney,  Polk'i  eaily 
[riendship  with,  I,  70,  74.  370;  senior  . 
officer  of  cadets,  70.  71;  ETsduated, 
70;  death  at  Rhiloh.  71,  II.  lOS;  eea- 
eraL  in  the  Confederate  army.  I.  74. 
7S,  370;  called  by  the  Confederacy, 
355;  endoned  by  Polk  for  coRinund, 
3S5.  356,  II.  2,  14,  34;  D^erUnd 
journey  from  California,  I.  356,  II. 
i;  character  and  ability.  I.  370,  II. 
34-  nsemblanee  to  Washingtiin  in 
character,  34' appoiatcd  to  command 
of  the  I^artment  of  the  Souchneat, 
1.  334-  euloRixid  by  Folk,  371,  II. 
lOa,  109'  Palk  Benda  copy  of  reag- 
lUtlan  to,  I.  372.  373;  Polk  inlorms 

379;  confidence  in  Polk,  370;  II,  30; 
Polk  loeum  tentta  for.  3;  aanftned  to 
comnLand  in  the  West,  27;  question 
of  ac<:upation  of  Kentucky  referred 
to.  27;  at  Nashville,  28;  conference 
with  Gov.  Ilarria.  2.1;  letter  (o  Prea. 
Davis,  28;  aaaumea  command  of  De- 
partment No.  2.  33.  60:  aatiafaction 

with  PolfTsS,  34:  Polk'a  canliden« 


Shlloh,  100;  conaultation  with  BraK, 
Beauregard.  aJid  Polk,  before  Shiloh. 
100-103;  influenced  by  Polk's  atti- 
tude, 103:  eulogy  of  Polk,  103;  in 
battle  of  Shiloh,  106;  killed,  108: 
position  in  apring  of  1862,  134;  re- 
treat from  Bowling  Green,  176; 
Freaident  Davis  oo  death  of,  390. 
Johnsbin,  Cpn.  Joseph  E.,  Polk'a  com- 


...j,  205;  oideied  t 

nand  of  Army  of  TeDDesssc,  20S.  200; 
folk's  esteem  tor.  208,  210,  211;  ad- 


<",  *«*;  Djcytiunuge  ueuicDHi  w  aia, 
217;  Hardee  assigned  to  bis  cont- 
mand,  224;  compares  Braga  with  Lee, 
291;  letter  from  Bragg*?  eTief-of-aUff 
to,  291,  202,  300:  Bragg's  palriolie 
declaration  to.  300,  301;  in  tempo- 
rary command  of  the  Army  of  Ten- 

cliarg4>    sgainat    Bragg.    315;    Polk 


to  importance  of  defenses  of  Cum- 
berland and  Tennessee  rivers,  36.  37; 
letters  from  Polk,  36,  37,  6S,  72,  73: 
requests  Polk  (o  furnish  a  report  of 
his  work  at  Forts  Hcnn'  and  Donel- 
son.  60,  61;  in  command  of  the  -*rmy 
of  the  Miasifloppi.  01:  appeala  for 
troops,   02;   opposed   to   Ilucll.   63; 


b>  Google 


Chsttanoogn,  336,  337;  Polk  sects 
337;  Polk  proposes  a  plan  of  attack 


ta  of  troop?  befoie  SUloh, 


Kanawbs  Valley.  Geofral  Wise  aerving 


Kaneaa,  Folk's  news  on  the  strugnle  in, 

I.  221:  boundary  of  Department  No. 

moves  upon,  at  DoJlflri.  34H;  sska 

2,  II,  34, 

II.45,40;ife8th.4fl- 

lions,  etc.,  in  Adanta  campaign,  SSs- 

351,  3!a.  354,  358,  359,  3(15,  371-373, 

Kelly's  House,  Thomas  posted  at,  II, 

376,  377.  380.  381;  cordial  recepCioii 

248,                                K"           , 

to  Polk  at  Dalton.  35t;  Polk  and 

Kemper,  Bishop  Jaekson,,  I,  137, 

Hood    report   to.    at    Dalton,    3,13; 

letter  to  Col.  Gale  reicardmi  Polk's 

attitude  at  Catsville,  3.U-357;  meet- 

t«rs  near  II.  3fi8, 

EairS'S^is 

Tudf'a  doBth,  374;  issues  General 
Field  Orders  No,  2.  oommemoratinE 
the   death   of   Polk,   375;   a  blooiC 


the  Confederate  position  in  regard  to, 
18,  13;  Polk's  lotces  on  the  border, 
19;  Polk*B  determination  as  to  re- 
spectinj  (he  neutrality  of,  tO;  Fed- 
eral invasion  of,  20.  23-26;  support 


Fohnstan,  Col.  William  Preston,  biog- 
rapher of  A.  S,  Johnston.  I.  379.  II, 
36;  on  Pree  Da  isaelaFF  "OB  makes 
inspection  of  Bnuw  s  army  209;  re- 


Polk's  coDuect  on  with  the  Ntecklen- 

hers  of  Congress  from,  volo  Federal 

of  the  House  of  ReprgscnUtives,  24; 

Gilchriat,  t  4S 

union  with  ConfedeTucy  favored  m, 

26:  hopes  of  allianoe  with  the  Con- 

fed  ra  y    26    27;  Federal  inSueDeea 

n    26    (eel    K  in.  over  the  Confed- 

Jo^,J^hXrg"^en%tatem^t   f 
in  regard  to  Chickama  ga  II  269 

ie       1  t    n  of  her  neutrality.  26; 

the  C     fed  rale  seiiure  of  terrilury 

Jonesboro,  I   168 

Jordan,  CoL  Thomas    sent  lo    nspect 

tat         to  Prea,  Davi?  in  regard  to 

e  upati  n  27;  Pies.  Davis 


b>  Google 


a  buttle  ot  Chicka- 

D  dFcided  by  Kw.  —^.  nwinber  of  the  ColoniiBtion 

, ,  __ .  ,_,  ...JATUp  ot  proc-  Society,  I.  112. 

lanutiDn  ordenns  ConFedorale  evac-  Koyn,  Captain  John,  I-  3- 

lution.  27,  28;  Proa.  Dnvii's  tiniiety  Kianucbie  River.  I.  16S. 

in  r^ard  to  course  of,  2N{  the  occu-  Killed  and  TDuaded,  traoBportation  of» 

activity  in  rortdvinn.  28,  29;  'call  tor  King's  6d11^,  Cambridge,  !,  139. 

troopa  to  niMt  the  Fedemls  in  eta-  King's    College,    I.ondon,    educational 

tml,  29;  Zollieoffer'a  movement.''  in,  reports  ot,  conaulled   by   Polk  and 


K" 


__.A.  S.  Johna. _     

ofCt.n(edBrftlo(orceaoper«tinEin,33;    King's  Mou . 

danger  to  Confederate  army  in,  37:  23.  41. 

-  -  ce  dC  Confederate  action  in,  Kingston,  retreat  to,  II.  3G1:  the  Fed- 


erals at,  354.  355. 


.,  70:  Polk'a 

in,  77:  Kirby  Smith's  pro-    Kirk,  - 


n-HuU,   1 


posed  camiHUKn  into,  122,  124;  need  ctta,  II.  3fl7;  hiK  eight  sons  in  Om 

for   Breekinridge's    Imopt   in,    122;  service.  307:  his  grandchildren,  3S7, 

troopa  under  Breckinridge,  122;  Mor-  308. 

gan's  operations  in  central  Kentucky,  Kite-Hying,  I.  189. 
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1  tflmsdo.  200;  epismpni  wuri.  . 
ffutbreakol  yellow  tevor  on  the  p 
tatien.  208;  loss  of   LciEhton,  1 


TullBhoms  CBinpuED,   : 
tbe   battle   of  Chickami 


cbolerm.  203-206;  the  ^^lop  attsrked 


lid^rj™*^^ 

oiden,  for  the  battle 

the  d^cultiea  with 

BrwE    for'  ™u 

et   Beq.;    asked   by 
B»  of  aelay  on   the 

mornine  of  tbe 

20th.  and  reply  to 

a^^dd  to'  Ha^H's  p 


igSetseq.:        ment  ol  AUbania,  Miauaaip 
le  attitude        eaat  lAulsiana,  318;  defeniw 


ile.  33i;  operation  MSliut  Sherman, 

its.  344-348;  opening  ol  the  Atlanla 
'ampaign.  347;  ordered  to  Joh  niton's 
BM-UncB.  34S;  report*  to  Johnsl-n 
,t  Dalt^n.  351;  baptlies  Hood  and 


trsllty  ol  Kentucky.  IS 
charged  with  defense  of  tl 
8ippi,3fletseq.;  in  battle  of 


127  Ct  sen  :  a»IUm«<  I'nmmaiul  ij  the 

\rmy  of  Mlsaiw) 


fore   FenyviHe,    J37 

trsry  to 'Bragg's  onlen 
cte.,  in  tlie  battle  of  1 
villT'ielTl02;blan'ied 


''  -  tnVnt 


o^^ 


maUEa,  tl.  271,  Z7S;  gallant  eharga' 
at  Chickamauga.  278. 


b>  Google 
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PoUe.  Magdalen,  I. 

Polk.  ManhsU  T., 
crate  artillery.  I: 
with  flsB  of  tru. 
Shiloh,  107. 

Polk.  Mary,  iiister  to  Leonidu.  I.  65; 
letters  to,  65.  66,  142;  marries  Sena- 
tor BiidKer,  OS;  eontemplated  visit  to. 
69:  aDDOunceg  the  birtii  o(  a  brother, 
110;  death  of.  151. 

Potk,  Nancy,  I.  i. 

Polk,  Opbelia,  J.  111. 

Polk.  Robert  (Pollack),  deweadants  of, 

Shiloh,  tl.  114. 
Polk,  Rufui.  1.  SO,  163;  int^reat  in  Rat- 

t)f  and  Snap,  147. 
Polk,  Sallie   H.,   I.  33S;  viait  to   her 

tath^,  II.  344. 
Polk,  Samuel,  father  of  Pre^denC  Polk. 

I.  49;  SECot  (or  William  Polk,  49.  50. 
Polk,  Sarah,  letters  to.  I.  70.  71,   77, 


tbs  Aleiandera  t> 


lia,  1 


from,  ISS, 

biahop'a  lo 

Polk.  Susan, 


letter  from,  110;  promoter 
eatciprise.  149,  ISO;  visit 
154;  character,  18S;  the 
ve  fw.  185;  di»tb  of,  185. 

aa  (ffraudfathor  of  L&>- 
th  of,  I.  4:  emigrates  from 
[lia  to  North  Carolina,  4; 


member  of  the  P 
of  North  Cnjolina 


s  Mecklenburg  lieclara^ 


and  master  spirit,  10;  calU  meetini 
of  Mecklenburg  citizens,  10;  on  Pro- 
vincial Commitlee  ol  Peaoe  and 
Safety,    12;    appmnted    colonel    ol 

incton,  13;'  leads  North  Carolini 
troops  against  South  Carolina  Tories, 
12;  colonel  of  the  Fourth  Regiment 


18.   10;  offered 

Kevolutioo,  ii);  uuiht  ol  his  lami^. 
property  confiscated  by  Cornwallis, 

pledicoB  his  own  ciedit  for  supplies 

39;  rcrwrt  to  Bosrd  of  War  of  battle 
of  King's  Mountain.  23:  recniits 
troops,  23;>tler  to  Gon.  Greene,  28, 

Bion  X»™ncl^miiSaS  froS'th^ 
AsBemblv,  31;  returns  the  commis- 
sion, 31;  Gov.  Rurke's  opinion  of,  32; 

Salisbury  District,  31;  military  tal- 

men't,  34:  vwited  by  Elkanafwat- 
son.  34;  death  and  burial.  34;  accused 
of  having  taken  protection  from 
Comwallis.   34-37;   posthumous  at- 

37;  character  of,  3S;  reads  the 
Mecklenburg  Declaration  of  lode- 
pendence.May  20, 1775, 7;  difEcultles 

27;  relinquishes  office  of  commissary 
of  the  forces,  2S,  27,  28;  on  Gen. 
Gates's  knonledge  o(  his  resourcen, 
27;  at  Sahsbury.  M;  Greene's  confer- 
ence with,  27;  urges  appointment  of 
Nfajor  Davie,  28;  character  and  ser- 
vices, 28,  20:  debt  of  the  States  to, 
27;  home  IooIhI  by  Comwallis,  28; 
at  Itugley's  Miib,  34;  adherence  to 


North  Carol! 
the  Meekleo 


signed  to  Lord  Slflrlii  _ 
convoys  baggage-train  to  I 
Peno,.  14;  at  Valley  _Forf 


[  United  States  Senator, 
;  Polk,  Washington.  I,  99. 
'    Polk  family,  origin  nbse 


;  thoughtfulnesfl  for 


b>  Google 


[.    Williani    (^TeBt-snndfather    of 
^nidafl).  marnaifeof,  1.4;  removoa 
om  Maryland  to  PenDsylvaniH.  4. 
I,  William  (laCbpr  of  LHinidas).  ol 


Cupula  Yd 
Bboiildor.  K 
Major  of  tl 


h  Fourth  of  July  dlnn 


76;  Leonidaa  cc 


Branc^ine   and   Germanlt 


Lt  battle  of,  Camden.  41;  Kr 
le  Maryland  Count 


wruitinE    Folk,  William,  II.  271. 
ith  Andrew    Folk,    WiUiani    M..    witht 
'^        "         Virginia  Military  Inatiti 


Jrflereon.  41;  a«ociation  with  Ko»- 

Pillow.  85;  at  Shitoh,  114:  visile  home 

ciuako.  42;  axaina  DavidwD  Co  raise 

after  Shiloh,  lia;    letter  from  Oen. 

troope   in    North    Cawlina,    12;    at 
battle  of   Cowan's  Ford,   42;    leads 

Buell.    168-172;    delivers    order    lo 

remnants  of  Da«d«,ii'.  North  Care- 

timonv  as  to  Mai.  I*e's  doliveiy  ol 
Bracg's  message   to   General   I<<>lk. 

si^,;ij— .ssLiSLa 

265.  note;  the  general's  last  intimriew 

with.  371. 

43;  at  siege  of  Orangeburg,  43;  an 

"Polkiim,"I.3a7. 

acUou  at  Dorchester,  43 ;  in  battle  of 

Folk's  battery,  in  battle  of  Shlloti.  H. 

Polk-s  lolly,  1.3. 

vires  toward  the  elose  of  the  Revolu- 

Pollock,  original  form   of  the  family 

tionary    War,    4H;    eocountw    with 

name,  I.  2;  transition  of  the  name 

into  Polk,  3. 

Kfo"^iaJS^^o?ToX'catli5S: 

Pollock  family,  arms  sod  motlo  of,  I.  2. 
Pollock,  John,  esUle  of.  in  Scotland. 

48;  represents  Davldsoa  County  b 

I,  2;  emigrates  to  Ireland,  2,  4. 

the  House  of  Commoos,  46;  marries 

Pollock,  Robert  (son  ol  John  Pollock). 

Raleigh,  4R;_mame»  Sarah  Hawkin^ 

to  America,  3,  4;  grants  of  land  in 

SO;  "^'tod  ' pre^dent^f    the  Slate 

Maryland  to,  3:  meiries  Magdalen 

Tssker,  3;  family  reUc.  of.  3.  4;  hia 

..  .10  state  Bankol  N ._   , 

4S;  resign*  bank  presidency,  48;  do-  Pollok.    Frances,    mother    of    Frances 

dinca  brigadietship,  48;  appdnled  to  Polk,  I.  189. 

attend  U>fayett«  for  Nortli  Carollns,  PoUok.  Thomas,  of  Balgra.  president  ol 

48;  ludicnxu  incident  at  reception  of  the  colony  of  North  CarDlioa.  I.  189; 

Lalayette,  49;  delivera  address  of  wel-  Ereat-grandlather    of    Mrs.    Frances 

come  to  Lafayette,  SO:  bDuence  In  Polk,  189, 

Tennessee.  51 ;  estates  in  Tennessee.  Polytechnio  School,    France,   standing 

Gl;  the  personal  friend  and  contem-  ol.  1.  72, 

pornry  of  Andrew  Jackson,  51;  death  Pond  Spring,  MeCoolc  moved  to.  II. 


,QadB  and,  11.  3 
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Pontotoc,  Min.,  Federo]  troops  at,  II. 

Popc,'Msj.-Gen,  John,  lorms  mlunin 

II.  S9;  moving  to  Bttsck  Nsv  Ma- 
drid, 81. 

Porter,  CoL,  comnde  ol  Robert  Pollock, 
1.3. 

Port  Hudson,  Van  Dom  comniAndiiic 


Potter.  Hontio,  Bishop  of  New  York, 

letter  from  Folk  to,  I.  310-312.  324; 

letter  to  Bishop  Polk  from,  312,  313; 

■ermon  on  nstioiiHl  ftal^^y,  312. 313. 
Powell.  Brig.-Gen.,  in  battle  of  Perry- 

ville,  11.  157. 
Prayer,  forin  prescribed  by  (he  bishop 

tobeusedon '-  -  "    -   '   """   ""' 

of!V'303.  304.  306-308, 
"      ■■  e.  George p..  membei 


Priest,  ordained.  1,  1 

Prieatiy  functions,  t 

the  biahop's.  I,  36: 

Private  fortunes,  dec 


nter  to  McCul- 
inita  with  Polk, 


[,  11.  4 


of.  I.  2 


I,  I,  303,  304. 


Mutfreeflboro,  11. 


PreBtou,  John  S.,  orator  at  Uyine  of 

corner-Btone  of  the  Univenicv,  1.  Soi; 

euloay  of  Bishop  Polk,  261,  262. 
Prerancstion.  ahhom-nce  of,  1.  ISN. 
Pries,  Mai.-Gen.  Slerlin«,  joins  McCul- 

lough,  11.  6;  Polk's  aim  to  help.  S; 

Gov.  Jackson's  account  of  hia  lorcea. 

7.  S,  10;  to  advance  on  SpringGeld, 

bugh  refusea  to  couper^to  with.  10; 
1  atronnli  of,  11;  Lyon 
a  attsck,  12;  weks  Mi^ 
aid,  12.  64,  6K;  Hardee'n 

;  Polk  irith^unitioM,  30; 


gxs 


It  plana 


Polk  ol  havii 


iBndet  it'3bilDh"'lI.  109.  113,  114. 
Presbyter,  an  offendinc,  L  217,  218. 
PnotvterUn  Churob,  John  Folloek  a 


Freddential  election  of  1860,  e: 


Proctor's  Station,  Ky.,  seiiure  of  tbe 

Pronunciation.^uliarities  of,  I.  212, 
■■Protection,"  British,  durintt  the  Revo- 
'  "1)11.1.31;  charges  against  Thomas 
_i  of  hanng  taken,7rom  Comwal- 
34-37. 

It  EiHscopal  Church,  a  fault 

__ into.  1.122;  wixlum  of  her  call 

to  Polk,  155,  156;  Triennial  General 
Convention  of  the  (1841),  178;  elec- 
tjonof  Polk  to  biahopric  of  Louia- 
iana  by,  178;  icaina  by  Polk'a  elec- 
to  tbe  bishopric,  181,  184;  rela- 
>  to  other  dnnomiaatlons,  225. 
'    iction  in  establisliing  tbe  Uni- 

S,  226,  226;  Gov.  Swain's  opln- 
235.  257;  salvation  of.  237, 
dividiHK  lino  between  Nonb  and 
lb  in.  238-241;  strength  of ,  in  the 
,h,  240;  pubUc  conh^nce  in.  242; 
ia  at  the  Univeraity  scbeme,  244; 
DDsliiation  of  feeling  in  the.  249; 


26;  fui 


:,  ai.-i 


;eoRraphH:al 

eSect  of  the  Revolution  in  estabiui^ 
ing,  343  et  ae<i.;  Convention  of  1861, 

I        300;  Folk's  labors  fur  the,  -'<R^ 

'    Proleatant  Ei^acopal  Churel 


.___e  of  tbe  Council  of, 

ilk.  II.  3fl7.  398. 

:ttle  in  the  north  of  Ire- 

bishop's    fondne*«   For 

shop's  study  of  tbe  edu- 
emnf.  1.210;  edu'^atioaal 
consulted  by  Polk  and 

:t  Chapel.  Nev  Orleans. 

',  debates  in  House  of 
ives  on  election  of,  I. 113. 
.  242.     ^ 


Pnrdy   Road,  I 
advance  alonj 
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, — . , I,  248.  240. 

1.43.  RByner.   Mn.    Konnetb,   the  bubop's 
ostor.  I.  IS5;  letUn  to,  185,  203. 2M. 

Quokera,  dissuaoioiii  by.  aguEut  patriot-  Reading,  Mrs.  PoIIe*b  love  of.  I.  2(^. 

■""■-1  -w  Rebelyell,  the.  II.  279,  280. 

Rebuke.  tbB  bisbnp'i  pomr  of,  I,  214^ 

\  1 

Credle  of  Liberty,"  fl;  ptospority,  6; 

bumed  by  British  troops.  S;  William 

Polk  edumted  at,  37.  1 ;  pnpustiona  for  carapaiin  on.  323, 

Queen'i    Univenity.    IrEland.    aduca-  324. 

Itonsl  nporte  of.  cocsullfd  by  Polk    Reeder,  ,  aiacer  at  Fourth  of  July 

iDd  Elliott,  I.  2M.  diaoer.  I.  M. 

Quincy.    Masa..   first   railroad   JD   the  Rend'a  Bridee,  (he  Conlederale  line  at. 

United  States  at.  I.  102.  II.  245;  Thnmu  pn^tod  near.  24S; 

QuJDtard.  Rev.  Charles  T..  biahop  of  Forreat'e  attack  on  Thomas  at.  248; 

Tenneuee.  revisits  site  of  the  llni-  Bragg'B  quarters  at,  283. 

verBitj,  I,  265i  elected  vice-chancellor  Rff*dy  lliver,  capture  of  Loyalista  on, 

of  the  University,  205:  attends  the  by  Col.  Thompson,  I.  36. 

meeting  of  the  counnl,  HM:  in  camp  Reedyville.  Tenn,,  BCBgg'e  right  at.  II. 

_■..„_.,.  ..  „,. ,.__,..,._  jjjj 


Luke's        Bankhead's  E 


Gen.  Folk's  Iwdy  at  i^l.  Luke's        Bankhead's  Battery  of  Light  Artil- 
rh,  Atlaubi,  383.  lery,  II.  1" 


ins  of  Mecklenbuis        Blytlie's  Mississippi.  II.  107. 
'^  '  ttecimont.  II.  100. 

irays,  II.  3Se. 
illery,  II.  107. 
battery.  II.  2S0.  266,  n 


Quit  rents,  provisions  of  Mecklenburi        Blytfae's  Mississippi.  II. 

ReaolvOH,  I.  61.  Crescent  Reaimonl,  II. 

Maury  Grays,  IL3Se. 

Race  anlajtonism,  II.  340.  Po!li-»  battery.  II.  107. 

Race-horsBB,   PiSk'-  ■-—■----■   •- ■- ■■  — 


Wall^er's. 
IstTennewe.  IL3S9. 

2dMichiBanbattory,  II.  110. 116. 

i.  102;  Polk's  first  journey  by,  142,        3d  South  Carolina.  I.  3S. 

143.  4th  ContinoDtals.  1. 12. 

Railroad  commitnioationa,  dsRciency  of,        4(h  South  Carolina  reciment, 

in  Department  No.  2.  II.  35.  ■-■-  " — >-  '■— '^-  " • 

Railroads,    Polk   an   enthusiast 
moter  of,  I.  160;  influence  in  > 
ing  the  Union.  ISO;  Mrs.  Sarah 
tor  of,  140,  ISO;  in  the  CO 

i,  3.'i3;'n*uilt*by  PoUt, 


r,  II.  Ifl. 
«iDed,  II.  337. 
birth    Religion,  Leooidas  Polk's  feeliri^  tu 


II.  214.  2IG. 
.    lome.  I.  1S2. 
arrival  of  Loring,  Cante/.  Polk, 

b.°l'36;"the  firat  n 


_.  3;  death  of  Ham-        and  Scott  __,  __,  _. 

ilton  Polk  at,  112;  death  oCWilUaia        importance  of.  349; 


at.  349;  Polk  ordered  to  h 

Rsmillies.  percenlscc  of  loss  at,  II.  2^7.  haiardi,  :i5a;  McPhcrsin 

Randolph.  Tenn..  forces  at.  it.  0,  10:  railroad  at.  3.''>n;  C^nfeders 

nUow's  eipodUion  from.  II.  tjon  at,  350;  battle  of.   351 
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treat  from.  351 -3W,  352;  Polk  on  the  Kirby  Smith  HUmmonod  to,  190.  201: 

battle-field,  352.  353.  news  of  Bngg'i  diaoiuaion  with  his 

Relroapection,  a  birthday,  II.  212,  213.  officora   rBacEi,    202;    Polk    rmom- 

Hevolution.    Thonus    Pt^'s   prepnra-  mends  Sisgg  [or  service  in.  207,  209, 

twos  for  the,  I.  8;  WiHiam  Pollt'i  210;  Bragg  ordered  to  report  at.  208; 

enthmdum  (or,  38;  the  French,  12%  Polk's  inSueDce  si,  20S:  Bnge  »• 

129,  signed  to  duty  at.  31S;  the  nens  of 

Revalutionary  disorders,  doDflers  of,  I.  Polk's  death  in,  374. 

223.  RidKe  lor  Hark)  road,  the,  II.  W-96. 

Kevolntionary  spirit,   vsrianee  in.   in  Rinjtgotd,  Ga..  distance  from  Chatta- 

different  colonies.  I.  S.  nooga,   II.  23Q;  Crittenden's  march 

RcvolutiDnary  War.  endot,  I.  43;onen-  tonard,    23S;    Crittenden's    position 

inE  of,   37;   veleraos   attend   wmi-  near,  239,  340;  Critteadea's  marrh 

eentennial  of  Mecklenburg  DeclaiA-  from,  241;  arrival  of  Longstreet  at, 

tion.  50.  245. 

Reward  of  KDod  conduct,  a.  I.  I9S.  Rio  Grande,  A.  S.  Johnston's  journey 

••     ^ "  fromLosA'      ■     -    ■■      ■  — 


Reynolds,  Maj.-Gen.  Joi 

ing  the  battle  of  Ctii 
239.24."  - 

Rev nolds.  sir  Joshiin.' designer  of  via-        93; 
dowat  Newf  ■■ 


Ritual,  the  bishop's  laii 
ve-        ol  the,  I.  212,  251,  210. 

..  ,  IL        No.  2,  irifi^b^'e" 

2S0,  2.^.  2119.  270.  275-278;        90.  97,  99,  212.  210,  1 


Chapel.  I.  141.        around   Perryville, 


111.196.199.250; _..  .  _.      .  . 

and  Cheatham's  protect  to  Bragg,  Robertsoi 

199,  200;  BraEg's  reply  '"    "" "-'"■ 

munication    from     Chei 


1    Reenoke,    The,    plantation    of    John 
Dovereui.  in  North  Carolina,  I.  192. 
Robb,  James,  nuraes  the  bishop  through 

the  cholera,  I.  205. 
Roberts,     Priscilla.     marries     WilUam 
Polk,  I.  4, 
.    Robertson,  ,  pFeseuts  Polk  at  or- 


battle  of  Chick 


I        nesB  of  Mecklenburg  Declamtio 

Independence,  I.  56. 
I    Rochester,  N.  Y.,  I.  103. 
I    Rock  Spring  Church.  Polk  orderec 
I        II.  240,  243. 
I    Rohan  County,  N.  C,  Col.  Tart 


Bichmond.   Va.,   interest  in   work   of    RolUng  ball,  the,  I.  191 . 
Colonisation  Society  in,  I.  112;  or-    Roman,  Col.  Alfred,  author  < 
dlnation  in.  118,  121:  first  pastoral        tary    Operations    of    Oen. 


lie,    121-124;    Episo 


n  Cathohcs  in 
,210. 

Ga.,  road  to 

II,  236;  disMnce  from  Chatl 


184.  210. 

-       road  to  Chati 


_„ ^ --..  ---.  --,   -.  -.;  McCook 

of.  II.  2.  3;  Governor  Jackson  goea  ordered  toward,  237;  Logan  ordered 

Congreaa  at.  41:  ftes-'Oavis's  infor-  Rome.  Italy.  ™it  to.  1.'  132,  133,  13«. 

mal  dinner  in.  M,  55;  N.  R.  Jennin^  Roeecrans,  Maj.-Gen.  WilUam  a.,  eom- 

Bios  to.  to  seek  isinforcemente,  63;  mending  in  we^t  Tennessee,  II.  123, 

amilton    Polk    sent    to,    »ith    his  124:  opposed  to  Van  Dora  in  west 

father's  reeiKnallon,  73;  Beauregard'a  Tenneaaeo,  124;  defeats  Van  Dom. 

oonfident  dupalch  to,  from  the  field  132;  in  commnnd  at  NashviUe.  177; 

of  Shiloh.  Ill;  Kirby  Smith's  pro-  replaces  Buell,  177;  movements  and 

posal  of  campaign  submitted  to.  and  portions,  orders  relative  thereto,  etc., 

approved  by  the  authorities  at,  122;  before  and  during  the  battle  of  Mur- 

Bn^'a  complainU  to,    132:   Bragg  Iroesboro,   178,   179.   181,   182,   192: 

reports    at,    after    Penyville,     164;  hij  leaders  at  Murfreeeboro,  178,  179; 

Brsffi  relums  (rum,   165;  Polk  or-  atrength  at  Murfreesboro.  178,  179, 

den?  to,  165;  Polk's  slay  io,  176;  197;  k»ses.  188,  198;  ability  of,  131, 


b>  Google 


tioDas^lut  Polkat  SbelbyviUe,  218:  Rutherford,  Col.  GriStli.  jetids  North 

nacbM  MBDoheoter.  Z1S:  plana  for  Carolina  troops  aeuiut  South  Cwo- 
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ChickamimKa,  208,  234,  236,   237- 

241, 244-24%;  24S,  252.  253, 256, 288-  Ssbtnth  in  Loui^ana,  the,  I.  ise,  184, 

271.  Z73-27B;  activity  of,  234;  makea  185;  the  biahop'a  observance  of,  1S4, 

demonttraUoii  at  Btythe'i  Ferry,  234;  185, 

Folk  uriea  atrikiiu  him  in  detail,  238;  Sailora  to  the  reaoue,  I.  100,  Ifll. 

wakce  toaenBeolbia peril, 241; Polk'a  St.  Elmo,  Csxtteor,  I.  13B. 

propowl  to  strike.  245:  atrengtb  in  St.  Franeiaville,  La.,  annual  ooDveaUon 

tnttle  of  the  IStb,  252,  253;  benra  of  the  dioecsa  nt,   1.   328  et  eeq.; 

testimony    to    the    intrepidity    and  Folk's  addroo  before  the  convention, 

akill    of    Confalorale  ,  troops.  ^M;  329,  330,  336  clseq.;  vindication  of 

™C?^SnoogB,  282;  bfpathing-tims  tromNew  OrlesoB'to.  IT^;  appro- 

285;   LongsCreet's  sugnesled   attack  tion  of  buildiniri.  210.  ' 

on    bia    communh:ations,    28S;    Lee  St.  John's  Chapel.  I.  175-178. 

reinloninE  Roi^iu,  2»0.              ™  iiented  at  General  Pol'^atuneraf  IL 

n™.    h.rnnu  r.1    1.  3.  384. 

srokoe   chief,    I.    170;  St.  I»uia.  Mo.,  Folk  thrcateos,  II.  6-8; 

Isina  the  bishop,  170;  Pillow's  plans  for  advance  on,   12; 

ciiaiiEBB    iiiB    demesDor,     170;    the  Hardea  doubta  of  success  in  attack 

change  eipUiined,  170,  171.  on,   13;  "^ ' =-- 

Bom,, Gen,,  Uwrenc     ■^     - 


,„ _.    _,    Meridian 

paign,  II.  327. 
Rnsa^,  Ga.,  II.  236;  Polk 
to  occupy.  245;  the  State 


Ruld  at. 


'a  Tbeolofical  Hall,  presented 

Houeu,  journey  tiuuuBu.  I.  i^o,  irnuD-  ui  Lus  Univereity  of  the  South,  1.  206. 

dral  of.  139.  Bt.  Luke's  Church,  AtlanU,  Gen.  Potk'a 

Round  Foroat,  11.  181;  RoHCran's  poai-  body  lying  in  state  in,  II.  383. 

tionat,181;hotlightiot:at.!8S-103;  St.  Paul  preaching  in  Rome.  I.  133; 

capture  and  Tvcapture  of.  190,  lUl;  landing-place  of,  in  Italy.  136;  pofr- 

Btrength  of  the  Federal  position  in.  luble  peculiaritiea  of  his  evangeliainc 

193;  reason  for  not  using  mom  artil-  journeys,  164. 

lery  at,  193.  8t,  Faura  Church,  Augusta,  Gen.  Folk's 

Rousaeau,    Maj.-Gen.    LoveU     H,    in  funeral  at,  II.  384-388. 

battle  of  Murfteeaboro,  II.  178.  185.  81.  Paufa  Church,  New  Orleans.  I.  331; 
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1.34.  41. 
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attack  Sooy  Smith's  column,  II.  329;  quest  appointment  of  Thomas  1 
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lievfid  from  cammaiid  la.  31;  CoL  doub^LilState^.313;  tobe  reBJ9(«d  by 

disbiuidiDent  of  mililia  in,  31.            '  ily  of  feeling  for,  in  the  South,  3^; 

Salt    Rivei.    Ky..   crossed    by    Buell's  differences  ol   opinioa   b   the  South 
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over,  237.  288,  23!).  303. 

Mrs.   Polk  con-    Seine  River,  1.  128. 


.„  _..  I.  1S3;  the  imi 

tanceofbeina  one's,  213. 
Selma.  Ala.,    vulnerability    f,  II.  '. 


1,  327:  possibilities 

„    ...   --.   ipie<i   by   the  Sherman  dbelaims  donnns  on,  333. 

Federals,  38:  Buell's  approach  to.  92:  Selwin,  Lord  George.  North  Carolina 
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II.  95,  96.  in,  II.  237. 
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Scott,  Mrs.  Winfield,  I.  71.  domain  at,  293;  retreat  formed  at. 

Rrotl.  Brig.J3en.  Thomae  M..  arrives  for    the    bishop's    lamiiy.    322-323; 

it  Reaaca.  II.  343.  misplaced  confidence  in  the  security 


Scriptures,  types 
Sears,  Gen.,  in  ca 

II.  357, 
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Secession,  tbe  signs  of  the  times.  1.  209; 
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Folk's  views  on  tbe  course  of  the  Sheffield,  visit  to.  T.  143;  cutlery,  143. 
Cburch  in  States  adopting,  302  et  Shelbyville,  Ky..  Stei-enson  ordered  to, 
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reriod  subsequent  to  tha  battte  of, 
17;  Btatenient  of  troopa  enRaeed, 
killod,  wounded,  and  miaalDE  at,  fiom 
the  Army  of  Tennewee,  ^:  per- 
cenCnue  of  loss  at,  28n ;  peKeDtoEe  of 
Federal  loaa  at.  287;  Polk  aa  the^t- 
He-fleld.  3r.2;  Pres,  Davia  on  the 
death  of  Johoston  at,  390. 
ShilohCburcb,  II.  Ill,  112;Gn>ni'Ben- 


322;  prepare  Cor  camuaiEn  againit  Shoup,  nng.-ijen,  FrsnciH  A.  Ba«Ened 
Folk,  323:  plana  for  movement  on  to  e:<ainine  the  defenaea  with  PoUi, 
Mobile,  323;  ^iooy  Smith  ordered  to        II.  370. 

Btrenftth    at    hiH    diapDaaT,    323, 
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at    Meridian,    32H;    defeat    in    the    ) 
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I  McCook,  II.  147; 


332,  333;  abuees  Sooy  Smith,  3: 

diaelaima  deaigna  on  Selma  or  Mob 

333;   retreate  from    Meridian,    3j^>.  muvi^iiiuiiui  m  nsuvuco;  i.-a»ipBi(ii, 
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348.349,  359:  r.  .    .. 
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Hhe  of  trues.  49. 

Smith.  I^sj.-Gea.  A 

Soiith,   Maj.-Gen.   < 


Braflg,  133;  importaQoe  of  his  mov- 
ing oa  Louievilie,  133;  difficultiei  in 
effectiDg  cooperation  with  Bra^B.  133. 

Leilnston.  135;  strength  of  his  com- 
mand, 135;  Mattered  forcea  o(,  135: 
proposed  unioD  with  Folk's  corps. 
130,  13S;  Cleburne's  and  Preston 
Smith's  bri(;Adcii  detached  to  his 
command,  137;  proposed  action  by, 
toward  Frankfurt,  140:  dispatch  from 


;  concentrating  at  Fran^ 


EH..„ 

Salvisa,  148;'  ordered 
14B;  orders  for  m. 
Penyvillo.  149,  160; 
VerBailhB,  ' '"  ' 

1S3;  Polk'r 
Polk  prob 
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Llled  to  Harrods- 


ick  Thomas,  184;  re- 
a    department,    16S; 

>  Frankfort.  1«:  to 
.  front,  173;  Brad's 


Padueah,  II.  20,  37;  ordc» 


Gap,  134;  opposed  to  Gen.  Wright, 
12?:  operations  in  Kentocky,  125; 
advance  into  KentucLcy.  126;  defeats 
■    -  '         It  Richmond,  '-■ 


to  move        PolL  ordered  to  Join,  174;  called  lo 
advance.        Richmond,'  109,  201;  Bram'a  antici- 

eilion  of  bemg  supereedcTby.  300; 
oik  proposes  to  onler  him  to  attack 

n  of  the  Smith.  Col.  Marshall  J.,  cobnel  of  the 

asoe,   II.  Crescent  Kcgiment,  II,  100:  in  battle 

iee.  121.  o(  Shiloh,  109. 

1  middle  Smith.  Brig.J3en.  Preston,  his  brignde 

22:  pUo  at  Shiloh,  IJ.  lOS:  brigade  detached 

a.     123;  to    Kirby    Smith's   command,    137; 

■     ■      '  3    Polk,    143.    145: 
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atafi,  II.  67.  William    Polk   ordered    agHl 

SDOwden,  Lieut.  J.    Hudson,   vde-de-  Tories  of,  3S;  Williiim  Polk's 

camp  to  Oeneni  Pcjk,  II.  45,  48;  sgaiiut  To---    --'    "'■'  ' 

killed  by  eiplo^D  at  ColunibuB,  40.  Leonidas  V 

Social,  nvolutioiu  in,  II.  S5.  •■—  ■■ 

Soldi^s*  eooGnnalioiAs  amODf,  1.  355.  233  et  seq.;  sece ^  .-_, 

Solferino,  peroentace  of  Ion  at.  II.  287.  South  Carotina  State  BngiMle.  the.  I. 

South.  barreDDeas  o(  litwatius  in  the.  39. 

1,  221;  educational  faciUtiee  of.  eom-  Southern  bishops,  reluctance  to  sdmit 

pared  with  those  of  tho  north,  221;  Polk's  podtion  r«ardiDg  tbe  aepora- 

(■jHiservatism  of  the,  223;  leavening  Cion  of  the  ChurchTl-  313. 

influence  of,  223;  utility  of  the  inati-  Southern  coast  defenses,  withdraws!  of 

tiitions  of  the.  223:  it<  dotiny,  and  men  fnm.  for  services  in  the  West. 

the  means  of  fnHilrnent,  224;  necsB-  II.  SH. 

dtr  of  a  native  cler^  in.  224,  225,  Southern  Confederacy,  lonnation  of.  I. 

ing'a  high  standard  of  character  in  "Southern  Cradle  of  Liberty."  the,  I. 

the,   224;  aectionol  Icoiing  betneen  S. 

the  North  and.  225,  2.15.  218-241,  SouthemHistoricalAssaciatJan,  11.295, 

245:  the  colleics  and  universities  of  note. 

tbe,  227.   228,  233.   241:   the  arts.  Southwest,  growth  of  the  diocese  of  the, 

Kiencee,  and  literature  in  th%  229;  I.  221.  222;  Polk's  acquaintenee  in, 
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spiriCin  the.  215;  benefits  of  the  Uni-  Army    of   the   Mississippi    to.    125: 

venity  to  the,  249;  in  a  ferment  of  Bragg's  halt  at.   125;   departure  of 

poliUcal  eicitement,  208;  determina-  Brogs's  army  from,  12B;  Polk  leads 

lion  of  the,  299-301.311;  Polk's  lot-  the  e-ivance  from.  127. 

ter  to  President  Buchanan  regarding  Speed.  James,  member  of  Union  Con- 

tba  position  at  the,  209-301;  soces-  tral  Committee.  II  24. 

■on  feeling  in  tbe.  209  et  sen.,  324.  Spcnce,  Col.  Philij 


people  of  Che.        II.  280;  nnt  to  Bragg  w 


299e(seq,;  importance  of  slave-labor 

to  aaricuiture   in   the.   301:    Polk's  Spicheren,  percentage  of  toH  at.  II.  283. 

views  as  to  the  constitutional  right  Spoils  system,  Polk's  aslonisbment  at 
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339-343;  seceaaion  of,  see  Sdcewiion!  position  of  Critlendsn  and  Gilbert 
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from  North  Carolina,  I.  6;  sentiment  on     PerryviUe     from.     148;     BueU 
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